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(57) ABSTRACT 

The transcription softWare records actual transactions as 
transfers of money betWeen tWo of ?ve accounting catego 
ries of income (I), expenses (E), assets (A), liabilities (L) 
and capital Example: 1823.15, A<I. 

The directional graphic character “<” visually indicates the 
direction of transfer betWeen a user-input source and a 

destination category and alWays points at the destination 
category, thus assisting the user in posting the actual trans 
actions. 

Since the destination is identical With the debit category, and 
the source With the credit category, the computer automati 
cally posts the amount, in a fully computerized ledger 
creating program, on proper debit and credit accounts. 

In a modi?cation, a plurality of account titles are assigned to 
each of the four basic categories (I, E, A, L), and each title 
includes a numeric identi?er and a descriptive name. The 

?rst digit in the identi?er denotes a category and the remain 
ing digits denote an account number. For example, the 
directional record “1823.15,300 A<I 100” represents the 
transfer of 1823.15 from account “100 Various Income” to 
account “300 Various Assets”. The directional records are 

stored in a journal ?le, While the account titles are stored in 
an account list ?le. A single account title “500C Capital” is 
assigned by the program to the category of capital. 

The program also includes checking steps that inhibit the 
entry of invalid data. 

4 Claims, 4 Drawing Sheets 
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METHOD AND DEVICE FOR POSTING 
FINANCIAL TRANSACTIONS IN 

COMPUTERIZED ACCOUNTING SYSTEMS 

This is a continuation of application Ser. No. 08/359,003 
?led Dec. 16, 1994, noW abandoned, Which in turn is a 
continuation of application Ser. No. 08/051,487 ?led Apr. 
22, 1993, noW abandoned. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to a computerized system of 
double-entry ?nancial accounting and, in particular, to a 
method of entering data from ?nancial transactions into a 
computer program that posts the entered information accord 
ing to the knoWn accounting theory of debit and credit. In 
accounting the term “posting” means transferring the debits 
and credits from the journal to the general ledger. 

In prior art computeriZed ?nancial accounting methods, 
the accuracy of posting of ?nancial data into an accounting 
program depended on the degree of the operator’s account 
ing knoWledge. For example, When posting a ?nancial 
transaction into knoWn accounting programs, the operator 
had to memoriZe that debiting an account increases assets or 

eXpenses and decreases liabilities, Whereas crediting an 
account decreases assets or eXpenses and increases liabilities 

or income. Evidently, When dealing With a larger number of 
different accounts, the entries are error-prone and, especially 
for a non-accountant, the errors are dif?cult to detect. 

It is, therefore, an object of the present invention to 
provide a new posting method Which, in combination With 
a computer program, avoids the disadvantages of prior art 
accounting systems. 

In particular, an object of the invention is to provide a 
method of recording ?nancial transactions both in a book of 
original entry and in the computer in a Way that guides the 
operator to make an obviously correct posting decision 
Without the need of memoriZing the debit and credit theory. 

Another object of the invention is to improve the detect 
ability and correctability of accounting errors. 

A further object of the invention is to substantially eXpe 
dite the actual entry of accounting data into the computer. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The invention is based on the fact that any ?nancial 
transaction can be de?ned by a single posting record that 
includes, apart from its reference number, date, currency and 
monetary amount, a categoric directional code consisting of 
a destination category and a source category. Preferably, the 
destination and source categories are separated by a direc 
tion indicating graphic character, such as an arroW “<” 
pointing from the source side (Where the amount cones 
from) to the destination aide (Where the amount goes to) in 
the transaction. The tWo categories are selected from the 
four basic accounting categories (ctg) of income (I), 
eXpenses (E), assets (A) and liabilities (L), Whereby the 
source category alWays indicates the credit side (the right 
side), and the destination category the debit side (the left 
side) of the assigned T-account in the general ledger. In this 
Way, the categoric directional code in the form “destination 
ctg symbol<source ctg symbol” is prepared to visually 
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2 
indicate not only the direction of transfer of money in a 
transaction, but also the posting of the amount in a corre 
sponding T-account. 

