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UNIVERSAL SEAT SUSPENSION SYSTEM 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to seat suspension system 
for industrial vehicles, and more particularly it relates to an 
air suspension system for a removable seat, that is adaptable 
to different models of lift trucks. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The engine of a lift truck is typically located under the 
seat of the vehicle, and the seat needs to be removed for 
servicing the engine. Lift trucks have a compact structure 
that is adapted to travelling in narroW aisles of packed 
Warehouses or to maneuvering in and out of rail boX cars for 
examples. For this reason, driver seats in these lift trucks are 
generally as simple as possible and are often designed for 
removability rather than for comfort. 

Because of the physical constrictions in these industrial 
vehicles, it has been a challenge in the past to design a seat 
suspension system that offers comfort to the driver as Well 
as an easy access to the engine compartment of the vehicle. 
In that respect, it is knoWn that a number of removable 
vehicle seats have been developed in the past and have been 
used With varying degrees of success. Examples of seats and 
seat adjustment mechanisms for industrial vehicles are illus 
trated and described in the folloWing patent documents. 
US. Pat. No. 2,043,287 issued on Jun. 9, 1936 to John M. 

Dorton; 
US. Pat. No. 2,466,345 issued on Apr. 5, 1949 to Nathaniel 

Wyeth; 
US. Pat. No. 2,685,913 issued on Aug. 10, 1954 to Brune G. 

Schlueter; 
US. Pat. No. 3,545,810 issued on Dec. 8, 1970 to Ralph F. 

Anderson et al.; 
US. Pat. No. 3,583,518 issued on Jun. 8, 1971 to DarWin 

Carl Bichel et al.; 
US. Pat. No. 3,827,747 issued on Aug. 6, 1974 to Austin C. 

Cookes; 
US. Pat. No. 3,841,696 issued on Oct. 15, 1974 to Robert 

T. Wagner; 
US. Pat. No. 4,005,845 issued on Feb. 1, 1977 to Carlos E. 

Luppi et al.; 
US. Pat. No. 4,025,108 issued on May 24, 1977 to Conard 

E. Leighty et al.; 
US. Pat. No. 4,026,601 issued on May 31, 1977 to John L. 

Dill, III et al.; 
US. Pat. No. 4,047,759 issued on Sep. 13, 1977 to D. P. 

Koscinski; 
US. Pat. No. 4,076,302 issued on Feb. 28, 1978 to Frank R. 

Sable; 
US. Pat. No. 4,168,050 issued on Sep. 18, 1979 to Marvin 

E. Nerem et al.; 
US. Pat. No. 4,262,958 issued on Apr. 21, 1981 to Henry J. 
Houseman et al.; 

US. Pat. No. 4,311,205 issued on Jan. 19, 1982 to Ronald 
Goodacre et al.; 

US. Pat. No. 4,312,418 issued on Jan. 26, 1982 to Udo 
Rittman; 

US. Pat. No. 4,359,121 issued on Nov. 16, 1982 to John S. 
Messner et al.; 

US. Pat. No. 4,364,602 issued on Dec. 21, 1982 to Corrado 
RigaZio; 

US. Pat. No. 4,429,761 issued on Feb. 7, 1984 to Louis A. 
Haddock, Jr. et al.; 

US. Pat. No. 4,565,407 issued on Jan. 21, 1986 to Peter F. 
Brautigam; 
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2 
US. Pat. No. 4,696,508 issued on Sep. 29, 1987 to Peter F. 

Brautigam; 
US. Pat. No. 4,884,843 issued on Dec. 5, 1989 to Delbert D. 

DeRees; 
US. Pat. No. 4,930,593 issued on Jun. 5, 1990 to James A. 

