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FILTERING METHOD TO ALLOW FDD AND 
TDD OPERATION IN PCS 

TRANSRECEIVERS 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The ?eld of the invention pertains to Wireless communi 
cation transreceivers including, more particularly, transre 
ceivers capable of FDD and TDD operation. 

DESCRIPTION OF RELATED ART 

One method of providing duplex communication is 
through use of FDD (Frequency Division Duplex) protocols 
in Which frequency allocations in the PCS band is split into 
a forWard sub-band and a reverse sub-band. This split can 
accommodate FDD Where transmission is limited to one of 
the sub-bands. HoWever, this split presents a problem to 
coexisting TDD (Time Division Duplex) systems Which 
transmit and receive on the same frequency and can use 
either of the frequency sub-bands for transmission. 
ShoWn in FIG. 1 is a knoWn implementation of a TDMA 

FDD system, such as PCS-1900 or IS-136 With a sWitch 
placed betWeen the radio and the antenna. The sWitch, 
placed before the forWard and reverse channel ?lters, selec 
tively routes the RF signal path either to the receiver or from 
the transmitter in response to the mode of the transreceiver 
(either transmit or receive). The receiver subsystem Will 
typically employ a bandpass ?lter tuned to the forWard 
channel, and the transmitter subsystem Will typically employ 
a ?lter tuned to the reverse channel. As a result of this sWitch 
placement, only the forWard channel path or only the reverse 
channel path may be selected. This con?guration precludes 
transmission and reception in both the forWard channel 
frequency band or the reverse channel frequency band, 
thereby limiting the available frequency bands for a TDD 
system. Other knoWn implementations remove the sWitch 
entirely to alloW simultaneous transmit and receive (e.g., 
IS-54 and IS-19) but are still limited to different frequencies. 

While a transreceiver operable in FDD or TDD could 
employ duplexers, or dual ?lters, for FDD operation plus an 
additional ?lter and sWitch for TDD operation, since either 
the TDD or FDD mode uses its oWn set of ?lters, one set of 
components Will be under utiliZed rendering the system cost 
inef?cient. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention comprises a transreceiver architec 
ture that alloWs a common set of ?lters to be used for either 
FDD (Frequency Division Duplex) or TDD (Time Division 
Duplex) operation in a given range of frequencies, thereby 
reducing circuitry count and implementation costs. 
Accordingly, the present invention alloWs operation in a full 
or half-duplex TDD or FDD system. 

In a preferred embodiment of the invention, sWitches are 
incorporated after the forWard and reverse channel ?lters to 
create three paths controlled by predetermined logic. This 
con?guration permits use of both the forWard and reverse 
channel ?lters for a TDD system and combines the forWard 
and reverse channel ?lters to create a ?lter that can pass both 
frequency sub-bands. These single device frequency duplex 
ers are often commercially available, thereby alloWing for 
ease in implementation and cost reduction. 

Some frequency allocation plans, such as those in the 
USA, often have a frequency band betWeen the transmit and 
receive regions. In the USA, this frequency band can be 
referred to as the “unlicensed frequency band” and can be 
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2 
used for TDD only. An alternative preferred embodiment 
comprises an additional ?lter to alloW exploitation of mul 
tiple frequency bands for transmission and reception. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a knoWn TDMA-FDD transreceiver architecture. 

FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram of a transreceiver of the 
present invention. 

FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram of a second transreceiver of 
the present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

Referring to FIG. 1, the knoWn TDMA-FDD capable 
architecture depicts an antenna 1 electrically coupled to 
forWard channel ?lters 2 and reverse channel ?lters 3, each 
tuned to a different frequency F1 and F2 respectively. Thus, 
in the knoWn FDD transreceiver the sWitch 4 Will be placed 
in the Rx position to connect the antenna to channel ?lter 2 
to receive signals and Will be placed in the Tx position to 
connect the antenna 1 to the reverse channel ?lter 3 to 
transmit signals. While more than one antenna and more 
than one set of forWard and reverse channels Will usually be 
employed, only one set is described herein for simplicity and 
ef?ciency. Alternatively, the antenna 1 can be split into a 
receive and transmit antenna, each individually connected to 
a respective ?lter (not shoWn). 
As the preferred dual mode FDD/T DD transreceiver, 

