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SUBSTRATELESS CHIP SCALE PACKAGE 
AND METHOD OF MAKING SAME 

BACKGROUND OF INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates to a chip scale package 
(CSP) and, more particularly, to a substrate less chip scale 
package and a method of making the same. 

2. Description of the Prior Art 
Generally, a semiconductor package can be classi?ed as 

one of several types, including a resin sealing package, a 
tape carrier package (TCP), a glass-sealing package, a metal 
sealing package, etc. Also, each type of package can be 
classi?ed according to Whether it uses insertion technology 
or surface mount technology (SMT) as its rnounting rnethod. 

Typical types of packages using insertion technology 
include a dual in-line package (DIP), a pin grid array (PGA), 
etc. Typical surface mount packages include a quad ?at 
package (QFP), a plastic leaded chip carrier (PLCC), a 
ceramic leadless chip carrier (CLCC), a ball grid array 
(BGA), a CSP etc. 

Currently, because of miniaturization of electronic 
devices, serniconductor packages using surface mount tech 
nology are more Widely used than insertion technology, 
because they can be more reliably mounted on printed 
circuit boards (PCB). 
A conventional quad ?at package (QFP) using surface 

mount technology Will be described With reference to FIG. 
1, Which includes a schematic cross-sectional vieW of the 
structure of a typical QFP serniconductor package. This 
structure comprises a semiconductor chip 11 in Which elec 
tronic circuits are integrated. The chip 11 is attached to a 
mounting board 15 by an epoxy 16. Bonding Wires 13 
electrically connect the semiconductor chip 11 to leads or 
output terminals 12. A resin rnolding package 14 encapsu 
lates the semiconductor chip 11 and the other elements to 
protect them from the external environment including pos 
sible combustion and corrosion. 

In the conventional QFP having this structure, signals to 
and from the semiconductor chip 11 are transmitted to and 
from the leads 12 through the bonding Wires 13. The signals 
are coupled to elements mounted, for example, on a printed 
circuit board or mother board via the leads 12, Which are 
connected to the circuit board. 

In the QFP, the number of pins in the package gradually 
increases With increased integration of the semiconductor 
chip 11. HoWever, there are physical limitations on the 
amount the distance betWeen pins can be reduced. As a 
result, the package must be made large enough to accorno 
date the required number of pins. Given the recent trend 
toWard rniniaturiZation and high density of semiconductor 
devices, the resulting higher pin count calls for larger and 
larger package siZes, thus tending to defeat the purpose of 
achieving srnaller devices. 

Ball grid array (BGA) packages and chip scale packages 
(CSP) have been suggested to solve the problem. The BGA 
and CSP packages use a solder ball placed on one side of the 
semiconductor package as an input and output means and 
forms a package the same siZe as the semiconductor chip, 
Which makes the package light, thin, simple and small. The 
CSP package has applicability in many areas. 

FIG. 2 illustrates the structure of a BGA-type CSP corn 
prising circuit patterns 25a formed on both sides thereof. 
The circuit substrate 25 is shoWn coated With solder rnasks 
25b for protecting the circuit patterns 25a. A serniconductor 
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2 
chip 21 is attached on the center of the circuit substrate 25. 
Wires 23 electrically connect the semiconductor chip 21 to 
the circuit patterns 25a of the circuit substrate 25 and 
transfer signals therebetWeen. Solder balls 22 serve as the 
output terminals fused on the circuit patterns 25a of the 
circuit substrate 25 to the signals in and out of the circuit. A 
resin package encapsulating the semiconductor chip 21 and 
its peripherals protects them from the external environment. 

In the CSP structure, signals from the semiconductor chip 
21 are transmitted to the substrate 25 via the Wires 23. The 
signals pass through the circuit patterns 25a in the back side 
and are transmitted to the peripheral elernents through the 
solder balls 22 Which are the output terminals. Signals from 
the peripheral elements are transmitted to the semiconductor 
chip 11 in reverse fashion. 

As described above, the conventional CSP ?xes the 
semiconductor chip 21 by using the substrate 25 as a PCB 
or a ceramic substrate. The front side of the substrate 25 and 
the semiconductor chip are connected by the Wires 23, and 
the back side of the substrate 25 and the output terminals of 
the package are connected by the circuit patterns 25a. This 
type of structure has certain draWbacks including long 
interconnection delays in the time of transmitting signals. 
Also, it is dif?cult to accurately achieve certain device 
performance characteristics since the circuit patterns 25a are 
formed on the front and back side of the substrate 25 and are 
connected to each other. 

