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RAPIDLY-RESPONDING DIODE DETECTOR 
WITH TEMPERATURE COMPENSATION 

BACKGROUND 

This invention relates to diode detectors and more par 
ticularly to a diode detector that is used for regulating the 
level of a radio-frequency (RF) signal and that is stabilized 
against variations of temperature and other parameters. Such 
a diode detector may be included in a radio telephone for 
regulating the output poWer of the telephone’s transmitter. 

Regulator loops having stabilized or compensated diode 
detectors are used in many applications Where the alternat 
ing current (a.c.) output signal from an ampli?er or other 
component is monitored to ensure a correct level. One 
exemplary application is a radio telephone, Where the RF 
output signal from the telephone transmitter’s poWer ampli 
?er is monitored to ensure that it has the correct transmission 
poWer level. Temperature-compensated detectors are fre 
quently used for this purpose because the response of a diode 
detector usually varies With temperature to an unacceptable 
extent. This is particularly so for portable devices like radio 
telephones, Which can experience extremes of both heat and 
cold and yet must maintain Well-de?ned output poWer levels 
to avoid interfering With other devices. 

Diode detectors are also useful in other parts of a radio 
telephone netWork. In a typical cellular radio telephone 
communication system, transceivers are located at multiple 
?xed sites throughout a geographic area for providing radio 
communication in their respective surrounding coverage 
areas, Which are usually called cells. Each ?xed site trans 
ceiver provides an interface betWeen the public sWitched 
telephone netWork and portable radio telephones and other 
remote terminals located in its cell. The ?xed site transceiv 
ers and radio telephones communicate by exchanging RF 
signals, employing various modes of operation (analog, 
digital, and hybrids) and access techniques such as fre 
quency division multiple access (FDMA), time division 
multiple access (TDMA), code division multiple access 
(CDMA), and hybrids of these techniques. 

In current cellular communication systems, communica 
tion channels are implemented by frequency-modulating RF 
carrier signals that have frequencies near 800 megahertZ 
(MHZ), 900 MHZ, 1800 MHZ, and/or 1900 MHZ. Other 
current communication systems operate at other frequencies 
in the RF portion of the electromagnetic spectrum, such as 
the “Bluetooth” system at 2400 MHZ. The output signals 
from ampli?ers in such systems, for example the ampli?ers 
in a cellular system’s ?xed sites, may also be monitored to 
ensure that they have the correct signal level. 

One approach to meeting the poWer control requirements 
of these communication systems is to provide a stable RF 
signal detecting circuit that is not susceptible to variations in 
temperature and poWer supply voltage. Accordingly, there is 
a need for an improved signal detecting circuit that is highly 
stable and linear over a Wide range of variations in both 
temperature and poWer supply voltage. Many other appli 
cations Would also bene?t from such an improved signal 
detecting circuit. 
US. Pat. No. 4,523,155 discloses a temperature compen 

sated diode detector, Where a detector diode is incorporated 
in a half-Wave recti?er. The compensator diode has a double 
function, as it partly compensates for the temperature depen 
dence of the detector diode, and partly forms part of a bias 
circuit, Whereby the voltage on the detector diode input is 
raised to a value corresponding to the voltage drop across the 
detector diode When it is conductive. The voltage on the 
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2 
detector diode output corresponds to the RF signal When it 
is positive, and otherWise assumes the value Zero. 

European Patent Publication No. EP 0 834 987 describes 
a regulator loop for controlling the RF output poWer from a 
poWer ampli?er of a radio telephone that has a diode 
detector for detecting an RF signal from the poWer ampli?er 
and for providing an output signal in response thereto, a 
controlling circuit for generating a control signal for the 
poWer ampli?er that depends on the output signal from the 
diode detector and a reference signal representing the 
desired output poWer of the poWer ampli?er. A portion of 
such a transmitter is shoWn in FIG. 1. 