SWartZendruber et al.; 
US. Pat. No. 5,037,155 issued on Aug. 6, 1991 to David R. 
Holm et al.; 

US. Pat. No. 5,303,792 issued on Apr. 19, 1994 to Yutaka 
ShimiZu; 

US. Pat. No. 5,524,721 issued on Jun. 11, 1996 to Yoshihiko 
Yamauchi; 

US. Pat. No. 5,524,722 issued on Jun. 11, 1996 to Robert L. 
BoWman; 

US. Pat. No. 5,636,884 issued on Jun. 10, 1997 to Brett G. 
Ladetto et al.; 

US. Pat. No. 5,720,462 issued on Feb. 24, 1998 to Cole T. 
Brodersen; 

US. Pat. No. 5,733,006 issued on Mar. 31, 1998 to Perry W. 
Woods; 

US. Pat. No. 5,797,574 issued on Aug. 25, 1998 to Stephen 
R. Brooks et al.; 

US. Pat. No. 5,853,221 issued on Dec. 29, 1998 to DC. 
Thoman et al.; 

CA 1,237,971 issued on Jun. 14, 1988 to Frank W. Grigg; 
CA 1,242,134 issued on Sep. 20, 1988 to Roy M. Bailey; 
CA 2,015,353 published on Jun. 4, 1991 by Dennis J. Gryp; 
GB 1,202,632 issued on Aug. 19, 1970 to Georg Grammar; 

It is believed that the seats and seat suspension mecha 
nisms described in the prior art documents Were designed for 
speci?c applications or for speci?c makes of vehicles and 
are hardly adaptable to different models of lift trucks. 
A Warehousing operation or a shipping and receiving 

department often comprises a number of lift trucks that Were 
purchased at different times and from different suppliers, and 
therefore, very little standardiZation can be found in the 
industry With regard to lift truck makes and models operated 
by a same company. Because of the uniqueness of each lift 
truck design, it has been difficult in the past for seat 
manufacturers to develop a standard model of seat suspen 
sion system that Would be marketable to the industry in 
general, and that Would be appropriate for easy installation 
on most models of lift trucks. It is this reason basically that 
has contributed to the development of a market demand for 
a better seat suspension system that is manufacturable as a 
common unit, and that is compatible to the conformations 
and limitations of most popular lift trucks. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

In the present invention, hoWever, there is provided an 
universal seat suspension system that is compact in siZe, that 
has feW moving parts and that has a plain-shaped anchor 
body Which can be used With various mounting kits for 
installation into different models of industrial vehicles. 

Broadly, in accordance With one feature of the invention, 
there is provided a seat suspension system comprising a seat 
cradle, a seat mounted in the seat cradle, and an anchor body 
having means for attachment to the frame of an industrial 
vehicle. There are also provided tWo pairs of spaced-apart 
parallel bars each having spaced-apart ?rst and second ends, 
the ?rst ends being movably connected to the anchor body 
and the second ends being movably connected to the seat 
cradle for alloWing a movement of the seat cradle relative to 
the anchor body. A single air belloWs is mounted inside the 
anchor body for cushioning the movement of the seat 
craddle. The air belloWs has an upper end connected to the 
seat cradle and a loWer end connected to the anchor body. 
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The anchor body has a plain rectangular box-like shape 
disposed behind the backrest portion of the seat, and a pair 
of spaced-apart plain and parallel anchor plates to Which 
may be mounted a variety of structural connections for 
retaining the anchor body to the frame of a vehicle. 
A primary advantage of the structure of the present 

invention is that the anchor body is adaptable for use With 
various mounting kits for securement thereof to a variety of 
different models of industrial vehicles. The seat suspension 
system according to the present invention is manufacturable 
as a standard unit Whereby a manufacturer can standardiZe 
manufacturing inventories and procedures and manufacture 
the seat suspension systems at a reasonable price. The 
mounting of the seat suspension system is effected using 
attachment kits that are customiZed to the shape of each 
model of vehicle. 

According to another feature of the present invention, the 
tWo pairs of parallel bars comprise an upper pair of parallel 
bars and a loWer pair of parallel bars, and the bars in the 
upper pair are rigidly connected to one-another by a torsion 
or stabiliZation rod for preventing movement of these bars 
relative to one-another, and for preventing an uneven move 
ment of the seat cradle When the seat cradle is loaded on the 
edge for example. 

In another feature of the present invention, the torsion or 
stabiliZation rod is mounted in a pair of bearing blocks. 
These bearing blocks are in turn mounted on a pair of levers 
that are pivotally connected to the anchor body. A pair of 
bolts extending through the anchor body and the levers are 
usable for adjusting the position of the levers relative to the 
anchor body. The position of the torsion rod relative to the 
anchor body and a related levelling of the seat cradle are 
adjustable by Working the pair of bolts. 

