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IMPLEMENT AND SYSTEM FOR 
REMOTELY AFFIXING AND REMOVING 
DECORATIONS AND OTHER OBJECTS 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to the placement, af?xing 
and removal of lighting Wire strands or other decorations or 
ornamentation in remote locations and, more particularly, to 
a tool for performing the aforementioned tasks. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Some devices exist for the purpose of assisting in the 
placement of decorations and ornaments such as strands of 
electric holiday lights. Such holiday lights can be strung on 
structures, such as buildings, roofs, gutters and garages, as 
Well as on shrubbery and, of course, trees. 

In order to put up holiday lights, a homeoWner usually 
uses a ladder. Unfortunately, ladders are inherently 
dangerous, especially When used only rarely by the home 
oWner and at great heights. Furthermore, most existing 
products for affixing lights to a residential building require 
one or both hands to be applied, leaving no means for 
balancing or safely grasping a ladder. 

In addition, in the case of holiday decorating, the entire 
haZardous process must be repeated to remove the decora 
tions. The dif?culty of this process is compounded by the 
fact that in many regions holiday decorating takes place in 
cold and/or icy conditions. 

Also, for most outdoor decorating, such as adorning 
residential buildings With strands of holiday lights, one often 
?nds obstructions to placing a ladder in the necessarily 
adjacent position to the building. These obstructions include 
trees, bushes and other shrubbery as Well as porches and 
other structures, or ground otherWise unsuitable for posi 
tioning a ladder. 

Furthermore, When decorating trees, because of their 
conical shape, a person must lean aWay from the ladder to 
reach the tree, thereby increasing the potential for an inju 
rious fall. 
US. Pat. No. 5,553,905 issued to Bentivegna for ORNA 

MENT HANDLING APPARATUS, discloses an apparatus 
for handling ornaments and other objects, including an 
elongated handle and a hook-shaped applicator. The appli 
cator is attached to one end of the elongated handle and a 
hook receiving hole extends at least partially into the appli 
cator to hold an ornament hook therein. The apparatus may 
further include a retriever for removing ornaments. The 
apparatus may alternatively include an applicator affixed to 
a connector for attachment to an elongated handle, or 
additionally, the apparatus may be sold as a kit Where the 
applicator and retriever are removably af?xed to the elon 
gated handle or are attached to separate connectors for 
attachment to the elongated handle. 
US. Pat. No. 5,566,058 issued to ProtZ, Jr. for LIGHT 

CLIP FOR SHINGLES OR GUTTERS, discloses a light 
clip for holding a light bulb With an attachment portion for 
removably mounting the light clip to a support surface such 
as a shingle or gutter Without putting holes in the gutters or 
shingles. The attachment portion has a mechanism With a 
plurality of discrete stop positions, and cooperates With a 
bulb holder having connecting prongs. The mechanism With 
discrete stops cooperates With the prongs to mount the bulb 
holder to the attachment portion and to provide a plurality of 
discrete angular positions of a bulb carried by the bulb 
holder With respect to the attachment portion. The gutter 
attachment portion is capable of mounting onto a variety of 
gutter shapes. 
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2 
US. Pat. No. 5,868,334, issued to Cedillo for LIGHT 

HANGING EXTENSION DEVICE AND METHOD FOR 
USING SAME, discloses a device for storing and hanging 
a continuous string of lights on a tree. The device includes 
a spool assembly having ?rst and second annular plates 
spaced apart and connected to a cylinder member. One of the 
annular plates is adapted to releasably secure an end portion 
of the string of lights in a ?xed position. An axle structure 
is removably secured Within a bore of the cylinder member. 
The axle structure has a holding mechanism releasably 
securing the axle structure to the cylinder member. Ahandle 
is coaxially mounted to the axle structure. An elongated pole 
is provided Which has ?rst and second end portions. The ?rst 
end portion is removably coaxially secured to the handle. 
The elongated pole is siZed for extending and elevating the 
spool assembly upWardly in close adjacency With branches 
of a tree When a user grasps the second end portion of the 
elongated pole. The spool assembly can be moved around a 
perimeter of the tree to enable the string of lights of be 
progressively strung about the tree. 
US. Pat. No. 5,560,975 issued to Casper for DECORAT 