An RF signal is provided at an input of a poWer ampli?er 
3, in Which the signal is ampli?ed to achieve the desired 
transmission poWer level at the ampli?er’s output. A direc 
tional coupler 4 disposed at the output of the poWer ampli?er 
3 generates, via an inductive coupling, a loop signal repre 
senting the output signal of the poWer ampli?er 3. The loop 
signal is fed to a diode detector 5 (shoWn schematically as 
a single diode), Which generates a dc. output signal that is 
proportional to the loop signal and thus the output of the 
poWer ampli?er. The output signal of the diode detector 5 
and a poWer control signal are summed up by tWo resistors 
R10 and R11, thereby generating an error signal that is 
ampli?ed by a loop ampli?er 6, the output of Which controls 
the gain of the poWer ampli?er 3. 

According to EP 0 834 987, the diode detector 5 is a 
voltage divider con?guration forming part of a dc. path 
across Which a dc. bias is applied. The voltage divider 
con?guration is a serial connection of tWo resistors, a 
detector diode, and a compensator diode, and the input and 
the output of the diode detector 5 are connected to respective 
terminals of the detector diode in the dc. path. 

Another diode detector is described in US. Pat. No. 
4,523,155 to WalcZak et al. A detector diode and a compen 
sator diode are provided, although the diodes are not serially 
connected. The detector diode is forWard-biassed by a 
generator that includes the compensator diode, Which is 
selected to provide temperature compensation. 

U.S. Pat. No. 5,448,770 to Hietala et al. also describes a 
diode detector in Which tWo diodes are not serially con 
nected. The temperature coef?cients of the diodes are com 
pensated by a complex arrangement that generates the 
diodes’ bias currents such that the currents have oppositely 
directed temperature coef?cients. 

These previous diode detectors suffer from various 
disadvantages, such as circuit complexity and/or imperfect 
temperature compensation. Accordingly, there is a need for 
a simpler diode detector that is better compensated than 
previous devices. 

SUMMARY 

Applicant’s invention provides diode detectors that are 
highly stable and linear over a Wide range of variations in 
both temperature and poWer supply voltage and can be used 
to regulate a.c. signals produced by devices that are respon 
sive to control signals. 

In one aspect of the invention, such a diode detector 
includes a detector diode and a ?rst resistor in series, a 
capacitor connected betWeen the junction of ?rst resistor and 
the detector diode and a reference potential, and a compen 
sator diode and a second resistor in series With each other 
and With the detector diode and ?rst resistor. An input a.c. 
signal is provided to a ?rst terminal of the detector diode, 
and a recti?ed signal is provided at the junction of the 
detector diode, the ?rst resistor, and the capacitor. The 
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detector diode and the compensator diode have temperature 
coef?cients that are substantially the same, and those diodes 
have the same polarities. 

The diode detector may be used With an interface com 
ponent such as an output buffer ampli?er, With the diode 
detector’s output signal being provided to an input of the 
buffer ampli?er and the buffer ampli?er having an input bias 
current that is loW relative to an average recti?ed signal 
current through the compensator diode. The detector diode 
and the compensator diode may be Schottky-type diodes and 
the output buffer ampli?er may be a FET-input operational 
ampli?er. 

The diode detector may further include a reference volt 
age source disposed in series With the compensator diode 
and the second resistor, With the reference voltage source 
being connected to either the second resistor or the com 
pensator diode, according to Which of those devices is not 
directly connected to the detector diode. 

In another aspect of the invention, a signal generator 
having a regulated output is provided. The signal generator 
includes an ampli?er having an ampli?er output signal of a 
magnitude that is responsive to a control signal; a coupler 
that receives the ampli?er output signal and generates an ac. 
signal that corresponds to the ampli?er output signal; a 
detector diode and a ?rst resistor in series; a capacitor 
connected betWeen the junction betWeen the detector diode 
and ?rst resistor and a reference potential; a compensator 
diode and a second resistor in series With each other and With 
the detector diode and ?rst resistor; and an interface com 
ponent such as an output buffer ampli?er. 

The ac. signal produced by the coupler is provided to a 
?rst terminal of the detector diode, and a recti?ed signal is 
provided at the junction of the detector diode and the ?rst 
resistor. The detector diode and the compensator diode have 
temperature coef?cients that are substantially the same, and 
those diodes have the same polarities. The buffer ampli?er 
has an input bias current that is loW relative to an average 
recti?ed signal current through the compensator diode. 

