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(57) ABSTRACT 

An expansion chamber, and ?rst and second volume cham 
bers on either side of said expansion chamber, are formed 
inside a muffler housing. Engine exhaust is led by an inlet 
tube to the ?rst volume chamber, and an opening facing the 
expansion chamber is formed in an intermediate part of the 
inlet tube. Exhaust in the second volume chamber is dis 
charged outside by a tail tube, and an opening is formed 
facing the expansion chamber in an intermediate part of the 
tail tube. A valve is provided for leading exhaust from the 
?rst volume chamber to the second volume chamber accord 
ing to a pressure difference betWeen the chambers. This 
forms tWo exhaust ?oWpaths. A resonance system With tWo 
degrees of freedom is thereby formed With respect to 
exhaust discharged via the tWo openings and the expansion 
chamber, and a high noise silencing ef?ciency is obtained. 

6 Claims, 6 Drawing Sheets 
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AUTOMOBILE EXHAUST NOISE SILENCER 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

This invention relates to an exhaust noise silencer for use 
in an automobile. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

An engine exhaust noise silencer for use in an automobile, 
Wherein a valve Which responds to the exhaust pressure is 
provided to change the exhaust ?oWpath, is disclosed for 
example in Tokkai Hei 5-202729. 

In this device, the interior of a muffler is divided into a 
second expansion chamber, ?rst expansion chamber and 
volume chamber in order of proximity to an exhaust mani 
fold of the engine. 

One end of an inlet tube opens out into the volume 
chamber, and connects With the ?rst expansion chamber via 
a porous portion provided in a middle section. The ?rst 
expansion chamber is connected With the second expansion 
chamber via a ?rst internal tube, and the second expansion 
chamber is connected With the atmosphere via a tail tube. In 
addition, the volume chamber and second expansion cham 
ber are connected via a second internal tube Which passes 
through the ?rst expansion chamber, and a valve Which 
responds to the pressure in the volume chamber is provided 
at the outlet of the second internal tube. 

When the valve is closed, exhaust Which has ?oWed into 
the ?rst expansion chamber from the porous portion of the 
inlet tube passes through the internal tubes and second 
expansion chamber to be discharged from the tail tube into 
the atmosphere. This ?oWpath is referred to as a ?rst exhaust 
?oWpath. 

The doWnstream part of the inlet tube, the volume cham 
ber and the second internal tube, in Which exhaust does not 
pass When the valve is closed, form a resonance system 
Which dampens the noise of this ?rst exhaust ?oWpath. 
On the other hand When the exhaust pressure in the 

volume chamber increases due to increase of the exhaust 
?oWrate, the valve is open, and a part of the exhaust in the 
inlet tube takes a second exhaust ?oWpath comprising the 
second expansion chamber, the volume chamber and inter 
nal tube. As a result of this second exhaust ?oWpath, exhaust 
pressure losses Which occur When the exhaust ?oWrate 
increases, for example at high engine speeds or under high 
load, are reduced. If the noises of the tWo exhaust ?oWs 
Which meet in the second expansion chamber, are arranged 
to have opposite phase, noise reduction can be obtained due 
to mutual interference in the con?uence Zone. This may be 
achieved by appropriately setting the resonant frequency of 
the resonance system. HoWever in this noise silencer, as the 
resonance system has only one degree of freedom With 
respect to the ?rst exhaust ?oWpath, satisfactory silencing 
performance cannot be obtained. 

Another method to improve the silencing performance of 
the silencer is to decrease the diameter of the internal tubes, 
but in this case exhaust pressure losses increase. 

Further, this silencer comprises tWo expansion chambers, 
but the volume of each chamber is loWer so that silencing of 
loW frequency noise is not very efficient. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

It is therefore an object of this invention to improve the 
silencing performance of an automobile exhaust silencer 
Without increasing exhaust pressure losses. 
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2 
In order to achieve the above object, this invention 

provides a noise silencer for reducing exhaust noise of an 
automobile engine. The silencer comprises a housing, an 
expansion chamber formed in the housing, ?rst and second 
volume chambers formed adjacent to the expansion chamber 
in the housing, an inlet tube for leading engine exhaust from 
outside the housing into the ?rst volume chamber, this inlet 
tube having an opening facing the expansion chamber, a tail 
tube for discharging exhaust in the second volume chamber 
outside the housing, this tail tube having an opening facing 
the expansion chamber, and a valve for leading exhaust from 
the ?rst volume chamber to the second volume chamber 
according to a pressure difference betWeen the ?rst and 
second volume chambers. 

The details as Well as other features and advantages of this 
invention are set forth in the remainder of the speci?cation 
and are shoWn in the accompanying draWings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a vertical sectional vieW of a silencer according 
to a ?rst embodiment of this invention. 

