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(57) ABSTRACT 

A titanium article for an ultrasonic inspection is provided in 
Which the titanium article can be ultrasonic inspected for 
determining its acceptability in for microstructurally sensi 
tive applications. The ultrasonic inspection method com 
prises providing a titanium article, directing ultrasonic 
energy of ultrasonic inspection to the titanium article; scat 
tering re?ected energy in the titanium article; determining an 
amount of noise generated by the ultrasonic inspection of the 
titanium article; and characterizing the titanium article as 
acceptable if the amount of noise as a function of ultrasonic 
frequency or Wavelength is characteristic of predominantly 
Rayleigh scattering and the magnitude of the noise is less 
than a pre-determined noise level. The titanium article 
comprises an uniform-?ne grain microstructure. The 
uniform-?ne grain microstructure generates predominantly 
Rayleigh scattering When undergoing ultrasonic inspection. 
The invention also sets forth a method of forming a titanium 
article. The method of forming comprises providing a uni 
form ?ne grain titanium material by a processes selected 
from forging and heat treating a billet of conventional 
titanium material into the titanium article. 

16 Claims, 8 Drawing Sheets 
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TITANIUM ARTICLES AND STRUCTURES 
FOR ULTRASONIC INSPECTION METHODS 

AND SYSTEMS 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The invention relates to titanium articles and structures 
for inspection methods and systems. In particular, the inven 
tion relates to inspecting titanium articles and structures 
using ultrasonic energy inspection methods and systems. 

Nondestructive evaluation of articles and structures by 
ultrasonic inspection and ultrasonic inspection testing is a 
knoWn testing and evaluation method. Ultrasonic testing 
typically requires that detectable ?aWs in the articles and 
structures possess different acoustic behaviors from bulk 
material articles and structures undergoing similar ultrasonic 
inspection. This different behavior permits the ultrasonic 
inspection to detect ?aWs, grains, imperfections, and other 
related microstructural characteristics for a material. 

Materials forming articles and structures With large, elas 
tically anisotropic grains, such as, but not limited to, cast 
ingots of steels, titanium alloys, and nickel alloys, are often 
dif?cult to evaluate by ultrasonic testing. The dif?culties 
arise, at least in part to, because sound Waves, Which are 
used for ultrasonic inspection, are re?ected from grains and 
grain arrays sharing common elastic behavior, and represent 
a background “noise.” The generated background noise can 
mask ?aWs in the material, and is thus undesirable. 

Ultrasonic inspection techniques have been developed 
that use focused ultrasonic beams to enhance a ?aW fraction 
Within any instantaneously insoni?ed volume of material in 
articles and structures. These developed ultrasonic inspec 
tion techniques can identify indications based both on maXi 
mum signal, as Well as signal to noise. Ascattering of sound 
in a polycrystalline metallic material body, Which is also 
knoWn in the art as an attenuation of a propagating sound 
Wave, can be described as a function of at least one of grain 

dimensions, intrinsic material characteristics, and ultrasound 
frequency. Typically, three different functional relationships 
among scattering, frequency, and grain dimensions have 
been described. These are: 

for >\.>2J'IZD, a=Tv4®, termed “Rayleigh” scattering; 
for >\.<2J'IZD or )tED, a=Dv2Z, termed “stochastic” or 

“phase” scattering; and 
for )\.<<D, a l/D, termed “diffusion” scattering; 

Where 0t is attenuation, )L is Wavelength of the ultrasound 
energy, v is frequency of the ultrasound energy, D is an 
average grain diameter, T is a scattering volume of grains, 
and G) and Z are scattering factors based on elastic properties 
of the material being inspected. 

The microstructure of a material in articles and structures 
can determine the applications in Which the articles and 
structures can be used, and the microstructure of a material 
can limit the applications in Which the can be used. The 
microstructure can be determined by measuring the scatter 
ing of sound in a material. The scattering of sound in a 
material, such as titanium, may be sensitive to its micro 
structure. The titanium microstructure’s sound scattering 
sensitivity can be attributed to otTi particles that are arranged 
into “colonies.” These colonies typically have a common 
crystallographic (and elastic) orientation, and these colonies 
of otTi particles can behave as large grains in the titanium 
material. An individual otTi particle might be about 5 pm in 
diameter, hoWever, a colony of otTi particles could be greater 
than about 200 pm in diameter. Thus, the siZe contribution 
attributed to sound scattering sensitivity from otTi particles 
could vary over 40-fold among differing microstructures. 

15 

25 

35 

45 

55 

65 

2 
Additionally, the sound scattering sensitivity due to otTi 
particles could change betWeen that from randomly crystal 
lographically oriented otTi particles to that from otTi par 
ticles Within crystallographically oriented colonies of otTi 
particles. 