ING SYSTEM, discloses a decorating system that enables 
decorative articles to be hung from high places With safety. 
The decorating system comprises a dual hook and an 
adapter. The dual hook has a ring, a ?rst hook, and a second 
hook. The decorative article is held by the second hook. The 
adapter is attached to the end of a pole and has a ?nger that 
is insertable into the dual hook ring, much like a carnival 
game. A user manipulates the pole to locate the dual hook 
?rst over a selected support member. The dual hook is 
loWered slightly to rest the ?rst hook thereof on the support 
member. Then the adapter ?nger is removed from the dual 
hook ring. To take doWn the decorative article, the adapter 
?nger is reinserted into the dual hook ring, and the pole is 
manipulated to lift the dual hook off the support member and 
return the dual hook and decorative article to the ground. 

It Would be advantageous, therefore, to provide an imple 
ment for alloWing a user to af?x and remove decorations 
such as holiday lights from a distance, Without using a 
ladder. 

It Would be further advantageous to provide an easy to use 
means for installing a temporary hook, or hanger to be 
af?xed to a ?xed structure, such as a roof, branch or gutter 
Without the need for a ladder, providing means for hanging 
such items as decorative holiday lights, Windsocks, bird 
feeders and the like. 

Additionally, it Would be advantageous to use the posi 
tioning implement in conjunction With a hanger Which may 
be put in place on an object using the positioning implement 
for temporarily af?xing the hanger from Which to hang the 
decoration, such as a strand of lights. 

Another advantage for the user Would be for the tempo 
rary hook item to cause no permanent damage or other 
lasting after effects to the ?xed structure or support member. 

Another advantage of such a system Would be for all items 
put in place With the system, and such temporary hooks or 
hangers, to be easily removable by the user Without the need 
for a ladder. 

It Would also be advantageous to provide means for a 
temporary hook, or hanger to become attached to the item 
being hung, such as a strand of holiday lights, so that, When 
the hanging item is removed, the temporary hook or hanger 
is prevented from being lost, or falling into the gutter, for 
example. 

It Would be advantageous to provide a decoration instal 
lation tool that is easy to manufacture, made from simple 
injection molded plastic requiring no assembly. 
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SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The primary advantages enjoyed by the user are the 
dramatic increases in safety, convenience and speed With 
Which items, such as holiday decorations, can be put up and 
taken doWn compared to previous knoWn methods. 

Aparticular advantage of this invention is provided by the 
design features of the distal end. The combination of fea 
tures provide both the bene?ts of a relatively Wide U-shaped 
opening for grabbing items, such as a strand of Wire, and 
relatively narroW opening, Which is useful for transferring 
items to another means for holding them. 

In accordance With the present invention, there is pro 
vided an article for af?xing and removing a strand of lights 
to and from a particular place. For example, the light strand 
can be positioned on a roof, a gutter, a tree, etc. An elongated 
positioning implement has a substantially U-shaped distal 
end for receiving and holding a Wire or light strand. A 
dividing post can also be attached to the distal end, or 
integral to it, located betWeen the distally oriented ?ngers of 
the U-shape. A?nger can also be attached to a portion of the 
U-shaped distal end. 

