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(57) ABSTRACT 

The invention relates to a pump system for providing and 
maintaining a controlled out?oW, comprising a couple of 
piston pump units (1a, 1b), having at least tWo cylinders (2a, 
2b, 2c, 2a) each With a piston (3a, 3b, 3c, 3d) slidably 
arranged in each cylinder. It further comprises devices for 
controllably moving the piston in each cylinder, namely by 
an eccentric Wheel (15a, 15b, 15c, 15a) for each of the 
pistons, acting on one end thereof. There is also provided a 
control unit for dynamically changing the speed of move 
ment of the devices for moving the piston, in response to 
pressure changes in the system on the pressure side, for 
maintaining a desired ?oW out of the pump. The pump 
system further comprises switching valves (10a, 10b) for 
proportioning solutions to be mixed according to a prede 
termined ratio, the valves being sWitchable betWeen each 
source of solutions (A, B, A‘, B‘) and are controlled by a 
control unit having integrating method for integrating the 
How during suction from a ?rst source of solution to be 
mixed, and a method for switching to another source of 
solution When the integration corresponds to the predeter 
mined proportion of the solution being sucked. 

12 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets 
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PUMP 

The invention relates to a pump system comprising pump 
units having at least tWo cylinders and pistons, Wherein the 
pistons are actuated by an eccentric Wheel operating accord 
ing to a soft Ware implemented cam pro?le, in order to 
operate the movement of the pistons, such that a controllably 
varying ?oW out of the pump is obtainable. The pump units 
operate in an overlapping fashion in order to deliver a 
continuous, and to the eXtent possible, constant ?oW out 
from the pump unit, Without artifacts due to the counter 
pressure in the system. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

A problem With prior art pumps used in HPLC applica 
tions has been that there may occur ?oW ?uctuations (“?oW 
spikes”) in the system. These “spikes” (positive or negative) 
are due to the delayed delivery from each pump half because 
of the need to build up the pressure in the cylinder to 
correspond to the system pressure. This pressure build-up 
effect comes from the ?nite compressibility of liquids, and 
inherent elasticity in the construction elements of the sys 
tem. In other Words, When one pump cylinder “phases out”, 
i.e. When the piston approaches its end point during the 
delivery phase, and the How is beginning to drop to Zero, the 
other pump cylinder taking over needs some time before it 
can begin to deliver a ?oW, because of the mentioned need 
to generate the system pressure level in the liquid inside the 
cylinder. Thus, it Would be desirable if the tWo cylinders 
could be synchroniZed in their respective “phasing in” and 
“phasing out”, such that the How is maintained constant 
during this critical phase, and suitably such that the syn 
chroniZation is adaptable to different system pressure levels. 
Thus, there eXists a need for pumps having variably con 
trollable cam pro?les that in addition adapt to the situation 
at hand. 

EP-O 050 296 B discloses a pulsation-free volumetric 
pump having tWo plungers reciprocated by a cam so as to 
provide a combined discharge volume. The pump is char 
acteriZed by having a DC motor having a mechanical time 
constant beloW 12 ms, and by having means for detecting 
pressure pulsations produced during pumping. 

EP-O 334 994 A1 discloses a reciprocating type ?uid 
delivery pump having a drive motor and plungers for driving 
tWo pump heads. The pump comprises a converting mecha 
nism for converting rotational motion to a reciprocating 
motion, including a cam for each plunger. The cams are 
mounted on a common cam shaft rotating at constant 

velocity. The cams are machined to have pro?les that 
determine the angle-plunger speed characteristics. 

The driving speed is controlled by measuring system 
pressure and the How in the system is thereby controllable to 
a certain eXtent. 

DE-38 37 325 C2 discloses a liquid delivery plunger type 
pump having a main cylinder and an auxiliary cylinder, both 
being operated by cams mounted on a common cam shaft. 