Colony structures are formed during cooling a titanium 
alloy from a high temperature as [3Ti transforms to otTi. 
There is a crystallographic relation betWeen the otTi and the 
parent [3Ti grain, such that there are only three crystallo 
graphic orientations that otTi Will take forming from a given 
[3Ti grain. If the cooling rate is high and there is uniform 
nucleation of otTi throughout the grain, neighboring otTi 
particles have different orientations, and each behave as a 
distinct acoustic scattering entity. HoWever, if there are only 
a feW sites of otTi nucleation Within the [3Ti grain, then the 
otTi particles in a given area all groW With the same 
orientation, and a colony structure results. This colony 
becomes the acoustic entity. Since a colony is formed Within 
a [3Ti grain, the colony siZe Will be less than the [3Ti grain 
siZe. The siZe of [3Ti grains and the nature of otTi particles 
colony structures may be important variables that in?uence 
ultrasonic noise and ultrasonic inspection in single phase 
and tWo-phase titanium alloys and materials. Therefore, the 
siZe of [3Ti grains and the nature of otTi particles in colony 
structures may in?uence ultrasonic inspection techniques, 
methods, and results by creating undesirable noise during 
ultrasonic inspection. While thermomechanical processing 
techniques, Which rely on dynamic recrystalliZation in the 
ot+[3 temperature range to achieve uniform ?ne grain (UFG) 
otTi particles and prevent colony formation, have been 
developed to improve titanium microstructure, defects may 
remain in the titanium material. These defects may be 
undesirable for some titanium material applications. 

While ultrasonic inspection of most articles can be pre 
formed With some degree of certainty, the shape, siZe, 
con?guration, structure, and orientation of the articles and 
structures undergoing ultrasonic inspection may impair the 
ultrasonic inspection. There are shapes, siZes, 
con?gurations, structures, and orientations of some articles 
and structures that may enhance the ultrasonic inspection. 
Thus, in order to have acceptable titanium for certain 
applications, it is desirable to provide titanium articles and 
structures for ultrasonic inspection that enhances the ultra 
sonic inspection and can assist in the determination and 
differentiation of noise during ultrasonic inspection. Thus, 
With certain titanium articles and structures ultrasonic 
inspection method should be able to determine if ultrasonic 
inspection noise is attributed to a defect in the titanium 
material, or is due to other factors. 

Therefore, a need eXists for providing titanium articles 
and structures for ultrasonic inspection methods for enhanc 
ing accurate determinations of material characteristics and 
properties. Further, a need eXists for providing titanium 
articles and structures for ultrasonic inspection for enhanc 
ing accurate determinations of processed titanium charac 
teristics and properties. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

In one aspect of the invention, a titanium article for an 
ultrasonic inspection is provided. The titanium article can be 
ultrasonically inspected. for determining its acceptability in 
for microstructurally sensitive applications. The ultrasonic 
inspection method comprises providing a titanium article, 
directing ultrasonic energy of ultrasonic inspection to the 
titanium article; scattering re?ected energy in the titanium 
article; determining an amount of noise generated by the 
ultrasonic inspection of the titanium article; and character 
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iZing the titanium article as acceptable if the amount of noise 
as a function of ultrasonic frequency or Wavelength is 
characteristic of predominantly Rayleigh scattering, Which 
means that the scattering comprises at least a majority of the 
Rayleigh scattering that dominates other types of scattering, 
and the magnitude of the noise is less than a pre-determined 
noise level. The titanium article comprises an uniform-?ne 
grain microstructure. The uniform-?ne grain microstructure 
generates predominantly Rayleigh scattering When under 
going ultrasonic inspection. 

The invention also sets forth a method for forming a 
titanium article for an ultrasonic inspection. The ultrasonic 
inspection method is capable of determining acceptability of 
the titanium article for microstructurally sensitive applica 
tions in Which the method comprises providing a titanium 
article, directing ultrasonic energy of ultrasonic inspection 
to the titanium article; scattering re?ected energy in the 
titanium article; determining an amount of noise generated 
by the ultrasonic inspection of the titanium article; and 
characteriZing the titanium article as acceptable if the 
amount ;f noise as a function of ultrasonic frequency or 
Wavelength is characteristic of predominantly Rayleigh scat 
tering and the magnitude of the noise is less than a pre 
determined noise level. The method of forming comprises 
providing a uniform ?ne grain titanium material by a pro 
cesses selected from forging and heat treating a billet of 
conventional titanium material into the titanium article. 

These and other aspects, advantages and salient features 
of the invention Will become apparent from the folloWing 
detailed description, Which, When taken in conjunction With 
the annexed draWings, Where like parts are designated by 
like reference characters throughout the draWings, disclose 
embodiments of the invention. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 illustrates light micrographs of Ti6242 material 
that in the folloWing conditions: (a) conventional billet; (b) 
conventional forging; (c) uniform ?ne grain (UFG) billet; 
(d) a forging of a UFG billet; 

FIG. 2 illustrates icosahedral images generated from 
EBSP analysis of a Ti6242 material in the folloWing con 
ditions: (a) conventional billet; (b) conventional forging; (c) 
UFG billet; (d) forged UFG billet; 

FIG. 3 illustrate [0001] pole ?gures generated from EBSP 
analysis of a Ti6242 material in the folloWing conditions: (a) 
conventional billet; (b) conventional forging; (c) UFG billet; 
(d) forged UFG billet; 

FIG. 4 illustrate 5 MHZ C-scan images of Ti6242 blocks 
containing arrays of 0.79 mm (1/32 inch) diameter ?at bottom 
holes, Which are drilled 25 mm beloW a surface, in Which the 
top left is titanium UFG billet, the top right is a conventional 
titanium billet, the bottom left is a conventional titanium 
forging, and the bottom right is a titanium UFG forging, 
Wherein the 5 MHZ C-scan images are taken at 12dB 
attenuation noise scan; 