According to one feature of the method of the invention, 
a descriptive directional code in the form “destination ctg 
symbol and account name<source account name and ctg 

symbol,” is ?rst hand-Written into a book or journal of 
original entry, and veri?ed by means of a veri?cation table. 
A numeric directional code is then derived from the descrip 
tive code. The numeric directional code has the form “des 
tination account number<source account number,” Whereby 
the ?rst digit of each of the tWo account numbers is 
correlated to the corresponding category and the remaining 
digits are correlated to the corresponding account name in 
the descriptive code. 
The complete posting record, Which is hand-Written in the 

book of original entry, has the form “reference no. and date, 
amount and currency symbol, and the numeric directional 
code.” In this form, it is ready for being copied into the 
computer. In practice, it is of advantage When the record of 
a ?nancial transaction in the book, apart from the aforemen 
tioned descriptive code, also contains an optional descrip 
tion of attributes of the transaction. The descriptive code 
and/or notes remain in the book only and are not transcribed 
into the computer. 

According to another feature of the invention, a transcrip 
tion program guides the user to enter into the computer only 
those directional posting records that have the prescribed 
format. The transcription program automatically creates a 
database or journal ?le that stores the directional posting 
records pertaining to a given time period. It is advantageous 
for the proper traceability of the posting records that any 
additions, deletions and other changes in the database ?le be 
?rst eXecuted in the book of original entry and only then 
entered into the computer by the aforementioned transcrip 
tion program. 

According to still another feature of the invention, the 
transcription program automatically creates in the computer 
an elementary account list ?le containing the titles (ie the 
account numbers and names) of four basic accounts num 
bered 100, 200, 300 and 400 Whose ?rst digit is correlated 
to one of the four accounting categories. 

Once a categoric or a descriptive directional code of a 

transaction has been determined and noted in the book of 
original entry, the operator routinely selects, by means of a 
beloW described account directory, the numbers of destina 
tion and source accounts to be employed in the numeric 
directional code. An account directory containing the 
account names and numbers, is updated by the operator after 
a neW descriptive account name has been recorded in the 

book. By means of an account list update program, the 
operator then enters the account names and numbers (or 
supplements the names of all neW accounts) under corre 
sponding categories into an account list ?le in the computer. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

In the folloWing description, an eXample of speci?c 
embodiment of the invention Will be described in connection 
With the accompanying draWings, Wherein 

FIG. 1 shoWs schematically a book (or journal) of original 
entry for keeping chronological records of ?nancial trans 
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actions in a prescribed coded format, and a commuter 
programmed for executing the method of the invention; and 

FIGS. 2—4 shoWs the setup of the book of original entry 
and of the computer for initiating a ?nancial accounting 
system, using the posting method of the invention. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

Referring to FIG. 1, accounting papers documenting 
individual ?nancial transactions to be processed are stacked 
in block A. Preferably, these documents are presorted and 
arranged alphabetically according to their titles from Which 
With advantage, the account names in the account directory 
are derived. 

In manipulative steps indicated by arroWs 1—5, 2b‘, 2d‘, 4‘ 
and 5‘, the operator evaluates (step 1) each document, 
compares its title (step 2a) With the account directory D and, 
if a neW account title is involved, in step 5 manually Writes 
the neW account title into the respective numeric and alpha 
betic parts of the directory, as it Will be described later. 

Then, in step 2, the date and the descriptive code of the 
transaction are manually transcribed from the document A 
into the ?elds 2a and 2b of the Journal or book of original 
entry B. 

According to one feature of the invention, the records in 
?elds 2a, 2c and 2d of book B have a prescribed format 
resulting in a single posting record Whose mandatory parts, 
enclosed in dashed boxes, are transcribed manipulative steps 
4‘ and 5‘) into computer E. In column 2a, the operator ?lls 
in reference numbers; (ordinal numbers of the records 
separated by a colon from the date of the transaction. In 
the shoWn format of the date, the ?rst pair of digits denotes 
the year, the second pair the month and the third pair of 
digits denotes the day. HoWever, in this example the day is 
not a part of the reference number in the electronic database 
?le G. 

In the auxiliary second column 2b, the operator Writes a 
descriptive directional code Which contains, on the left side 
of the directional sign “<”, the name of the destination 
account. On the right side of the sign “<”, the name of the 
source account is noted. The descriptive code serves as a 

visual representation of the direction of How of money 
betWeen tWo accounts participating in a ?nancial transac 

tion. Then the operator determines to Which of the four basic 
accounting categories the source and destination account 
titles belong. For the sake of a check-up in a veri?cation 

table, subscripted initial letters (Id, Ed, Ad, Ld and Is, Es,As, 
Ls) of selected categories are marked at the appropriate sides 
of the directional sign. 