In its most simple form, the method for af?xing and 
removing holiday light strands and the like (bird feeders, 
Wind socks, Wind chimes, ornaments) from high places 
utiliZes the aforementioned implement for positioning same 
in conjunction With a relatively permanently ?xed hook, rod, 
branch, post or any ?xed protrusion. In this instance, the 
positioning implement is used to ferry an item, such as a 
strand of lights, to a relatively ?xed means for holding the 
item. The positioning implement is used to simply lift and/or 
later remove an item to and from a resting place. The 
positioning implement, With or Without the aid of an elon 
gated extension pole, alloWs a person to hang an object on 
and remove it from a high place Without using a ladder. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Acomplete understanding of the present invention may be 
obtained by reference to the accompanying draWings, When 
considered in conjunction With the subsequent detailed 
description, in Which: 

FIG. 1 is a perspective vieW of the article of the present 
invention; 

FIG. 2 is a perspective vieW of a second embodiment of 
the article shoWn in FIG. 1 With the addition of a dividing 
post and ?nger; 

FIG. 3 is a perspective vieW of the article of the present 
invention shoWn in situ With a segment of electric holiday 
light strand in operative relationship thereto; 

FIG. 4 is a schematic representation of a user stringing or 
af?xing a light strand onto a plurality of hooks attached to 
a solid, elevated structure such as a beam, gutter or building 

facade; 
FIG. 5 is a rear, plan vieW of a hanger in accordance With 

the present invention; 
FIG. 6 is a side vieW of the hanger shoWn in FIG. 5; 
FIG. 7 is a perspective vieW of the article of the present 

invention shoWn in situ With a hanger in juxtaposition With 
the article; and 

FIG. 8 is a cross-sectional vieW of the hanger shoWn in 
FIGS. 5 and 6, in situ, attached to the gutter of a building. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

Generally speaking, the invention is an article for af?xing 
and removing a string of lights to and from a particular 
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4 
place. For example, a strand of lights can be positioned on 
a roof, a gutter, a tree, building, or beam, etc. Further, the 
invention comprises the use of a relatively permanent or 
temporarily af?xable hanger and the method for af?xing and 
removing objects from remote locations. 

Referring noW to FIG. 1, there is shoWn a perspective 
vieW of the elongated positioning implement 9 in accor 
dance With the invention. The implement 9 can be con 
structed of metal, but plastic is preferred, as it is advanta 
geous to have an electrically non-conductive material, since 
Wire strands pose potential electrical haZards. Plastic is also 
easier to manufacture. 

Implement 9 has a proximal end 12 With a central, axial 
bore 12a that runs along the major axis of the elongated 
implement 9. Bore 12a can be threaded, as described in 
greater detail hereinbeloW. Part of the body of implement 9 
is a ?at portion 11, suitable for imprinting Words or designs. 
At the distal end 14 of implement 9 is disposed a U-shaped 
feature, comprising a left and right ?nger, 16a and 16b, 
respectively. 

Referring noW to FIG. 2, there is shoWn an alternate 
embodiment of the implement 9 shoWn in FIG. 1. In this 
embodiment, a dividing post 18 is disposed axially With 
respect to the implement 10 and betWeen the left and right 
?ngers 16a and 16b of the distal end 14 of the implement 10. 
dividing post 18 can be af?xed by conventional means (eg 
adhesives, Welding, mechanical mating, etc.) or can be 
formed integrally thereWith. Dividing post 18 is shoWn 
extending to the extremity of both ?ngers 16a and 16b, but 
it should be understood that the length of post 18 need not 
be limited to the dimensions of the ?ngers 16a and 16b. 

Also shoWn in this embodiment is a curved, or hooked 
proximally oriented ?nger 20, that can provide a means for 
hooking or pulling an object. 

Referring noW to FIG. 3, there is shoWn a perspective 
vieW of the article 10 of the present invention, shoWn in situ 
With a segment of electric holiday light strand 25 in opera 
tive relationship thereto. The segment of holiday light strand 
25 is represented as being positioned betWeen ?nger 16a and 
dividing post 18. Alternatively, the segment of holiday light 
strand 25 may be positioned betWeen the dividing post 18 
and ?nger 16b. 