FIG. 5 illustrate 5 MHZ C-scan images of Ti6242 blocks 
containing arrays of 0.79 mm (1/32 inch) diameter ?at bottom 
holes, Which are drilled 25 mm beloW a surface, in Which the 
top left is titanium UFG billet, the top right is a conventional 
titanium billet, the bottom left is a conventional titanium 
forging, and the bottom right is a titanium UFG forging, 
Wherein the 5 MHZ C-scan images are taken at 34dB 
attenuation signal scan; 

FIG. 6 illustrates a graph of average signals from ?at 
bottom holes With respect to those in the block machined 
from the conventional billet; 
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4 
FIG. 7 illustrates a graph of average noise from blocks 

referenced to that from the block machined from the con 
ventional billet; and 

FIG. 8 illustrates a graph of signal to noise ratios of 
Ti6242 blocks as a function of frequency. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

The titanium articles and structures, as embodied by the 
invention, provide titanium articles and structures for ultra 
sonic inspection methods and systems. The titanium articles 
and structures, as embodied by the invention, that are 
inspected can be used to determine if the titanium micro 
structures comprise ?ne-scale granular otTi particles. Also, 
the titanium articles and structures, as embodied by the 
invention, provide titanium articles and structures for ultra 
sonic inspection With enhanced determinations and indica 
tions of uniform-?ne grain (UFG) billets and forgings made 
from UFG billets. Also, the titanium articles and structures, 
as embodied by the invention, provide titanium articles and 
structures for ultrasonic inspection, in Which the titanium 
articles and structures generally generate predominantly 
Rayleigh scattering, Which is indicative of uniform-?ne 
grain microstructure. The functionality of scattering as a 
function of acoustic entity siZe and ultrasound Wavelength 
varies in a smooth fashion from one regime (“Rayleigh” to 
“phase” to “diffusion”) to another. For adequate inspection 
to ?nd critical ?aWs, and to assure predominantly Rayleigh 
scattering, the acoustic entity siZe needs to be not greater 
than about 1/10 the Wavelength of the sound used for inspec 
tion. 

The generated Rayleigh scattering from titanium articles 
and structures, as embodied by the invention, is typically 
indicative that the titanium articles and structures comprise 
uniform-?ne grains (UFG). Thus, the titanium articles and 
structures are suitable for various microstructurally sensitive 
applications, such as but not limited to turbine components. 
Therefore, using the titanium articles and structures, as 
embodied by the invention, for ultrasonic inspection Will 
enhance the results of ultrasonic inspection, because UFG 
titanium microstructures generate predominantly Rayleigh 
scattering. If the ultrasonic inspection determines scattering 
other than predominantly Rayleigh scattering, for eXample 
phase scattering alone or in combination With Rayleigh 
scattering, it is possible to characteriZe the titanium articles 
and structures as not comprising uniform-?ne grain tita 
mum. 

otTi particles are generally less than about 5 pm in 
diameter, and are generally formed With an absence of 
crystallographic teXture. The ultrasonic inspectability of 
these UFG titanium materials is characteriZed by a signal to 
noise ratio from machined ?at bottom holes. The signal to 
noise ratio obtained by ultrasonic inspection is greater in 
UFG titanium materials than in the conventional titanium 
materials. It has been determined that there is less ultrasonic 
backscattered noise in the UFG titanium materials than in 
the conventional titanium materials. Further, it has been 
determined using ultrasonic inspection of titanium articles 
and structures that an ultrasonic signal from machined 
?at-bottomed holes is higher in the UFG titanium material. 

Further, the ultrasonic inspection of titanium articles and 
structures indicates that the presence of a otTi particle colony 
structure is associated With ultrasonic noise. For titanium 
materials With otTi particles less than about 10 pm in siZe, 
differences in otTi particle siZe typically do not have a 
signi?cant effect on generated ultrasonic noise. For example, 
UFG billets display chie?y Rayleigh scattering, While con 
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ventional billets, Which are not be characterized by UFG 
properties, display Rayleigh scattering plus phase scattering 
When subjected to ultrasonic inspection. Therefore, as 
embodied by the invention, the inspectability of titanium 
containing materials is enhanced using titanium articles and 
structures that generate predominantly Rayleigh scattering. 

The titanium articles and structures, as embodied by the 
invention, for ultrasonic inspection comprise UFG micro 
structural characteristics and features that can be determined 
using the titanium article’s sound scattering sensitivity. The 
ultrasonic inspection method comprises providing a titanium 
articles and structures, as embodied by the invention, for 
example a Ti6242 alloy. This Ti6242 alloy material is merely 
exemplary. of the titanium materials for titanium articles and 
structures Within the scope of the invention. The description 
of a Ti6242 alloy for the titanium articles and structures is 
in no Way intended to limit the scope of the invention. 