Also, it is dif?cult to produce a highly reliable CSP 
because of the adhesive force betWeen a conventional PCB 
used as a substrate and the resin package, the difference of 
coef?cient of thermal expansion between them, the ?aking 
of the resin package over temperature ranges and cracking 
occurring due to introduction of moisture into the substrate. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

It is one object of the present invention to provide a chip 
scale package (CSP) in Which a semiconductor chip is 
connected directly to output terminals of the package With 
out a substrate to reduce the length of interconnection, to 
rniniaturiZe the package and to remove the defects generated 
by a substrate. 

It is another object of the present invention to provide a 
method of making a CSP having no substrate. 

In one aspect, the present invention is directed to a 
substrateless chip scale package. Electronic circuits of the 
device are integrated on a semiconductor chip in the pack 
age. The chip includes one or more bonding pads on its 
upper side. A plurality of output terminals are disposed 
around an edge of a loWer side of the semiconductor chip in 
a plane Which is beloW the loWer side of the semiconductor 
chip. A plurality of bonding Wires electrically connect a 
plurality of the bonding pads With corresponding output 
terminals of the device. A rnolded rnaterial encapsulates the 
bonding Wires and associated elements and does not encap 
sulate a central portion of the loWer side of the sernicon 
ductor chip and the loWer side of a plurality of the output 
terminals. 

In another aspect, the present invention is directed to a 
method for providing a chip scale package having no 
substrate. In accordance With this aspect, several output 
terminals are arranged on a tape ?lrn. A serniconductor chip 
having circuits integrated therein is attached and ?xed on the 
center of the tape ?lrn, on Which output terminals are 
arranged using a bonding rneans attached on the same level 
With the output terminals. Bonding pads formed on the upper 
side of the semiconductor chip are electrically connected to 
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the output terminals by bonding Wires. A molded material is 
formed to at least partially encapsulate the bonding Wires. 
The output means is exposed by removing the tape ?lm and 
the bonding means. 

In one embodiment, the output terminals are made of a 

conductive metal Which can be copper (Cu), gold (Au), 
titanium (Ti), palladium (Pd), silver (Ag) or an alloy thereof. 
The tape ?lm can be made of a sheet-type metal foil or 
polyimide. The bonding means can be made of a silver paste, 
a bonding agent of sheet-type silicon or an elastomer. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The foregoing and other objects, features, and advantages 
of the invention Will be apparent from the folloWing more 
particular description of preferred embodiments of the 
invention, as illustrated in the accompanying draWings in 
Which like reference characters refer to the same parts 
throughout the different vieWs. The draWings are not nec 
essarily to scale, emphasis instead being placed upon illus 
trating the principles of the invention. 

FIG. 1 is a schematic cross-sectional vieW illustrating the 
structure of a conventional semiconductor package. 

FIG. 2 is a schematic cross-sectional vieW illustrating the 
structure of a chip scale package according to the prior art. 

FIG. 3 is a schematic cross-sectional vieW illustrating the 
structure of a chip scale package according to one embodi 
ment of the present invention. 

FIGS. 4a to 4f contain schematic sectional vieWs illus 
trating formation of a chip scale package according to one 
embodiment of the present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

FIG. 3 illustrates the structure of a chip scale package 
having no substrate according to one embodiment of the 
present invention. Referring to FIG. 3, a semiconductor chip 
31 is connected directly to output terminals 32 by bonding 
Wires 33, Without being connected to or through a substrate. 
The semiconductor chip 31 includes electronic integrated 
circuits, and several bonding pads 36 are formed on both 
sides of the semiconductor chip 31. One end of each bonding 
Wire 33 is connected to a bonding pad 36 of the semicon 
ductor chip 31, and the other end is connected to an output 
terminal 32. 

One end of each output terminal 32 is in contact With the 
semiconductor chip 31 through a bonding Wire 33, and the 
other end is exposed externally to provide for external 
connections to the device to transmit signals to and from the 
semiconductor chip. The output terminals 32 are made of a 
conductive metal such as, for example, Cu, Au, Ti, Pd, Ag 
or an alloy thereof. Also, in order to improve the 
conductivity, these conductive metals can be coated With 
nickel or gold. 