FIG. 2 is similar to FIG. 1, but shoWing a variation of the 
?rst embodiment relating to the attachment of a pressure 
response valve. 

FIG. 3 is similar to FIG. 1, but shoWing a variation of the 
?rst embodiment relating to the construction in Which 
exhaust ?oWs from an expansion chamber to a tail tube. 

FIG. 4 is a vertical sectional vieW of a silencer according 
to a second embodiment of this invention. 

FIG. 5 is a vertical sectional vieW of a silencer according 
to a third embodiment of this invention. 

FIG. 6 is similar to FIG. 5, but shoWing a variation of the 
third embodiment relating to the construction in Which 
exhaust ?oWs from an inlet tube to the expansion chamber. 

FIG. 7 is a vertical sectional vieW of a silencer according 
to a fourth embodiment of this invention. 

FIG. 8 is similar to FIG. 7, but shoWing a variation of the 
fourth embodiment relating to the construction in Which 
exhaust ?oWs from the inlet tube to a volume chamber. 

FIG. 9 is a vertical sectional vieW of a silencer according 
to a ?fth embodiment of this invention. 

FIG. 10 is similar to FIG. 9, but shoWing a variation of the 
?fth embodiment relating to the construction in Which 
exhaust ?oWs from the expansion chamber to the tail tube. 

FIG. 11 is similar to FIG. 5, but shoWing a variation of the 
third embodiment relating to the position of the pressure 
response valve. 

FIG. 12 is similar to FIG. 5, but shoWing another variation 
of the third embodiment relating to the attachment of the 
pressure response valve. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

Referring to FIG. 1 of the draWings, the inside of a 
housing 1 of a muffler is partitioned into a ?rst volume 
chamber 3, expansion chamber 2 and a second volume 
chamber 4 by baffle plates 5 and 6. An inlet tube 7 Which 
introduces exhaust from an engine into the muffler pen 
etrates the second volume chamber 4 and expansion cham 
ber 2, and opens into the interior of the ?rst volume chamber 
3. Aporous portion 8 is formed in an intermediate part of the 
inlet tube 7. Engine exhaust led to the interior of the muffler 
by inlet tube 7 ?oWs into the expansion chamber 2 through 
this porous portion 8. 
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A ?rst volume chamber 3 connects With a second volume 
chamber 4 through an internal tube 14 Which penetrates the 
expansion chamber 2. One end of the internal tube 14 has an 
opening into the second volume chamber 4 on the baf?e 
plate 5. 

Apressure response valve 16 is provided in this opening 
area. The pressure response valve 16 is pushed in the closing 
direction by a spring, not shoWn, and it is closed When 
exhaust pressure is loW such as at loW engine rotation 
speeds. As the engine revolution speed increases and the 
pressure of the ?rst volume chamber 3 rises, the pressure 
response valve 16 gradually opens, and exhaust in the ?rst 
volume chamber 3 ?oWs into the second volume chamber 4. 

One end of a tail tube 10 opens into the second volume 
chamber 4. 

The tail tube 10 passes through the ?rst volume chamber 
3 and expansion chamber 2, and projects from the housing 
1 in a direction opposite to that of the inlet tube 7 so as to 
open into the atmosphere. 

Aporous portion 11 Which has a number of openings into 
the expansion chamber 2 is formed in an intermediate part 
of the tail tube 10. A noise damper 9 is also provided 
doWnstream of the porous portion 11 of the tail tube 10. 

The noise damper 9 is formed by covering a large number 
of pores formed in the tail tube 10 by a noise damping 
material. The outer circumference of the noise damping 
material is covered With an outer tube to prevent exhaust 
from leaking from the damper 9 to the outside. 

The porous portion 8 of the inlet tube 7 and porous portion 
11 of the tail tube 10 are both formed in the vicinity of the 
second volume chamber 4 in the expansion chamber 2, and 
provide a large opening. 

Due to this construction, When exhaust pressure is loW 
and the pressure response valve 16 is closed, exhaust intro 
duced into the muf?er via the inlet tube 7 from the engine is 
discharged via a ?rst exhaust ?oWpath comprising the 
porous portion 8, expansion chamber 2, porous portion 11 
and tail tube 10. 

In this case, the resonance system comprising the doWn 
stream part of the inlet tube 7, the ?rst volume chamber 3 
and the internal tube 14, and the resonance system compris 
ing the upper part of the tail tube 10 and the second volume 
chamber 4, reduce the exhaust noise of the ?rst exhaust 
?oWpath. 
When the pressure response valve 16 opens, exhaust is 

discharged not only via the aforesaid ?rst exhaust ?oWpath 
but also via a second exhaust ?oWpath comprising the 
doWnstream part of the inlet tube 7, the ?rst volume chamber 
3, the internal tube 14, the second volume chamber 4 and the 
tail tube 10. In this case, tWo acoustic paths are formed. 