The titanium articles and ,structures (or “titanium 
material”) is subjected to ultrasonic inspection by directing 
ultrasonic energy onto the titanium material. The ultrasonic 
energy directed into the material typically comprises a pulse 
of sound at a selected frequency. The sound pulse is scat 
tered in a manner determined by the frequency of the sound 
pulse, the microstructural features of the titanium material, 
and by intrinsic physical characteristics, such as but not 
limited to, elastic constants and mass density, of the titanium 
material. The scattered energy is then analyZed and a deter 
mination of the characteristics of the scattered noise is made 
With regard to the nature of the scattering for the titanium 
articles and structures. 

The titanium material for ultrasonic inspection comprises 
a uniform ?ne grain (UFG) material, Which can be produced 
by forging a billet of conventional titanium material into 
various and appropriate structures, con?gurations, and 
shapes, as embodied by the invention. For example, the UFG 
titanium articles and structures can be formed by steps of 
press forging, heat-treating, quenching, and subsequent 
cooling. The titanium that is actually subjected to the 
ultrasonic inspection, as embodied by the invention, may be 
further prepared by providing a titanium billet With at least 
one, for example a series, of ?at bottom holes. These ?at 
bottom holes Will serve as pixel intensity standards, upon 
Which the ultrasonic inspection can be gauged. 
A signal to noise ratio for synthetic ?aWs machined in the 

Ti6242 blocks is strongly in?uenced by titanium microstruc 
tural condition, for example as the Ti6242 is de?ned by 
electron backscatter diffraction analysis. Ti6242 blocks hav 
ing a microstructure comprising uniform, ?ne, texture-free 
otTi particles typically provided signal to noise ratios about 
20 dB greater than similar titanium blocks With microstruc 
tures having colonies comprising crystallographically 
aligned otTi particles. 

The ultrasonic inspection method and procedure Will noW 
be described With reference to titanium articles and struc 
tures and titanium materials, as embodied by the invention. 
In the folloWing discussion, the terms are used With their 
normal meanings as understood by person of ordinary skill 
in the art, unless discussed to the contrary. Further, the 
dimensions are approximate, unless stated to be exact. 

The ultrasonic inspection provides titanium articles and 
structures, such as a Ti6242 alloy, for evaluation. The 
Ti6242 material is evaluated When the titanium material has 
been con?gured into four microstructural conditions: a con 
ventional billet; a conventional forging from conventional 
billet; a uniform ?ne grain (UFG) billet; and a forging of the 
UFG billet. The individual billets Will be referred to by the 
above names, and collectively as “billets”. 
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The conventional billet is about 23 centimeters (cm) (9 

inch) in diameter. The conventional forging is from the bore 
region of a disk forging, for example a compressor disk 
forging. The UFG billet is produced as tWo bars from about 
10 cm><10 cm><20 cm sections taken from the commercial 
billet and having its grain re?ned under accepted titanium 
alloy grain re?nement processes. The forging of UFG billet 
is produced by press forging at temperatures of about 900° 
C. about a 7 cm tall, 6.35 cm diameter cylinder of the UFG 
billet to about a 2.80 cm ?nal height at 2.5 cm/min pressing 
speed. The forging of UFG billet is given a heat treatment of 
about 970° C., for about 1 hour, folloWed by a helium 
quench, at about 705° C., for about 8 hours, folloWed by an 
air cool. 

The microstructure of each billet is then evaluated by light 
microscopy. The crystallographic texture of each billet is 
then determined by electron backscatter diffraction pattern 
(EBSP) analysis. Light micrographs for each billet are 
displayed in FIG. 1, Where legend (a) is the conventional 
billet; legend (b) is the conventional forging; legend (c) is 
the UFG billet; and legend (d) is the forged UFG billet. FIG. 
2 shoWs EBSP “icosahedral” images, in Which the [0001] 
pole inclination of a scanned microstructure is represented in 
colors. In FIG. 2, colors that are close to one another on an 

accepted “20-sided (icosahedral) color sphere” represent 
microstructure inclinations that are similar in pole inclina 
tion. Further, in FIG. 2, a black pixel is a pixel for Which no 
crystallographic orientation can be determined. Further, 
FIG. 3 shoWs [0001] pole ?gures for the regions of the 
scanned images FIG. 2. The legends for FIGS. 2 and 3 are 
similar to those of FIG. 1. 

As illustrated, the conventional billet microstructure con 
tains primary otTi particles, With a thickness of about 5 pm, 
and lengths in a range from about 5 pm to about 10 pm, as 
illustrated in FIG. 1, legend (a). The otTi particles are 
arranged in colonies, typically about 100 pm Wide and over 
about 300 pm long, as illustrated in FIG. 2, legend (a). The 
otTi phase orientation of the sample scanned in FIG. 2, 
legend (a) indicate strong crystallographic texture, With 
most [0001] poles in the loWer region of the pole, as 
illustrated in FIG. 3, legend (a). 
The microstructure of the forging from the conventional 

billet contains primary otTi particles, With diameters in a 
range from about 5 to about 10 pm, FIG. 1, legend As 
illustrated, there appears to be substantial breakup of the 
billet microstructure. otTi particles are arranged in large 
colonies comprising similar crystallographic orientations. 
For example, some otTi colonies are about 300 pm Wide and 
often greater than about 1000 pm long, as illustrated in FIG. 
2, legend The otTi phase orientation of the sample 
scanned in FIG. 2, legend (b) has strong crystallographic 
texture, meaning that a majority of the [0001] poles are 
grouped Within tWo regions of the pole ?gure, as illustrated 
in FIG. 3, legend This strong grouping of the poles 
suggests that the scanned region comprises tWo colonies. 
The ultrasonic inspection of the UFG billet indicates a 