depicted in FIG. 2, the forWard channel ?lter 11 and the 
reverse channel ?lter 12 are tuned to different frequencies F1 
and F2 respectively, both connected to the antenna 10 
Without the typical Tx/Rx sWitch 4 interposed betWeen them. 
Instead, a TDD-Tx sWitch 13 is interposed in a receive path 
20 betWeen the forWard channel ?lter 11 and the loW-noise 
ampli?er 16. Also, a TDD/Rx sWitch 14 is interposed in the 
transmit path 22 betWeen the reverse channel ?lter 12 and 
the poWer ampli?er 17. Additionally, an FDD/T DD sWitch 
15 is interposed in TDD path 24 betWeen the receiver and 
transmit paths 20 and 22 respectively. When the dual mode 
FDD/T DD transreceiver is operating in the full or half 
duplex FDD mode, as dictated by the Boolean equations for 
the sWitch states, the TDD/Tx sWitch 13 Will be closed, the 
FDD-TDD sWitch 15 Will be open and the TDD/Rx sWitch 
14 Will be closed. The result is that the diplexer function 
created by the forWard channel ?lter 11 and the reverse 
channel ?lter 12 passes the portion of the signal in the F1 
frequency ranges through the TDD/Tx sWitch 13 to the 
loW-noise ampli?er 16 and into the receive channel. In the 
transmit mode, the output of the transmitter channel is 
passed through the TDD/Rx sWitch 14 to the reverse channel 
?lter 12 and is transmitted by the antenna 10. This func 
tionality represents classical FDD operation. 

Although the ?lters and sWitches may be described having 
input and output ends, signals are being propagated in both 
directions. Thus, although input and output ends may be 
described, such labels are for references and orientation 
purposes. 

If it is desired to operate the dual mode TDD/FDD 
transreceiver in the TDD mode, the FDD-TDD sWitch 15 
Will be closed. In the TDD receive mode, the TDD-Tx 
sWitch 13 Will be closed and the TDD-Rx sWitch 14 Will be 
open. In the TDD transmit mode, the TDD-Rx sWitch 14 Will 
be closed and the TDD-Tx sWitch 13 Will be open. Thus, 
While transmitting in the TDD-Tx mode, the TDD-Rx sWitch 
14 is closed and the output of the transreceiver is applied to 



US 6,212,172 B1 
3 

both the reverse channel ?lter 12 and also the forward 
channel ?lter 11 through the FDD-TDD switch 15. Thus 
signals in both frequency ranges F1 and F2 Will be passed to 
the antenna 10 With minimal loss. When receiving, the 
portion of the received signal in the forWard frequency band 
F1 passes through the forWard channel ?lter 11 and the 
portion of the received signal in the reverse frequency band 
F2 passes through the receive channel through the LNA 16. 

In the preferred embodiment, the forWard channel and 
reverse channel ?lters have a total electrical length betWeen 
their ?lter outputs that is either very small (e.g. less than 
313/20 radians) or equal to n*s'c radians Where ‘n’ is as small 
an integer as possible. The reason for this is that ?lters are 
generally re?ective outside their passband and, in the case of 
typical radio ?lters, behave as open circuits. An open circuit 
translated through a transmission line Whose electrical 
length is a multiple of at radians Will still appear as an open 
circuit. Thus, a signal that is in the forWard passband Will 
pass through the forWard channel ?lters 11 and the reverse 
channel ?lters 12 and Will appear as an open circuit. Since 
the transmission line Will appear as an open circuit, the 
signal is effectively rejected by the circuit, i.e. Will have no 
in?uence on the forWard channel ?lters 11. Should a ?lter 
behave as a short circuit, an additional 313/2 may be added to 
transform the short circuit to an open circuit. 

An alternative preferred arrangement is disclosed in FIG. 
3. The architecture operates in a similar manner as that 
shoWn in FIG. 2 eXcept that an additional bandpass ?lter 19 
permits the system to operate in the TDD mode over an 
additional frequency band F3, such as the “unlicensed 
frequency band”. 
As depicted in FIG. 3, the forWard channel ?lter 11, the 

reverse channel ?lter 12, and the unlicensed band ?lter 19 
are tuned to different frequencies F1, F2, and F3 respectively. 
Each ?lter can be connected to the antenna 10 Without a 
TX/RX sWitch 4 interposed betWeen them. Instead, a TDD 
TX sWitch 13 is interposed in a receive path 30 betWeen the 
forWard channel ?lter 11 and the loW-noise ampli?er 16. 
Also, a TDD/RX sWitch 14 is interposed in the transmit path 
33 betWeen the reverse channel ?lter 12 and the poWer 
ampli?er 17. Additionally, TDD sWitch 34 is interposed in 
TDD path 31 betWeen the forWard channel ?lter 11 and the 
unlicensed band ?lter 19. Finally, TDD sWitch 35 is inter 
posed in TDD path 32 betWeen the reverse channel ?lter 12 
and the unlicensed band ?lter 19. 