The pressure is measured and the measurements are used 
to provide an essentially constant ?oW. 
DE-41 30 295 A1 discloses a pump system having sepa 

rately driven plunger pumps. The rate of the individual 
pumps is controlled by feeding back measurement data 
relating to rotation speed and rotor position. System pressure 
is not used as a pump control parameter. The pump is said 
to be suitable for viscous liquids or pastes. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The main problem that the invention addresses is the 
elimination of pulsations in the How on the pressure side in 
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2 
pumps of the type mentioned above, and thus the object of 
the present invention is to provide a pump that eliminates the 
problems With prior art pumps discussed above. 

This object is achieved With a pump system as described 
further herein. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 shoWs a pump system comprising tWo pump units 
Wherein the invention may be employed; 

FIG. 2a shoWs the How pro?le of a cam operated pump 
unit; 

FIG. 2b shoWs the How pro?le of a pump operated in 
accordance With the invention, Wherein the compensation 
for pressure ?uctuations at a high counter pressure is shoWn; 

FIG. 2c shoWs the How pro?le of the same pump as in 
FIG. 3, in a situation Wherein the pressure conditions have 
reverted from high to loW counter pressure; 

FIG. 3 shoWs the eccentric Wheel of the pump according 
to the invention; 

FIG. 4 shoWs in diagrammatic form the sWitching points 
for a valve during a feW pump cycles; and 

FIG. 5 is a schematic system overvieW. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF A PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

In FIG. 1 there is shoWn pump system according to the 
invention comprising a ?rst pump unit la and a second pump 
unit 1b, each comprising tWo separate cylinders 2a, 2b and 
2c, 2d respectively, With one independently movable piston 
3a, 3b and 3c, 3a' in each cylinder. The pistons are spring 4 
biased (this particular detail and certain others common to 
all cylinders have been given identical reference numerals) 
toWards their maXimum eXtended position, and actuated by 
an eccentric Wheel 15a15b, 15c, 15d each. Each cylinder 2a, 
2b, 2c, 2a' is provided With one inlet 5a, 5b, 5‘a, 5b and one 
outlet 5c, 5d, 5‘c, 5‘a', having a ball valve 6a, 6b, 6c, 6d each, 
Which open during suction and delivery respectively. The 
inlets 5a, 5b, 541, 5b are connected to a tubing 7a, 7b, 741, 
7b each Which are joined With a T-coupling 8 such as to be 
connectable to the outlet 9 of a sWitching valve 10. Said 
sWitching valve 10, being operable to sWitch betWeen tWo 
feed lines 11a, 11b, ll‘a, ll‘b from tWo sources A, B, A‘, B‘ 
of liquid (buffer, acid base etc.), is controlled by softWare (to 
be described). The outlets 5c, 5d, 5‘c, 5‘a' of each cylinder 2a, 
2b, 2c, 2d are joined With a T-coupling 12 via feed lines 11c, 
11d, ll‘c, ll‘d and the outgoing tube 13a, 13b from said 
T-coupling delivers solution to a miXing chamber 14, 
Wherein solution from the tWo pump units are miXed. 

In FIG. 2a there is shoWn a volume ?oW through one cam 
operated pump unit (having tWo pistons, I and II) as a 
function of time. As is evident the volume ?oW varies 
considerably during the suction phase. As can also be seen 
in the ?gure it is possible to maintain a constant ?oW over 
a large part of the pressure (or delivery) phase. HoWever, 
there Will of course alWays be a period of pressure build-up 
in the beginning of the delivery phase, and a pressure drop 
at the end of each phase before the pump again reverts to the 
suction phase (the How alWays must pass a state of Zero 
?oW). In the shoWn example, the pressure is maintained 
constant also during the “phasing in” and “phasing out” of 
respective pump, since the pressure levels adds up to the 
general pressure level. This is achieved by letting the 
delivery phase of pump I overlap With the delivery phase of 
pump II. HoWever, a given cam pro?le is only able to 
perform adequately for a certain system pressure. 
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In the upper portion FIG. 2b there is shown hoW the How 
Would vary With system pressure for a given cam pro?le. 
Therefore, if a How free of pulsations is to be achieved, it 
must be possible to change the starting point of the com 
pression phase, i.e. the starting point of the delivery phase in 
order to compensate for the counterpressure in the system. 
This means that the cam pro?le has to be changed. This is 
extremely dif?cult to solve mechanically, if one uses cam 
disks With cam pro?les machined from the material of the 
cam disk. 