microstructure comprising otTi particles. The particles com 
prise diameters about 5 pm, as illustrated in FIG. 1, legend 
(c). These otTi particles do not appear to be provided in 
colonies, as illustrated in FIG. 2, legend The otTi phase 
orientation of the sample scanned as illustrated in FIG. 2, 
legend (c) appears random, as illustrated in FIG. 3, legend 
(c). 
The microstructure of the heat-treated forging of the UFG 

billet indicates that it comprises otTi particles. The otTi 
particles have diameters about 10 pm, as illustrated in FIG. 
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1, legend These otTi particles are larger than the billet 
from Which the otTi particles are formed, and this suggests 
grain groWth during at least one of forging or heat treatment 
of the UFG billet. The otTi particles are not provided in 
colonies, as illustrated in FIG. 2, legend The otTi phase 
orientation appears random, as illustrated in FIG. 3, legend 
(01) 

The ultrasonic characteristics of the billets formed differ 
ent titanium articles and structures are determined by 
C-scans of blocks formed from billets of the titanium articles 
and structures. The titanium articles and structures are 
provided as blocks about 0.79 mm (1/32 inch) diameter ?at 
bottom holes. The titanium blocks are formed about 38 mm 
thick With holes drilled to about 25 mm beloW top surface of 
the block. Each of the conventional billet, conventional 
forging, and UFG billet have surface dimensions about 64 
millimeters square, and each also has 9 ?at bottom 
holes. The forging made from the UFG material had dimen 
sions about 64 mm by about 28 mm, and is provided With 6 
?at bottom holes. Each titanium block is machined With 
sufficient orientations so that an ultrasonic inspection direc 
tion is similar to that of a larger component formed from the 
titanium articles and structures. For example, the 38 mm 
thickness of the titanium block is disposed in the radial 
direction of the billet or forging. 

The ultrasonic transducers used for the ultrasonic inspec 
tion by C-scanning processes are listed in Table 1. Table 1 
also provides characteristics of the ultrasonic transducers. 
The transducers comprise polyvinylidine ?uoride (PVDF) as 
a pieZoelectric element. Center frequencies for the ultrasonic 
transducers are measured from signals re?ected off the 
backWall of a fused silica block. 

TABLE 1 

Characteristics of Transducers 

Nominal Actual 
Frequency Frequency 

Focal 
Transducer Diameter Length Aperture 

1 5 MHZ 
2 10 MHZ 
3 20 MHZ 

6.62 MH 
11.36 MH 
18.43 MH 

133 mm 

133 mm 

133 mm 

19 mm 

19 mm 

19 mm 

Material 
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TWo separate series of Water immersion ultrasonic 

C-scans Were performed on the titanium-containing blocks. 
The series of Water immersion ultrasonic C-scans Were 
performed at nominal frequencies of about 5 MHZ, about 10 
MHZ, and 20 MHZ. One scan at each of the above 
frequencies is performed to measure a signal from the ?at 
bottom holes. A second scan at each of the above 
frequencies is performed at a higher ampli?cation to get 
noise and sound scattering sensitivity statistics. 

Each of the scans is made over a square region about 
147.5 mm in length and Width, With about a 0.144 mm scan 
and index increment. The sound is focused about 25 mm 
beloW the top surface of the blocks, Which is disposed in the 
approximate the plane of the ?at bottom holes. The Width of 
scan signal gate is about 4 microseconds. The obtained 
C-scan images are about 1024 pixels by about 1024 pixels. 

FIG. 4, legends (a)—(d), illustrate C-scan images made at 
about 5 MHZ. With reference to FIG. 4, the UFG billet 
material is in the upper left, the conventional billet is on the 
upper right, the conventional forging is on the loWer left, and 
the forging of the UFG material is on the loWer right. The 
conventional billet and forging exhibit a higher background 
noise, as indicated by brighter pixels in those blocks as 
illustrated in FIG. 4, legend (a). A loWer intensity is exhib 
ited from the ?at bottom holes, as indicated by a loWer 
intensity of pixels from those regions as illustrated in FIG. 
4, legend 

Quantitative measures of signal and noise can then be 
determined from the C-scans. The signal from each ?at 
bottom hole is taken as the brightest pixel Within the 3x3 
array of the nine brightest pixels. Noise statistics and sound 
scattering sensitivity can then be determined from square 
pixel arrays that did not comprise the ?at bottom holes. The 
quantitative data is presented in Table 2. In Table 2, a signal 
is an average signal from all ?at bottom holes in the 
respective block. The signal to noise ratios are calculated 
both as: 

(Average Signal-Average Noise)+(Maximum Noise-Average 
Noise) 

as Well as: 

(Average Signal-Average Noise)+(3 ONM-SE) 