The detector diode and the compensator diode may be 
Schottky-type diodes and the output buffer ampli?er may be 
a FET-input operational ampli?er. The signal generator may 
further include a reference voltage source disposed in series 
With the compensator diode and the second resistor, With the 
reference voltage source being connected to either the 
second resistor or the compensator diode, according to 
Which of those devices is not directly connected to the 
detector diode. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The objects and advantages of Applicant’s invention Will 
be understood by reading this description in conjunction 
With the draWings, in Which: 

FIG. 1 shoWs a portion of a prior transmitter; 
FIGS. 2A and 2B are diagrams of alternative con?gura 

tions of a diode detector in accordance With Applicant’s 
invention; 

FIG. 3 shoWs another alternative con?guration of a diode 
detector in accordance With Applicant’s invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

Although the invention Will be explained in connection 
With a regulation loop of a poWer ampli?er in a radio 
telephone, the invention may be applied in other environ 
ments in Which it is desired to determine the level of or to 
regulate an ac. signal, even very loW frequency a.c. signals. 
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4 
FIGS. 2A and 2B are diagrams of alternative con?gura 

tions of an improved diode detector 100 in accordance With 
Applicant’s invention con?gured for determining the level 
of a signal generated by a coupler that corresponds to the 
output of a poWer ampli?er PA. The detector 100 comprises 
a serial con?guration of a detector diode 102, a compensator 
diode 104, and resistors 106, 108. A capacitor 110 is 
included for holding the charge passed by the detector diode 
102. An output signal generated by the diode detector 100 is 
provided to an interface component 112 for reasons that are 
explained in more detail beloW. 

In the arrangements shoWn in FIGS. 2A and 2B, the input 
signal is provided to one terminal of the detector diode 102, 
and the output signal generated by the diode detector 100 
that corresponds to the level of the input signal is picked off 
betWeen the resistors 106, 108. The order of the compensator 
diode 104 and the resistor 108 is not currently believed to be 
critical, i.e., the diode 104 and resistor 108 can be inter 
changed since their order has no effect on the operation of 
the detector 100. FIG. 2A shoWs those components in one 
order and FIG. 2B shoWs those components in the other 
order; otherWise, FIG. 2A is identical to FIG. 2B. 
At least to a ?rst-order approximation, both diodes 102, 

104 have the same average current because they are serially 
connected. If both resistors 106, 108 have the same resis 
tance value, then it is easy to see that the voltage at the input 
to the buffer (the output generated by the detector 100) is 
one-half of the a.c.-input voltage from the coupler. This 
simple assumption is a very good approximation in practice 
as shoWn by computer simulation and experimental mea 
surements. 

It Will be understood that the frequency of the signal being 
sensed, i.e., the frequency of the outputs of the coupler and 
poWer ampli?er, affects the type of diodes that are suitable 
for the diodes 102, 104. At the frequencies typical of cellular 
radio telephony, Schottky diodes are suitable, With diodes 
having loW breakdoWn voltages currently being preferred 
since they have loWer capacitance. The HP 282X series and 
in particular the HSMS 382K devices are matched, high 
isolation, Schottky diodes that are available from HeWlett 
Packard and are suitable. Such diodes can result in a detector 
100 having a maximum output voltage of about four volts 
(limited by the breakdoWn voltage of the diodes) and having 
substantially the same response to signals at 900 MHZ and 
1900 MHZ. 