In step 2b‘, the operator can verify, by means of a code 
veri?cation table C, the legality of the resulting combination 
of destination and source categories. 

It Will be noted that in accounting, the categories 
“income” and “expenses” must affect the categories “assets” 
and “liabilities.” Therefore, ?nancial transactions Whose 
descriptive code does not contain at least one category “A” 
or “L” (such as “Income<Income” or “Income<Expenses” 
or “Expenses<Income” or “Expenses<Expenses”) are not 

permitted and are designated as illegal (“i”) by the code 
transcription program. Moreover, ?nancial transactions of 
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4 
the type “Income<Assets” or “Income<Liabilities” or 
“Assets<Expenses” or “Liabilities<Expenses” are not real 
?nancial transactions because the category “income” cannot 
be at the destination side, and the category “expenses” 
cannot occur at the source side. HoWever, the latter combi 
nations of the directional code can be tolerated in the special 
case of a correction of an accounting error When an incor 

rectly entered previous transaction is to be neutraliZed by an 
identical entry in reverted order. The transcription program 
marks the reverted code by “s”, While in the veri?cation 
table C, the reverted code is represented by “?”. In the 
system of the invention, a better Way of making a correction 
is to cross-out (Without erasing) the incorrect record in the 
book of original entry B and erase the corresponding posting 
record in the database G by means of a correction mode of 
operation of the transcription program F. The remaining 
combinations of the directional code in table C are accept 
able. 

The categoric posting decision in the ?eld or column 2b 
is critical for accounting accuracy, but requires only rudi 
mentary accounting knoWledge on the part of the operator, 
namely the meaning of the four basic accounting categories 
of income, expenses, assets and liabilities. Similarly, the 
decision concerning the direction of How of money in a 
?nancial transaction poses no problem, since it is obvious 
even to non-accountants. For example, in the transaction 

recorded under reference number 01;9304, the money for the 
travel expense (destination ctg is Ed) comes from a dobt 
(credit card) and hence the source ctg is Ls. Table C con?rm, 
that combination “Ed<As” is acceptable and so are 

the combinations “Ad<Is” and “Ad<As”, determined in the 
second and third recorded transactions. 

In the mandatory third ?eld or column 2c, the operator 
routinely enters the amount folloWed by the symbol of 
currency (D=USD, M=DM and the like), While in the 
mandatory fourth column 2d, he enters the numeric direc 
tional code Which has the form “destination account 
number<source account number.” The ?rst digit in the 
account numbers is correlated to an accounting category and 
the remaining digits are reserved for different accounts 
Within that category. As described before, the account num 
bers can be routinely located in the account directory D. 

In manipulation step 3, the operator marks the reference 
number and date on the recorded document and starts 
processing the next document A. After data from all docu 
ments pertaining to a given accounting period has been 
recorded in book B in the manner described above, the 
operator in steps 4 and 4‘ copies by means of transcription 
program F the posting records (indicated by dashed boxes in 
book B) into a database ?le G in computer E. 

At this point, all accounting Work on the part of the 
operator has been completed and the remaining, most labo 
rious part of accounting, is accomplished automatically by 
means of accounting programs J and K in computer E. 

As indicated by dashed arroW 6, code transcription pro 
gram F opens account list ?le I; if no account list ?le I is 
present in the computer memory, it automatically creates an 
elementary account list ?le I, Which contains only four 
mandatory account titles each including a starting account 
number along With a cumulative account name assigned to 

a category. 
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Actual accounting programs F, H, J and K are listed in 
appendixes I, II, III and IV. In the following disclosure, 
references to program steps include a Roman numeral 
referring to the appendix and Arabic numerals pointing to 
the program line. 

All programs are Written in Basic for the “Tandy 102” 
portable computer operating in connection With “Tandy” 
portable disk drive. The Basic language key Words, alpha 
numeric characters, graphic characters and a code interpreter 
program are built in the ROM (Read Only memory) of 
“Tandy 102”. 

