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KITCHEN UTENSIL HAVING A LENGTH 
ADJUSTING DEVICE 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 
The present invention relates to a utensil and, more 

particularly, to an improved kitchen utensil having an adjust 
ing device so as to adjust a length thereof. 

2. Brief Description of the Prior Art 
Kitchen utensils involve many different types of forks, 

turners, lifters or spoons, each of the above mentioned 
kitchen utensils has a handle and a utility head ?xedly 
connected to an end of the handle. HoWever, the length of 
the Whole utensil is unchanged so that it is often seen many 
kitchen utensils are equipped With many siZes in order to be 
used in different situations. Therefore, a kitchen has to leave 
a special room to keep these kitchen utensils. Even for a fork 
for example, a user has to buy more than one so as to have 
different lengths. In fact, some of the kitchen utensils are not 
used so often and they occupy a lot of space. This is 
troublesome for those Who has a small kitchen. 

The present invention intends to provide an improved 
kitchen utensil having a length adjusting device so as to 
adjust a length of the kitchen utensils according to users’ 
needs. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

In one aspect of the present invention, there is provided a 
kitchen utensil comprising a loWer portion having at least 
tWo longitudinal ?rst ?anges extending upWardly from an 
upper side thereof and a tubular portion extending upWardly 
from the upper side of the loWer portion so as to receive a 
spring and a ball therein. An upper portion has tWo longi 
tudinal second ?anges extending from an underside thereof 
and an aperture de?ned therethrough Which is located 
betWeen the tWo second ?anges. 
An elongated strip has a plurality of holes de?ned there 

through and a utility head formed to one of tWo ends thereof. 
The strip is disposed betWeen the loWer and the upper 
portions. An operation member is disposed betWeen the 
upper portion and the strip, the operation member having a 
top extending from the aperture and a protrusion extending 
doWnWardly therefrom so as to extend through one of the 
holes and contact the ball. An arm extends from the opera 
tion member and has a tip so as to be inserted into another 
hole. 

It is an object of the present invention to provide a kitchen 
utensil Wherein a distance betWeen a utility head and a 
handle is adjustable. 

It is another object of the present invention to provide a 
kitchen utensil Which utility head is replaceable. 

Other objects, advantages, and novel features of the 
invention Will become more apparent from the folloWing 
detailed description When taken in conjunction With the 
accompanying draWings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is an exploded vieW of a kitchen utensil in 
accordance With the present invention; 

FIG. 2 is a perspective vieW of an upper portion the 
present invention so as to see an underside thereof; 

FIG. 3 is a top plan vieW to shoW the kitchen utensil of the 
present invention; 

FIG. 4 is a side elevational vieW, partly in section, of the 
kitchen utensil of the present invention; 

10 

15 

25 

35 

45 

55 

65 

2 
FIG. 5 is an illustrative vieW to shoW an arrangement of 

an operation member disposed to the kitchen utensil; 
FIG. 6 is an illustrative vieW to shoW When the operation 

member is pushed; 
FIG. 7 is an illustrative vieW to shoW the kitchen utensil 

in different length status; 
FIG. 8 is an illustrative vieW to shoW that different strips 

are replaceably cooperated to the kitchen utensil of the 
present invention, and 

FIG. 9 is a perspective vieW of another embodiment of the 
kitchen utensil in accordance With the present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

Referring to the draWings and initially to FIGS. 1 through 
5, a kitchen utensil in accordance With the present invention 
generally includes a loWer portion 10, an upper portion 20 
and a metal elongated strip 30 sandWiched betWeen the 
upper and the loWer portion 20, 10. The loWer portion 10 has 
at least tWo longitudinal ?rst ?anges 11 extending upWardly 
from an upper side thereof and a tubular portion 12 extend 
ing upWardly from the upper side of the loWer portion 10 so 
as to receive a spring 13 and a ball 16 therein. 

The upper portion 20 has tWo longitudinal second ?anges 
23 extending from an underside thereof and an aperture 22 
de?ned therethrough Which is located betWeen the tWo 
second ?anges 23. Each of the tWo second ?anges 23 has a 
cavity 24 de?ned therethrough. A stop 21 extends upWardly 
from an upper side of the upper portion 20 and is located 
beside the aperture 22. 

