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METHOD FOR DETERMINING 
TRANSDUCER LINEAR OPERATIONAL 

PARAMETERS 

This application claims bene?t of Provisional application 
60/044,299, ?led Apr. 30, 1997. 

BACKGROUND 

1. Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates to acoustical transducer 
measurement methodology and apparatus utilizing ef?cient 
techniques for assessing their linear operational parameters. 

2. Description of Prior Art 
The use of any transducer usually involves a measurement 

of its operating parameters, principally its moving mass, 
support compliance, motional resistance(mechanical), elec 
trical input impedance, force coupling factor and any other 
such parameter as required to determine its operational 
characteristics. This measurement is often done on prototype 
samples to determine if they meet design intent, on produc 
tion units as a quality control measure, or for any number of 
other reasons. The speci?c unit being investigated Will be 
called the Device Under Test or DUT. 

Numerous techniques are in use today for measuring the 
transducers operational parameters. The most commonly 
used approach is probably the method (or a derivative of it) 
proposed by Neville Thiele in his landmark article on 
loudspeaker enclosure designs “Loudspeakers in Vented 
Boxes” Which can be found in the Audio Engineering 
Society’s Loudspeaker Antholog series. This paper is also 
published in the Proceedings of the IRE Australia, vol. 22, 
pp. 487—508. 

The method of Thiele, Which has come to be knoWn as the 
Thiele-Small method and the parameters Which are derived 
from it, the Thiele-Small parameters, are very useful in the 
design and utiliZation of electro-acoustic transducers, most 
notably, loudspeakers. (Small also published the use of 
Thiele’s technique in his paper on “Closed-Box Loud 
speaker Systems” also found in Loudspeaker Anthology.) 
Similar techniques can also be extended to the measurement 
of transducers used for hearing aids or other applications. 

Once a suf?cient set of operational parameters is knoWn 
a relatively accurate prediction of the transducers perfor 
mance can be determined. The requirement for this accurate 
prediction is usually that the frequency be loW enough so 
that the Wavelengths of the sound are greater than the siZe of 
the transducer itself. This is the so called “lumped param 
eter” region Where simpli?ed elements like resistors, 
inductors, capacitors, transformers, etc. can be used to 
represent the functionality of the real parameters, moving 
mass, support stiffness, motional resistance, force coupling 
factor and cone area, for example. The fundamental problem 
in determining the performance then becomes that of deter 
mining the values of the analogous components of 
resistance, inductance, etc. By measuring the readily avail 
able input impedance of the DUT and perturbing its 
mechanical system With either an added mass, an added 
compliance or some other perturbation, the operational 
parameters of the DUT can be calculated. This is basically 
the Thiele-Small method. 

In many embodiments of the prior art the impedance of 
the circuit shoWn in FIG. 1 is measured. The system is 
perturbed and the impedance is measured again. From the 
shift in the resonance frequency Which results from the 
knoW perturbation the moving mass and the support stiffness 
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2 
can be determined. This determination can be done by 
?nding certain key frequencies such as resonance and the 
“half poWer points” of the motional impedance curve. The 
calculation of the values of electrical resistance (Re), elec 
trical inductance (Le), force factor (Bl) cone mass (Mm), 
support compliance (Cm), motional resistance (Rm), and 
radiating area (S d) is done by techniques shoWn in the prior 
art. These operational parameters can also be given in the 
analogous (Thiele-Small) parameters of resonance fre 
quency (f5), electrical Q (Q6), mechanical Q (Om), cone area 
(S d) and electrical resistance (Re). These tWo differing sets 
of operational parameters are completely equivalent being 
related to each other by a simple set of equations. It makes 
no difference Which set is used in the derivation or analysis 
discussed in this application. 

Phillips and Geddes, in “Ef?cient Loudspeaker Linear and 
Nonlinear Parameter Estimation” (presented at the Audio 
Engineering Society conference in October 1991, preprint 
#3164), described the use of the same lumped parameter 
circuit of Thiele but improve upon the measurement by 
“?tting” a complex curve to the measured data thereby 
utiliZing more degrees of freedom in the analysis and 
reducing the expected error. 