By the effect of program lines U3, U9, 1/10, 1/48, 1/49, 
1/59, 1/62, 163, 1/64 and 1/50, the account titles read as 
folloWs: “1001, Various Income”, “200E, Various 
Expenditures”, “300A, Various Assets” and “400L, Various 
Liabilities”. Even if such an elementary or categoric 
accounting system having only four cumulative accounts 
produces correct ?nal results in the closing balance and 
income statement, in practice it is desirable to divide each 
accounting category into a number of different account 
classes (according to budget class names, for example) and 
into a substantially larger number of subclasses (according 
to account names, for instance). The various account names 
or budget class names are selected at the discretion of the 

user. Preferably, the neW account names should resemble 

those on the transaction documents A, as recorded in the 
descriptive code in the auxiliary column 2b. 

The account list update program H enables the operator to 
update and maintain the numeric account list ?le I in the 
computer. If desired, the program H (appendix II) also sorts 
alphabetically the numeric account list according to budget 
class or account names, and stores sorted ?les in the RAX 

of the computer. The operator can then reprint these ?les for 
use in the account directory book D. The book D has an 

alphabetic part and a numeric part. The alphabetic part 
corresponds to the sorted account title list ?le “ALTyy.DO”, 
stored in the RAM. It is intentionally arranged similarly to 
a telephone directory in order to aid the operator in selecting 
an account number. 

The numeric part of the directory D corresponds to the 
numeric account list ?le “ALNyy.DO”. The maximum num 
ber of accounts in each category depends on the memory 
capacity and speed of the computer. In the program 
examples, the maximum account number has been set to 55 
accounts per category. Consequently, the program can 
handle the total number of 220 accounts. 

Referring to appendix 1, the transcription program F 
named “TRANSlBA” facilitates the transfer of the posting 
records from the book of original entry B into database ?le 
G of the computer. 

The program asks (in steps 1/11—15) for the entry of the 
desired accounting period, e,g. 9304. The ?rst tWo digits 
denote the year, While the last tWo digits denote the month. 
The program opens (in program steps I/18—22 and 1/48—56) 
a database ?le “DB9304.DO”, a numeric account list ?le 

“ALN93.DO”, displays on the screen the last posting record 
retrieved from the database (step I/26), automatically dis 
plays on the screen the reference number and date of the next 

record to be entered (steps 1/24 and U29), and Waits for the 
transcription of the amount and currency data (steps I/31—34 
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6 
and I/86—87) from column 2c of book B. If the ?le 
“ALN93.DO” is absent, the program automatically creates 
the aforementioned neW elementary account list ?le. 1f the 
?le “DB9304.DO” is absent, the program is interrupted. 
Upon entry of the amount and currency from column 2c, the 
program automatically types on the screen the requisite 
delimiter (“,”) and Waits for the entry of a user-de?ned 
destination account number (step I/89). After a correct entry 
of the latter, program step I/92 types on the screen the 
directional graphic character or sign “<” Whose tip deter 
mines the left debit side for posting the amount in the 
designated destination T-account. Similarly, program step 
1/97 Waits for the entry of a user-de?ned source account 
number and types it opposite the base of the directional 
arroW sign “<”, thus indicating the right credit side for 
posting the same amount in the designated source T-account. 

1n the case of an incorrect entry the program erases the 
defective part and admits only those entries that have the 
prescribed format. For example, the instructions including 
the “IF-THEN” commands on lines U33, U89 and 1/ 97 insure 
that the user-input amount is alWays greater than Zero and 
the user-input destination and source account numbers are 
Within the code range (100—500) of the ?ve accounting 
categories. In this manner, and together With the directional 
sign generated on line 92, the program forces the user to post 
in accordance With the directional posting method of this 
invention. The complete posting record is then shoWn on the 
?rst line of the screen. On the second line, a corresponding 
descriptive code containing the account titles is displayed 
(step I/26). 1n the event of an entry of a neW account number 
Whose name is absent from account list ?le I, the program 
automatically enters the reference number and date into the 
code on the second line (steps U68 and U71), folloWed by 
“?” to indicate that upon entry into the account list ?le, the 
account title is to be completed. 
The program “TRAN BS] .BA” also veri?es the legitimacy 

of the entered combinations (step 1/100) of the destination 
and source categories. Illegal or dubious combinations of 
account numbers in the numeric directional codes of data 
base records are marked by symbols or “s”, meaning 
illegal or reverted entries. 

