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BAG LAMINATE WITH A REMOVABLE 
STICKER PORTION 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to a bag for containing 
items, such as candy. More particularly, the present inven 
tion is directed to a bag With a sticker that is formed as part 
of and removable from the bag. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Bags, such as ?lm bags, are utiliZed extensively in mod 
ern society for containing a Wide variety of items, such as 
candies, food items and liquids. A typical ?lm bag is made 
from a laminate that includes an outer ?lm layer adhesively 
secured to an inner sealing layer. The outer layer is usually 
made from a material that facilitates printing. The inner 
layer is usually made from a material that enables the 
package to be sealed. Other layers can also be incorporated. 
Properties, such as permeability to oxygen and moisture, 
strength, stiffness and other packaging requirements may 
dictate material selection. The outer and inner layers are 
both typically made from plastic ?lm, such as polyethylene 
or polypropylene. 

In order to entice a customer to purchase a product, 
manufacturers typically incorporate promotional advertise 
ments into the product’s packaging. For ?lm bags, the 
promotional advertising has generally been limited to 
printed indicia on the outer layer of the bag, or ancillary 
labels that are applied on top of the outer layer. 

There have also been attempts over the years to incorpo 
rate removable advertising and/or promotional items, such 
as coupons and stickers, into a product’s packaging. The 
incorporation of a sticker onto packaging is particularly 
appealing for products directed toWard children, such as 
candy. The stickers tend to entice the children and/or parent 
to purchase the product in order to subsequently use the 
sticker. The prior attempts at forming such package con 
?gurations all required the incorporation of a release liner or 
deadening agent into the packaging to prevent the removable 
items from adhering to the underlying packaging prior to 
removal. For example, US. Pat. No. 4,345,393 to Price et al. 
discloses a package laminate that includes a removable 
portion. The removable portion is coated With an adhesive 
repellant or release agent to facilitate its removal from the 
laminate. 

The primary de?ciency With the incorporation of release 
liners and deadening agents in a package is the cost asso 
ciated With fabricating the packaging increases since the 
fabrication process requires additional materials and manu 
facturing steps. 
A need, therefore, exists for an improved ?lm bag Which 

incorporates a removable promotional sticker and is rela 
tively inexpensive to fabricate. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

An object of the invention is to provide a ?lm bag made 
from a laminate structure Which includes a removable 
sticker portion. 

Another object of the present invention is to provide a ?lm 
bag laminate Which includes a means for removing a sticker 
portion from the remaining portion of the laminate. 

These and other objects and advantages are provided by 
a ?lm bag according to the present invention Which is 
operative for containing articles, such as candies, food and 
other items. The ?lm bag is made from a laminate that 
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2 
includes a sealing layer and an outer layer. The outer layer 
preferably has printed indicia formed on it. The outer layer 
includes a ?xed portion Which is attached to the sealing layer 
With a permanent adhesive. The outer layer also includes a 
removable sticker portion Which is substantially coplanar 
With the ?xed portion. The removable sticker portion is 
attached to the sealing layer With a pressure sensitive 
adhesive. Preferably, at least part of the pressure sensitive 
adhesive on the removable portion is separated from the 
permanent adhesive on the ?xed portion by a gap. 

In one embodiment of the invention, the gap betWeen the 
pressure sensitive adhesive and the permanent adhesive 
completely surrounds the pressure sensitive adhesive. 
The foregoing and other features and advantages of the 

present invention Will become more apparent in light of the 
folloWing detailed description of the preferred embodiments 
thereof, as illustrated in the accompanying ?gures. As Will 
be realiZed, the invention is capable of modi?cations in 
various respects, all Without departing from the invention. 
Accordingly, the draWings and the description are to be 
regarded as illustrative in nature, and not as restrictive. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

For the purpose of illustrating the invention, the draWings 
shoW a form of the invention Which is presently preferred. 
HoWever, it should be understood that this invention is not 
limited to the precise arrangements and instrumentalities 
shoWn in the draWings. 

FIG. 1 is a perspective vieW of a ?lm bag With a 
removable sticker according to the present invention. 

FIG. 2 is a cross-section taken along lines 2—2 in FIG. 1 
illustrating the novel laminate con?guration in the ?lm bag 
according to the present invention. 

FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram of one preferred method of 
forming the ?lm bag laminate according to the present 
invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

Referring noW to the draWings, Wherein like reference 
numerals illustrate corresponding or similar elements 
throughout the several vieWs, FIG. 1 shoWs a ?lm bag 10 
according to the present invention. The bag 10 is formed 
from a laminate 12 that includes a series of constituent layers 
adhesively attached to one another. The ?lm bag 10 is 
con?gured to contain one or more products, such as candy 
or food items. The ?lm bag 10 preferably includes graphical 
indicia 14, such as pictorial images or text, Which may be 
directed toWard the package contents or depict a trademark. 
The ?lm bag 10 includes at least one peel off or removable 
sticker 16 that is formed as a part of the ?lm bag 10. Upon 
removal, the sticker 16 can be adhered to other items, such 
as a child’s shirt or a booklet. 

A more detailed understanding of the invention Will 
become apparent With reference to FIG. 2 Which shoWs a 
cross-section through the laminate 12. The laminate 12 in 
one preferred embodiment includes an outer layer 18 and a 
continuous inner or sealing layer 20. The outer layer 18 is 
preferably made from an oriented polypropylene ?lm having 
a thickness in a range of about 0.5 mils (13 microns) to about 
2.0 mils (50 microns), and more preferably about 0.75 mils 
(19 microns). One suitable polypropylene ?lm for use in the 
present invention is sold by Applied Extrusion Technologies, 
Inc., NeW Castle, Del. The inner layer 20 is preferably made 
from polyethylene ?lm having a thickness in a range from 
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about 1 mil. to about 4 mils. There are a Wide variety of 
polyethylene ?lms that Would be suitable for use in the 
present invention. 

While the preferred embodiment uses ?lm for forming the 
laminate, other materials are also contemplated by the 
present invention, such as foil or paper. 

As discussed above, the outer layer 18 preferably includes 
printed indicia, such as graphics or teXt. The indicia is 
formed by one or more layers of printed ink 22 that are 
preferably disposed on one side of the outer layer 18. As 
shoWn in the illustrated embodiment, the ink 22 is preferably 
deposited on the internally facing side of the outer layer 18. 
Printing inks for use in ?lm bags and processes for applying 
such inks are Well knoWn in the art and, therefore, no further 
discussion is needed in this application since a skilled artisan 
Would be readily capable of selecting and applying an 
appropriate printing ink to the laminate 12. 
As shoWn in FIG. 2, the removable sticker 16 is formed 

as a portion of the ?lm bag 10. More particularly, the outer 
layer 16 includes a ?Xed portion 24 and a removable sticker 
portion 26. The removable sticker portion 26 is preferably 
formed from the same material as the ?Xed portion 24 and 
substantially coplanar thereWith. The removable sticker por 
tion 26 has graphical indicia formed on it by a printed ink 
layer 28 that is disposed on one side of the removable sticker 
portion 26. The graphical indicia formed by the printed ink 
layer 28 on the removable sticker portion 26 may be 
con?gured as part of the graphical indicia formed by the 
printed ink 22 on the ?Xed portion 24 or may represent a 
promotional graphic Which is made from a distinct printed 
layer. 

The outer layer 18, including the ?Xed portion 24 and the 
removable sticker portion 26, is attached to the inner layer 
20, preferably by means of an adhesive. In one preferred 
embodiment, the ?Xed portion 24 is attached to the inner 
layer 20 by a permanent adhesive 30, such as a solvent based 
adhesive. In a further embodiment of the invention, the 
permanent adhesive is a urethane based adhesive, such as 
Uno?eX Mark III sold by Morton International, Inc. The 
permanent adhesive 30 is preferably applied at a thickness of 
about 0.03 to about 0.2 mils. Other methods of ?Xedly 
attaching the ?Xed portion 24 of the outer layer 18 to the 
inner layer 20 are contemplated by the present invention. A 
skilled artisan, based on the teachings provided in this 
speci?cation, Would readily appreciate the various alternate 
means for attaching the ?Xed portion 24 to the inner layer 20. 