Referring noW to FIG. 4, there is shoWn a person 30 using 
the positioning implement 10 With an optional extension 
pole 17 to af?x a strand of lights 35 to a relatively remote 
and elevated place 40, such as a beam, gutter or the facade 
of a building. Threads not shoWn at the distal end of pole 17 
are used to ?rmly attach the pole 17 to the positioning 
implement 10. Pole 17 can be a telescoping pole as is knoWn 
in the art. A plurality of removable or ?xed hooks 45 can 
receive the strand of lights 35 Which may be placed by the 
positioning implement 10. 

Referring noW to FIG. 5, there is shoWn a rear vieW of a 
temporary removable hanger 80, the back portion 55 having 
tWo sections: a relatively elongated section 95 and a rela 
tively Wide section 100. Also shoWn is the beam 90 of the 
hanger 80. 

Referring noW to FIG. 6, there is shoWn a side vieW of the 
temporary hook or hanger 80. The item 80 has an inverted 
substantially U-shape or J -shape comprising three sections: 
back portion 55, beam 90 and front portion 85. The beam 90 
connects the back portion 55 to the front portion 85. The 
back portion 55 is relatively longer than the front portion 85. 

The front portion 85 comprises an elongated section 105 
and a secondary hook section 65. The elongated section 105 
and back section 55 are coplanar. Section 105 connects 
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section 90 With the secondary hook section 65. The second 
ary hook section 65 comprises three parts: a holder section 
110, a gateway section 70, and a mouth section 75. 

Referring noW to FIG. 7, there is shoWn a perspective 
vieW of the article 10 of the present invention shoWn in situ 
With temporary hook or hanger 80 in operative relationship 
thereto. The temporary hook or hanger 80 positioned 
betWeen dividing post 18 and ?nger 16b in this ?gure. 
Alternatively, the temporary hook or hanger 80 may be 
positioned betWeen the ?nger 16a and dividing post 18. 

Referring noW to FIG. 8, there is shoWn a cross-sectional 
side vieW a temporary hook or hanger 80 in its resting 
position on a ?Xed object 115. The ?Xed object 115 is a 
typical gutter. Alternatively, this ?Xed object 115 may take 
the form of any relatively ?Xed object such as a tree branch, 
shingle, part of a building or other similar object to Which 
the hanger 80 may be af?Xed. 

In operation, the hanger 80 is placed on the end of the 
positioning implement 10 and oriented correctly so that the 
beam 90 is betWeen post 18 and adjacent ?nger 16a or 16b, 
Whichever is above the dividing post 18. The positioning 
implement 10 is used to raise the hanger 80 above the ?Xed 
object 115, such as a branch or a gutter, upon Which the 
hanger 80 Will rest. The hanger 80 is then loWered onto the 
?Xed object 115 With a doWnWard and forWard motion that 
transfers the hanger 80 from the positioning implement 10 to 
the ?Xed object 115. The secondary hook section 65 of the 
hanger 80 is noW oriented so that a person 30 can use the 
positioning implement 10 to hang an object 35 from the 
hook portion 65 of the hanger 80. AWire light strand 35, or 
other item to be hung, is placed in the U-shaped feature of 
the distal end 14 of the positioning device 10. 

The positioning device 10 is used to ferry the Wire 35 to 
the eXposed mouth section 75 of the hanger. The Wire 35 is 
then moved doWnWardly by pulling directly on the Wire 35, 
or by using the positioning device 10 to pull on the Wire 35. 
This action pulls the Wire 35 past the gateWay section 70 of 
the secondary hook section 65 of hanger 80 and into the 
holder section 110 of the secondary hook section 65. 

Removal of both the Wire 35 and hangers 80 is achieved 
by simply using the positioning implement 10 to lift the Wire 
35 above the ?Xed object 115. Since the Wire 35 and hanger 
80 have been connected by means of snugging the Wire 35 
into the hook section 65 of the hanger 80, raising the Wire 
35 automatically lifts the hanger 80 off of the ?Xed object 
115. Also, since the hanger 80 has been attached to the Wire 
35, it is prevented from being lost or falling into the gutter 
115. 