1n the event that the user discovers an error in the copied 

data, the program (on lines 31, 34 and 93) enables the 
correction or deletion of the defective entry in the course of 
the transcribing operation. 
The program H, named “UPDTAL.BA” and listed in 

appendix II, is designed for an error-free updating of the 
Account List ?le. The program H is simple to use, It asks for 
the entry of a tWo-digit abbreviation of the year (eg 93) and 
then prompts the user to type in either a single account 
number or a pair of account numbers. If the operator Writes 
in a single number, the program displays on the screen a 
batch of records from the account list ?le, starting With the 
selected number. The operator then selects a number that is 
to be corrected, deleted or added. 

If a pair of numbers has been typed in, a batch of account 
records delimited by the tWo numbers is displayed on the 
screen The program is terminated by typing in an “X” (Exit). 
The user also has a choice of sorting the account list 

according to account titles, budget class names or account 
numbers. The sorted account list ?les “ALTyy.DO” or 
“ALByy.DO” or “ALNyy.DO” appear in the RAM of the 
computer. 
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Referring to appendixes III and IV, the programs J and K 
named “EXTR-T.BA” and “CLOSEL.BA” automatically 
perform the ?nal accounting Work based on data stored in 
the database and account list ?les. In this example, the 
programs are designed for operation on a monthly basis to 
successively process tWelve separate monthly database ?les, 
“DByy01.DO” through “DByy12.DO”. Both programs 
alWays start at the ?rst database “DByy01.DO” and require 
the December closing balance ?le “BDyy12.DO” from the 
preceding annual accounting period, in order to insure a 
proper transfer of capital. 

The program J named “EXTR-TBA” and listed in appen 
dix III, is designed for extracting T-accounts from succes 
sive monthly databases in an annual accounting period to 
create a set of ?les, forming the general ledger for that 
period. 

The program ?rst asks in steps III/4, III/13 and III/16 for 
the entry at the abbreviation of the desired accounting year 
(egg., 93), then in steps III/5, III/14, III/18—III/21 for the 
desired account numbers (from 1 to 10 numbers in a run) and 
?nally for the currency (steps III/10, III/22—III/23). The 
heading of the extracted T-account ?le starts With the symbol 
of the selected currency, folloWed by the full description of 
the account in accordance With the record in the numeric 
account list. The records Within the T-account are grouped 
according to successive months. The left side and the right 
side of the T-account is identical to the posting record 
retrieved from the database ?le G, Whereby the account 
number corresponding to that of the current T-account is 
replaced in steps III/30—40 by an asterisk: (“*”). The mon 
etary amounts of respective records are then arranged in 
columns opposite the asterisks. The difference of the sum of 
amounts in the left-hand (debit) column and the right-hand 
(credit) column shoWs the turnover. The transferred amount 
of capital from the preceding accounting period (if any) is 
added to the turnover and the result is displayed as the 
balance in the T-account. Example; 
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8 
m.DO” and a Closing Balance ?le “Bcyymm.DO” for a 
period ending With a designated month Within an annual 
accounting period. Accordingly, the designation of the 
tWelfth monthly database results in a closing of the ledger 
accounts for the Whole year. 
At the start, it asks for the date of the desired database, 

then for the currency in Which the computations are to be 
made and ?nally, Whether a preliminary Trial Balance, for 
use in an account reconciliation procedure, or a ?nal Closing 

Balance, is desired. 
As mentioned before, the program K requires the Decem 

ber closing balance ?le from the preceding year, the January 
database ?le from the current year and the account list ?le 
from the current year. If the closing balance ?le from the 
preceding annual period is absent, there is an option to 
continue Without the transfer of capital. In this case, the ?nal 
closing balance ?le Will shoW the turnovers only. Since the 
computation is alWays started With data from January data 
base ?le of the current year, the program is interrupted if this 
?le is missing. The subsequent data processing phases and 
their successful completion are indicated on the screen 

during the run of the program. 
The currency symbol appended to the amount is of 

advantage When the ?nancial transactions are in different 
currencies. In this case, the program creates separate closing 
balances and income statements for the indicated currencies. 
Another feature of the program K is its capability to monitor 
and indicate accounting errors that may occur in the data 
base records. 

