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To all whom it may concern: _ . 

Be it known that 1, THOMAS H. STOKES, of 
Lincoln, in thecounty of'Logan and State of 
Illinois, have invented a new and Improved 

’ Mail-Pouch, of which the following is afull, 
clear, and exact description. 
The object of my invention is to providea 

simple yet effective means for locking the 
mouth of a mail-pouch by means of a single 
staple, ‘dispensing with lacing of any descrip 
tion. ' ' 

A further object of the invention is to pro 
vide a label-holder that will be a portion of 
thefastening device and means whereby the 
lock will retain the label in, the holder. 
The invention consists in the novel con 

struction and combination of the several 
parts, as will be hereinafter fully set forth, 
andpointed out in the claims. ' 
Reference is to be had to the accompanying 

drawings, forming a part of this speci?cation, 
in which similar characters of reference indi 
cate corresponding parts in all the ?gures. 
Figure 1 is a front elevation of the im 

proved pouch, the mouth thereof being in po 
sition to be opened to receive matter. Fig. 
2 is a front elevation of the pouch, the ?rst 

Fig. 
3 is a front elevation of the pouch, the mouth 
portion having been completely folded and 
locked. ‘Fig. 4: is a vertical section taken 
practically on the line 4: 4 of Fig. 3, and Fig. 
5 is a perspective view of‘ the staple that is 
employed in connection with the pouch. 
The pouch A may be made of any desired 

material, and the back 10 at the mouth ex 
tends beyond the front 11, as shown in Fig.1. 
At each side of the back member 10 ‘of the 
pouch a longitudinal tab is formed, prefer 
ablyintegral with the material of the pouch, 
and the tabs 12 and 13 are each provided with 
a longitudinal opening 14, as is likewise best 
shown in Fig. 1. A plate 15, adapted as a 
locking plate or hasp, is securedto the back 
mouth member 10 of the pouch at its central 
portion, and this plate extends down the front 
and the rear‘of said member and is provided 
with a transverse opening 16, that extends 
through from one member of the plate to the 
other. At the outer face of the said plate 15 
a socket 17 is formed, adapted to receive and 
hold ‘a label 18, as illustrated particularly in 

Fig. 3, and a handle 19 for the pouch is se 
cured to the outer surface of the back there 
of, as indicated in Figs. 3 and 4. A staple 
20 is located upon the front of the pouch at 
the center, the staple extending transversely 
of the pouch, and the said staple is shown 
provided with longitudinal feet or fastening' 
prongs 21 and 22, that extend through the 
front of the pouch to the inside and ‘longitu 
dinally of the pouch in opposite directions, 
‘as indicated in dotted linesin Fig. 1 and as 
shown in Fig. 5. The said feet or prongs of 
the staple are usually held in position by a 
binding plate or strip 23, that extends over 
them and is secured to the inner face of the 
front portion of the pouch, as indicated in 
dottedlines in Fig. 1. 
be employed for securing the staple, and I 
therefore do not con?ne myself to the fasten 
ing for the staple as illustrated. 
The mouth portion of the pouch is adapt 

ed to be folded on the lines indicated in Figs. 
1 and 2—namely,.the two diagonal lines a, 
the vertical lines a’, intersecting the diagonal 
lines, and the horizontal line c2, that extends 
from the bottom of one vertical line a’ to the 
other. . 

In the operation'of closing the mouth of 

Anyother means may. 

55. 

65 

the pouch the corners of said pouch are fold- - 
ed down on the diagonal lines Cb until the two 
lines a’ register with the horizontal line a2. 
The tabs 12 and 13 will thus be brought one 
over the other, as shown in Fig. 2, and the 
staple 20 will extend'out through theopen 
ings 14 in said tabs. The main tab Bvthus 
formed at the top of the pouch is then folded 
down upon the line a2 and the staple 20 is 
made to extend outward through the slot 16 
in'the locking-plate 15, as illustrated in Fig. 
3, whereupon the label 18 will be just above 
the staple 20, which staple will e?ectually 
prevent the label from leaving its socket, and 
a padlock 24 or a lock of any other descrip 
tion is passed through the staple, ?rmly se 
curing the mouth of the pouch in its closed‘ 
position. 
Having thus described my invention, I 

claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent- . 

1. A mail-pouch, having its back portion 
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projected beyond the front at the mouth of - 
the pouch and formed at each side with a lon 
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gitudinal tab ori?ced to receive the staple, a 
plate bent over the edge of the extended por 
tion of the back and lying at the front and 
rear thereof and also ori?ced to receive the 
staple, ‘the rear side of the plate having a 
card-socket formed thereon at a point down 
ward from the ori?ces in the plate and the 
socket opening at the side adjacent. to the ori 
?ce in the plate, and a staple projecting from 
the front of the pouch nearits month, where 
by the corners of the pouch at its mouth may 
be folded diagonally to engage the tabs with 
the staple .and the middle portion of the 
pouch at its mouth folded down over the tabs 
to receive the staple in the ori?ces of the 
plate, the staple thus serving to hold the bag 
closed and also to retain the card in the socket. 

2. A mail-pouch, having its back portion 
extended beyond the front at its mouth, a 

plate bent over the edge of the extended por 
tion of the back and lying at the front and 
rear thereof and ori?ced to receive the staple, 
the rear side of the plate having a card-socket 
formed thereon at a point downward from 
the ori?ce, the socket opening at the ‘side 
thereof adjacent to the ori?ces in the plate, 
and a staple secured to the front of the pouch 
adjacent to the mouth, whereby the extend 
ed back of the pouch may be folded down in 
front of the pouch to engage the staple in the 
ori?ces of the plate, the staple thus serving 
to hold the bag closed and also to retain the 
card in the socket. 
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