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CARTRIDGE SYSTEM 

BACKGROUND 

1. Field of the Invention 

This invention relates generally to a cartridge system for 
dispensing adhesives, sealants, and similar materials, and 
more particularly comprising a tubular cartridge gun and a 
cartridge Which is designed to be loaded into the cartridge 
gun and of Which the outlet end projects from the cartridge 
gun in the loaded position, the cartridge being provided at its 
outlet end With a receiving spout for attaching a dispensing 
noZZle. 

2. Discussion of Related Art 

KnoWn cartridge systems of this type comprise a tubular 
cartridge gun Which, at the outlet end, has a push-through 
opening for the outlet end of the cartridge. At its outlet end, 
the cartridge has a receiving spout Which is closed at its end 
and carries an external screWthread. Before a cartridge such 
as this—preferably made of plastic—is used, the cap-like 
end of the receiving spout has to be cut off With a knife so 
that a dispensing noZZle can be screWed onto the cartridge 
thus opened, and the cartridge thus equipped can be subse 
quently loaded into the cartridge gun. 

Acartridge system of this type is relatively dif?cult to use 
because a knife or the like is needed to open the cartridge, 
but is often not Within reach. Another disadvantage is that 
the cap-like end cut off has to be disposed of or drops 
uncontrollably onto the ?oor Which is particularly undesir 
able When this cap-like end is soiled With the contents of the 
cartridge—something Which cannot be ruled out. If the 
cartridge is ?lled, for example, With adhesive or a jointing 
compound, this can have unWanted consequences if, as a 
result, residues of the adhesive, for example, adhere to the 
?oor. 

3. Summary of the Invention 
An object of the invention is to improve a cartridge 

system of the type previously mentioned in such a Way that 
handling of the cartridge system in use Would be consider 
ably simpli?ed and, in particular, requires no additional aids 
is apart from the cartridge system itself. 

According to the invention, this and other objects are met 
by a cartridge system of the type mentioned above Wherein 
the receiving spout is closed internally by a piercable 
membrane, and the dispensing noZZle is provided at its 
attachment end With piercing means designed to engage in 
the receiving spout to pierce the membrane. 
By virtue of this design, there is no longer any need to use 

a knife or the like to open the cartridge, the cartridge is 
internally closed in the receiving spout by the membrane and 
can easily be opened quasi-automatically by the attachment 
of the dispensing noZZle to the receiving spout. The cartridge 
thus opened and equipped may then be normally loaded into 
the cartridge gun. Accordingly, When the cartridge is opened, 
there is no Waste Which could drop to the ?oor or Would 
otherWise have to be disposed of. 

In one preferred embodiment, the membrane is arranged 
inside the cartridge at the foot of the receiving spout. This 
avoids unWanted or accidental damage to the membrane 
before the cartridge is used because the membrane itself is 
protected. A protective cap may even be placed on the 
receiving spout. HoWever, this cap cannot be soiled because 
the membrane separates the contents of the cartridge from 
the cap. 

Alternatively, the membrane may be arranged in the 
vicinity of the outlet of the receiving spout. 
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2 
In one particularly advantageous embodiment, the dis 

pensing noZZle consists of a loWer part designed to be ?xed 
to the receiving spout, and an upper part designed for limited 
longitudinal displacement Within the loWer part, and Which 
comprises the piercing means on its inner end. The loWer 
part of the dispensing noZZle may thus be ?tted or screWed 
onto the receiving spout of the cartridge With the cartridge 
still closed and the membrane of the cartridge is automati 
cally pierced by longitudinally displacing the upper part of 
the noZZle into the loWer part, thus releasing the opening of 
the cartridge. The upper part of the dispensing noZZle may 
advantageously be displaced after the cartridge has been 
loaded into the cartridge gun. 

In another particularly advantageous embodiment of the 
invention, in Which the handling of such a tWo-piece dis 
pensing noZZle for opening the cartridge is further 
simpli?ed, the upper part and loWer part of the dispensing 
noZZle comprise ?rst and second corresponding detent 
means at a distance apart from one another, the upper part of 
the noZZle being designed for longitudinal displacement 
against the effect of the ?rst detent means into the detent 
position of the second detent means. This embodiment 
ensures that the tWo parts of the dispensing noZZle are 
initially in the ?rst detent position in Which the piercing 
means of the upper part of the noZZle, do not protrude 
doWnWards from the loWer part of the noZZle and that the 
upper part of the noZZle is only displaced from the ?rst 
detent position into the second detent position, in Which the 
piercing means pierce the membrane of the cartridge, after 
the loWer part of the noZZle has been ?tted or screWed onto 
the receiving spout of the cartridge. 