When the dual mode FDD/TDD transreceiver is operating 
in the FDD mode, as dictated by the Boolean equations for 
the sWitch states, the TDD/TX sWitch 13 Will be closed, both 
TDD sWitch 34 and TDD sWitch 35 Will be open and the 
TDD/RX sWitch 14 Will be closed. The result is that the 
dipleXer function created by the forWard channel ?lter 11 
and the reverse channel ?lter 12 passes the portion of the 
signal in the F1 frequency ranges through the TDD/TX 
sWitch 13 to the loW-noise ampli?er 16 and into the receive 
channel. In the transmit mode, the output of the transmitter 
channel is passed through the TDD/RX sWitch 14 to the 
reverse channel ?lter 12 and is transmitted by the antenna 
10. This functionality represents classical FDD operation. 

If it is desired to operate the dual mode TDD/FDD 
transreceiver in the TDD mode, unlicensed ?lter 19 can be 
included With forWard channel ?lter 11 and reverse channel 
?lter 12 to accommodate the “unlicensed” frequency band. 
In the TDD receive mode, the TDD-TX sWitch 13 Will be 
closed and the TDD-RX sWitch 14 Will be open. With TDD 
sWitch 34 closed and TDD sWitch 35 open, path 31 to the 
unlicensed band ?lter 19 is completed. Thus, With the 
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4 
TDD-TX sWitch 13 closed, the receive portion of the tran 
sreceiver is applied to both the forWard channel ?lter 11 and 
also the unlicensed ?lter 19. As a result, signals in both 
frequency ranges F1 and F3 Will be received from the 
antenna 10. When TDD sWitch 35 is closed, path 32 is 
completed and the frequency range F2 can pass through the 
reverse channel 12 from the antenna 10. When receiving, the 
portion of the received signal in the forWard frequency band 
F1 passes through the forWard channel ?lter 11 and the 
portion of the received signal in the reverse frequency band 
F2 passes through the receive channel through the LNA 16 
and the frequency band F3 passes through the unlicensed 
channel 19. Thus, With TDD sWitch 34 closed and TDD 
sWitch 35 closed, signals in frequency ranges F1 ,F2 and F3 
Will be received from the antenna 10. 

In the TDD transmit mode, the TDD-RX sWitch 14 Will be 
closed and the TDD-TX sWitch 13 Will be open. With TDD 
sWitch 35 closed and TDD sWitch 34 open, path 32 to the 
unlicensed band ?lter 19 is completed. Thus, the output of 
the transreceiver is applied to both the reverse channel ?lter 
12 and also the unlicensed ?lter 19 through the TDD sWitch 
35. As a result, signals in both frequency ranges F2 and F3 
Will be passed to the antenna 10 With minimal loss. When 
TDD sWitch 34 is closed, path 31 is completed and the 
frequency range F1 can pass through the forWard channel 11 
to the antenna 10. Thus, With TDD sWitch 34 and TDD 
sWitch 35 closed, signals in frequency ranges F1, F2 and F3 
Will be passed to the antenna 10 With minimal loss. In the 
preferred embodiment, the forWard channel and reverse 
channel ?lters have a total electrical length betWeen their 
?lter outputs that is either very small (e.g. less than 313/20 
radians) or equal to n*s'c radians Where ‘n’is as small an 
integer as possible. 
We claim: 
1. A transreceiver architecture comprising: 
an antenna capable of transmitting and receiving signals; 
a forWard channel ?lter, having a signal input end and a 

signal output end, said forWard channel ?lter tuned to 
permit passage of forWard channel frequencies and 
electrically coupled at said signal input end to said 
antenna; 

a reverse channel ?lter, having a signal input end and a 
signal output end, said reverse channel ?lter tuned to 
permit passage of reverse channel frequencies and 
electrically coupled at said signal input in to said 
antenna in parallel With said signal input end of said 
forWard channel ?lter; 

a TDD transmit sWitch having an open and closed position 
and having a signal input end and signal output end, 
said signal input end electrically coupled to said signal 
output end of said forWard channel ?lter; 

an FDD-TDD sWitch having an open and closed position 
and having a signal input end and signal output end said 
signal input end electrically coupled to said output end 
of said forWard channel ?lter and in parallel With said 
input end of said TDD transmit sWitch and said signal 
output end electrically coupled to said signal output end 
of said reverse channel ?lter; and 

a TDD receive sWitch having an open and closed position 
and having a signal input end and signal output end, 
said signal input end electrically coupled to said signal 
output end of said reverse channel ?lter and electrically 
coupled to said output end of said FDD-TDD sWitch. 