This feature is particularly appreciable for adjusting the 
plane of the seat to compensate for an imperfect mounting 
of an attachment kit for example, or to compensate for 
Work-related Wear in the articulations of the seat suspension 
system. 

According to yet another feature of the present invention, 
there is provided a sWivel mechanism mounted betWeen the 
sitting portion of the seat and the seat cradle. The sWivel 
mechanism comprises rotation limiting means having a 
range of 60 degrees. The rotation limiting means is a 
spring-loaded ball-tipped plunger moving against an arcuate 
template. The template has holes therein at locations corre 
sponding to ?rst, second and third angular positions of the 
seat, for restrictively retaining the plunger in one of these 
holes. The tension of the spring in the spring-loaded plunger 
is calibrated such that an operator using the seat suspension 
system having the sWivel mechanism mounted therein is 
able to tWist the seat sideWays to one of the lateral positions 
When driving the vehicle backWard for example, for easing 
uncomfortable postures related to backWard driving. 

Still another feature of the invention is that it is suscep 
tible of a loW cost of manufacture With regard to materials, 
equipment and labour, and Which accordingly is then sus 
ceptible of loW price of sale to the industry thereby making 
such seat suspension system economically available to the 
public. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

One embodiment of this invention is illustrated in the 
accompanying draWings, in Which like numerals denote like 
parts throughout the several vieWs, and in Which: 

FIG. 1 is a rear and right side perspective vieW of the seat 
suspension system according to the preferred embodiment of 
the present invention; 
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4 
FIG. 2 is a plan vieW of the seat suspension system shoWn 

Without the seat; 
FIG. 3 is a left side elevation vieW of the seat suspension 

system shoWn Without the seat; 
FIG. 4 is a partial cross-section vieW of the seat suspen 

sion system as seen along lin 4—4 in FIG. 2; 

FIG. 5 is a partial cross-section vieW of the seat suspen 
sion system as seen along line 5—5 in FIG. 2; 

FIG. 6 illustrates the seat suspension system With a seat 
mounted thereon and adjusted in tWo different positions; 

FIG. 7 illustrates a left side elevation vieW of the seat 
suspension system mounted on a ?rst lift truck; 

FIG. 8 is a plan vieW of the ?rst lift truck having the seat 
suspension system according to the preferred embodiment 
mounted on sWing-out attachment kit; 

FIG. 9 is a perspective vieW of a hinge bracket comprised 
in the sWing-out attachment kit; 

FIG. 10 is a cross-section vieW, as seen along line 10—10 
in FIG. 8, of a latch bracket usable in association With the 
hinge bracket illustrated in FIG. 9 for supporting the seat 
suspension system in a sWing-out mode; 

FIG. 11 is a ?rst front and right side perspective vieW of 
the latch member and latch bracket comprised in the sWing 
out attachment kit, shoWn in a latched position; 

FIG. 12 is a second front and right side perspective vieW 
of the latch member and latch bracket comprised in the 
sWing-out attachment kit, illustrated in a disengaged posi 
tion; 

FIG. 13 is a left side elevation vieW of a second lift truck 
having the seat suspension system according to the preferred 
embodiment mounted on a tilt-up attachment kit, and shoW 
ing the seat in a usable position; 

FIG. 14 is a left side elevation vieW of the second lift truck 
having the seat suspension system according to the preferred 
embodiment supported on a tilt-up attachment kit, and 
illustrating the seat in a raised position; 

FIG. 15 is a ?rst type of anchor bracket comprised in a 
tilt-up attachment kit for supporting the seat suspension 
system; 

FIG. 16 is a second type of anchor bracket comprised in 
a tilt-up attachment kit for supporting the seat suspension 
system; 

FIG. 17 illustrates a front vieW of the sWivel mechanism 
optionally incorporated under the seat of the seat suspension 
system; 

FIG. 18 is a plan cross-section vieW of the sWivel mecha 
nism as seen along line 18—18 in FIG. 17. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

While this invention is susceptible of embodiments in 
many various forms, there is shoWn in the draWings and Will 
be described in details herein a speci?c embodiment, With 
the understanding that the present disclosure is to be con 
sidered as an example of the principles of the invention and 
is not intended to limit the invention to the embodiment 
illustrated. 