Of course, in general the diodes should be equal, i.e., have 
the same temperature coef?cient, and have the same tem 
perature in order for the output signal of the detector 100 to 
be temperature compensated. Thus, both diodes preferably 
are the same type and both are disposed together in a 
common encapsulation. In general, it is necessary to mini 
miZe coupling betWeen the diodes to avoid signal recti?ca 
tion by the compensator diode 104. Thus, for high frequency 
a.c. signals like those described above (800—2500 MHZ), the 
diodes can be disposed in one encapsulation on separate 
substrates With an intervening shield for isolation as in the 
HP devices identi?ed above. As the frequency of the ac. 
signal being sensed decreases, recti?cation by the compen 
sator diode due to ac. coupling betWeen the diodes becomes 
less and less of a concern, permitting other Ways of achiev 
ing the desired diode commonality to be used, e.g., by using 
the base-emitter or gate-source diodes of a pair of matched 
transistors. It Will be appreciated that it is possible to ensure 
that the diodes have the same temperature in a variety of 
Ways other than disposition in a common encapsulation. 

The values of the resistors 106, 108 should generally be 
selected to prevent excessive loading of the coupler and 
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power ampli?er PA and any following components by the 
detector 100. Applicant has obtained satisfactory perfor 
mance When resistors 106, 108 are each 4.7 kilohms. 
Similarly, the value of the capacitor 110 should generally be 
selected to enable the output of the detector 100 to change 
rapidly enough to re?ect suf?ciently accurately changes in 
the level of the signal being monitored. Applicant has found 
that if the capacitor 110 is 4 picofarads, then the rise time of 
the output signal of the detector 100 is less than about one 
microsecond for detector output signals of about 100 milli 
volts. The capacitor 110 generally Will have a larger value as 
the frequency of the input signal decreases. 

The considerations that drive the selection of these values 
in Applicant’s detector are substantially the same as the 
considerations that drive the selection of comparable com 
ponents in other diode detectors. For example, the capacitor 
110 advantageously smooths the recti?ed voltage at the 
junction 114 of the detector diode 102, resistor 106, and 
capacitor 110, holding that voltage betWeen the peaks of the 
input a.c. signal, i.e., the ac. signal applied to the other 
terminal of the diode 102. The droop of the recti?ed signal 
betWeen the peaks of the input signal depends on the 
frequency of the input signal and the values of the capacitor 
110 and resistors 106, 108. It Will be appreciated that the 
recti?ed signal current ?oWs through the resistors 106, 108 
and the compensator diode 104 and that a scaled replica of 
the recti?ed signal voltage appears at the other terminal of 
the resistor 106. 

For accurate compensation, it is important that the com 
ponents that interface the output of the diode detector 100 to 
the rest of the environment, such as the buffer 112, do not 
add or subtract a current sufficient to noticeably upset the 
equality of the currents in both diodes 102, 104. In other 
Words, the buffer 112 or other interface components should 
have a loW bias current. One kind of buffer ampli?er that can 
be suitable is an operational ampli?er having input ?eld 
effect transistors (FETs). Typical FET-input op amps have 
input bias currents that are “loW”, i.e., negligible compared 
to the current ?oWing through the above-noted Schottky 
type diodes 102, 104 for the minimal desired detector output 
signal, for a minimal desired detector output signal in the 
order of 50—100 millivolts. This type of op amp is usually 
thought to have a large input offset voltage, but today this 
type of op amp can be obtained having offset voltages of 
only a feW millivolts, bias currents of substantially Zero, and 
loW cost. 

It Will be understood that the choice of a particular 
interface component such as the buffer 112 is not affected by 
the frequency of the signal Whose level is being determined 
by the detector 100. The parameters affecting the choice are 
the usual ones: bias current, offset voltage, rise time, etc., 
Which themselves are chosen based on the characteristics 
desired for the interface’s output signal as Well as for 
sufficiently small loading of the diode detector. In theory, the 
input bias current of the interface component should be Zero, 
but in practice one can usually tolerate some amount of input 
bias current. 

HoW much bias current is tolerable, i.e., “loW” or 
“negligible”, for a given diode detector is determined by the 
degree of output linearity and temperature stability desired 
for a particular application. The output signal of the detector 
100 appears to decrease substantially linearly With decreases 
of the input signal until the recti?ed signal current becomes 
small enough for the departure from linearity caused by the 
input bias current of an interface component like the ampli 
?er 112 to be noticeable. Moreover, as the recti?ed signal 
decreases, the recti?ed signal current ?oWing through the 
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6 
detector diode 102 becomes relatively more and more dif 
ferent (i.e., by the input bias current) from the recti?ed 
signal current ?oWing through the compensator diode 104, 
With the result that the temperature coefficient of the com 
pensator diode 104 becomes more and more different from 
the temperature coefficient of the diode 102. Applicant 
currently believes that the input bias current of an interface 
component like buffer 112 is negligible, or loW, When the 
bias current is on the order of about one percent of the 
average recti?ed signal current ?oWing through the com 
pensator diode 104. 