J ang and Kim disclose in their January 1994 JAES paper, 
vol.42, no. 1, “Identi?cation of Loudspeaker nonlinearities 
Using the NARMAX Modeling Technique” the use of the 
input voltage signal and the cone motion, sensed via a laser, 
to determine the linear and nonlinear parameters. This Was 
accomplished by means of a time domain ?tting strategy 
Which calculated the linear parameters With a loW level input 
signal and the nonlinear parameters With a high level input 
signal. The input signal Was Gaussian noise. 

Easley et al. Disclose in AUTOMATED SYSTEM AND 
METHOD FOR AUTOMOTIVE AUDIO TESTING 
#5,361,305, a method for the rapid testing of an audio 
system in a vehicle. The system determines the functionality 
of the various channels and transducers but does not deter 
mine the transducer parameters. 
Van Hout et al. disclose in METHOD AND DEVICE 

FOR TESTING FOR AUDIO INDUCED SYMPATHETIC 
BUZZES #5,491,753 the use of a standard test signal for 
diagnosing a buZZ problem in the passenger compartment of 
a vehicle. No transducer parameters are determined. 

Jeong and Ih teach in their April 1996 JAES paper, vol.44, 
No. 4, “Harmonic Balance Method for Estimating the Non 
linearParameters ofElectrodynamic Direct-Radiator Loud 
speakers” that both the voltage and the current signal can be 
measured at one time thus eliminating the need for a 
perturbed mechanical system. A laser is used to directly 
detect the motion of the loudspeaker diaphragm. In this prior 
art discrete frequencies are used and the levels of the 
harmonics of these frequencies are determined. This data is 
used to calculate the linear and nonlinear parameters of the 
loudspeaker. The technique disclosed in this article is expen 
sive to implement due to the use of the laser for output 
motion of the radiating surface. This method suffers from 
extremely complicated mathematical analysis. 

Scott, Kelly and Leembruggen in “New Method of Char 
acterizing Driver Linearity” in JAES Vol. 44, No. 4, April 
1996 teach the use of a DC current to force the loudspeaker 
diaphragm off center in order to determine the linear and 
nonlinear parameters. By sensing the cones static displace 
ment the force factor is determined. Once this is knoWn the 
values of each of the other parameters can be calculated 
from the input impedance curve of the loudspeaker. This 
method suffers from the same set of draWbacks as the 
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previous tWo, namely laborious, time consuming setup and 
expensive equipment. 

Most recently, April 1997, Clark disclosed in “Precision 
Measurement of Loudspeaker Parameters” JAES, Vol. 45, 
no. 4, a straightforward direct measurement of the nonlinear 
loudspeaker parameters. This technique utiliZes the same 
rear enclosure pressure method for diaphragm displacement 
as that used by Phillips and Geddes. Like other recent 
researchers Clark uses a laser as a displacement sensing 
device. 

All of these prior art methods suffer from one or more of 
the folloWing problems: 

tWo measurements must be taken, Which cannot be done 
simultaneously since either the mechanical system 
must be perturbed. The inherent assumption is that the 
system does not change from one measurement to the 
next (Which is hard to impossible to control). Another 
key assumption is that When a parameter is perturbed, 
such as the cone mass by adding mass to it, or the 
compliance by placing the DUT in another box, or by 
loading the DUT With a different length of tubing such 
as used for hearing aid transducers, that this perturba 
tion affects only that parameter intended to be effected. 
Experience has shoWn that this is seldom the case. 
Different values of perturbation nearly alWays lead to 
differing values of the derived operational parameters, 
a clear sign that more than one parameter is being 
perturbed. 

perturbation techniques usually require access to the 
elements of the DUT itself. For example to add mass to 
the cone requires access to the cone. The sWitching of 
gravity technique requires access to the cone to feed 
back the cone position into a servo control system or 
some other method of displacement sensing. It is often 
desirable to measure a transducer Without the need to 
detach any of its attached parts, such as front grille or 
front cover, etc. It is also desirable to measure the 
parameters in-situ in order to determine the loud 
speaker performance under real World conditions The 
perturbed load (changing rear volume) technique does 
not require access to the internal parts, but suffers from 
a mixed change (radiation mass and compliance) as 
Well as cannot be done in-situ. 

expensive and cumbersome equipment is often required. 
It Would be desirable to have a method Which could 
utiliZe readily available Personal Computer (PC) 
“sound cards” or other PC data acquisition boards to 
acquire the data. This means that only simple measure 
ments of voltage, current and sound pressure are pos 
sible. 

most techniques require multiple measurements and these 
measurements can be very time consuming. Any 
method used as a production quality control gauge must 
be extremely fast and require virtually no human inter 
vention. 