The removable sticker portion 26 is attached to the inner 
layer 20 With a pressure sensitive adhesive 32. The type of 
pressure sensitive adhesive 32 selected for use in the present 
invention Will vary depending on the desired use for the 
sticker (e.g., adhering to clothing or paper). Those skilled in 
the art Would readily be capable of selecting a suitable 
pressure sensitive adhesive 32 in light of the teachings 
provided herein. In one embodiment of the invention, the 
pressure sensitive adhesive is a Water-based acrylic 
adhesive, such as Nacor® 72-8761 adhesive, sold by 
National Starch and Chemical Company, BridgeWater, N]. 
The pressure sensitive adhesive 32 is preferably applied to 
the removable sticker portion 26 With a thickness of about 
0.07 to 0.25 mils. The pressure sensitive adhesive 32 is 
designed to removably af?X the removable sticker portion 26 
to the inner layer 20. The pressure sensitive adhesive 32 is 
also selected so as to remain on the removable sticker 
portion 26 When the removable sticker 16 is detached from 
the inner layer 20. This permits the sticker 16 to be reapplied 
to other items, such as a child’s shirt. 
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4 
While the above discussion has described the application 

of the adhesive to the outer layer 18, it is also contemplated 
that the adhesive instead be applied to the inner layer 20. 
A gap or cutout 34 is formed betWeen the pressure 

sensitive adhesive 32 and the permanent adhesive 30. This 
alloWs the removable sticker portion 26 to be easily sepa 
rated from the ?Xed portion 24 of the outer layer 18. In one 
embodiment of the invention, the gap 34 has a Width of 
about 0.03 inch to about 0.12 inch. The preferred Width is 
about 0.06 inch. Graphical indicia may be included on the 
outer layer 18 or inner layer 20 providing guidance on Where 
to cut the outer layer 18 so as to separate the ?Xed portion 
24 from the removable sticker portion 26 along the gap 34. 
Once the outer layer 18 is cut, the sticker 16 can be peeled 
off the inner layer 20. 

It is contemplated that a means for separating the sticker 
16 from the outer layer 18 may be provided. For eXample, 
the sticker 16 may be die cut from the outer layer 18. 
Alternately, the outer layer 18 can be scored or perforated 
around the sticker 16 using a conventional mechanical or 
laser scoring device. Those skilled in the art are Well aWare 
of the various methods and devices that eXist for forming a 
gap in a laminate. 

In one preferred embodiment, the gap 34 also separates a 
section of the removable sticker portion 26 from the ?Xed 
portion 24, thus providing a means for separating the sticker 
16 from the outer layer 20 by alloWing a person to stick the 
tip of their ?nger under the removable sticker portion 26 to 
peel it off the inner layer 20. 

In a more preferred embodiment, the gap 34 extends 
completely around the pressure sensitive adhesive 32 and/or 
the entire sticker 16 (i.e., removable sticker portion 26, 
printed ink 28 and the pressure sensitive adhesive 32), thus 
permitting complete access to the sticker 16. 

While the invention has been discussed as including tWo 
layers or sheets of ?lm, it is also contemplated that addi 
tional sheets of ?lm may be added. Furthermore, the present 
invention is not limited to the use of a pressure sensitive 
adhesive under the sticker portion. For eXample, it is also 
contemplated that a thermally active adhesive may be 
applied to the laminate under the sticker portion. The 
thermally active adhesive is of the type that is activated 
When eXposed to heat, such as by ironing. In this embodi 
ment of the invention, there Would be no adhesive holding 
the sticker to the inner layer. Hence, a complete gap cannot 
be formed in the outer layer around the sticker since there 
Would be nothing to hold the sticker onto the inner layer. 
Instead, if a gap is included in the outer layer, the gap must 
only partially surround the sticker, such as a perforation. 
The bag laminate according to the present invention is 

preferably made in a single forming process 100 as shoWn 
in FIG. 3 and discussed hereinafter. 
The outer layer of material 102 is fed through a series of 

printing stations 104 Wherein one or more layers of printed 
ink are applied to the outer layer in any conventional manner 
knoWn to those skilled in the art. 

