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SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR ENABLING 
AUTOMATIC PERFORMANCE OF 

INSTRUMENT FUNCTIONS 

This application is a con of Ser. No. 09/006,550 ?led Jan. 
13, 1998. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates generally to an interface for 
a display screen and, more particularly, to a graphical user 
interface Which, With a control device, enables manipulation 
of graphic images on a display screen. 

In an instrument Which includes a display screen, an 
on-screen menu, and a control device, a user may interact 
With the on-screen menu by vieWing the on-screen menu, 
deciding to select a menu item, and manipulating the control 
device to generate menu movement and to enable entry of 
the menu selection. 

The instrument may comprise a hand-held Wireless tele 
phone Which includes an on-screen menu displayed in a text 
text-based interface on a small liquid-crystal display screen, 
and a jog dial control device for scrolling through the menu 
and for entry of a menu selection and execution of an 
instrument function thereby. 

In an instrument Which includes a display screen and 
control element, and Which is adapted to enable selection of 
and connection to a telephone number, a user may Wish to 
vieW the name of the party called or transmit a code for 
enabling connection to a service. 

Therefore, there has been a need existing for a system 
Which enables the user of an instrument to vieW the name of 
a party called or transmit a code required to connect With a 
service. The present invention ful?lls these needs. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

Brie?y, and in general terms, the present invention pro 
vides an on-screen menu in an interactive graphical user 

interface, Which provides for enabling display of the name 
of a party called or transmission of a code for connection to 
a service. 

The system enables automatic performance of functions 
of an instrument. It includes means for enabling entry in the 
instrument of information relating to a party, and informa 
tion associated With the related information. It further 
includes means for performing automatically an instrument 
function in connection With the related information and the 
associated information. 
One aspect of the present invention is that a system 

enables the user to vieW and manipulate graphic images in 
an on-screen menu in an intuitive graphical user interface in 

a display screen. 

Another aspect of the present invention is that a system 
enables the user to enter information related to a party and 
associated With the party, and automatically execute a func 
tion in connection With the related information and the 
associated information through an on-screen menu in a 
display screen in an instrument. 

Other features and advantages of the invention Will 
become apparent from folloWing detailed description taken 
in conjunction With the accompanying draWings, Which 
illustrate, by Way of example, the features of the invention. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The FIGURE is an elevational vieW of a display in an 
instrument Which includes an on-screen menu in accordance 
With the present invention. 
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2 
DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

Referring noW to the draWings, there are shoWn preferred 
embodiments of a system 10 for enabling manipulation of a 
plurality of graphic images 12 on a display screen 14. A 
graphical user interface 18 Which comprises a bitmap dis 
play includes the graphic image 12 therein. In the screen 14 
shoWn in the FIGURE, a header graphic image 32 is also 
presented. 

In a preferred embodiment, as shoWn in FIGURE, system 
10 is adapted to enable automatic performance of functions 
of an instrument 36. For example, instrument 36 may 
comprise a Wireless telephone, Which includes elements 72, 
such as a keypad, for enabling entry of information 74 
relating to a party, such as the telephone number of the party, 
and information 76 associated With the party, such as the 
name of the party. Instrument 36 further includes a display 
screen 14, for displaying related information 74 and asso 
ciated information 76. Instrument 36 is adapted to automati 
cally display the name of the party associated With the 
telephone number of the party, upon entry of the telephone 
number of the party. 

Instrument 36 may further or alternatively comprise a 
pager, Which is adapted to connect instrument 36 to the 
telephone number entered, Wherein related information 36 
may comprise the telephone number of a paging service. 
Associated information 76 may comprise a personal identi 
?cation number. Instrument 36 may then be adapted to 
automatically transmit the personal identi?cation number to 
the paging service, upon connection of the entered telephone 
number With the paging service, for enabling connection of 
instrument 36 to the paging service. 
From the foregoing it Will be appreciated that the system 

of the present invention provides advantages in enabling 
automatic performance of instrument functions. While par 
ticular forms of the invention have been illustrated and 
described, it Will be apparent that various modi?cations can 
be made Without departing from the spirit and scope of the 
invention. Accordingly, the invention is not to be limited, 
except as by the folloWing claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A system for enabling automatic performance of func 

tions of an instrument Which comprises a Wireless telephone 
Which includes a display screen, and means for displaying 
the telephone number on the display screen, comprising: 
means for enabling entry and storage in the instrument of 

information relating to a party Which comprises a 
telephone number, and information associated With the 
telephone number Which comprises the name of the 
party associated With the telephone number; and 

means for performing automatically a function in con 
nection With the associated information upon subse 
quent entry of the telephone number in the instrument 
to access the telephone number from storage and to 
automatically perform the associated information 
function, Which comprises automatically accessing 
from storage and displaying the name of the party 
associated With the telephone number along With the 
entered telephone number on the display upon subse 
quent entry and access from storage of the telephone 
number. 