OBJECTS AND ADVANTAGES 

The object of this application is to shoW an improved 
method for determining a transducers linear operational 
parameters. The technique as disclosed herein has several 
advantages. In the present invention no system modi?cation 
or perturbation of the DUT is required and as such the 
measurements are free from the questionable assumption 
that only one parameter has changed from test to test. The 
entire set of operational parameters can be determined at one 
time from a single system excitation comprising tWo differ 
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4 
ent transfer functions. These transfer functions can be mea 
sured simultaneously, With minimal perturbation of the 
system, or separately, if multi-channel capability is not 
available. If the tWo transfer functions are obtained 
simultaneously, the system cannot have changed from mea 
surement to measurement as all of the required data is taken 
at one time. Even if tWo separate transfer functions are 
measured separately the system need not be handled in any 
Way and the tests can be performed Without the need to 
assemble or dissemble, attach or detach any part, or parts. 
With a three channel measurement capability no interven 
tion is required at all and the entire measurement can be 
accomplished in a mater of minutes. This technique can be 
also be used on assembled units, in enclosures etc. 

In its preferred embodiment the system uses a computer 
With one or tWo PC sound cards to acquire and process the 
data. All of the requisite signal generation and acquisition 
are readily available as PC peripherals at very loW cost. The 
transfer function and post processing calculations can be 
done Within the computer for a fast, loW cost, compact and 
accurate measurement of a transducers operating character 
istics. No expensive equipment is required, and only stan 
dard measures of current, voltage and pressure are required. 
The very rapid determination of the parameters in the 

present invention alloWs for the tracking of the operational 
parameters of the DUT as the system is heated from the 
electrical input signal. This measurement Would yield the 
thermal characteristics of the DUT in a Way not currently 
obtainable. The voice coil temperature an be determined 
from the voice coil resistance and its knoWn resistivity 
change With temperature. 

DRAWING FIGURES 

FIG. 1 shoWs a schematic draWing simpli?ed lumped 
parameter transducer; 

FIG. 2 shoWs a perspective draWing of the preferred 
embodiment of the novel measurement setup using a closed 
box; 

FIG. 3 is a How diagram shoWing the process use to 
determine the transducers operating parameters; 

FIG. 4 shoWs a perspective draWing of the preferred 
embodiment of the novel measurement setup using a 
near?eld pressure measurement. 

REFERENCE NUMERALS IN DRAWINGS 

1 Microphone 
2 Device Under Test (DUT) 
3 Test enclosure 
4 Test Baffle 
30 Input signal 

5O Microphone signal 
60 Means for sensing Voltage drop across DUT 
70 Means for sensing Current flow through 
DUT 
80 Current sense resistor 

SUMMARY 

In accordance With the present invention a method is 
shoWn for determining an electro-acoustic transducers 
operational parameters by measuring transfer functions from 
an electrical input to the radiated pressure, ?tting these 
transfer functions to predetermined ?lter responses and 
calculating the operational parameters from the ?tted ?lter 
coef?cients. 
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DESCRIPTION 

Referring to FIG. 1 there is shown the analogous lumped 
parameter electrical equivalent circuit for a typical trans 
ducer used by Thiele, Small, etc. In this circuit the ?rst tWo 
elements are the drive coils electrical resistance and induc 
tance. These tWo quantities can be measured in a straight 
forward manner using any of the current standard practices 
in electrical measurement. They can also be determined 
from the transfer function betWeen the sensed voltage and 
sensed current into the DUT, data Which is already available 
in a multi-channel setup. The ?rst transformer turns ratio, Bl, 
represents the product of the ?ux density and the length of 
the Wire in this ?ux density. Most accurately it is an integral 
of the dot product of the magnetic ?ux density and the 
incremental Wire length dl as: 

along the entire length of the voice coil Wire. 
The parallel elements betWeen the tWo transformers rep 

resent the moving mass—as a capacitor With value equal to 

15 
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6 
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0 Bl 

Bl ol' 

0 1 
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The matrix form shoWn in EQ. 1 has been modi?ed 
slightly from the circuit form shoWn FIG. 1. The force 
coupling is represented by a gyrator in EQ. 1 and as a 
transformer in FIG. 1. This change facilitates the more direct 
and intuitive use of a series set of mechanical parameters. It 
can be shoWn that either form Will give the same set of 
equations derived in the folloWing ?gures and text. 