Applicant’s diode detector can be used advantageously in 
any of the environments in Which previous diode detectors, 
such as those described above, are used. For eXample, the 
output of the interface components (buffer ampli?er 112 in 
the Figures) can be used as the basis for a control signal to 
Which the ampli?er PA is responsive. Various details of such 
a regulated signal generator can be seen schematically in 
FIG. 1 and can be understood from the literature, including 
the documents cited above. Accordingly, further description 
here is unnecessary. 

The arrangements of Applicant’s diode detector that are 
shoWn in FIGS. 2A and 2B produce positive (With respect to 
ground) output voltages at the inputs of the buffer ampli?ers 
112 that increase as the poWer levels of the signals produced 
by the couplers increase. This characteristic can be modi?ed 
in many Ways if some other behavior is desired, e.g., if the 
detector output voltage should decrease as the poWer level 
increases. One Way to obtain a desired characteristic is to 
provide suitable interface components, such as further signal 
conditioning components at the output of the buffer 112. The 
interface components, Which might be a digital signal pro 
cessor or other logic arrangement, Would accept the output 
of detector 100 as input and then manipulate the signal as 
needed to obtain the desired characteristic. 

Another Way to obtain a desired characteristic is to change 
the orientation of the components of the detector 100. For 
eXample, reversing the polarities of the diodes 102, 104 
yields an output voltage from the buffer ampli?er 112 that is 
negative With respect to ground and that becomes more 
negative as the sensed poWer level increases. As another 
eXample illustrated by FIG. 3, the output characteristic can 
be changed by serially connecting the diodes 102, 104 and 
resistors 106, 108 betWeen the coupler and a positive or 
negative reference voltage 116, rather than ground, and With 
diode polarities either reversed or not With respect to those 
shoWn in FIGS. 2A, 2B. An additional resistor 118 and 
coupling capacitor 120 for do blocking are preferably 
included. In this Way, the output signal of the diode detector 
100 can be made more or less positive or negative, depend 
ing on the reference voltage, and made increasing or 
decreasing for increasing sensed poWer level, depending on 
the polarities of the diodes. 
One important difference betWeen Applicant’s diode 

detector 100 and previous diode detectors such as those 
described in EP 0 834 987 is that the diode detector 
described in the EP document is not con?gured to equaliZe 
the average current in the detector and compensator diodes. 
In fact, just the opposite is true in the EP document’s 
detectors, the performance curves of Which shoW a tempera 
ture dependent output voltage. 

To get performance that is similar to the performance of 
a detector in accordance With Applicant’s invention, one 
might use tWo d.c.-biassed diodes and a balanced ampli?er, 
Where one diode is a reference, the other diode is a recti?er, 
and the difference betWeen the recti?er voltage and the 
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reference voltage is taken as the output. The problems With 
such an arrangement are discussed above. An important 
advantage of a detector in accordance With Applicant’s 
invention is that high performance, i.e., excellent tempera 
ture stability, loW complexity, and loW cost, is obtained 
Without using either a d.c.-bias or a balanced ampli?er. 

It Will be understood that it is not necessary in general for 
the resistors 106, 108 to have the same values, although they 
must have substantially the same temperature coef?cients. 
Moreover, one of the advantages of Applicant’s diode detec 
tor is that it does not have to be temperature stabiliZed, eg 
by mounting all of the components in an oven, provided that 
the diodes 102, 104 have matching temperature coef?cients, 
the resistors 106, 108 have matching temperature coef? 
cients (that are not necessarily the same as the diodes’ 
temperature coef?cients), and that the output voltage of the 
buffer ampli?er 112 has a suitable temperature coef?cient 
over the desired operating temperature range. 