2. A transreceiver architecture as in claim 1 Wherein said 
forWard channel ?lter and said reverse channel ?lter com 
prises a frequency dupleXer having a frequency dupleXer 
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signal input end and having a plurality of frequency 
dupleXer signal output ends, said frequency dupleXer input 
end electrically coupled to said antenna and having one of 
said plurality of said frequency dupleXer signal output ends 
electrically coupled With said input end of said TDD trans 
rnit sWitch and having one of said plurality of said frequency 
dupleXer signal output ends electrically coupled With said 
input end of said TDD receive sWitch. 

3. A transreceiver architecture as in claim 1 Wherein said 
output end of said TDD transrnit sWitch is connectable to a 
loW-noise arnpli?er. 

4. A transreceiver architecture as in claim 1 or 3 Wherein 
said output end of said TDD receive sWitch is connectable 
to an arnpli?er. 

5. A transreceiver architecture comprising: 
an antenna capable of transmitting and receiving signals; 
a forWard channel ?lter, having a signal input end and a 

signal output end, said forWard channel ?lter tuned to 
permit passage of forWard channel frequencies and said 
signal input end electrically coupled to said antenna; 

a reverse channel ?lter, having a signal input end and a 
signal output end, said reverse channel ?lter tuned to 
permit passage of reverse channel frequencies and said 
signal input end electrically coupled to said antenna in 
parallel With said signal input end of said forWard 
channel ?lter; 

a TDD transrnit sWitch having an open and closed position 
and having a signal input end and signal output end, 
said signal input end electrically coupled to said signal 
output end of said forWard channel ?lter; 

a ?rst TDD sWitch having an open and closed position and 
having a signal input end and signal output end said 
signal input end electrically coupled both to said output 
end of said forWard channel ?lter and to said input end 
of said TDD transrnit sWitch; 

a second TDD sWitch having an open and closed position 
and having a signal input end and signal output end, 
said signal input end electrically coupled to said signal 
output end of said ?rst TDD sWitch, said signal output 
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end electrically coupled to said signal output end of 
said reverse channel ?lter; 

a bandpass ?lter having a signal input end and a signal 
output end, said ?lter electrically coupled at said signal 
input end to said antenna and said signal output end 
electrically coupled to said signal output end of said 
?rst TDD sWitch and electrically coupled to said signal 
input end of said second TDD sWitch; and 

a TDD receive channel sWitch having an open and closed 
position and having a signal input end and signal output 
end, said signal input end electrically coupled both to 
said signal output end of said reverse channel ?lter and 
said signal output end of said second TDD sWitch. 

6. The transreceiver architecture as in claim 5 Wherein 
said forWard channel ?lter and said reverse channel ?lter are 
replaced by a frequency dupleXer having a frequency 
dupleXer signal input end and having a plurality of fre 
quency dupleXer signal output ends, said frequency dupleXer 
input end electrically coupled to said antenna and having 
one of said plurality of said frequency dupleXer signal output 
ends electrically coupled in With said input end of said TDD 
transrnit sWitch and electrically coupled With said input end 
of said ?rst TDD sWitch and having one of said plurality of 
said frequency dupleXer signal output ends electrically 
coupled in parallel With said input end of said TDD receive 
sWitch and With said output end of said second TDD sWitch. 

7. A transreceiver architecture as in claim 5 Wherein said 
output end of said TDD transrnit sWitch is connectable to a 
loW-noise arnpli?er. 

8. A transreceiver architecture as in claim 5 or 7 Wherein 
said output end of said TDD receive sWitch is connectable 
to an arnpli?er. 

9. A transreceiver architecture as in claim 6 Wherein said 
output end of said TDD transrnit sWitch is connectable to a 
loW-noise arnpli?er. 

10. Atransreceiver architecture as in claim 6 or 9 Wherein 
said output end of said TDD receive sWitch is connectable 
to an arnpli?er. 


