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Yb all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, HANS A. ALM, a citizen 

of the United States, residing at Hankinson, 
in the county of Richland and State of North 
Dakota, have invented certain new and use 
ful Improvements in Stamp-Handles; and I 
do hereby declare the following to be a full, 
clear, and exact description of the invention,’ 
such as will enable others skilled in the art to 
which it appertains to make and use the same. 
My present invention has for its object to 

provide an improved handle for stamps and 
dies having the several improved functions 
hereinafter noted; and to such ends my in 
vention consists of the novel devices and com 
binations of devices hereinafter described, 
and de?ned in the claims. 
The especial object of my invention is to 

provide an improved handle adapted to re 
ceive and to be used in connection with any 
of the hand-stamps furnished by the Post-Of 
fice Department for postmarking, canceling, 
and back-lettering letters, &c., which handle 
on account of its elasticity will render the op 
eration of using the stamp much easier and 
less tiresome to the operator, as no shock or 
jar is produced by the act of stamping or can 
celing, and which at the same time on account 
of this elasticity will cause the face of the 
stamp to engage ?atwise or with full face with 
the letter or article being acted upon, thus 
insuring perfect impressions or markings by 
the stamp or die. 
The invention in its preferred form is illus 

trated in the accompanying drawings, where 
in like characters indicate like parts through 
out the several views. 
Figure 1 is a complete side elevation of my 

improved handle with the stamp or die ap 
plied thereto. Fig. 2 is a view, partly in side 
elevation, but with some parts sectioned, and 
the stamp or die being removed. Fig. 3 is a 
view in side elevation, with the spring or elas 
tic stem portion sectioned and the stamp or 
die indicated in working position by dotted 
lines; and Fig. 4 is a transverse section taken 
on the line cu“ m4 of Fig. 1, looking upward. 
The part to be held in the hand is very much 

the form of a knob, (indicated by the numeral 
1,) and it is provided with a short and heavy 
shank or stub portion 2. The stem portion 
of the handle is elastic and is formed by a 

coiled spring 3, which is provided at its lower 
end with a smaller return-coil 4, that is pref 
erably closely wound and extends within the 
lower end of the said main coil 3. The upper 
end of the main coil 3 ?ts and is adapted to 
receive the shank 2 of the handpiece 1, and 
it is preferably very closely wound at this sec 
tion, so that the elasticity of the spring 3 comes 
below said section. Preferably the shank 2 
is provided with screw-like corrugations or 
threads, which adapt it to be screwed into 
and securely held by the said section 3*". Pref 
erably, also, the shank 2 is provided at its 
lower end with a rubber facing or buffer 5, 
which normally stands some little distance 
above the upper end of the return-coil or 
socket a. 
The numeral 6 indicates an ordinary stamp 

such as furnished by the Post-Office Depart 
ment for use in postmarking, canceling, or 
back-stamping letters, &c., this stamp being 
in the form of a ?attened head having a stem 
7. The return-coil section 4 serves as a socket 
for and is adapted to receive the stem 7 of the 
stamp 6, and in cases where it does not ex 
actly or tightly ?t the same a thin paper 
Wrapping may be placed around the said 
stem. 
In the use of the device above described it 

is obvious thatthe spring 3 will yield side 
wise, so as to permit the flat under surface or 
face of the stamp 6 to position itself parallel 
with the surface being stamped, even though 
the handle is moved downward with its axis 
inclined with respect to the top of the stamp 
ing-table or other support upon which the let 
ter or other article to be stamped is placed. 
This of course insures the proper impression 
or stamping action by bringing all of the char 
acters embodied in a stamp into action. The 
yielding action of the spring under compres 
sion relieves the hand and arm of the oper 
ator from shocks and jars, and this is of ma 
terial importance to a person compelled to 
use a stamp for several hours during the day 
or even for a much less time. If the blow is 
hard enough, the rubber buffer 5 on the shank 
2 of'the handpiece 1 will be forced against 
the upper end of the socket or return-coil 4, 
and thus give the dies or characters or the 
stamp their ?nal force or impact to insure the 
proper impression. 
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It will be understood that the device above‘ 
speci?cally described is capable of consider 
able modi?cation Within the scope of my in 
vention. 
What I claim, and desire to secure by Let 

ters Patent of the United States, is as follows: 
1. A stamp-handle comprising the hand 

piece 1 with shank 2, and the spring-stem 3 
formed at its lower end with the return-coil 4 
extended Within the same and constituting a 
socket to receive the stem of the stamp, sub 
stantially as described. ' 

i 
2. A stamp-handle comprising the hand- 1 

piece 1 with screw-threaded shank 2, and‘ 
the coiled-‘spring‘stem section 3 having the 
closely-wound upper-end section 3a and con 
tinued at its lower end to form the closely 
wound internal section or return-coil 4 con 
stituting a socket to receive the stem of the 
stamp, substantially as described. 
In testimony whereof I af?x my signature 

in presence of two witnesses. 
HANS A. ALM. 

YVitnesses: 
LOUIS J. ,BLEEcKER, 
F. O. HUNGER. 
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