Instead of being actuated by a cam disk, the piston of the 
pump according to the invention is driven by an eccentric 
member, controlled by soft Ware simulating a cam pro?le. 
The construction and features of the eccentric member is 
described beloW. 

Thus, the soft Ware controlled eccentric Wheel is operated 
in accordance With the invention such that, as shoWn in FIG. 
2b, the ?rst suction phase for the pump designated I, i.e. the 
second suction in the diagram, is shoWn to end someWhat 
earlier on the time scale than the previous suction phase, and 
thus that the delivery phase folloWing said suction phase 
begins someWhat earlier. It is important to recogniZe that of 
course the areas of the suction phases must be equal, because 
the cylinders have a given constant volume. 

In FIG. 3 there is shoWn an assembly of an eccentric axle 
16 and a ball bearing 17 (shoWn in cross section), Which 
constitutes the eccentric Wheel 15a, 15b in FIG. 1, mounted 
on the eccentric portion 18 of said axle 16. The peripheral 
surface 19 of said bearing rests against the rear part of each 
piston as shoWn in FIG. 1. When the axle 16 is rotated by a 
stepper motor 22 (see FIG. 5) the eccentric movement of the 
axle Will cause a reciprocating movement of the piston by 
virtue of the spring action of the pistons. 

The eccentric Wheel is operated such that it simulates a 
cam disk, the pro?le of Which is implemented in softWare. 
The cam pro?le is de?ned in a table (to be described beloW) 
that is continuously updated in response to system pressure 
measurements. The pressure measurement is in a preferred 
embodiment made by a strain gauge mounted on a mem 
brane at a point before the mixing chamber. 

The eccentric Wheel is driven by a stepper motor, eg one 
moving 200 full steps per full turn of the outgoing shaft in 
an at present employed embodiment. Each full step may be 
further subdivided in 8 additional (sub) steps. Atransmission 
ratio of 1:4 is used such that the stepper motor runs totally 
800 full steps or 6400 substeps for one full turn of the 
eccentric axis. In this Way it is possible to de?ne a table 
having 6400 entries, Where each entry corresponds to a time 
value. These time values de?ne the interval betWeen the 
pulses that activates the stepper motor to take one substep. 

Thus, it is possible to very accurately control the dis 
placement of a piston actuated by the eccentric Wheel, by 
simply letting the stepper motor move in accordance With 
such a table, Wherein the intervals are selected such as to 
de?ne a cam pro?le. 

Of course it is conceivable and Within the scope of the 
invention to use other actuating means than an eccentric 
Wheel. Thus, one may provide a micrometer type device 
having a controllable linear displacement, acting on each 
piston. HoWever, the preferred embodiment comprises an 
eccentric Wheel, because it gives a superior mechanical 
robustness. 
As shoWn in FIG. 5, the system comprises tWo processors: 

a slave processor 20 operating according to a current (in any 
given moment ?xed) table, controlling the operation of the 
stepper motor eccentric Wheel(s) 15a, 15b and thus the 
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4 
pump, and a master 21 that continuously updates a “master” 
table in response to measurements of the system pressure 
measured at P. The slave continuously polls the master for 
updates of the “master table”, and updates the current table 
accordingly. 
As already mentioned and discussed, in order to obtain a 

smooth mixing in the mixing chamber, it Would ideally be 
required that the volume ?oW out from the pumps corre 
sponds to a straight line as a function of time. 

One solution to achieve an approximation of such a 
situation, is to let the delivery phases of the tWo pumps 
overlap, as shoWn in FIG. 2a. This Will hoWever still give a 
?uctuating ?oW, not enough continuous for the accuracy 
required in eg HPLC or FPLC. 