In order further to simplify the displacement of the upper 
part of the noZZle into the loWer part, the upper part of the 
noZZle is externally provided With an encircling stop. This 
stop may serve as a grip handle. 

Another particularly preferred embodiment of the inven 
tion is characteriZed in that the cartridge gun has an outlet 
end in the form of a pot, Which locally surrounds the upper 
and loWer parts of the noZZle and has an opening for the 
upper part of the noZZle to pass through, the siZe of this 
opening being such that, in the loaded position, the upper 
part of the noZZle comes into contact through its stop With 
the rim of the outlet opening. This embodiment makes the 
cartridge system much easier to handle. First, the loWer part 
of the noZZle With the upper part therein is screWed onto the 
cartridge, after Which the cartridge thus equipped is loaded 
into the cartridge gun, the stop of the upper part of the noZZle 
coming into contact during loading With the rim of the outlet 
opening of the pot-shaped outlet end of the cartridge gun, so 
that by further loading of the cartridge into the cartridge gun 
or actuation of the trigger lever, Which pushes the piston rod 
and hence the cartridge forWard—the upper part of the 
noZZle is automatically displaced from the ?rst into the 
second detent position and hence into the loWer part of the 
noZZle through the striking of the stop against the rim of the 
pot-shaped outlet end of the cartridge gun, Whereby the 
membrane is opened or rather pierced. 

In another embodiment of the invention intended, for 
example, for the modi?cation of normal cartridge guns, the 
pot-shaped outlet end is made as a separate part designed for 
insertion into the cartridge gun. 

In another particularly advantageous embodiment, a shut 
off cock is integrated into the upper part of the noZZle. This 
shut-off cock is intended to prevent product from issuing 
from the noZZle after application. In addition, by adjusting 
the siZe of the through?oW opening of the shut-off cock, the 
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volumetric ?oW rate of product can be varied—in addition 
to the buildup of pressure—at the handle of the cartridge 
gun. 

Above the shut-off cock, there can either be a screWthread 
on the upper part of the noZZle, onto Which a typical 
commercially available noZZle can be screWed, or the shut 
off cock can open directly into the tip of the noZZle. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The invention is described in more detail in the following 
With reference to the accompanying draWings, in Which like 
items are identi?ed by the same reference designation, 
Wherein: 

FIG. 1 is a partial section through a ?rst embodiment of 
a cartridge system according to the invention. 

FIG. 2 is a similar illustration of a second embodiment. 

FIG. 3 shoWs the embodiment according to FIG. 1 With a 
shut-off cock integrated into the upper part of the noZZle. 

FIG. 4 shoWs a slightly modi?ed version of the embodi 
ment illustrated in FIG. 3. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

Of the cartridge system according to the invention, FIG. 
1 only shoWs parts of the tubular cartridge gun Which is 
denoted by the reference numeral 1. Apot-shaped outlet end 
2 With an opening 3 in its front end is inserted into the front 
outlet opening of the cartridge gun 1. 

In addition, the cartridge system has a tubular cartridge 4, 
for eXample made of plastic, Which is provided at its outlet 
end With an externally screWthreaded (screWthread 6) 
receiving spout 5. In the vicinity of the receiving spout 5, the 
cartridge 4 is internally closed by a membrane 7. 
Alternatively, the membrane 7 may also be arranged near the 
outlet of the receiving spout 5. This position of the mem 
brane is shoWn in chain lines and denoted by the reference 
numeral 7‘ in FIG. 1. 

A dispensing noZZle 8 is designed to be screWed onto the 
receiving spout 5 of the cartridge 4. In the embodiment 
shoWn in FIG. 1, the outlet noZZle 8 consists of tWo parts, 
namely a loWer part 9 and an upper part 10. The upper part 
10 of the noZZle is arranged for limited longitudinal dis 
placement Within the loWer part 9 of the noZZle. The 
displacement is limited by detent means, namely ?rst detent 
means and second detent means. The ?rst detent means are 

formed by an encircling detent bead 11 on the outer circum 
ference of the upper part 10 of the noZZle, and a correspond 
ing detent groove 12 in the loWer part 9 of the noZZle, While 
the second detent means are formed by the detent bead 11 
and a second detent groove 13—lying further inWards—in 
the loWer part 9 of the noZZle. 