In EQ. 2, the anaytical multiplication of the various stages 
of the T-matrices shoWn in EQ. 1 has been performed. 

. Sd 

(R2 + MULLJE EW) 

i 1(a)) ] 
Sd 
E 

the moving mass, the motional resistance—as the inverse of 
the mechanical resistance and the support compliance—as 
an inductor With value equal to the inverse of the compliance 
value. 

The ?nal transformer represents the transformation of 
cone motion into radiated sound. The turns ratio here is the 

cone area, Sd. The cone area is usually measured directly, 
using a scale, by including one third of the suspension area 
In the present invention this area can be determined in a 

similar manner. Fortunately, in the lumped parameter region 
of primary interest the cone area is highly stable, readily 
determined and linear. 

EQ. 1, shoWs the T-Matrix approach to transducer mod 
eling that forms the basis for the current invention. The 
individual T-matrices represent speci?c components or legs 
in the circuit of FIG. 1. These individual matrices are 

progressively multiplied together, just as they appear in the 
device to form a single matrix Which represents the DUT. 
This matrix method of transducer modeling is used, for 
example, in the commercially available loudspeaker simu 
lation programs by Earl R. Geddes knoWn as Speak for 
WindoWs and Speaki32. This approach has not been pre 
viously used in the assessment of transducer operational 
parameters. 

T Matrix BL T Matrix (1 
[Input] = . - - . - 

Electzcal Gyrator Mechanical 

Area 
-[Output] 

transformer 
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The set of linear equations shoWn in EQ. 2 represents the 
same analytical form as Would be obtained from the circuit 
in FIG. 1 using any other method of analysis. The primary 
difference is that the matrix approach explicitly shoWs the 
tWo input variables (voltage E(u)) and current 1(a)) and tWo 
output variables (pressure P(u)) and volume velocity U(u)) 
Which are an inherent feature of the T-matrix approach to the 
transduction problem. 
By noting that the radiation impedance for any con?gu 

rations of radiation is ?xed by the con?guration it should be 
noted that the tWo output variables are not independent since 
the pressure and volume velocity must be related by this 
knoWn (or determinable) radiation impedance Zload as 

PW) 
Zmd (w) = m 

This results in the possible elimination of either the 
pressure or the volume velocity in the EQ. 2. 

It should be noted that the present novel measurement 
technique is independent of the form of the load placed on 
the DUT. Different load conditions may result in slightly 
different equations, hoWever, the analysis procedure Would 
remain virtually identical. 

It should also be noted that some of these different loads 
may be dictated by the DUT. For example a hearing aid 
transducer does not radiate suf?cient sound to alloW for a 
free space measurement, hence they are most effectively 
measured using a small tube or volume. In this situation the 
impedance for this load is simply substituted in the equa 
tions in a manner identical to that Which Will be shoWn 
shortly. Further, some loading conditions may also give 
better results in particular situations. A noisy lab, or manu 
facturing plant may be better suited to the use of a closed box 
load Where the microphone for measuring the radiated sound 
pressure is placed inside the box. The availability of an 
anechoic chamber or the requirement to use a standard setup 
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may dictate other loading conditions and test con?gurations. 
Their associated bene?ts Will be apparent to those skilled in 
the art. 
As a ?rst example and the preferred embodiment, the 

pressure inside of a closed, rigid, box of knoWn volume V 
Which contains the DUT is measured. It can be shoWn that 
the pressure and volume velocity inside of the box in this 
con?guration Will be related as 

Using EQ. 3 in EQ. 2 to eliminate the diaphragm volume 
velocity Will yield: 

5 

.02 (3 10 

8 
but not excessively large. A rule of thumb is that the test box 
should be a rigid Wooden cube With one face approximately 
tWo to three times the area of the DUT. The exact siZe is not 
critical so long as the exact volume is knoWn. It may be 
desirable to have a feW test boxes of different siZes so as to 
accommodate DUT’s of different siZes. The box and ?xtures 
attached to it (such as the DUT) must be sealed as Well as 
possible for correct measurement. 