The pump system of the invention utiliZes a double piston 
pump, one for each pair of solutions. The reason is of course 
that if only a single piston pump is used, the How Would by 
de?nition be discontinuous, since the operation is divided in 
a suction phase and a delivery phase, and no delivery is 
possible during the suction. Therefore the double piston 
pump is operated such that the delivery phases of the 
respective pistons overlap. The pumps are located betWeen 
respective valve and said mixing chamber, Wherein the tWo 
mixtures delivered by the pumps are mixed to yield the ?nal 
solution. 

Furthermore, a simple piston pump actuated by an eccen 
tric Wheel delivers a sinusoidally varying ?oW When run at 
constant speed, and thus even if the phases of the respective 
pump cylinders overlap, there Would be a ?uctuation in the 
out?oW unless the movement of the pistons are controlled. 

B. The Table 

As mentioned previously, the table by Which the move 
ment of the eccentric Wheel is controlled comprises 6400 
values. The slave processor reads the values from this table 
and supplies pulses to the stepper motor at intervals deter 
mined by said table values. Thus, if the values are small the 
stepper motor Will run at a high speed and vice versa. 

The system contains a default table Which is calculated on 
the basis of Water as the medium and a Zero counter pressure. 

The updating of the table is performed in response to 
pressure measurements. If the pressure gradient is positive, 
i.e. the pressure increases, this means that the stepper motor 
is running at a too high speed (e.g. depending on the 
compressibility of the liquid being loWer than that for the 
default, i.e. Water). That is, the table values are too small, 
and the pulses are supplied to the motor at a too high rate. 
Therefore the master processor recalculates the values cor 
responding to the portion of the table yielding the incorrect 
speed. Of course it is possible that the entire table be 
recalculated. 

When a neW table has been calculated, the master sends 
it to the slave together With a replace message. The slave 
then discards the current table and begins operating in 
response to the neW current table. 

This procedure is repeated over at least a couple of pump 
cycles at the beginning of a run, until a table has been 
obtained that controls the pump adequately in the sense that 
there Will occur no or at least insigni?cant pressure ?uctua 
tions. The feed back is of course active throughout an entire 
run, in order to adjust for minor variations. 

C. The Valve Algorithm 

In the ?rst mixing stage, tWo different liquids (solutions) 
are sucked in through a valve Which ?ips over from the feed 
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line for the ?rst solution (A) to the other feed line for the 
other solution (B) during the suction phase, thereby creating 
a relation betWeen the amounts of these tWo solutions being 
fed via the pump to a mixing chamber (it should be noted 
that the mixing chamber may be located before the pumps). 
Of course it Would in principle be possible to provide one 
valve for each feed line, said valves sWitching betWeen 
opened and closed positions. The timing of opening and 
closing may hoWever become more complicated than if one 
single valve is used. 
A ?rst attempt to control the loW pressure gradient made 

use of an entire suction stroke as a reference volume. During 
the ?rst phase of the suction stroke, corresponding to the 
fraction of A desired in the mixture, liquid AWas sucked in, 
and When the valve sWitched at some point in time during 
this stroke, corresponding to a predetermined volume frac 
tion of B, liquid B began to be sucked. When the next 
suction phase Was begun, an appropriate amount of liquid A 
Was again sucked in and so on. This algorithm Works 
reasonably Well, but exhibits a non-desirable pressure 
dependence. This probably depends on the suction process 
being non-ideal and is in?uenced by pressure etc. Also, by 
using the entire suction volume as the reference, the sWitch 
ing point Will alWays occur at the same point for a given 
mixture, Which yields systematic errors. 

In order to remedy these problems the algorithm Was 
altered such that instead of alWays sucking A and then B 
during a phase, it alternated the order in each suction phase, 
ie AB, BA, AB etc. This change improved the pressure 
behavior but instead the ?uctuation in the system, ie the 
output gradient, increased. The increased ?uctuation prob 
ably derives from the fact that the algorithm doubles the 
volume of respective liquid betWeen each stroke (tWo doses 
of B before next A and so on). 

