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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, JOSIAH W. Hosnoun, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at York, 
in the county of York and State of Pennsyl 
Vania, have invented certain new and useful 
Improvements in Folding Tables, of which the 
following is a speci?cation. 
My invention relates to certain new and 

useful improvements in folding tables; and 
it has for its object to provide a table of sim 
ple and cheap construction and one capable 
of being readily folded up, so as to be conven~ 
iently stored for packing or transportation. 
Brie?y stated, thein vention comprises a ta 

ble~top with a pair of legs hinged or pivoted 
to the under side thereof and a second pair 
of legs pivoted intermediate their ends to the 
said ?rst-mentioned pair of legs in such man 
ner as to be nested therein when folded and 
when spread apart to support the tabletop, 
the construction and arran gement being such 
that when the legs are folded together or 
nested the top can be swung down, so as to 
lie flat against the said legs, in which position 
the entire table will take up but a very small 
space and can be stored away for packing or 
transportation without occupying much room. 
I am aware that tables constructed on this 
general principle are not broadly new, and I 
do not lay claim to such generically, but more 
particularly to certain new and useful im~ 
provements in the general construction and 
arrangement of’ the various parts of the table 
and in an improved resilient orspring attach 
ment whereby when the table-top is moved 
up into position for use the legs will be auto 
matically swung out into operative ‘position 
for supporting the top, said resilient or spring 
attachment also serving to hold or retain the 
legs and top in their folded positions. 
With these objects in View the invention 

comprises the features of construction and ar 
ran gement of parts hereinafter described, and 
then more de?nitely pointed out in the claims 
which conclude this speci?cation. 

In order to enable others to understand, 
make; and use my said invention, I will pro 
ceed to describe the same in detail, reference 
being had for this purpose to the accompany~ 
ing drawings, in which 
Figure 1 is a perspective view showing a ta 

ble constructed in accordance with the provi~ 

sions of this speci?cation. Fig. 2 is a longi 
tudinal section of the upper part of the table. 
Fig. 3 is a sectional view of my improved ta 
ble in its folded position. ~ Fig. .4 is a modi 
?ed arrangement of means for automatically 
spreading the legs. ' 
Referring now to the drawings, the. refer 

ence-numeral 1 designates the table-top, to 
the under opposite sides of which, near one 
edge, is secured a pair of bearing lugs or 
blocks 2, separated from each other, as shown, 
and to each of said lugs or blocks a leg 3 is 
pivoted, so as to have a free swinging move 
ment. The said legs 3 are rigidly connected 
together intermediate their ends by means of 
a round or cross bar at, and to said cross-bar 
a second pair of‘legs 5 are pivoted intermedi 
ate their ends, said legs having a pivotal con 
nection at their upper ends with a cross-bar 
6, the construction and arrangement of both 
pair of legs being such that they can be folded 
or nested, so as to lie in practically the same 
plane, as‘will be seen by referring to the draw 
lngs. _ 

A longitudinal guide rod or wire 7 is se 
cured at its opposite ends 8 to the under side 
of thetable-top, said rod or wire having a 
depression 7“ formed therein near one end, 
and adjacent to said depression the rod or 
wire is bent downward in the form of a loop 
9 to serve the double purpose of a catch for 
the crossbar 4 and a stop for the cross-bar 
6, as will be explained hereinafter. The said 
cross é bar 6 is provided with a transverse 
opening 10, through which the rod or wire 7 
passes and by which the legs 5 are supported 
and guided at their upper ends. 

In order to automatically spread the legs 
for supporting .the top when the latter is 
brought to a horizontal position, I have pro 
vided the following simple means: To the 
under side of the table-top, near the edge op 
posite to the bearing lugs or blocks 2 and at 
about the center thereof, I attach one end of 
a resilient strip 12, which may be either a 
coiled spring or an elastic band, and the op 
posite end of said strip or spring is secured 
to the cross-bar 6, the attachment being made 
in such manner that the spring or band will 
be under strain or tension whenever the two 
pairs of legs are nested or brought in the 
same plane, which is the case whenever the 
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table is in its folded position. It will thus 
, be seen that as soon as the table-top is raised 
to a horizontal position the legs 5 will be free 
to yield under the tension and strain exerted 
by the resilient connection 12 and said legs 
will be automatically drawn outward, at the 
same time spreading the legs 3, so that both 
pair of legs will be brought into proper po 
sition for supporting the table - top. The 
downward bend or loop 9 in the Wire '7 acts 
as a stop to limit the outward movement of 
the cross-bar 6, and consequently regulates 