The initiating procedure for the accounting system using 
the posting method of this invention Will be explained With 
reference to FIG. 2. The arrangement of FIG. 2 is similar to 
that of FIG. 1, With the exception that a ?fth accounting 
category of Capital (C) is introduced into the opening 
balance documents A, into the records of book B and into the 
veri?cation table C‘. The category of Capital (C) is not an 
elementary accounting category, but represents the differ 
ence betWeen assets (A) and liabilities In accounting 

D 200I, VARIOUS EXPENSES D 300A, VARIOUS ASSETS 

9304 9304 
01: 700.00 * < 400L 02: 1823.15 * < 100I 

700.00 Turnover 0.00 03: 300A < * 120.00 

Balance 700.00 03: 126.00 * < 300A 

700.00 700.00 1949.15 Turnover 126.00 
Balance 1823.15 

1949.15 1949.15 

D 100I, VARIOUS INCOME 

9304 
01: 300A < * 1823.15 

0.00 Turnover 1823.15 
1823.15 Balance 

1823.15 1823.15 

The reference numbers facilitate a comparison With the book 
B of original entry. 

The program K, “CLOSEL.BA”, listed in appendix IV 
creates a conventional Income Statement ?le “Zcyym 

65 

terminology, the category “capital” is also referred to as net 
Worth, oWner’s equity or proprietorship. It Will be seen that 
the opening veri?cation table C‘ contains only tWo valid 
combinations of the categoric directional code, namely 
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“destination assets<source capital” (Ad<Cs) and “destina 
tion capital<source liabilities” (Cd<Ls). The account num 
ber 500 is assigned to a single cumulative account narned 
“Capital”. This account title does not appear in the account 
list ?le I, but it is introduced by program TRANSJ.BA in 
steps 1/90 or U98 and does appear in the income statement 
?le and the closing balance ?le. 

In the example of the opening balance records in book B 
of FIG. 2, the posting record under ref. no. 0119212 de?nes 
an opening ?nancial transaction Where the amount of 
316.15D is transferred from a credit card debt (source 
liabilities account no. 401) to destination capital account no. 
500. Hence, the posting record to be transcribed into the 
December database ?le “DB9212.DO” reads “01:9212, 
316.15D,500<401”. In the folloWing record (ref. no. 
02:9212), the initial amount of 2929.-D is transferred from 
source capital, account no. 500 to destination assets, account 

no. 301, and the posting record reads “02:9212,2929.-D, 
301<500”. In Inanipulative step 41‘, the posting records are 
transcribed by means of program F into the December 92 
database ?le “DB9212.DO”. In Inanipulative steps 5 and 5‘, 
the neW account titles 401L,Credit Card, 301A,Checking 
Acc and 320A, Savings Acc are manually Written into the 
account directory D, and by means of the program H are 
entered into the Account List ?le “ALN92.DO”. Then in 
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Inanipulation step 8‘, the operator runs the close ledger 
prograIn “CLOSEL.BA”, Which in turn creates the DeceIn 
ber closing balance ?le “B9212.DO”. This ?le is used as an 

opening balance ?le for the January database ?le “DB9301, 
DO” in the neXt accounting period. As eXplained before, the 
“CLOSEL.BA” prograIn K is instructed to process the 

December database and an account list from the preceding 
year only at the initiation of the accounting system. Once the 
system has been initiated, the accounting Work for all 
subsequent periods proceeds according to the steps of FIG. 
1. 

While the invention has been illustrated and described as 

embodied in speci?c examples of the computer program for 
creating and processing the novel posting records, it is not 
intended to be limited to the details shoWn, since various 
Inodi?cations and structural changes may be made Without 
departing in any Way from the concept of the present 
invention. 

Without further analysis, the foregoing disclosure Will so 
fully reveal the gist of the present invention that others can, 
by applying current knowledge, readily adapt it for various 
applications Without oInitting features that, from the stand 
point of prior art, fairly constitute essential characteristics of 
the generic or speci?c aspects of this invention. 