TABLE 2 

Ultrasonic Signals and Noise Measurements in Ti6242 Blocks 

FBH Signals Noise 

MHZ Attenuation dB S Attenuation dB Nave NMax Omise 

Conventional 
billet 

Conventional, 
forged 
UFG billet 

UFG, forged 
Conventional 

billet 

Conventional, 
forged 
UFG billet 

UFG, forged 
Conventional 
billet 

Conventional, 
forged 

6.62 —34 94.4 —12 61.3 141 11.1 

6.62 —34 53.4 —12 44.7 107.5 9.48 

6.62 —34 216.1 —12 9.1 34.5 1.70 

6.62 —34 108.5 —12 4.3 12.5 0.973 

11.36 —49 75.4 —12.5 130.9 243.5 21.5 

11.36 —49 42.7 —12.5 81.8 249.5 17.2 

11.36 —49 214.5 —12.5 23.1 59.5 4.38 

11.36 —49 100.5 —12.5 5.9 11.5 1.11 

18.43 —48.5 51.3 —10 73.6 168.5 12.4 

18.43 —48.5 20.4 —10 38.8 142.5 8.35 
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TABLE 2-continued 

10 

Ultrasonic Signals and Noise Measurements in Ti6242 Blocks 

FBH Signal Noise 

Material MHZ Attenuation dB S Attenuation dB Nave NMax Omise 

UFG billet 18.43 —48.5 212.2 —10 21.5 71.5 4.11 
UFG, forged 18.43 —48.5 93.5 —10 11.9 20.5 1.40 

The determined signal to noise ratio calculations, as 
embodied by the invention, are listed in Table 3. Both 
calculation methods, as described above, provide a measure 
of a signal’s intensity in a selected block relative to noise 15 
spikes in the same block. 

TABLE 3 

Signal to Noise Ratio in Ti6242 Blocks 20 

Signal to Noise Ratio 

Material MHZ (Save_Nave)/(NMax_Nave) (Save_Nave)/36noise 

Conventional billet 6.62 14.2 33.9 25 
Conventional, 6.62 10.0 22.0 
forged 
UFG billet 6.62 106.7 531.3 
UFG, forged 6.62 166.6 466.4 
Conventional billet 11.36 43.6 76.1 
Conventional, 11.36 16.5 53.7 
forged 3O 
UFG billet 11.36 393.7 1089.8 
UFG, forged 11.36 1195.2 2015.7 
Conventional billet 18.43 44.7 113.8 
Conventional, 18.43 16.2 67.0 
forged 
UFG billet 18.43 356.7 1445.5 35 
UFG, forged 18.43 915.0 1873.2 

Accordingly, if the determining a signal to noise ratio 
level is conducted by (Average Signal-Average Noise)+ 

40 (Maximum Noise-Average Noise), it can be generalized that 
the material comprises uniform ?ne grains at 6.62 MHZ if 
the a signal to noise ratio—for a signal from 0.79 mm (1/32 
inch) diameter ?at bottom holes 25 mm beloW the inspected 
surface of the material—is at least about 20; at 11.36 MHZ 
a signal to noise ratio level is at least about 50; and at 18.43 
MHZ a signal to noise ratio level is at least about 50. Further, 
if the determining a signal to noise ratio level is conducted 
by (Average Signal-Average Noise)+(3 oNol-se) for the sub 
ject ?at bottom holes, it can be also generalized that the 
material comprises uniform ?ne grains at 6.62 MHZ if the a 
signal to noise ratio level is at least about 50; at 11.36 MHZ 
a signal to noise ratio level is at least about 100; and at 18.43 
MHZ a signal to noise ratio level is at least about 150. Each 
of these signal to noise ratio levels correspond to a preset 
noise level as determined by the pre-drilled holes in the 
material. 

The highest signal from ?at bottom holes is measured in 
the UFG billet, and the loWest signal from ?at bottom holes 
is measured in a conventional forging, as illustrated in the 
graph of FIG. 6. The highest average noise, the largest 
maximum noise, and the largest standard deviation of noise 
are measured in a conventional billet. The loWest average 
noise, the smallest maximum noise, and the smallest stan 
dard deviation of noise are measured in a forging of UFG 
material, as illustrated in the graph of FIG. 7. Accordingly, 
it can be determined that the forged UFG material possesses 
the highest signal to noise ratio, and that the conventional 
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forging had the loWest signal to noise ratio, as illustrated in 
the graph of FIG. 8. 

In the ultrasonic inspection of the titanium articles and 
structures, as embodied by the invention, longitudinal sound 
velocities Were measured in a Ti6242 hi extrusion. The 
Ti6242 extrusion Was processed to create a strong [0001] 
texture in the direction of extrusion. For example, the 
extrusion of the Ti6242 is performed at about 1040° C. and 
a ratio of about 8:1. The extrusion is then heat treated at 
about 593° C. for about 8 hours. X-ray investigation and 
analysis determine the grain and microstructure orientation 
of the Ti6242. This investigation and analysis of the Ti6242 
indicates a strong [0001] texture along the extrusion 
direction, With [0001] intensity along the extrusion direc 
tion. The intensity has been determined to be about 22 times 
random. 
The ultrasonic behavior of small titanium articles and 