In addition, outside the region inserted into the loWer part 
9, the upper part 10 of the noZZle comprises an encircling 
stop 14. Apointed spike-like end 15 is formed on the inner 
end of the upper part 10 of the noZZle and, appropriately 
positioned, is designed to pierce the membrane 7 of the 
cartridge 4. The geometric dimensions of the upper part 10 
of the noZZle are selected so that, When the detent bead 11 
is in the ?rst detent groove 12 of the loWer part 9 of the 
noZZle, the piercing means 15 are unable to enter so far into 
the receiving spout 5 that they can come into contact With 
the membrane 7 in the screWed-on position of the internally 
screWthreaded (screWthread 16) loWer part 9 of the noZZle. 
If the upper part 10 of the noZZle is pushed into the loWer 
part 9 against the detent effect of the ?rst detent means 11,12 
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4 
until the detent bead 11 engages in the second detent groove 
13, the distance of the stop 14 is selected so that the stop 14 
does not impede this movement, but remains in contact for 
eXample With the free end of the loWer part 9 of the noZZle 
in this position. At the same time, the piercing means 15 are 
arranged so that they pierce, i.e. open, the membrane 7 in 
this position. 
The cartridge system is handled by initially screWing the 

noZZle 8 onto the cartridge 4 or rather the receiving spout 5 
of the cartridge 4 in the illustrated position of the loWer part 
9 and upper part 10 of the noZZle. The cartridge 4 thus 
equipped is then loaded into the cartridge gun in such a Way 
that the stop 14 comes up against the rim of the opening 3 
of the pot-shaped outlet end 2 of the cartridge gun 1. The 
cartridge 4 is then further loaded into the cartridge gun 1 in 
such a Way that the upper part 10 of the noZZle is pushed into 
the loWer part 9 under the effect of the contact made by the 
stop 14. When the gun 1 is actuated, the cartridge 4 is 
pressed forWards so that the detent bead 11 engages in the 
second detent groove 13. During this movement, the mem 
brane 7 is pierced by the piercing means 15 and the cartridge 
4 is opened so that the cartridge system is ready for use. 

FIG. 2 shoWs a modi?ed embodiment using the same 
reference numerals as in FIG. 1 for the same parts. In this 
embodiment, the tubular cartridge gun 1 is not provided With 
a pot-shaped outlet end 2, i.e. it is conventionally designed. 
The cartridge 4 is designed in the same Way as in the 
embodiment shoWn in FIG. 1. Only the noZZle 8 is different, 
consisting in this embodiment of a single part. At its 
attachment end, the dispensing noZZle 8 has an internal 
screWthread 16 With Which it can be screWed onto the 
receiving spout 5 of the cartridge 4. At its attachment end, 
the dispensing noZZle 8 also comprises piercing means 15 
Which protrude doWnWards from the dispensing noZZle 8. If, 
noW, the dispensing noZZle 8 is screWed onto the receiving 
spout 5, the piercing means 15 pierce the membrane 7 of the 
cartridge 4. The cartridge 4 thus equipped and opened is then 
loaded into the cartridge gun 1 and the cartridge system is 
ready for use. 

FIG. 3 shoWs another embodiment of a cartridge system 
according to the invention, Which largely corresponds to the 
embodiment illustrated in FIG. 1. Accordingly, the same 
reference numerals as in FIG. 1 are used to denote the same 
parts. In the embodiment shoWn in FIG. 3—in contrast to 
that shoWn in FIG. 1—a shut-off cock 17 and a handling grip 
18 are integrated into the upper part 10 of the noZZle. By 
closing the shut-off cock 17, it is possible to close the 
cartridge system after application so that no more product is 
able to issue from the noZZle. This closed position is shoWn 
in FIG. 3. In addition, by adjusting the siZe of the through 
?oW opening of the shut-off cock 17, Which is indicated by 
the double arroW in FIG. 3, the volumetric ?oW rate can be 
varied—in addition to the buildup of pressure—at the handle 
of the cartridge gun. Above the shut-of cock 17, the upper 
part 10 of the noZZle merges into the noZZle tip. 