Appendix I 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 Y0$=“ENTRY OF DIR-CODE INTO DATABASE” 
6 
7 
8 Check-up 

Maintenance” 

9 A$(1,0)=“1OOI,VARINCOME, lINCOME”: 
A$(2,0)=“200E,VAREXPENS, lEXPENSES” 
A$(3,0)=“3OOA,VARASSETS, lASSETS”: 
A$(4,0)=“4OOL,VARLIABIL, lLIABILIT” 

OR VAL(DA$)=0 THEN 14 

ELSE GOSUB 23 

34 
35 
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-continued 

24 

“+”Balance 

122 GOTO 116 
123 H=HS: oPEN H FOR INPUT AS 1:PM(M)=O:GOSUB 112 
124 IF EOF(1) THEN CLOSE 1:GOTO 47 
125 INPUT #1,AU,BU,DU 

127 IF L(M)=O THEN 129 

139 CLOSE:BEEP:PRINT “ERROR! IMBALANCE “;S+T;”in ”;BB:STOP:END 
140 BEEP:PRINT “ERROR—”;ERR;“ in line ”;ERL:STOP:RESUME 97 
141 CLS:BEEP:PRINT:PRINT “No currency “+BN+” in database 

“+DX+”.”:KILL B3:K1LL B4:GOTO 97 
142 BEEP:PRINT “ERROR! Limit of “;F;” accounts in ctg 

“;M*100;” in “;HS;” eXceeded.”:GOTO 97 
143 CLS:BEEP:PRINT:PRINT“File “;H1” 

absent.“:Print”Continue — Y/N”;: INPUT GO: 

144 IF GQ=“Y”OR GQ=“y”THEN RESUME 34 ELSE RESUME 96 

What is claimed as new and desired to be protected by a 
Letters Patent is set forth in the appended claims: 

1. A method of posting ?nancial transactions into a 
computer-assisted double-entry accounting system includ 
ing a general purpose computer having a working memory 
unit and an input/output (I/O) unit for inputting and display 
ing user-de?ned data including at least a monetary amount, 
a debit account and a credit account; and accounting 
software, including at least a ledger-creating software, for 
converting the computer to an accounting machine that 
implements four basic accounting categories of income, 
expenses, assets and liabilities, and a ?fth category of capital 
representing the difference between the assets and the 
liabilities, for entering the amount to the left debit side of a 
T-account to increase in the expenses or in the assets, or to 

decrease in the liabilities or in the capital, and for entering 
the sams amount to the right credit side of another T-account 
to increase in the income or in the liabilities or in the capital, 

or to decrease in the assets; 

comprising the step of 

50 

55 

65 

preparing a data transcription software for instructing 
said computer to perform the program steps of 
a) opening & categorical (ctg) account list ?le stor 

ing four mandatory account titles each including a 
ctg symbol and a name assigned to one of said 
basic categories and generating in said memory 
unit a separate account title including a ctg symbol 
and a name assigned to said ?fth category of 
capital; 

b) inputting said account titles from said account list 
?le into said memory unit; 

c) opening a journal ?le and four T-account ?les 
assigned to said basic account titles; 

d) inputting and displaying via said I/O unit, and 
entering into said memory unit, a user-de?ned 
number; 

e) checking said number and if a Zero or negative 
value is detected, returning to program step d); 

f) inputting and displaying via said I/O unit, and 
entering into said memory unit, a ?rst user-de?ned 
alphanumeric character; 
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g) checking said ?rst alphanumeric character and if 
it does not match a ctg symbol in said mandatory 
account titles, returning to program step f); 

h) inputting and displaying via said I/O unit, and 
entering into said memory unit, a user-de?ned 
graphic character in alignment With said ?rst 
alphanumeric character, said graphic character 
having a tip side and a base side; 

i) inputting and displaying via said I/O unit, and 
entering into said memory unit, a second alpha 
numeric character in alignment With said graphic 
character; 
checking said second alphanumeric character and 
if it does not match a ctg symbol in said mandatory 
account titles, returning to program step i); 

k) assembling a ctg directional record in the form 
“the number, the ?rst alphanumeric character, the 
graphic character, the second alphanumeric char 
acter”; 

l) storing said ctg directional record in said journal 
?le; 

m) returning to program step d); and 
further comprising the steps of 

loading instructions from said data transcription soft 
Ware into said memory unit; and 

eXecuting said program steps Whereby the computer 
prompts the user, in program steps d), f), h) and i) 
to input, display and enter via said input/output 
unit a number representing the monetary amount 
from a transaction, a ?rst alphanumeric character 
representing the ctg symbol of one accounting 
category occurring in the transaction, said direc 
tional graphic character being oriented according 
to the direction of transfer of said amount relative 
to said one category, and a second alphanumeric 
character representing the ctg symbol of the other 
category participating in the transaction; Whereby 
in the ctg directional record assembled in program 
step k), the alphanumeric character pointed at by 
said tip side designates the debit category, and the 
remaining alphanumeric character opposite said 
base side designates the credit category. 