Referring to FIGS. 1—6, the universal seat suspension 
system according to the preferred embodiment is illustrated 
therein. The seat suspension system is comprised broadly of 
an anchor body 30, and a seat cradle 32 movably mounted 
to the anchor body 30 on a pair of upper parallel bars 34,34‘ 
and a pair of loWer parallel bars 36,36‘. The loWer parallel 
bars 36,36‘ are pivotally connected to a pair of plain and 
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parallel anchor plates 40,40‘ enclosing both sides of the 
anchor body 30. The anchor plates 40,40‘ are drilled and 
tapped or otherWise adapted to receiving braces of various 
shapes and types for securing the anchor body 30 to the 
frame of a vehicle. 

The anchor body 30 has a holloW shape enclosing an air 
belloWs 42. The preferred air belloWs 42 has a diameter of 
about 4.6 inches and a total displacement of about 5 inches. 
The air belloWs has its loWer end connected to a shelf plate 
44 comprised in the structure of the anchor body 30. The 
upper end of the air belloWs 42 is connected to an inverted 
shelf plate 46 comprised in the structure of the seat cradle 
32. Therefore, a vertical movement of the seat cradle 32 
relative to the anchor body 30 is a cushioned movement that 
is controlled by the air pressure inside the air belloWs 42. 

The air belloWs 42 is preferably a type having an air inlet 
connection 48 therein Whereby the stiffness of the air sus 
pension mechanism is adjustable by varying the air pressure 
inside the air belloWs. The air inlet connection 48 is pref 
erably connected to a DC electric air compressor (not 
shoWn) Which may be conveniently located under the dash 
board of the vehicle. An air pressure control sWitch (not 
shoWn) is also preferably located in the vicinity of the 
dashboard for controlling the operation of the air compres 
sor. Hence, an operator using the lift truck having the seat 
suspension system af?xed thereto can easily adjust the 
stiffness of the seat according to his/her oWn Weight, his/her 
height or to his/her personal preferences. 

The loWer position of the seat cradle 32 is adjustable by 
means of a bumper bolt 50 threaded through the shelf plate 
44, and a stopper bracket 52 af?xed to the backrest frame 54 
of the seat cradle 32, in alignment With the bumper bolt 50. 
In that respect, a preferred maximum vertical travel of the 
seat cradle 32 relative to the anchor body 30, as shoWn as 
dimension label ‘A’ in FIG. 3 is about 3 inches. 

It has been found that When the seat suspension system is 
used in a lift truck travelling on an uneven ?oor, the seat is 
quite comfortable When the seat cradle 32 is set at about one 
inch from its loWer position While supporting an operator. 

The loWer parallel bars 36,36‘ are individually pivotally 
connected to a respective one of the anchor plates 40,40‘. 
The upper parallel bars 34,34‘ are rigidly connected to a 
stabiliZation or torsion rod 60 extending along and above the 
anchor body 30. The stabiliZation rod 60 is pivotally 
mounted in a pair of bearing blocks 62,62‘, Which are in turn 
connected to the anchor body 30. 

The seat cradle 32 has a pair of upWardly extending arm 
members 64,64‘ connected to both pairs of parallel bars. The 
upper ends of the arm members 64,64‘ are pivotally con 
nected to the upper parallel bars 34,34‘. The loWer parallel 
bars 36,36‘ are respectively pivotally connected to an inter 
mediate region of each arm member 64,64‘. The upper 
parallel bars 34,34‘ are mounted on the inside of a respective 
arm member 64,64‘ such that these bars 34,34‘ are laterally 
as close as possible to a backrest 66 of the seat 68, to cause 
as little elboW obstruction as possible to a driver using the 
seat suspension system. The loWer parallel bars 36,36‘ are 
mounted to the outside of the arm members 64,64‘, such that 
they provide, in association With the upper parallel bars, 
34,34‘, lateral support to the seat cradle 32. 