structures, for example a Ti6242 alloy, can be determined by 
ultrasonic inspection of the titanium articles and structures 
as a function of ultrasonic frequency and material micro 
structure. The speed of sound in (XTI is about 6 mm/us. At 
an ultrasonic frequency of 5 MHZ, the Wavelength is about 
1.2 mm in the titanium articles and structures. Colony siZes 
greater than about 200 pm could change the scattering 
character from Rayleigh toWard stochastic (phase). Sound 
velocities in the Ti6242 are measured on rectangular Ti6242 
pieces that are formed from the respective Ti6242 billets. 
The rectangular Ti6242 pieces are about 16 mm long in the 
extrusion direction and about 12 mm in length in a direction 
normal to the extrusion direction. Longitudinal velocity is 
measured at about 10 MHZ With a contact transducer, 
ampli?er, and oscilloscope. The longitudinal velocity is 
determined by measuring a time for a sound pulse to travel 
doWn the selected direction and return. The sound velocity 
along the extrusion direction is about 6.28 mm/ps; While the 
sound velocity in a direction normal to the extrusion direc 
tion is about 6.10 mm/ps. 
The results from the ultrasonic inspection and the deter 

mination of the titanium articles and structures, along With 
microstructure characteristic of the titanium articles and 
structures are based on UFG billet blocks, Which are formed 
from conventional billet material, as described above. The 
UFG process produces samples in Which the original (XTI 
colony structure in the conventional billet is eliminated. The 
steps of forging the UFG material at about 900° C. and With 
a corresponding about a 60% height reduction did not 
re-create (XTI colonies or develop strong texture and (XTI 
microstructure. 
With reference to FIGS. 6 and 7, differences in sound 

scattering sensitivity and noise are illustrated to be generally 
dependent on frequency. This dependency suggests that a 
scattering entity siZe, such as the siZe of a colony, in the 
conventional material increases the contribution to 
scattering, sound scattering sensitivity, and attenuation from 
phase scattering. This change in contribution is not a com 
plete shift from one pure scattering mechanism to the other 
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scattering mechanism, such as a Rayleigh scattering mecha 
nism to a phase scattering mechanism, since such a shift 
Would give a slope of about —2 in FIG. 5. 

The otTi particle siZe is generally not signi?cant in any 
determining of a signal to noise ratio, since the otTi particle 
siZes are similar in all materials and are generally smaller in 
siZe than the ultrasonic Wavelength. A difference in the 
various material, in the ultrasonic inspection, as embodied 
by the invention, comprises a presence of large colonies in 
conventional billets and forgings. Noting this difference, the 
speed of sound in Ti6242 extrusion samples is about 6 
mm/ps. This speed typically corresponds to ultrasonic 
inspection Wavelengths of about 1.2 mm at about 5 MHZ, 
about 600 pm at about 10 MHZ, and about 300 pm at about 
20 MHZ. Therefore, the colony dimensions in the conven 
tional billet and forging are comparable to the ultrasonic 
Wavelength. 

The relative contributions of Rayleigh scattering and 
phase scattering are frequency dependent, for example in the 
ultrasonic frequency range. The frequency dependency is 
due, at least in part, to the 18.43 MHZ Wavelength of about 
300 pm being about the siZe of a otTi colony thickness. The 
6.62 MHZ Wavelength of about 900 pm is about 3 times a 
otTi colony siZe. Scattering at 6.62 MHZ enters the phase 
scattering region for its contribution, While scattering at 
18.43 MHZ provides substantial phase scattering contribu 
tions. 

The UFG forged material results in a slightly larger grain 
siZe than the original billet. HoWever, UFG forged material 
possesses a loWer noise and higher signal, as indicated in 
Table 2. This behavior may be due to a slightly loWer 
volume fraction of otTi particles in the forged material, 
Which is illustrated in FIG. 1, legends (c) and 

The conventional forging possesses a loWer noise than a 
conventional billet, hoWever, has a loWer signal to noise 
ratio, Which may be due in part to loW signals from the ?at 
bottom holes. The conventional forging has a loWer volume 
fraction of otTi particles than the billet. The loWer signal in 
the conventional forging may be caused by attenuation due, 
at least in part, to sound traveling along highly textured 
regions. The dimensions of the re?ecting entity otTi colonies 
up to about 1 mm in length and about 300 pm in Width in the 
conventional billet and forging may result in a stochastic 
(phase) component to the resultant scattering. It is also 
possible that a otTi colony structure above the ?at bottom 
holes scatters the re?ection from the ?at bottom holes. 

The microstructures of UFG billets and forgings made 
from UFG billets comprise ?ne-scale granular otTi particles. 
These otTi particles are generally less than about 5 pm in 
diameter, and are generally provided With an absence of 
crystallographic texture. Ultrasonic inspectability, Which is 
characteriZed by signal to noise ratio from machined ?at 
bottom holes, is greater in the UFG materials than in the 
conventional materials. There is less ultrasonic backscat 
tered noise in the UFG materials than there is in the 
conventional materials. Further, the ultrasonic signal from 
machined ?at bottomed holes is higher in the UFG material. 

The presence of otTi colony structure is associated With 
ultrasonic noise generated by ultrasonic inspection of tita 
nium articles and structures, as embodied by the invention. 
For materials With otTi particles less than about 10 pm in 
siZe, differences in otTi particle siZe typically do not have a 
signi?cant effect on generated ultrasonic noise. For example, 
UFG billets, as embodied by the invention, display chie?y 
Rayleigh scattering, While conventional billets, Which can 
not be characteriZed by UFG properties, display Rayleigh 
scattering plus phase scattering. The inspectability of 
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titanium-containing materials is enhanced With predomi 
nantly Rayleigh scattering. 