The elongated strip 30 has a plurality of ?rst holes 31 and 
second holes 33 de?ned therethrough and a utility head 300 
is formed to one of tWo ends thereof. The strip 30 is disposed 
betWeen the ?rst ?anges 11 of the loWer portion 10 and the 
second ?anges 23 of the upper portion 20. The strip 30 
further has tWo third ?anges 32 extending laterally from tWo 
opposite sides thereof so as to be respectively disposed 
beside the ?rst ?anges 11 of the loWer portion 10. The upper 
and the loWer portion 20, 10 are ?xedly connected to each 
other by a suitable manner such as by gluing, and the loWer 
portion 10 has a ring member 90 attached to an end thereof. 
An operation member 14 is disposed betWeen the upper 

portion 20 and the strip 30, Wherein the operation member 
14 has a top extending from the aperture 22 and a protrusion 
141 extending doWnWardly therefrom so as to extend 
through one of the ?rst holes 31 and contact the ball 16. An 
arm 15 extending from the operation member 14 and has a 
tip 15 so as to be inserted into one of the second holes 33. 
The operation member 14 has tWo pins 17 respectively 
extending from tWo opposite sides thereof so as to be 
received in the tWo cavities 24. 

Referring to FIG. 6, When adjusting the strip 30, a user 
(not shoWn) pushes the top 14 of the operation member 14 
so as to lift the tip 150 from the second hole 33 such that the 
strip 30 can be moved to a desired position, and the tip 150 
is then inserted into another second hole 33 to position the 
strip 30. Therefore, referring to FIG. 7, the strip 30 can be 
adjusted according to needs of the user. Of course, referring 
to FIG. 8, the strip 30 can be replaced With others 40—60. 
The stop 21 prevents from touching the top 14 unintention 
ally. 

Referring to FIG. 9, tWo kitchen utensils can be connected 
by a U-shaped plate 80 betWeen tWo handle portions so as 
to form a pair of tongs or the like. 

Although the invention has been explained in relation to 
its preferred embodiment, it is to be understood that many 
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other possible modi?cations and variations can be made 
Without departing from the spirit and scope of the invention 
as hereinafter claimed. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A kitchen utensil comprising: 
a loWer portion having at least tWo longitudinal ?rst 

?anges extending upWardly from an upper side thereof, 
a tubular portion extending upWardly from said upper 
side of said loWer portion; 

a ball and spring for biasing said ball disposed in said 
tubular portion of said loWer portion; 

an upper portion having tWo longitudinal second ?anges 
extending from an underside thereof and an aperture 
de?ned therethrough Which is located betWeen said tWo 
second ?anges; 

an elongated strip having a plurality of holes de?ned 
therethrough and a utility head formed to one of tWo 
ends thereof, said strip disposed betWeen said loWer 
and said upper portions, and 

an operation member disposed betWeen said upper portion 
and said strip, said operation member having a top 
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extending from said aperture and a protrusion extend 
ing doWnWardly therefrom to extend into one of said 
holes and contact said ball, an arm extending from said 
operation member and having a tip for insertion into 
another hole. 

2. The kitchen utensil as claimed in claim 1 Wherein said 
upper portion has a stop extending upWardly from an upper 
side thereof and is located beside said aperture. 

3. The kitchen utensil as claimed in claim 1 Wherein said 
strip is sandWiched betWeen said ?rst and said second 
?anges. 

4. The kitchen utensil as claimed in claim 1 Wherein said 
tWo second ?anges each have a cavity de?ned therethrough 
and said operation member has tWo pins respectively 
extending form tWo opposite sides thereof to be received in 
said tWo cavities. 

5. The kitchen utensil as claimed in claim 1 Wherein said 
strip has tWo third ?anges extending laterally from tWo 
opposite sides thereof so as to be respectively disposed 
beside said ?rst ?anges of said loWer portion. 

* * * * * 