The presence of a stabiliZing torsion rod 60 prevents the 
seat cradle 32 from tWisting or otherWise ?exing When 
loaded unevenly, such as When a person sits on the edge of 
the seat for example. The presence of the torsion rod 60 
ensures that the movement of the seat cradle 32 is even and 
?rm. The preferred siZe of the torsion rod 60 When the seat 
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6 
suspension system is installed in a lift truck for example, is 
a solid cold rolled steel rod having a diameter of about Vs 
inch. The effective length ‘B’ of each parallel bar is about 5 
inches. These dimensions and material have been found to 
be appropriate for preventing a tWisting and ?exing of the 
seat cradle 32 under extreme Working conditions. 

Referring particularly to FIGS. 3 and 5, the bearing blocks 
62,62‘ are mounted on a pair of levers 70 that have their 
loWer ends movably mounted on a respective pivot 72 and 
clevis 74. Each clevis 74 is af?xed to the anchor body 30. 
The movement of each lever 70 about the pivot 72 is 
controlled by an adjuster bolt assembly 76 extending 
through both the anchor body 30 and a respective lever 70. 
The rotation of a bolt heads 78,78‘ on the adjuster bolt 
assemblies 76 causes the levers 70 and the torsion rod 60 to 
move forWard or backWard relative to the anchor body 30, 
about the pivots 72. This movement has the effect of causing 
the front edge of the seat to move up or doWn as illustrated 
by dimension label ‘C’ in FIG. 3. Therefore, When the 
mounting of the seat suspension system to the frame of a 
vehicle is not perfect, the plane of the seat may be easily 
adjusted by Working the bolts 78. 

Referring back particularly to FIG. 2, the seat cradle 32 
preferably has a slide rail system 80 therein for supporting 
a seat 68 in such a Way that the seat is adjustable forWard and 
backWard over a distance of about 6 inches, as illustrated by 
dimension ‘D’, to accommodate the preferences of different 
drivers. 
The seat cradle 32 also preferably has a sWivel mecha 

nism 84, as illustrated in FIGS. 17 and 18, mounted on the 
slide rail system 80, for alloWing the seat to rotate side to 
side over an angular displacement of about 30 degrees each 
side, as illustrated by dimension labels ‘E’ in FIG. 6. 

Lift trucks are often driven backWard. Therefore, the 
sWiveling of the seat as described herein above is particu 
larly appreciated by lift truck operators for reducing the back 
and neck strains associated With the tWisting of ones body 
for looking backWard. 
As can be appreciated, the seat suspension system accord 

ing to the preferred embodiment has feW moving parts, a loW 
and narroW pro?le, lateral stiffening means, seat levelling 
means, and a sturdy structure that requires but a single air 
belloWs for proper operation. Furthermore, the anchor body 
30 is a plain rectangular box-like member that is mounted 
adjacent the backrest 66 of a vehicle seat and that has a pair 
of spaced-apart parallel anchor plates 40,40‘ to Which can be 
af?xed a variety of attachment kits. The plain box-like 
rectangular shape and compact arrangement of the anchor 
body 30 are major features of the present invention for 
alloWing the seat suspension system to be installed Without 
modi?cations into a variety of different lift trucks and other 
industrial vehicles. 
A ?rst preferred attachment kit for mounting the seat 

suspension system to a lift truck 90 is hereinafter referred to 
a sWing-out attachment kit 92. The operation of the sWing 
out attachment kit 92 is illustrated in FIG. 7. The attachment 
kit alloWs the seat 68 to be sWung out of the cab of the lift 
truck 90, over an angular distance of 180 degrees, as 
illustrated by the dashed-line position 98 in FIG. 8, in order 
to alloW access to the engine compartment 100 of the 
vehicle. 

Referring noW to FIGS. 9—12, the sWing-out attachment 
kit comprises a hinge bracket 102, a latch bracket 104 and 
a latch member 106. The hinge bracket 102 comprises a 
hinge 110 joining a ?xed brace 112 and a movable brace 114. 
The ?xed brace 112 is connected to a base plate 116 having 
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dimensions and characteristics for attachment to the frame 
of a lift truck 90. The movable brace 114 has a ?rst mate 
plate 118 mounted thereon. The ?rst mate plate 118 has 
dimensions and characteristics for attachment to one of the 
anchor plates 40‘ of the seat suspension system. When the 
anchor body 30 is connected to the hinge bracket 102, and 
When the hinge bracket is mounted to the frame of a lift truck 
for example, the seat suspension system may be sWung out 
of the cab of the lift truck about the axis of the hinge 110, 
as illustrated in FIG. 8. 