Astill further improvement in accordance With the present 
invention resides in letting the valve sWitch as initially 
described, but With the exception that it is not periodic over 
a cylinder volume, i.e. letting the reference volume differ 
from the suction volume. This method has as a consequence 
that the reference volume, if it is correctly selected, Will be 
displaced all the time With respect to the beginning and end 
of the suction phase. The beginning of a suction phase may 
be at any point Within the reference volume. 

The advantage of this method is that systematic errors, 
that occur if the sWitching is done as described initially, are 
essentially eliminated, due to the randomness of the position 
in time of the valve sWitching point. 

Still another important aspect is that the amounts of 
respective liquids, A and B, is determined by integration 
over the suction phase. Prior art techniques used simply a 
time controlled volume calculation for establishing the valve 
sWitch point. Thereby the valve sWitches completely asyn 
chronously With the pump, such that it is open a percentage 
of the time corresponding to the proportion of respective 
solution. This principle requires that the valve performs 
many strokes/sWitches for every mixer volume exiting the 
pump, since it delivers a correct concentration only for a 
time considerably longer than the sWitch time. 

In accordance With the present invention, by virtue of the 
stepper motor being very accurately stepped in very small 
increments, it is an easy matter for the skilled man to let a 
processor integrate a desired volume and to trigger the 
sWitching of the valve accordingly. It should be noted that 
such integration is possible also With DC motors, although 
it becomes more complicated to implement. 
Due to the large dynamic range of the pump it is not 

suitable to use the same reference volume over the entire 
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6 
How region. For example if a small reference volume Was to 
be used for a very high ?oW, the valve Would sWitch at a very 
high rate, and Would Wear out too quickly. This has been 
solved by letting the reference volume increase stepWise, 
thereby folloWing the increase in ?oW. This means that at 
high ?oW rates the reference volume Will be relatively large, 
because it is of a great interest that the largest operational 
reference volume can be determined, such that it is possible 
to establish hoW much additional trimming of the algorithm 
must be done. It can be further trimmed if e.g. sWitching 
times are considered. Such trimming is hoWever not an 
aspect of the invention. 
The reference volume has been set to 0,75 suction vol 

umes as a default value. This means that it “catches up” With 
the suction phase in three phases (4*0,75=3). The increment 
by Which the reference volume jumps is set to 0,5 volumes. 
This volume has been selected such that 
4*ReferenceVolume=N* SuctionVolume (N is an integer). 
The reference volume is calculated as folloWs: 

For a How <5,5 ml/min: 
ReferenceVolume (RV)=0,75 SuctionVolume (SV) 
For a ?oW>5,5 ml/min: 

RV={Int[FloW(ml/min)—5,5 ml/min]/3,7+1}*0,5SV+0, 
75SV [Int(3/2)=1; Int(1/2)=0 etc.; Thus, Int denotes the 
integer part of the ?oW] 

EXAMPLE 

In FIG. 4 there is shoWn schematically hoW the valve 
algorithm Works. 

In the ?gure the area of the portions beloW the horiZontal 
“Zero”-axis each represent the volume of one stroke of a 
piston, ie one suction volume (SV). In the given example 
this volume is 0,286 ml. 

If We assume a How of 5 ml/min, the reference volume is 
0,75*0,286 ml=0,215 ml. The area up to the thick vertical 
line RV1 represents the fraction of a suction volume equal 
ling the reference volume (RV). RV1 marks the point Where 
the ?rst reference volume has been reached. 