The DUT is excited With an input signal 30, (Which is 
typically broadband noise band limited to 0 —500 HZ.) Which 
has been ampli?ed by ampli?er 40, of standard design. The 
output signal of the microphone 50 is recorded or analyZed 
using suitable equipment, including, but not limited to, a PC 
sound-card. A input voltage drop signal across the DUT 60 
(measured relative to ground in the speci?c con?guration of 

ReWriting EQ.4 in terms of the transfer functions from the 
voltage and current to the pressure in the box Will yield 

Where 

C- V dC — l+S3 fl 
b—p_C2,an ab- Cm Cb - 

The last tWo de?ned terms are simply the acoustic com 
pliance of the test box and the mechanical compliance of the 
DUT as installed in the test box. 

The set of EQs. 5 represent the readily obtained transfer 
functions from the input voltage and current to the pressure 
inside of the box. They are complex functions of frequency. 
Even simpler equations result by substituting the parametric 
values for the DUT (i.e. Rms ,Re, Bl, . . by constants b, d, 
e, f and g as shoWn in the right hand side of EQ. 5. The set 
of variables b, d, e, f and g are uniquely de?ned by the 
parameters of the DUT (Re, . . . Sd). 

The cross-spectra (transfer functions) Which must be 
calculated for use in EQ. 5 can be obtained in numerous 
Ways. Those skilled in the art Will ?nd this measurement 
readily obtainable for instance With an FFT analyZer or a 
softWare program on a PC. 

Referring noW to FIG. 2, there is shoWn a basic setup for 
the preferred embodiment of the measurement method 
Which is the subject of this patent. In this ?gure, a measure 
ment microphone 1, of standard design, is inserted into a test 
box 3 in Which is also mounted a DUT 2. The test box is of 
simple construction, large enough to accommodate the DUT, 

45 
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FIG. 2) is recorded or analyZed using suitable equipment. An 
input current ?oW signal into the DUT can be determined 

from a sense signal 70 (measured relative to ground in the 
speci?c con?guration of FIG. 2), measured across a sensing 
resistor 80. The sensing resistor is a standard type capable of 
handling the required poWer With a value typically around 
1.0 Ohm. Any value of sensing resistance can be used, but 
it must be remembered that this resistance Will appear in 
series With the DUT’s Re and must therefor be subtracted 
from the Re as measured With the speci?c setup of FIG. 2. 
If the sensing resistors value is very small then this later 
complication can be ignored. The input current ?oW signal 
is calculated by dividing the sense signal voltage 70 by the 
value of the sense resistor and is recorded or analyZed using 
suitable equipment. 

There are other con?gurations of connections and sense 
resistor locations Which are similar to but not exactly the 
same as that shoWn in FIG. 2 Which Will also yield the input 
voltage and current for the DUT. These other con?gurations 
Will be apparent to those skilled in the art, but in no Way alter 
the procedure described in this application. 

Using the data signals 50, 60 and 70 the calculation 
process is outlined in FIG. 3. First the transfer function from 
the voltage input to the test box pressure is calculated using 
standard techniques for signal processing. Next the transfer 
function from the input current to the test box pressure is 
likeWise calculated. These transfer functions may be stored 
for later retrieval, but in any case their data must be 
available. 
The transfer functions calculated above are the measured 

representations of EQS. 5. By using a statistical method of 
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non-linear curve ?tting, such as the Levenburg-Marquardt 
technique, the values of the constants b, d, e, f and g in EQ. 2 Bl-p-a-Cm (8) 
5 can be ?t to the data from the measured transfer functions. P(w) _‘” 'T 

The ?ve independent constants that are determined from m : i312 
this process are de?ned by the equations: 5 1 _ Mm'c’" ""2 + 'l'w'tR’" + R—E]' cm 

_a)2 . 

<6 l =iumz+mt 
RE-Cb RE Pu”) _w2.B[.Cm.p.a 

BIS, . q, M = FT’MRM'CQI’ 10 —w2-f 

1 :l—e-w2+1i-w-d 
e : Mm - cab 

Following through on the derivation, as before, yields for 
It Will be noted that there are ?ve equations in six 15 the determination of the parameters from the ?tted coef? 

unknoWns. To uniquely de?ne the parameters of the DUT cients b, d, e, f and g as folloWs: 
from the ?tted values of b, . . . g one of the parameters of the 
DUT must knoW. The radiating area, S d, is usually knoW, or (b - d) g- f (9 
is easily measured as in the prior art. With a directly Bl : f 'p 'a’ Cm : m 
measured S d a suf?cient number of equations and constants 20 e_ (b _ d) d _ (b _ d) 
eXist to alloW for the unique determination of the other ?ve. Mm = -(p-a)2, Rm = (p-a)2 
From the values of the constants We get: g'f g'f 

