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SANITARY INSERT 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

In hotels, hospitals and other similar types of facilities 
intended for overnight or extended stays, local laWs and 
ordinances typically prohibit permanent ?xtures intended 
for storage of personal care items. For example, common 
bathroom Wall mounted combination toothbrush and tum 
bler or glass holders are not alloWed in public accommoda 
tion facilities because of the unsanitary nature of these 
holders due to bacterial buildup. As a result, a patron of a 
hotel, motel or other like establishment must place his or her 
personal care items on the sink top, in a draWer and the like 
Wherein such items are disorganized and are more likely to 
become contaminated or discarded. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

A sanitary insert for use in combination With a conven 
tional Wall mounted or free standing toothbrush holder 
comprising a base panel, multiple apertures formed in the 
base panel, a sanitary band integrally joined to the base 
panel around the periphery of each aperture and extending 
doWnWardly therefrom, and locking means joined to the 
base panel and extending doWnWardly or upWardly there 
from. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

In the draWings, FIG. 1 is a perspective vieW of a Wall 
mounted toothbrush and tumbler holder in combination With 
a sanitary insert according to this invention; 

FIG. 2 is an exploded vieW of the holder and insert shoWn 
in FIG. 1; 

FIG. 3 is a pedestal-type holder in combination With a 
sanitary insert according to this invention; 

FIG. 4 is an exploded vieW of the holder shoWn in FIG. 
3; 

FIG. 5 is a perspective vieW of the upper side of one form 
of the insert shoWn in FIGS. 3 and 4; 

FIG. 6 is a side elevational vieW of a tumbler With an 
insert attached thereto; 

FIG. 7 is a top plan vieW of the insert shoWn in FIG. 6; 
FIG. 8 is a cross-sectional vieW taken along the line 8—8 

in FIG. 7; 
FIG. 9 is a cross-sectional vieW taken along the line 9—9 

in FIG. 71 

FIG. 10 is a cross-sectional vieW taken along the line 
10—10 in FIG. 11; and 

FIG. 11 is a partial vieW of a modi?ed form of the insert 
shoWn in FIG. 7; 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

In the draWings, and With particular reference to FIGS. 1 
and 2, the numeral 1 designates a conventional Wall mounted 
toothbrush and tumbler holder. More speci?cally, holder 1 
includes aperture 2 for receiving a tumbler or glass and also 
includes multiple generally rectangular apertures 3—8. 

According to one form of this invention, a sanitary insert 
is provided and is generally indicated by the letter A. 
More speci?cally, insert A includes base panel 9 With side 

panels 10 integrally joined to each outer edge of base panel 
9 and extending doWnWardly therefrom. In addition, center 
aperture 11 and multiple generally rectangular apertures 
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2 
12—17 are formed in base panel 9. Aperture 11 includes Wall 
18 Which is integrally joined to base panel 9 around the 
periphery of aperture 11 and extends doWnWardly therefrom, 
of course, aperture 11 can be omitted, if desired. 

Each of t he apertures 12—17 is of identical construction 
and includes side Walls 19 integrally joined respectfully to 
base panel 9 at the peripheral edges of apertures 12—17 and 
extending doWnWardly therefrom. Each end of side Walls 19 
is integrally joined to the adjacent end of each associated 
side Wall 19 to form a continuous sanitary band Which 
overlaps the associated edges of holder 1 and extends into 
the respective apertures 3—8, as shoWn in FIG. 1. 

In FIGS. 3 and 4, a modi?ed form of the invention is 
shoWn for use in connection With a free standing pedestal 
type holder 20. Pedestal 20 includes top 21 having tooth 
brush receiving apertures 22, 23, 24 and 25 formed therein 
together With circular glass-receiving indention 26. 
The sanitary insert shoWn in FIGS. 3 and 4 includes 

circular base panel 27 With rectangular apertures 28, 29, 30 
and 31 formed therein. Each of the apertures 28—31 includes 
sanitary band 32 extending doWnWardly from the panel 27 
around the peripheral edges thereof as previously described 
in connection With side Walls 19 of the insert shoWn in FIGS. 
1 and 2. 

In addition, the insert shoWn in FIGS. 3 and 4 is provided 
With a generally concave locking band 33 and Which is 
integrally joined to the outer peripheral edge of circular base 
panel 27 and extends doWnWardly therefrom such that When 
the insert is placed on top 21 of pedestal 20, it is in effect 
locked in position Whereby locking band 33 is snapped into 
an overlapping and interlocking relationship With outer lip 
34 formed around the periphery of top 21. 