Since other modi?cations and changes varied to ?t par 
ticular operating requirements and environments Will be 
apparent to those skilled in the art, the invention is not 
considered limited to the eXample chosen for purposes of 
disclosure, and covers all changes and modi?cations Which 
do not constitute departures from the true spirit and scope of 
this invention. 

Having thus described the invention, What is desired to be 
protected by Letters Patent is presented in the subsequently 
appended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. An apparatus for hanging and detaching ornaments, 

lights, implements, and decorative paraphernalia, at a 
remote distance, comprising: an elongated pole having a 
hanging and detaching tool attachable to a distal end thereof, 
and remotely situated from an operator of said apparatus, 
said hanging and detaching tool comprising an elongated, 
substantially cylindrical member having an upWardly facing, 
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6 
U-shaped portion disposed on its outer distal end, said 
upWardly facing, U-shaped portion comprising spaced 
apart, ?rst and second ?ngers, said second ?nger including 
a doWnWardly facing hook portion, a dividing post eXtend 
ing from said hanging and detaching tool, and disposed 
betWeen said ?rst and second ?ngers of said upWardly facing 
U-shaped portion, said dividing post being operative to 
engage and manipulate implements, paraphernalia, and 
strings of lights betWeen said ?rst and second ?ngers in a 
facile manner, so that they can be correctly positioned about 
a remote location. 

2. The apparatus for hanging and detaching ornaments, 
lights, implements, and decorative paraphernalia at a remote 
distance in accordance With claim 1, Wherein said hanging 
and detaching tool comprises a name plate. 

3. The apparatus for hanging and detaching ornaments, 
lights, implements, and decorative paraphernalia at a remote 
distance in accordance With claim 1, Wherein said dividing 
post eXtends beyond said ?rst and second ?ngers of said 
U-shaped portion of said hanging and detaching tool. 

4. The apparatus for hanging and detaching ornaments, 
lights, implements, and decorative paraphernalia, at a 
remote distance in accordance With claim 1, further com 
prising an inverted U-shaped hanger detachably connected 
to said elongated, substantially cylindrical member, com 
prising: 

a) a front section being substantially vertically oriented 
and having a secondary hook section attached to the 
distal end thereof; and 

b) a back section being substantially vertically oriented 
and spaced-apart from, and oppositely disposed With 
respect to, said front section, the length of said back 
section being greater than the length of said front 
section; 

Whereby said back section provides stability to said hanger 
When said hanger is disposed over an object having a narroW 
section. 

5. The apparatus for hanging and detaching ornaments, 
lights, implements, and decorative paraphernalia, at a 
remote distance in accordance With claim 4, Wherein said 
back section of said hanger comprises a generally massive 
structure for positioning and retaining said hanger in its rest 
position by means of gravity. 

6. The apparatus for hanging and detaching ornaments, 
lights, implements, and decorative paraphernalia, at a 
remote distance in accordance With claim 5, Wherein one of 
said sections of said hanger is relatively Wide With respect to 
the Width of the other of said sections for preventing tWisting 
of said hanger during installation and operation thereof. 

7. The apparatus for hanging and detaching ornaments, 
lights, implements, and decorative paraphernalia, at a 
remote distance in accordance With claim 4, Wherein said 
secondary hook comprises a rounded section for receiving a 
strand of lights or a hanger or hook of an ornament and a 
constrictive gateWay proXimate said rounded section for 
restraining and securing said strand of lights or said hanger 
or hook of said ornament. 

8. The apparatus for hanging and detaching ornaments, 
lights, implements, and decorative paraphernalia, at a 
remote distance in accordance With claim 7, Wherein said 
secondary hook further comprises a mouth proximate said 
constrictive gateWay for directing said strand of lights or 
said hanger or hook of said ornament to said rounded section 
of said secondary hook. 

* * * * * 