R, = 5 

Bl_<b-d> _f-g-C2 <7 f 
_ f-C’ “b- (b-d) 25 

_ e-(b—d) _ d-(b—d) In the above equations the acoustic mass load on the 
m _ f '8'C2 ’ m _ f '8'C2 diaphragm due to the radiation has been absorbed into the 

R _ g cone mass term, as is usual. EQS. 9 Will be seen to be 

E _ ? virtually identical to the set of EQS. 7 eXcept that a different 
30 load is placed on the system represented by pa for the 

h near?eld case and the value CI in the closed boX case. 
W ere It is also possible to eliminate the pressure P(u)) by using 

V the relationship between the far ?eld pressure and the cone 
= volume velocity. The algebra is straightforWard and Would 

d p C 35 lead to a nearly identical set of equations as the near?eld 
case 

The moving mass of the system, Mm includes the fadia- A plane Wave tube can also be placed over the DUT and 
tieh load and the Iheehahieal eothphahee Cab ihehldes the a microphone used to measure the pressure in the tube. In 
eethphahee of the rear hex Placed Oh the DUT this case another nearly identical set of equations results 

_ The above ealculatlon procedure is invariant under the 40 eXcept that they Would need to be ?tted to a bandpass ?lter 
different techniques disclosed in this application although function 
the speci?c details may be different. 
An alternative approach to measuring the pressure in a 

closed boX of knoWn volume is to measure the near?eld 
pressure of the driving unit. This setup is shoWn in FIG. 5. 4 

It can be seen that any technique that uses a pressure 
signal Will result in a nearly identical set of equations Which 
de?ne the ttrasducer parameters characteriZed by the unde 

The DUT is mounted in a baf?e 4_ The baffle is of Standard termined coefficients of some second order ?lter form. The 
design and construction and its siZe is not critical as long as only differehee is that these undetermined eoefheiehts Win 
it is several times the area of the DUT itself The microphone he described a different hlter hlheti0h~ In Practice these 
1 is placed very near to the radiating Surface of the DUT 2 differing style of functions may result in better resolution of 
and very near its center. The same relative mathematics as 50 the parameters. 
above Can be followed eXCept the relationship betWeen The radiating Surface Volume Velocity can also be Calcu 
the Pressure ahd Vehhhe Velocity now becomes (See Kihsler lated by the use of a tWo microphone output measurement in 
and Frey, Fundamentals ofAcoustics, pg. 175, EQ. 7.63 With a plane Wave tube. The difference of the tWo microphone 
r=0 and ka small): measurements is proportional to the gradient of the pressure, 

55 or the volume velocity. The advantage of the tWo micro 
p(w)= .l'w'p “ll/(w) phone technique is that it calculates the volume velocity 

Sd directly even if there are standing Waves in the tube. The 
details of this technique can be found in Riggs and Geddes 

Where the symbol a stands for the radius of the diaphragm “A TWO Microphone Teehhiqhe for Measuring Acoustic 
of the DUT if it is round and “area/2n if it is not round. This 60 Waveguide hhpedahee” AES Prepriht #2878 Presented at 
change in measurement of the pressure has the effect that it the AES eehvehtieh in October 1989 and the associated 
Will change the transfer functions from the voltage and references 
current to the pressure into high pass functions (as opposed Another possible loading con?guration that is of use is 
to the loW pass functions found in the closed boX that of a ?Xed plate clamped onto the front of the radiating 
measurement). 65 transducer. In this con?guration the load can be assumed to 

In the case of the near?eld measurement of pressure the be that of a very large resistance and that the volume velocity 
neW set of equations (similar to those in EQ. 5) Will be of the transducer Will be Zero. This simpli?es EQS. 2 to 
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or 

From this equation it is clear that this complex spectral 
ratio should be a constant. If this transfer function does not 
produce a ?at spectrum then the assumptions of Zero volume 
velocity have been violated. This can occur for DUT’s With 
signi?cant leakage around the radiating member. If on the 
other hand there is a range of approximately ?at response 
then the value of this response is the ratio of the drive 
constant Bl and the radiating area, S d. 