The outer layer 102 With the printing formed thereon is 
then fed through ?rst and second adhesive application 
stations 106, 108. Each adhesive application station includes 
a rotogravure laminating cylinder 110 that has a copper or 
similar surface Which is capable of being engraved, a pan 
112 for applying a suitable liquid to the cylinder 110, and a 
doctor blade 114 for removing liquid from the non-engraved 
portions of the cylinder 110. Rotogravure printing processes 
are Well knoWn to those skilled in the art, and are discussed 
in Package Printing, by Nelson R. Eldred, Ph.D, Jemlar 
Publishing Co., Inc, Plainview, NY, pages 86—88 (1993). 
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In a preferred embodiment of the present invention, in the 
?rst adhesive application station 106, the surface of a ?rst 
rotogravure cylinder 110‘ is engraved so as to deliver the 
appropriate amount and pattern of pressure sensitive adhe 
sive. The ?rst rotogravure cylinder 110‘ rotates Within a pan 
of pressure sensitive adhesive 112‘. As the outer layer 102 
passes the cylinder 110‘, the pressure sensitive adhesive is 
applied to the layer With a suitable amount of pressure from 
a roller 116‘ to force the adhesive to transfer to the outer 
layer 102. The non-engraved portion of the ?rst rotogravure 
cylinder 110‘ produces a space Within the pressure sensitive 
adhesive layer. 

The outer layer 102 and pressure sensitive adhesive 
combination is fed through a dryer 118 to dry the adhesive 
and then into the second adhesive application station 108. In 
the second adhesive station 108, the surface of a second 
rotogravure cylinder 110“ is engraved so as to provide a 
mirror image of the permanent adhesive portion of the ?lm 
bag laminate. The second rotogravure cylinder 110“ rotates 
Within a pan 112“ of permanent adhesive. As the outer layer 
102 passes the second rotogravure cylinder 110“, the per 
manent adhesive is applied to the outer layer 102 in register 
With the space left in the pressure sensitive adhesive portion. 
The outer layer 102 is then fed through a dryer 120 to dry 
the adhesive. 

After the adhesive has suf?ciently dried, an inner layer of 
material is brought into register With the outer layer and the 
combination is laminated in a conventional manner, such as 
With heat and pressure, to complete the ?lm bag laminate 
124. 

Although the invention has been described and illustrated 
With respect to the eXemplary embodiments thereof, it 
should be understood by those skilled in the art that the 
foregoing and various other changes, omissions and addi 
tions may be made therein and thereto, Without departing 
from the spirit and scope of the present invention. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A bag laminate comprising: 
an inner layer; and 
an outer layer having printed indicia formed thereon, the 

outer layer including a ?Xed portion and a removable 
sticker portion, the ?Xed portion being attached to the 
inner layer With a permanent adhesive, and the remov 
able sticker portion being attached to the inner layer 
With a pressure sensitive adhesive. 

2. The ?lm bag laminate of claim 1 Wherein a gap also 
separates at least part of the pressure sensitive adhesive on 
the removable portion from the permanent adhesive on the 
?Xed portion. 

3. The ?lm bag laminate of claim 2 Wherein the gap 
completely separates the pressure sensitive adhesive from 
the permanent adhesive. 

4. The ?lm bag laminate of claim 2 Wherein the gap 
completely separates the removable sticker portion and the 
pressure sensitive adhesive portion from the ?Xed portion 
and the permanent adhesive portion. 

5. The ?lm bag laminate of claim 1 Wherein the ?Xed 
portion and the removable sticker portion are substantially 
coplanar. 

6. The ?lm bag laminate of claim 1 Wherein the outer 
layer is made from polypropylene material. 

7. The ?lm bag laminate of claim 6 Wherein the polypro 
pylene material has a thickness betWeen about 0.5 mils and 
about 2 mils. 

8. The ?lm bag laminate of claim 1 Wherein the inner 
layer is made from polyethylene material. 

9. The ?lm bag laminate of claim 8 Wherein the polyeth 
ylene material has a thickness betWeen about 1 mil and about 
4 mils. 
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10. The ?lm bag laminate of claim 1 Wherein the perma 

nent adhesive is a urethane based adhesive. 
11. The ?lm bag laminate of claim 10 Wherein the 

permanent adhesive has a thickness betWeen about 0.03 mils 
and about 0.2 mils. 