FIG. 4 shoWs another embodiment Which largely corre 
sponds to the embodiment of FIG. 3. The only difference is 
that, in the embodiment shoWn in FIG. 4, the upper part 10 
of the noZZle opens above the shut-off cock 17 into an 
external screWthread 19 onto Which a commercially avail 
able noZZle endpiece (not shoWn) can be screWed. In this 
embodiment, the upper part 10 of the noZZle has substan 
tially the same passage cross-section over its entire length, 
Which is indicated by the diameter letter a. 

The invention is not of course con?ned to the illustrated 
embodiments. Further modi?cations are possible Without 
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departing from the basic concept. Thus, in the embodiment 
shown in FIG. 1, the cartridge gun I may also be made in 
one piece With the pot-shaped outlet end 2, etc. Such 
modi?cations are meant to be covered by the spirit and scope 
of the appended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A cartridge system comprising a holloW tubular car 

tridge gun, and a replaceable cartridge Which is con?gured 
to ?t into the holloW portion of said cartridge gun, said 
cartridge including an outlet end con?gured to project from 
the cartridge gun in the loaded position, the cartridge being 
provided at said outlet end thereof With a receiving spout for 
attaching a dispensing noZZle including an upper part, and a 
loWer part With an attachment end, the receiving spout being 
closed internally by a piercable membrane, and the dispens 
ing noZZle being provided at its said attachment end With 
piercing element(s) positioned to engage in the receiving 
spout to pierce the membrane, Wherein the loWer part of the 
dispensing noZZle is removably connected to the receiving 
spout, and the upper part of the dispensing noZZle has a 
middle portion secured Within said loWer part for limited 
longitudinal displacement therein, and Which comprises the 
piercing element(s) on an inner end, the upper part and loWer 
part of the dispensing noZZle including ?rst and second 
corresponding detent mechanisms at a distance apart from 
one another, the upper part of the noZZle being designed for 
longitudinal displacement against the effect of the ?rst 
detent mechanism into the detent position of the second 
detent mechanism. 

2. A cartridge system as claimed in claim 1, Wherein the 
upper part of the noZZle comprises an encircling stop on its 
outside. 

3. A cartridge system as claimed in claim 2, Wherein the 
cartridge gun has an outlet end con?gured as a truncated 
cone Which locally surrounds the upper and loWer parts of 
the noZZle and has an opening for the upper part of the 
noZZle to pass through, the siZe of this opening being such 
that, in the loaded position, the upper part of the noZZle 
comes into contact through its stop With the rim of the outlet 
opening. 

4. A cartridge system as claimed in claim 2, Wherein the 
membrane is arranged inside the cartridge at a foot of the 
receiving spout. 
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5. A cartridge system as claimed in claim 2, Wherein the 

membrane is arranged near an outlet of the receiving spout. 
6. A cartridge system as claimed in claim 2, further 

including a shut-off cock integrated into the upper part of the 
noZZle. 

7. A cartridge system as claimed in claim 3, Wherein the 
pot-shaped outlet end is made as a single part designed for 
insertion into the cartridge gun. 

8. A cartridge system as claimed in claim 3, Wherein the 
membrane is arranged inside the cartridge at a foot of the 
receiving spout. 

9. A cartridge system as claimed in claim 3, Wherein the 
membrane is arranged near an outlet of the receiving spout. 

10. A cartridge system as claimed in claim 3, further 
including a shut-off cock integrated into the upper part of the 
noZZle. 

11. A cartridge system as claimed in claim 7, Wherein the 
membrane is arranged inside the cartridge at a foot of the 
receiving spout. 

12. A cartridge system as claimed in claim 7, Wherein the 
membrane is arranged near an outlet of the receiving spout. 

13. A cartridge system as claimed in claim 7, further 
including a shut-off cock integrated into the upper part of the 
noZZle. 

14. A cartridge system as claimed in claim 1, Wherein the 
membrane is arranged inside the cartridge at a foot of the 
receiving spout. 

15. A cartridge system as claimed in claim 14, further 
including a shut-off cock integrated into the upper part of the 
noZZle. 

16. A cartridge system as claimed in claim 1, Wherein the 
membrane is arranged near an outlet of the receiving spout. 

17. A cartridge system as claimed in claim 16, further 
including a shut-off cock integrated into the upper part of the 
noZZle. 

18. A cartridge system as claimed in claim 1, further 
including a shut-off cock integrated into the upper part of the 
noZZle. 

19. A cartridge system as claimed in claim 18, further 
including a noZZle endpiece having internal screW threads at 
one end for screWing onto external screW threads on the free 
end of the upper part of the noZZle. 

* * * * * 