It Will also be apparent that a combination of the prior art 
and the current preferred embodiment can be used to 
improve the testing capabilities even more. By perturbing 
the system, for eXample using tWo test boXes of different 
volumes, a test boX and the near?eld, etc., even more 
equations in the same number of unknowns are available. 
The eXtra equations can be used to calculate S d directly from 
the data as opposed to having to be entered as a knoWn 
quantity. 

I claim as my invention: 
1. Measurement apparatus comprising: 
an acoustic transducer having an input and sound radiat 

ing output; and 
a test setup comprising; 

a means for generating an input signal to said trans 

ducer; 
a means for sensing a voltage drop signal across said 

transducer resulting from said input signal; 
a means for sensing a current ?oW signal into said 

transducer resulting from said input signal; 
a means for sensing an acoustic pressure output signal 

from said transducer; 
a means for calculating transfer functions from said 

output pressure to the tWo said electrical input signals; 
and 

a means for determining a set of coef?cients describing 
said transfer functions; 

Whereby said transducer’s linear operational parameters can 
be calculated from said determined coef?cients. 

2. The measurement apparatus of claim 1 Wherein the 
means to sense the acoustic pressure output signal com 
prises; 

a rigid sealed housing Which surrounds one side of said 
acoustic transducer; and 

a microphone to sense the radiated sound pressure level 
inside of said housing. 

3. The measurement apparatus of claim 1 Wherein the 
means to sense the acoustic pressure output signal 
comprises, 

a rigid baffle With acoustic transducer sealingly installed 
onto one side and, 

a microphone place near the center of the acoustic trans 
ducers radiating surface. 

4. The measurement apparatus of claim 1 Wherein; 
a plane Wave tube is sealingly attached to a radiating face 

of said acoustic transducer; and 
one or more microphones are placed inside of said tube. 
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5. The measurement apparatus of claim 1 Wherein; 
a rigid seated housing is attached to one side of said 

acoustic transducer in such a Way that a very small 
volume results; and 

a microphone placed inside said small sealed housing is 
used to determine the acoustic transducers force cou 
pling factor times its radiating area. 

6. A measurement apparatus comprising; 
an acoustic transducer having an input and sound radiat 

ing output and; 
a test setup having; 

a means for inputting a signal of knoWn frequency to 
said transducer; 

a means for sensing an input voltage drop across said 
transducer at said frequency; 

a means for sensing an input current ?oW into said 
transducer at said frequency; 

a means for sensing the radiated sound pressure level of 
said transducer at said frequency; and 

a means for calculating equations using speci?c 
frequencies, 

Whereby said acoustic transducer’s linear operational 
parameters can be determined. 

7. The measurement apparatus of claim 6 Wherein the 
means to sense the acoustic pressure output signal com 
prises; 

a rigid sealed housing Which surrounds one side of said 
acoustic transducer; and 

a microphone to sense the radiated sound pressure level 
inside of said housing. 

8. The measurement apparatus of claim 6 Wherein the 
means to sense the acoustic pressure output signal 
comprises, 

a rigid baffle With acoustic transducer sealingly installed 
onto one side and, 

a microphone placed at or near the center of the acoustic 
transducers radiating surface. 

9. The measurement apparatus of claim 6 Wherein; 
a plane Wave tube is sealingly attached to a radiating face 

of said acoustic transducer; and 
one or more microphones are placed inside of said tube. 
10. The measurement apparatus of claim 6 Wherein; 
a rigid sealed housing is attached to one side of said 

acoustic transducer in such a Way that a very small 
volume results; and 

a microphone placed inside said small sealed housing is 
used to determine the acoustic transducers force cou 
pling factor times its radiating area. 

11. A measurement method comprising; 
taking a transfer function from the output pressure 

response to the input voltage of an acoustic transducer; 
taking a transfer function from the output pressure 

response to the input current of an acoustic transducer; 
and calculating the linear parameters of said acoustic 

transducer using a computer or suitable calculator. 
12. A measurement method comprising; 
inputting a sine Wave of knoWn frequency to an acoustic 

transducer; 
sensing the voltage drop across said transducer at said 

frequency; 
sensing the current ?oW into said transducer at said 

frequency; 
sensing the radiated sound pressure level of said trans 

ducer at said frequency; 
and calculating said acoustic transducers linear opera 

tional parameters using said speci?c frequencies. 

* * * * * 
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FIG. 2 
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FIG. 3 
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