2. A system for enabling automatic performance of func 
tions of an instrument, Which comprises a paging 
instrument, comprising: 
means for enabling entry and storage in the instrument of 

information relating to a party, Which comprises the 
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telephone number of a paging service, and information 
associated With the telephone number, Which comprises 
a personal identi?cation number; 

means for performing automatically a function in con 
nection With the associated information, to access the 
telephone number from storage and transmit the tele 
phone number, and to automatically perform the asso 
ciated information function, Which comprises auto 
matically accessing from storage and transmitting the 
personal identi?cation number to the paging service 
telephone number upon subsequent entry and access 
from storage of the telephone number in the instrument; 
and 

means for connecting the paging instrument to the paging 
service telephone number. 

3. The system of claim 2, further comprising a display 
screen, and means for displaying the entered paging service 
telephone number on the display. 

4. The system of claim 2 Wherein the displaying means are 
further adapted to display the personal identi?cation num 
ber. 

5. A system for enabling automatic performance of func 
tions of an instrument Which comprises a Wireless telephone 
Which includes a display screen, and an element for display 
ing the telephone number on the display screen, comprising: 

an element for enabling entry and storage in the instru 
ment of information relating to a party Which comprises 
a telephone number, and information associated With 
the telephone number Which comprises the name of the 
party associated With the telephone number; and 

an element for performing automatically a function in 
connection With the associated information upon sub 
sequent entry of the telephone number in the instrument 
to access the telephone number from storage and to 
automatically perform the associated information 
function, Which comprises automatically accessing 
from storage and displaying the name of the party 
associated With the telephone number along With the 
entered telephone number on the display upon subse 
quent entry and access from storage of the telephone 
number. 

6. A system for enabling automatic performance of func 
tions of an instrument, Which comprises a paging 
instrument, comprising: 

an element for enabling entry and storage in the instru 
ment of information relating to a party, Which com 
prises the telephone number of a paging server, and 
information associated With the telephone number, 
Which comprises a personal identi?cation number; 

an element for performing automatically a function in 
connection With the associated information, to access 
the telephone number from storage and transmit the 
telephone number, and to automatically perform the 
associated information function, Which comprises auto 
matically accessing from storage and transmitting the 
personal identi?cation number to the paging service 
telephone number upon subsequent entry and access 
from storage of the telephone number in the instrument; 
and 

an element for connecting the paging instrument to the 
paging service telephone number. 

7. A method of enabling automatic performance of func 
tions of an instrument Which comprises a Wireless telephone 
Which includes a display screen, and an element for display 
ing the telephone number on the display screen, in a system 
Which comprises an element for enabling entry and storage 
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4 
in the instrument of information relating to a party Which 
comprises a telephone number, and information associated 
With the telephone number Which comprises the name of the 
party associated With the telephone number, and an element 
for performing automatically a function in connection With 
the associated information upon subsequent entry of the 
telephone number in the instrument to access the telephone 
number from storage and to automatically perform the 
associated information function, Which comprises automati 
cally accessing from storage and displaying the name of the 
party associated With the telephone number along With the 
entered telephone number on the display upon subsequent 
entry and access from storage of the telephone number, 
Wherein the method comprises: 

entering the telephone number, and the name of the party 
associated With the telephone number, in the Wireless 
telephone; 

subsequently entering the telephone number in the Wire 
less telephone; and 

automatically accessing from storage and displaying the 
name of the party associated With the telephone number 
along With the entered telephone number upon subse 
quent entry and access from storage of the telephone 
number. 

8. A method of enabling automatic performance of func 
tions of an instrument Which comprise a paging instrument, 
in a system Which comprises an element for enabling entry 
and storage in the instrument of information relating to a 
party Which comprises a telephone number of a paging 
service, and information associated With the telephone num 
ber Which comprises a personal identi?cation number, and 
an element for performing automatically a function in con 
nection With the associated information upon subsequent 
entry of the telephone number in the instrument to access the 
telephone number from storage and to automatically per 
form the associated information function Which comprises 
automatically accessing from storage and transmitting the 
personal identi?cation number to the paging service tele 
phone number upon subsequent entry and access from 
storage of the telephone number in the instrument, and an 
element for connecting the instrument to the telephone 
number, Wherein the method comprises: 

entering the telephone number of a paging service, and a 
personal identi?cation number, in the paging instru 
ment; 

subsequently entering the telephone number of the paging 
service in the paging instrument, accessing the paging 
service telephone number from storage, and connecting 
the paging instrument to the paging service telephone 
number; and 

automatically transmitting the personal identi?cation 
number to the connected paging service telephone 
number upon subsequent entry and access from storage 
of the paging service telephone number an connection 
With the paging service. 

9. The method of claim 8, Wherein the instrument further 
comprises a display screen, and means for displaying the 
entered paging service telephone number on the display 
screen, further comprising the step of displaying the entered 
paging service number on the display screen. 

10. The method of claim 8, Wherein the displaying means 
are further adapted to display the personal identi?cation 
number, further comprising the step of displaying the 
entered personal identi?cation number on the display screen. 

* * * * * 