In FIG. 5, the upper side of the insert, shoWn in FIGS. 3 
and 4, includes the additional feature of strengthening ribs 
35, 36, 37 and 38 Which interconnect adjacent ones of 
apertures 28, 29, 30 and 31. 

FIGS. 6—9 shoW a further alternative form of the invention 
Wherein a conventional glass or tumbler 39 or pedestal 20 is 
utiliZed as the holder or stand for sanitary insert 40. The 
construction of insert 40 is similar to that shoWn and 
described in connection With the insert shoWn in FIGS. 3, 4 
and 5 With the additional feature of tabs 41, 42, 43 and 44 
formed in each aperture and being integrally joined to insert 
40 at the associated edge of each aperture. Therefore, When 
a toothbrush is inserted into an aperture, as shoWn in FIG. 8, 
it is held in place by the biasing action of the inner ends of 
tabs 41—44 against the toothbrush. 

Further, insert 40, in one form, is held in position by 
means of locking band 45 Which is joined to the outer 
periphery of insert 40 and extends doWnWardly therefrom in 
an overlapping relationship With the top edge of glass 39 as 
best shoWn in FIG. 8. Locking band 45 is provided With a 
contiguous ?ared edge 46 as a convenient means to grasp 
and remove the insert from glass 39 and additional locking 
capability is provided in the form of multiple dimples 47 
formed around band 45. 

In FIG. 10, a locking mechanism for use in combination 
With a holder having an indentation, such as indentation 26 
shoWn in FIG. 4 is provided in the form of locking band 48 
Which is integrally joined to the inner edge of ring 49 and 
extends doWnWardly therefrom. Band 48 is adapted to 
overlap the outer edge of indentation 26. 
A further modi?ed form of the invention is shoWn in FIG. 

11 Wherein a plurality of offsets 50 are formed around band 
48. By this means, the sanitary insert is held in place by the 
interlocking relationship, for instance, in connection With 
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indentation 26, the edge of Which is slightly bowed and the 
upper edge of offset 50. 

Also, shown in FIGS. 7 and 10, is inner panel 51 Which 
is integrally joined to insert 40 and provides a means for 
printing advertising and other like rnaterial thereon. 

In FIG. 9, the insert is held in position by means of 
upWardly extending locking means Which comprises con 
tinuous band 52 and multiple scalloped tabs 53 disposed 
therebeloW. As shoWn in FIG. 9, the upper surfaces of tabs 
53 engage the loWer edge of lip 34 in a locking relationship. 

Therefore, by this invention, a sanitary insert is provided 
Wherein conventional Wall mounted toothbrush and turnbler 
holders, pedestal-type holders and the like are protected 
from bacterial accurnulation. The sanitary inserts are inex 
pensive and generally rnanufactured of paper or plastic and 
are quickly and easily placed on conventional holders for 
single custorner usage and then simply discarded and 
replaced. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A ?exible and disposable sanitary cover comprising a 

base panel, at least a pair of apertures formed in said base 
panel, a sanitary band integrally joined to said base panel 
around the periphery of each of said apertures and extending 
doWnWardly therefrom, and a strengthening rib formed in 
said base panel and extending betWeen said pair of apertures. 
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2. Asanitary cover according to claim 1 Wherein a locking 

band is integrally joined to the outer peripheral edge of said 
base panel and extends doWnWardly therefrorn. 

3. A sanitary cover according to claim 2 Wherein said 
locking band is of a concave con?guration. 

4. Asanitary cover according to claim 2 Wherein rnultiple 
dirnples are formed on said locking band. 

5. A sanitary cover according to claim 1 Wherein an inner 
edge is formed in said base panel. 

6. A sanitary cover according to claim 5 Wherein a 
sanitary band is integrally joined to said base panel around 
said inner edge and extends doWnWardly therefrorn. 

7. Asanitary cover according to claim 5 Wherein rnultiple 
offsets are formed around said inner edge. 

8. Asanitary cover according to claim 5 Wherein a locking 
band is integrally joined to said base panel around said inner 
edge and extends upWardly therefrorn. 

9. A sanitary cover according to claim 5 Wherein said 
inner edge is circular. 

10. A sanitary cover according to claim 5 Wherein a 
locking band is integrally joined to said base panel around 
said inner edge and extends doWnWardly therefrorn. 