Applicant’s invention is described above With reference to 
particular embodiments, and it Will be readily apparent to 
those skilled in the art that it is possible to embody the 
invention in forms other than those described above. The 
particular embodiments described above are merely illus 
trative and should not be considered restrictive in any Way. 
The scope of the invention is determined given by the 
folloWing claims, and all variations and equivalents that fall 
Within the range of the claims are intended to be embraced 
therein. 

I claim: 
1. A diode detector for generating an output signal that 

folloWs an input a.c. signal, comprising: 
a detector diode and a ?rst resistor in series, the input a.c. 

signal being provided to a ?rst terminal of the detector 
diode, a recti?ed signal being provided at a second 
terminal of the detector diode that is connected to a ?rst 
terminal of the ?rst resistor, the detector diode having 
a temperature coefficient, and the output signal being 
provided at a second terminal of the ?rst resistor; 

a capacitor having a ?rst terminal connected via a loW 
impedance path to the second terminal of the detector 
diode and a second terminal connected to a reference 
potential; and 

a compensator diode and a second resistor in series, the 
compensator diode and second resistor being disposed 
in series With the detector diode and ?rst resistor, the 
output signal being provided to one of a ?rst terminal 
of the compensator diode and a ?rst terminal of the 
second resistor, and the compensator diode having 
substantially the same temperature coef?cient and the 
same polarity as the detector diode. 

2. The diode detector of claim 1, further comprising an 
output buffer ampli?er, the output signal being provided to 
an input of the buffer ampli?er and the buffer ampli?er 
having an input bias current that is loW relative to an average 
recti?ed signal current through the compensator diode. 
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3. The diode detector of claim 2, Wherein the detector 

diode and the compensator diode are Schottky-type diodes 
and the output buffer ampli?er is a FET-input operational 
ampli?er. 

4. The diode detector of claim 1, further comprising a 
reference voltage source disposed in series With the com 
pensator diode and the second resistor, the reference voltage 
source being accordingly connected to one of a second 
terminal of the second resistor and a second terminal of the 
compensator diode, Whereby a level of the output signal can 
be selected. 

5. A signal generator having a regulated output, compris 
ing: 

an ampli?er having an ampli?er output signal of a mag 
nitude that is responsive to a control signal; 

a coupler that receives the ampli?er output signal and 
generates an ac. signal that corresponds to the ampli 
?er output signal; 

a detector diode and a ?rst resistor in series, the ac. signal 
being provided to a ?rst terminal of the detector diode, 
a recti?ed signal being provided at a second terminal of 
the detector diode that is connected to a ?rst terminal of 
the ?rst resistor, the detector diode having a tempera 
ture coef?cient, and a detector output signal being 
provided at a second terminal of the ?rst resistor; 

a capacitor having a ?rst terminal connected via a loW 
impedance path to the second terminal of the detector 
diode and a second terminal connected to a reference 
potential; 

a compensator diode and a second resistor in series, the 
compensator diode and second resistor being disposed 
in series With the detector diode and ?rst resistor, the 
detector output signal being provided to one of a ?rst 
terminal of the compensator diode and a ?rst terminal 
of the second resistor, and the compensator diode 
having substantially the same temperature coef?cient 
and the same polarity as the detector diode; and 

an output buffer ampli?er, the detector output signal being 
provided to an input of the output buffer ampli?er, the 
output buffer ampli?er having an input bias current that 
is loW relative to an average recti?ed signal current 
through the compensator diode, and the control signal 
being based on an output of the output buffer ampli?er. 

6. The signal generator of claim 5, Wherein the detector 
diode and the compensator diode are Schottky-type diodes 
and the output buffer ampli?er is a FET-input operational 
ampli?er. 

7. The signal generator of claim 5, further comprising a 
reference voltage source disposed in series With the com 
pensator diode and the second resistor, the reference voltage 
source being accordingly connected to one of a second 
terminal of the second resistor and a second terminal of the 
compensator diode, Whereby a level of the detector output 
signal can be selected. 

* * * * * 