. the spreading of the legs, while the depres 
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sion 7“ in the wire or rod serves to hold the 
legs in their spread-out position. 
WVhen the table is in-its folded position, the 

intermediate cross-bar 4 snaps over the bend 
or loop 9 in the wire 7 and serves to hold the 
legs and table-top temporarily locked, and 
since the resilient band or strip is under ten 
sion or strain this serves to draw the cross 

‘ bar close into the curve 9“ of the loop 9, 
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whereby the parts are more ?rmly held in 
their locked positions. - 

If desired, I may form a notch 14 in the 
round or cross bar 4, into which the loop 9 
can take, and this will serve, to more ?rmly 
hold the legs against lateral movement. 

'In the modi?cation illustrated in Fig. 4 I 
contemplate doing away with the resilient 
band 12, and in place thereof I employ two 
coiled springs 13, which are wound upon the 
cross-rod 4 at opposite sides and the free ends 
of which are bent laterally, so as to bear 
upon opposite edges of the legs 3 and 5, in 
which position they exert a tension to con— 
stantly spread the legs. 

If desired, I may use the springs 13 and also 
the resilient band 12, which will act conjointly, 
and thus serve to insure the immediate and 
proper spread of the legs whenever the table 
top is brought to a horizontal position, it be 
ing understood that whenever the table is 
folded both sets of springs and resilient con 
nection are put under tension. 
From the foregoing it will be seen that I 

provide a simple and compact folding table 
and one that can be produced at a very small 
cost. 
What I claim, and desire to secure by Let 

ters Patent, is— 
1. In a folding table, the combination with 

the table-top, of a pair of legs hinged to the 
under side of said top and connected inter 
mediate their ends by a central cross-rod, 
another pair of legs pivotal] y attached to the 
said central cross-rod and connected together 
at their upper ends by a connecting-rod pro 
vided with a transverse opening, a longitudi 

nal guide rod or wire secured at its opposite 
ends to the under side of the table-top, said 
guide rod or wire passing freely through the 
opening in the said connecting-rod, and a 
downwardly-bent loop formed in the guide 
rod or wire at a point to limit‘ the outward 
movement of the said connecting-rod and to 
serve as a retaining-catch for the central cross 
rod, substantially as described. ' 

2. In a folding table, the combination with 
the table-top having a pair of legs hinged to 
the underside thereof and connected inter 
mediate their ends by a central cross-rod, of 
a second pair of legs pivotally attached to the 
said central cross-rod and connected together 
at their upper ends by a connecting-rod pro 
vided with an opening, a longitudinal guide-' 
rod secured at its opposite ends to the under 
side of the table-top, said guide-rod passing 
freely through the opening in the connecting. 
rod, a downwardly-bent loop formed near one 
end- of the guide-rod and a depression in the 
said guide-rod adjacent to the loop to receive 
the aforesaid connectingerod when the legs 
are spread apart, said loop being arranged at 
a point to cooperate with the central cross 
rod when the legs are folded to hold the lat 
ter in such folded position, substantially as 
described. ' . ' 

3. In a folding table, the combination with 
the table-top, of a pair of legs having a hinged 
or pivotal connection with the under side of 
the table-top, another pair of legs pivotally 
attached to the ?rst-named pair of legs and 
connected by a cross-bar at their upper ends, 
and a resilient connection between said cross 
bar and the table-top forautomatically spread 
ing the legs of the table, substantially as de 
scribed. 

4. In a folding table, the combination, with 
the table-top, of a pair of legs having a pivotal 
connection with the under side of the table 
top, another pair of legs connected by a cross 
rod at their upper ends and pivotally con 
nected to the said ?rst-named pair of legs so 
as to be folded or nested between the latter, 
said cross-rod being provided with an open 
ing, a resilient strip having its opposite ends 
attached to the said cross-rod and table-top 
respectively, and a guide-rod secured to the 
under side of the table-top, said guide-rod 
passing through the opening in the said cross 
rod, substantially as described. 

In testimony whereof I af?x my signature 
in presence of two witnesses. 

JOSIAH W. HOSHOUR. 
lVitnesses: 

CHAS. M. WILLIAMS, 
DAVID G. WILLIAMS. 
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