12. The ?lm bag laminate of claim 1 Wherein the pressure 
sensitive adhesive is a Water-based acrylic adhesive. 

13. The ?lm bag laminate of claim 12 Wherein the 
pressure sensitive adhesive has a thickness betWeen about 
0.07 mils and about 0.25 mils. 

14. A ?lm bag laminate comprising: 
an inner layer; 
an outer layer having a ?Xed portion and a removable 

sticker portion; and 
an adhesive layer disposed betWeen the outer layer and 

the inner layer the adhesive layer operative for adhe 
sively attaching the outer layer to the inner layer, the 
adhesive layer including 
a pressure sensitive adhesive portion located betWeen 

the inner layer and the removable sticker portion of 
the outer layer, and 

a permanent adhesive portion located betWeen the inner 
layer and the ?Xed portion of the outer layer. 

15. The ?lm bag laminate of claim 14 Wherein at least part 
of the pressure sensitive adhesive portion is separated from 
the permanent adhesive by a gap. 

16. The ?lm bag laminate of claim 15 Wherein at least part 
of the removable sticker portion is separated from the ?Xed 
portion by a gap. 

17. The ?lm bag laminate of claim 15 Wherein the gap 
completely separates the pressure sensitive adhesive from 
the permanent adhesive. 

18. The ?lm bag laminate of claim 15 Wherein the gap 
completely separates the removable sticker portion and the 
pressure sensitive adhesive portion from the ?Xed portion 
and the permanent adhesive portion. 

19. The ?lm bag laminate of claim 14 Wherein the ?Xed 
portion and the removable sticker portion are substantially 
coplanar. 

20. The ?lm bag laminate of claim 14 Wherein the outer 
layer is made from polypropylene material. 

21. The ?lm bag laminate of claim 20 Wherein the 
polypropylene material has a thickness betWeen about 0.5 
mils and about 2 mils. 

22. The ?lm bag laminate of claim 14 Wherein the inner 
layer is made from polyethylene material. 

23. The ?lm bag laminate of claim 22 Wherein the 
polyethylene material has a thickness betWeen about 1 mil 
and about 4 mils. 

24. The ?lm bag laminate of claim 14 Wherein the 
permanent adhesive is a urethane based adhesive. 

25. The ?lm bag laminate of claim 24 Wherein the 
permanent adhesive has a thickness of betWeen about 0.03 
mils and about 0.2 mils. 

26. The ?lm bag laminate of claim 14 Wherein the 
pressure sensitive adhesive is a Water-based acrylic adhe 
sive. 

27. A bag laminate comprising: 
an inner layer; and 
an outer layer having printed indicia formed thereon, the 

outer layer including a ?Xed portion and a removable 
decal portion, the ?Xed portion being attached to the 
inner layer With a permanent adhesive, and the remov 
able decal portion having a thermally sensitive adhe 
sive on the surface thereof facing the inner layer. 

28. The ?lm bag laminate of claim 26 Wherein the 
pressure sensitive adhesive has a thickness of betWeen about 
0.07 mils and about 0.25 mils. 
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29. A bag laminate comprising: 
a continuous inner layer; and 

an outer layer having printed indicia forrned thereon, the 
outer layer including a ?xed portion and a removable 
sticker portion, the ?xed portion being attached to the 
inner layer With a permanent adhesive, and the rernov 
able sticker portion being attached to the inner layer 
With a pressure sensitive adhesive. 

30. The bag larninate of claim 29 Wherein a gap also 
separates at least part of the pressure sensitive adhesive on 
the removable portion from the permanent adhesive on the 
?xed portion. 

8 
31. The bag larninate of claim 30 Wherein the gap 

cornpletely separates the pressure sensitive adhesive from 
the permanent adhesive. 

32. The bag larninate of claim 30 Wherein the gap 
cornpletely separates the removable sticker portion and the 
pressure sensitive adhesive portion from the ?xed portion 
and the permanent adhesive portion. 

33. The bag larninate of claim 29 Wherein the ?xed 
portion and the removable sticker portion are substantially 

10 coplanar. 