The latch member 106 has a second mate plate 120, Which 
also has dimensions and characteristics for attachment to 
another one of the anchor plates 40 of the seat suspension 
system. The second mate plate 120 has a pair of stub shafts 
122 extending therefrom and aWay from the anchor plate 40. 
The stub shafts 122 have dimensions and placement for 
engagement into a pair of sockets 124 in the latch bracket 
104. The latch bracket 104 also has a base plate 126 for 
attachment to the frame of a lift truck. 

Both stub shafts 122 are made of cold rolled steel and 
have a diameter of 7/s inch. The preferred vertical spacing ‘F’ 
betWeen both stub shafts 122 and the sockets 124 is at least 
about 5 inches, such that a tWisting moment on the hinge 110 
is practically non-existent When the seat is being used and 
the stub shafts 122 are properly engaged into a respective 
socket 124. 

The upper stub shaft 122 is retainable inside the upper 
socket 124 by a latch blade 128. The latch blade 128 is 
pivoted about a bolt 130 for an angular movement about the 
bolt 130. The latch blade 128 is preferably spring actuated 
(not shoWn) for alignment With the socket 124 and for 
preventing the upper stub shaft 122 from moving out of the 
socket When the seat suspension system is in a usable mode. 
In use, the forWard portion of the blade 128 is lifted 
upWardly as shoWn at ‘G’ for releasing the upper stub shaft 
122 and for alloWing the seat suspension system to sWing out 
of the cab of the lift truck. 
As also illustrated in FIGS. 11 and 12, a stopper mecha 

nism 132 may also be incorporated on one or both mate 
plates 118,120, or on one or both anchor plates 40,40‘ for 
limiting an upWard movement of the loWer parallel bars 
36,36‘ and of the seat cradle 32. 

Referring noW to FIGS. 13 and 14, the seat suspension 
system according to the preferred embodiment is illustrated 
therein With a tilt-up mounting kit. In some models of lift 
trucks, it is preferable to move the seat upWardly as opposed 
to sideWays as previously illustrated, for accessing the 
engine compartment 100. In these cases, the anchor body 30 
is connected to a pair of tilt-up post assemblies 140 such as 
the left hand version of such post shoWn in FIG. 15. Each 
post assembly 140 has a base member 142 Which has 
dimensions and shape for mounting to the Weight 144 of a 
lift truck. This post assembly 140 has an upright member 
146, a mate plate 148 Which has dimensions and properties 
for mounting to one of the anchor plates 40‘. Apivot bolt 150 
joins the mate plate 148 to the upright member 146. There 
is also provided on each tilt-up post assembly 140, an air 
spring 152 for assisting in the raising of the seat suspension 
system. A latch mechanism such as partly illustrated at 154 
in FIG. 14, may also be incorporated in the post assembly 
140 for locking the seat suspension system in the loWer 
position. 

Referring noW to FIG. 16, one can appreciate that numer 
ous mounting brackets may be use for mounting the seat 
suspension system to a variety of different lift truck frames. 
For example, the post member may be replaced by a gusset 
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8 
plate 156 and the base member 158 may have various 
con?gurations to satisfy different lift truck frames. 