2. Amethod as de?ned in claim 1, and further comprising 
the step of 

preparing an improved ledger-creating softWare for 
instructing said computer to perform, prior to step m), 
the program steps of 

storing said number at the left side of the T-account 
assigned to the category pointed at by said tip side; and 

storing said number at the right side of the T-account 
assigned to the category opposite said base side. 

3. A method of posting ?nancial transactions into a 
computer-assisted double-entry accounting system includ 
ing a general purpose computer having a Working memory 
unit and an input/output (I/O) unit for inputting and display 
ing user-de?ned data including a monetary amount, a debit 
account and a credit account; and accounting softWare, 
including at least a ledger-creating softWare, for converting 
the computer to an accounting machine that implements four 
basic accounting categories of income, expenses, assets and 
liabilities, and a ?fth category of capital representing the 
difference betWeen the assets and the liabilities, for entering 
the amount to the left debit side of a T-account to increase 

in the eXpenses or in the assets, or to decrease in the 
liabilities or in the capital, and for entering the same amount 
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to the right credit side of another T-account to increase in the 
income or in the liabilities or in the capital, or to decrease in 

the assets; 
comprising the step of 

preparing a data transcription softWare for instructing 
said computer to perform the program steps of 
a) opening an account list ?le storing at least four 

account titles assigned to said basic categories and 
each including an account number and a descrip 
tive account name, said account number having a 
?rst code digit correlated to the assigned category 
and at least one second code digit assigned to said 
descriptive account name; 

b) opening a journal ?le; 
c) inputting into the memory unit account titles from 

said account list ?le and generating in the memory 
unit a separate account title assigned to said ?fth 
category of capital; 

d) inputting and displaying via said I/O unit, and 
entering into said memory unit, a user-de?ned ?rst 
number; 

e) checking said ?rst number and if a Zero or 
negative value is detected, returning to program 
step d); 

f) inputting and displaying via said I/O unit, and 
entering into said memory unit, a user-de?ned 
second number; 

g) checking said second number and if its ?rst digit 
is out of the code range of said ?ve categories, 
returning to program step f); 

h) generating in said memory unit, and displaying in 
alignment With said second number, a directional 
graphic character having a tip side oriented from 
the right to the left and pointing at said second 
number; 

i) inputting and displaying via said I/O unit, and 
entering into said memory unit, a user-de?ned 
third number in alignment With said graphic char 
acter; 
checking said third number and if its ?rst digit is 
out of the code range of said ?ve categories, 
returning to program step i); 

k) assembling a directional posting record in the 
form “the ?rst number, the second number, the 
directional graphic character, the third number”; 

1) storing said directional posting record in said 
journal ?le; 

m) returning to program step d); and 
further comprising the steps of 

loading instructions from said data transcription soft 
Ware into said memory unit; and 

eXecuting said program steps, Whereby the computer 
in program steps d), f) and i) prompts the user via 

said I/O unit to input and enter a monetary 
amount, a destination account number and a 
source account number; 

in program step h) displays the directional 
graphic character that visually indicates the 
predetermined direction of How of money 
betWeen the source and destination account 
numbers; and in the directional posting record 
assembled in program step k), the second num 
ber pointed at by said tip side designates the 
debit account and the third number designates 
the credit account number. 

4. Amethod as de?ned in claim 3, Wherein said improved 
data transcription softWare includes further instructions for 
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assembling a descriptive directional code in the form “a 
descriptive account name assigned to said second 
number, the directional graphic character, a descriptive 
account name assigned to said third number”; 

comparing the ?rst and second code digits of each of said 
second and third numbers With correlated account 
names from said account list ?le and, if no name is 

28 
detected for one of said numbers, generating for said 
one number a temporary account name including the 

reference number and a temporary mark, and inserting 
the temporary account name into said descriptive direc 
tional code. 