If We assume a desired mixing ratio A:B of 2:3, then the 
?rst sWitching point (vertical line at SP1) of the valve, Where 
solution B begins to be sucked, should be at a point Where 
0,0858 ml (2/5*0,215 ml) of solution Ahas been sucked into 
the cylinder. At SP1 the valve sWitches to B. Then, the valve 
sWitches at RV1, Which thus is the same as the second 
sWitching point SP2, Where it again begins to suck solution 
A. When another portion (0,0858 ml) of A has been sucked, 
the valve sWitches again to B at SP3, and so on, until it after 
three complete suction phases has caught up. As indicated 
above there is provided means for integrating the volume 
during suction so as to ?nd the sWitching points. 
Many modi?cations and variations are possible to the 

skilled man Within the scope of the inventive concept as 
brought out in the appended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. Apump system for providing and maintaining a stable 

?oW, comprising a ?rst and a second pump unit, each pump 
unit comprising 

i) tWo cylinders (2a, 2b) With a piston (3a, 3b) slidably 
arranged in each cylinder; 

ii) moving means (15a, 15b, 15c, 15d, 17, 19) for inde 
pendently moving the pistons in said cylinders; 

iii) stepper motor means (22a, 22b, 22c, 22a) for causing 
said independent movement of each of said moving 
means (15a, 15b, 15c, 15d, 17, 19) to cause said 
movement of the pistons; 
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iv) a control unit (21, 22) for dynamically changing the 
speed of movement of said pistons, in response to 
measurement data indicative of pressure changes in the 
system on the pressure side. 

2. The pump system as claimed in claim 1, Wherein said 
moving means comprises a respective eccentric Wheel (15a, 
15b) for each of said pistons (3a, 3b), acting on one end 
thereof. 

3. The pump system as claimed in claim 2, Wherein the 
control unit is adapted to change the rate of movement of the 
pistons by changing the rotational speeds of said stepper 
motor means (22a, 22b, 22c, 22a), on the outgoing aXles 
(16a, 16b, 16c, 16a) of Which said eccentric Wheels are 
mounted. 

4. The pump system as claimed in claim 1, further 
comprising means (P) for measuring the pressure in the 
system at a point doWnstream from said pump (1), the output 
of said pressure measurement means being supplied to said 
control unit (21, 22). 

5. The pump system as claimed in claim 4, Wherein said 
stepper motor means (22a, 22b, 22c, 22a) are operated by 
feeding actuating pulses to them, the delay betWeen each 
actuating pulse being set in response to the output from said 
pressure measurement means. 

6. The pump system as claimed in claim 5, Wherein said 
delays are de?ned in a table, said table being updated in 
response to the output from said pressure measurement 
means. 

7. The pump system of any preceding claims, further 
comprising valve means (10) for proportioning solutions to 
be miXed according to a predetermined ratio, said valve 
means being sWitchable to alternate betWeen each source of 
solutions. 

8. The pump system as claimed in claim 7, said valve 
means being controlled by a control unit having integrating 
means for integrating the flow during suction from a ?rst 
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source of solution to be mixed, and means for sWitching to 
another source of solution When the integration corresponds 
to the predetermined proportion of the solution being 
sucked. 

9. The pump system as claimed in claim 7, Wherein the 
integration means integrates the flow over a reference vol 
ume (RV), said reference volume corresponding to a non 
integer multiple of the suction volume (SV). 

10. The pump system as claimed in claim 6, Wherein the 
reference volume is set to a larger value With increasing flow 
through the system. 

11. A method of ascertaining a controlled flow out from 
pump system comprising a piston pump having at least tWo 
cylinders each having one independently movable piston 
arranged therein, and a control unit for controlling the speed 
of movement of said pistons, comprising 

i) running the pistons such that the delivery phases of each 
said cylinder overlap; 

ii) measuring the pressure on the delivery side of said 
Pump; 

iii) feeding a signal representative of said pressure to a 
control unit, said control unit increasing or decreasing 
the speed of movement of said pistons in response to 
said pressure, to compensate for ?uctuations in pres 
sure. 

12. The method as claimed in claim 11, Wherein said 
pistons are actuated by an eccentric Wheel each, each being 
driven by a stepper motor means, and Wherein said stepper 
motor means are operated by feeding actuating pulses to 
them, the delay betWeen each actuating pulse being set in 
response to the output from said pressure measurement 
means, and Wherein said delays are de?ned in a table, said 
table being updated in response to the output from said 
pressure measurement means. 

* * * * * 