Referring noW to the sWivel base 84 supporting the seat 68 
in the seat suspension system according to the preferred 
embodiment, one feature of this sWivel base 84 is illustrated 
in greater details in FIGS. 17 and 18. The sWivel base 84 
comprises a loWer plate 160 Which is af?xed to the seat 
cradle 32, an upper plate 162 to Which the seat 68 is mounted 
and a bearing assembly 164 mounted betWeen the tWo plates 
for angular movement of the upper plate relative to the loWer 
plate. There is also provided a rotation limiting mechanism 
for limiting the rotation of the seat to 30 degrees to the right 
and 30 degrees to the left as Was explained previously. The 
rotation limiting mechanism comprises a spring-actuated 
ball-tipped plunger assembly 166 Which is af?xed to the 
upper plate 162. The ball tip of the plunger assembly 166 is 
forced against an arcuate template 168 Which is af?xed to the 
loWer plate 160. The curved template 168 has three spaced 
apart holes 170,172,174 therein disposed at distances from 
each other for de?ning respectively a forWard position of the 
seat and tWo opposite side positions. In use, an operator of 
the lift truck having the seat suspension system With a sWivel 
base 84 is able to force the seat sideWays by tWisting it to 
dislodge the ball-tipped plunger 166 from the central hole 
170 and let the seat glide over to one of its side position, 
Where the ball-tipped plunger 166 engages in a correspond 
ing side hole 172,174, to retain the seat in this side position. 
For this purpose, the plunger assembly has a spring and a set 
screW for calibration of the spring such that an operator may 
rotate the seat With more or less ease. 

As to additional details related to the manufacturing, 
installation and operation of the present invention, the same 
should be apparent from the above description, and accord 
ingly further discussion relative to the manner of making, 
installing and using the seat suspension system Would be 
considered redundant and is not provided. 

While one embodiment of the present invention and tWo 
mounting arrangements therefor have been illustrated and 
described herein above, it Will be appreciated by those 
skilled in the art that various modi?cations, alternate 
constructions, alternate mounting arrangements and equiva 
lents may be employed Without departing from the true spirit 
and scope of the invention. Therefore, the above description 
and illustrations should not be construed as limiting the 
scope of the invention Which is de?ned by the appended 
claims. 

I claim: 
1. A seat suspension system for supporting a seat of an 

industrial vehicle, said seat suspension system comprising: 
a seat cradle; 
a seat mounted in said seat cradle, said seat having a 

sitting portion and a backrest portion; 
an anchor body having means for attachment to a frame 

of said industrial vehicle; 
tWo pairs of spaced-apart parallel bars; each of said bars 

having spaced-apart ?rst and second ends, said ?rst 
ends being movably connected to said anchor body and 
said second ends being movable connected to said seat 
cradle for alloWing a movement of said seat cradle 
relative to said anchor body; 

an air belloWs having a ?rst end connected to said seat 
cradle and a second end connected to said anchor body 
for cushioning said movement of said seat cradle; 

said anchor body having a holloW shape disposed behind 
said backrest portion of said seat, and said means for 
attachment to a frame of said industrial vehicle com 
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prising a pair of spaced-apart parallel anchor plates on 
said anchor body; 

such that said anchor body is adaptable for use With 
various mounting kits for securement thereof to a 
variety of different models of industrial vehicles. 

2. The seat suspension system as claimed in claim 1, 
Wherein said air belloWs is enclosed in said anchor body. 

3. The seat suspension system as claimed in claim 2, 
Wherein said air belloWs has a diameter of about 4.6 inches 
and a displacement of about 5 inches. 

4. The seat suspension system as claimed in claim 1, 
Wherein said tWo pairs of parallel bars comprise an upper 
pair of parallel bars and a loWer pair of parallel bars, and said 
bars in said upper pair being rigidly connected to one 
another by a torsion rod, for preventing movement of said 
parallel bars in said upper pair relative to one-another. 

5. The seat suspension system as claimed in claim 4, 
Wherein said torsion rod has a diameter of about 7/s inch, and 
a distance betWeen said ?rst and second ends of each of said 
parallel bars is about 5 inches. 

6. The seat suspension system as claimed in claim 4, 
Wherein said torsion rod is mounted in a pair of bearing 
blocks having adjustable connection means retaining said 
bearing blocks to said anchor body, such that a position of 
said torsion rod relative to said anchor body and a levelling 
of said seat cradle are adjustable by Working said adjustable 
connection means. 

7. The seat suspension system as claimed in claim 6 
Wherein said adjustable connection means comprises a pair 
of levers connected to said bearing blocks and to said anchor 
body, and a pair of bolts movably retaining said levers to 
said anchor body. 

8. The seat suspension system as claimed in claim 1 
Wherein said means for attachment to a frame of said 
industrial vehicle comprises a sWing-out attachment kit 
having means for moving said anchor body and said seat 
cradle about an aXis of rotation aligned substantially per 
pendicular to a sitting plane of said sitting portion. 