While various embodiments are described herein, it Will 
be appreciated from the speci?cation that various combina 
tions of elements, variations or improvements therein may 
be made by those skilled in the art, and are Within the scope 
of the invention. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A method for ultrasonic inspection being capable of 

determining acceptability of a titanium article for micro 
structurally sensitive applications, the ultrasonic inspection 
comprising providing a titanium article, directing ultrasonic 
energy of ultrasonic inspection to the titanium article; scat 
tering re?ected energy in the titanium article; determining an 
amount of noise generated by the ultrasonic inspection of the 
titanium article; and characteriZing the titanium article as 
acceptable if the amount of noise as a function of ultrasonic 
frequency or Wavelength is characteristic of predominantly 
Rayleigh scattering and the magnitude of the noise is less 
than a pre-determined noise level, the method of forming 
comprising: 

providing a uniform ?ne grain titanium material by a 
processes selected from: 
forging or heat treating a billet of conventional titanium 

material into the titanium article. 
2. A method according to claim 1, Wherein the step of 

providing further comprises press forging, heat-treating, 
quenching, and subsequent cooling. 

3. A method according to claim 1, further comprising the 
step of forming least one ?at bottom hole in the titanium 
article, Wherein the ?at bottom hole is capable of being a 
pixel intensity standard, upon Which ultrasonic inspection 
can be gauged. 

4. Amethod of ultrasonically inspecting a titanium article 
to determine acceptability of the article, the method com 
prising the steps of: 

a) providing a titanium article; 
b) directing ultrasonic energy having a predetermined 

Wavelength into the bulk of the titanium article; 
c) scattering re?ected energy in the bulk of the titanium 

article to generate a signal; 
d) measuring the signal; 
e) determining an amount of noise generated by the 

ultrasonic inspection of the titanium article; 
f) determining Whether the amount of noise generated by 

the ultrasonic inspection is characteristic of predomi 
nantly Rayleigh scattering; 

g) determining a signal-to-noise ratio for the ultrasonic 
radiation scattered at a predetermined frequency from 
the signal and the amount of noise; 

h) correlating the signal-to-noise ratio With a predeter 
mined noise level; and 

i) determining acceptability of the article, Wherein the 
article is acceptable if the magnitude of the noise 
generated by the ultrasonic inspection is less than the 
predetermined noise level, and Wherein the article is 
unacceptable if the magnitude of the noise generated by 
the ultrasonic inspection is greater than the predeter 
mined noise level. 

5. The method of claim 4, Wherein the step of providing 
a titanium article further comprises the step of providing the 
titanium article With at least one synthetic ?aW capable of 
scattering the ultrasonic radiation. 

6. The method of claim 5, Wherein the synthetic ?aW 
comprises a plurality of ?at-bottomed holes in a face of the 
titanium article. 
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7. The method of claim 6, wherein the plurality of 
?at-bottomed holes comprises tWo roWs of three ?at 
bottomed holes. 

8. The method of claim 5, Wherein the ultrasonic radiation 
scattered at a predetermined frequency by the synthetic ?aW 
has a signal-to-noise ratio that is greater than a predeter 
mined signal-to-noise ratio. 

9. The method of claim 8, Wherein the signal-to-noise 
ratio is determined by dividing the difference betWeen an 
average signal value and an average noise value by the 
difference betWeen a maXimum noise value and the average 
signal value, and Wherein the predetermined frequency is 
about 6 MHZ and the predetermined signal-to-noise ratio is 
greater than about 20. 

10. The method of claim 8, Wherein the signal-to-noise 
ratio is determined by dividing the difference betWeen an 
average signal value and an average noise value by the 
difference betWeen a maXimum noise value and the average 
signal value, and Wherein the predetermined frequency is 
about 11 MHZ and said predetermined signal-to-noise ratio 
is greater than about 20. 

11. The method of claim 8, Wherein said signal-to-noise 
ratio is determined by dividing the difference betWeen an 
average signal value and an average noise value by the 
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difference betWeen a maXimum noise value and the average 
signal value, and Wherein said predetermined frequency is 
about 18 MHZ and said predetermined signal-to-noise ratio 
is greater than about 50. 

12. The method of claim 4, Wherein the titanium article 
comprises: 

a) a uniform ?ne grain microstructure, the uniform ?ne 
grain microstructure being capable of scattering the 
ultrasonic radiation by Rayleigh-type scattering; 

b) a plurality of otTi particles, the plurality of otTi particles 
being arranged in a plurality of otTi colonies, Wherein 
each of the otTi colonies has a diameter that is less than 
the Wavelength. 

13. The method of claim 12, Wherein the plurality of otTi 
particles are randomly oriented With respect to each other. 

14. The method of claim 12, Wherein the diameter of each 
of said plurality of otTi colonies is less than about 1A of the 
Wavelength. 

15. The method of claim 14, Wherein each of the plurality 
of otTi particles has a diameter of less than about 5 microns. 

16. The method of claim 12, Wherein the titanium article 
is a billet. 