Asolid molded material 34 encapsulates the semiconduc 
tor chip 31, the bonding pads 36 and the bonding Wires 33 
to protect them from environmental factors. The molded 
material 34 can be, for example, an epoxy molding 
compound, for example, an ultraviolet-setting epoxy resin, a 
thermosetting epoxy resin, a thermoplastic epoxy resin or a 
silicon resin. 
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4 
Hence, according to one embodiment of the present 

invention, the chip scale package (CSP) of the invention 
includes a semiconductor chip 31 composed of integrated 
circuits (IC) and connected directly to the output terminals 
by bonding Wires. It does not include a circuit pattern such 
as those found in conventional devices. As a result, the 
length of interconnection betWeen circuits on the chip and 
external devices is shorter. Accordingly, the device exhibits 
greatly improved operational characteristics due to the 
reduction in transmission or propagation time of the signals. 
Also, the package is more reliable than conventional devices 
because it does not require an expensive circuit substrate. 

FIGS. 4a—4f contain a series of schematic cross-sectional 
draWings Which illustrate formation of a chip scale package 
according to one embodiment of the present invention. 
Referring to FIG. 4a, several output terminals 32 of an oval 
or square shape are primarily arranged on a tape ?lm 40. A 
bonding means 50 in Which the semiconductor chip Will be 
placed is attached on the center of the tape ?lm at the same 
level With and at a predetermined spacing With the output 
terminals 32. In one embodiment, the tape ?lm 40 is a 
polyimide tape or a sheet-type metal foil, and the bonding 
means 50 is a silver (Ag) paste, a bonding agent of a 
sheet-type silicon or an elastomer. 

As shoWn in FIG. 4b, the semiconductor chip or “die” 31, 
including integrated circuits, is attached by the bonding 
agent 50 to the center of the tape ?lm 40 on Which the output 
terminals 32 are arranged. 

Referring to FIG. 4c, after the semiconductor chip 31 is 
attached as shoWn in FIG. 4b, several bonding pads 36 
formed on the semiconductor chip 31 are connected to the 

output terminals 32 by bonding Wires 33. 
Referring to FIG. 4d, after the Wire-bonding process, a 

molded material outer package 34 is formed using, for 
example, an epoxy molding compound (EMC) to protect the 
semiconductor chip 31 and the bonding Wires 33 from 
exposure to the outside environment. A method of dispens 
ing a liquid epoxy can be used instead of the molding 
method using the epoxy molding compound 34. 
As shoWn in FIG. 46, the output terminals 32 are exposed 

by removing the tape ?lm 40 and the bonding agent 50 at the 
same time. 

Ultraviolet radiation, heat treatment or chemical etching 
can be performed to facilitate removal of the bonding means 
50 by Weakening the adhesive force betWeen the tape ?lm 40 
and the bonding means 50. Accordingly, the chip scale 
package having no substrate is completed as shoWn in FIG. 

41” 
Thus, as described above, the present invention provides 

a chip scale package With no need for a substrate by 
arranging the output terminals 32 on the tape ?lm 40, ?xing 
the semiconductor chip 31 to the tape ?lm 40 using the 
bonding agent 50, connecting the bonding pads 36 of the 
chip 31 to the output terminals 32 With the bonding Wires 33, 
molding the package With the epoxy resin, and removing the 
tape ?lm. 

While this invention has been particularly shoWn and 
described With references to preferred embodiments thereof, 
it Will be understood by those skilled in the art that various 
changes in form and details may be made therein Without 
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departing from the spirit and scope of the invention as 
de?ned by the appended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A substrateless chip scale package (CSP), comprising: 
a semiconductor chip having one or more bonding pads 
on an upper side thereof, 

a plurality of output terminals disposed around an edge of 
a loWer side of said semiconductor chip and on a plane 
Which is beloW the loWer side of said semiconductor 
chip; 

a plurality of bonding Wires for connecting a plurality of 
said bonding pads With said output terminals; and 

a package encapsulating a plurality of said bonding Wires 
and partially encapsulating a bottom surface of said 
semiconductor chip While not encapsulating a central 

15 

6 
portion of the bottom surface of said semiconductor 
chip nor a loWer side of a plurality of said output 
terminals. 

2. The chip scale package as claimed in claim 1, Wherein 
said output terminals are made of a conductive metal 

selected from the group of Cu, Au, Ti, Pd, Ag and an alloy 
thereof. 

3. The chip scale package as claimed in claim 1, Wherein 
said molding means comprises an ultraviolet-setting epoXy 
resin. 

4. The chip scale package as claimed in claim 1, Wherein 
said molding means comprises a silicon resin. 