9. The seat suspension system as claimed in claim 1, 
Wherein said means for attachment to a frame of said 
industrial vehicle comprises a tilt-up mounting kit having 
means for moving said anchor body and said seat cradle 
about an aXis being substantially parallel to a sitting plane of 
said sitting portion. 

10. The seat suspension system as claimed in claim 1, 
further comprising a sWivel mechanism mounted betWeen 
said sitting portion and said seat cradle, for affording a 
rotation of said seat relative to said seat cradle. 

11. A seat suspension system for supporting a seat of an 
industrial vehicle, said suspension system comprising: 

a seat cradle; 

a seat mounted in said seat cradle, said seat having a 
sitting portion and a backrest portion; 

an anchor body having a holloW shape and a pair of 
parallel spaced-apart anchor plates enclosing said hol 
loW shape, said anchor body being disposed behind 
said backrest portion of said seat; 

said anchor body also having tWo pairs of spaced-apart 
parallel bars; each of said bars having spaced-apart ?rst 
and second ends, said ?rst ends being movably con 
nected to said anchor body and said second ends being 
movable connected to said seat cradle for alloWing a 
movement of said seat cradle relative to said anchor 
body; 
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an air belloWs having an upper end connected to said seat 

cradle and a loWer end connected to said anchor body 
for cushioning said movement of said seat cradle; 

said tWo pairs of parallel bars comprising an upper pair of 
parallel bars and a loWer pair of parallel bars; 

said bars in said upper pair being rigidly connected to 
one-another by a torsion rod for preventing movement 
of said parallel bars in said upper pair relative to 
one-another; 

said torsion rod being mounted in a pair of bearing blocks 
having adjustable connection means retaining said 
bearing blocks to said anchor body; and 

connection means af?Xed to said anchor plates for attach 
ment to a frame of said industrial vehicle, said connec 
tion means comprising a sWing-out attachment kit 
comprising a hinged connection having an aXis of 
rotation aligned substantially perpendicular to a sitting 
plane of said sitting portion for alloWing said seat 
cradle and said anchor body to move from a vehicle 
driving position to a vehicle-servicing position differ 
ent from said vehicle-driving position When said sWing 
out attachment kit is adapted to be mounted to said 
frame of said industrial vehicle; 

such that a position of said torsion rod relative to said 
anchor body, and a levelling of said seat cradle are 
adjustable by Working said adjustable connection 
means, and said seat cradle and said anchor body being 
simultaneously movable about said aXis of rotation. 

12. The seat suspension system as claimed in claim 11, 
Wherein said sWing-out attachment kit comprises latching 
means for selectively alloWing said anchor body and said 
seat cradle to move about said hinge connection. 

13. The seat suspension system as claimed in claim 12, 
Wherein said hinged connection has a rotational range of 
about 180 degrees. 

14. The seat suspension system as claimed in claim 12, 
Wherein said latching means comprises a latch bracket 
having means for connection to said frame of said industrial 
vehicle and a latch plate connected to one of said anchor 
plates, said latch plate having engagement means for releas 
able connection thereof to said latch bracket. 

15. The seat suspension system as claimed in claim 14, 
Wherein said engagement means is a pair of stub shafts 
extending from said latch plate, and said latch bracket has a 
pair of sockets, and said stub shafts have dimensions and 
spacing for engagement in said sockets. 

16. The seat suspension system as claimed in claim 15, 
Wherein said stub shafts each has a diameter of about 7/s inch, 
and a spacing betWeen said stub shafts is about 5 inches. 

17. The seat suspension system as claimed in claim 11, 
further comprising a sWivel mechanism mounted betWeen 
said sitting portion and said seat cradle. 

18. The seat suspension system as claimed in claim 17, 
Wherein said sWivel mechanism comprises rotation limiting 
means having a range of 60 degrees. 

19. The seat suspension system as claimed in claim 18, 
Wherein said rotation limiting means is a spring-loaded 
ball-tipped plunger moving against an arcuate template, and 
said template has holes therein at locations corresponding to 
a ?rst, second and third angular positions of said seat for 
restrictively retaining said seat in one of said angular posi 
tions relative to said seat cradle. 