In this case also, tWo resonance systems are formed 
relative to the ?rst exhaust ?oWpath, ie the doWnstream 
part of the inlet tube 7 and the ?rst volume chamber 3, and 
the upper part of the tail tube 10 and the second volume 
chamber 4. These resonance systems each have their oWn 
resonance frequencies, and the second exhaust ?oWpath 
functions as a resonance system With effectively tWo degrees 
of freedom relative to the ?rst exhaust ?oWpath. 

As the ?rst volume chamber 3 and the second volume 
chamber 4 are connected via the pressure response valve 16, 
one of these resonance frequencies is shifted to higher 
frequency due to the opening of the pressure response valve 
16. 

15 

25 

35 

45 

55 

65 

4 
When the resonance system affects the ?rst exhaust 

?oWpath, a peak acoustic pressure is produced due to back 
resonance, and a peak acoustic pressure at the same fre 
quency as that of this back resonance occurs also in the 
second path. There are back resonance frequencies both 
before and after the resonance frequency. 

In this device Wherein the resonance system formed by 
the second exhaust ?oWpath relative to the ?rst exhaust 
?oWpath has tWo degrees of freedom, there are back reso 
nance frequencies immediately above and beloW each of the 
tWo resonance frequencies of the second exhaust ?oWpath 
giving a total of four acoustic peaks due to back resonance. 
Further, the phases of the pressure Waves of the ?rst and 
second exhaust ?oWpaths differ by 180 degrees at one of the 
resonance frequencies, ie the phases are effectively 
reversed at this frequency. 

This reverse phase continues until the next resonance 
frequency, and another 180 degree shift occurs at the reso 
nance frequency after that so that the tWo pressure Waves are 
again in phase. If the acoustic pressure levels of the exhaust 
?oWing into the tail tube 10 from each exhaust ?oWpath are 
effectively equal in a con?uence Zone Where the tWo pres 
sure Waves mix, and the phases of the tWo pressure Waves 
are opposite as described above, the tWo Waves Will interfere 
to give the optimum noise silencing effect. 

In this noise silencer, the acoustic pressure level of the 
exhaust Which ?oWed through the second exhaust ?oWpath 
has peaks at each of the four back resonance frequencies. 

In the frequency region betWeen these peaks the acoustic 
pressure level remains high, and it falls off as the frequency 
increases beyond the peak situated at the highest frequency. 
LikeWise, it also falls off as the frequency decreases from the 
peak situated at the loWest frequency. 
On the other hand, the acoustic pressure level of the 

exhaust Which ?oWed through the ?rst ?oW path is loW at the 
tWo resonance frequencies and is high betWeen these reso 
nance frequencies. 
As described hereabove, in the con?uence Zone of the tail 

tube 10, the sound Waves of the exhaust ?oWing in from the 
?rst exhaust ?oWpath and that of the exhaust ?oWing in from 
the second exhaust ?oWpath have opposite phase in the 
frequency region betWeen the tWo resonance frequencies. As 
a result, these mutually high sound levels cancel out in the 
con?uence Zone, and an efficient noise silencing effect is 
achieved. 

HoWever, When the resonance system formed by the 
second exhaust ?oWpath relative to the ?rst exhaust ?oW 
path has only one degree of freedom, the acoustic pressure 
level of the second exhaust ?oWpath falls in the frequency 
regions beyond the back resonance frequencies on either 
side of the resonance frequency, and a substantial difference 
emerges from the acoustic pressure level of the ?rst exhaust 
?oWpath. In this case, as the acoustic pressure level of the 
second exhaust ?oWpath is loW, a suf?cient noise silencing 
effect due to mutual interference is not obtained even though 
the sound Waves in the con?uence Zone of the tWo exhaust 
?oWpaths have opposite phase. 

In this device, When the pressure response valve 16 opens 
due to increase of engine rotation speed, the higher fre 
quency of the aforesaid tWo resonance frequencies is shifted 
to still higher frequency. In other Words, although exhaust 
noise is shifted to higher frequency as engine rotation speed 
increases, the noise reduction due to mutual interference of 
pressure Waves is also shifted to higher frequency, so noise 
silencing characteristics Which are Well matched to those of 
the engine exhaust are obtained. 
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In this device, the pressure response valve 16 is ?tted to 
a baffle plate 5, hoWever it may also be directly attached to 
one end of the internal tube 14 Which projects into the 
volume chamber 4 as shoWn in FIG. 2. 

The tail tube 10 may comprise a tail tube body 10A and 
neck 13 ?tted to the baffle plate 5 as shoWn in FIG. 3. 

In this case, instead of providing the porous portion 11, 
the neck tube 13 is inserted in the tail tube body 10A With 
a predetermined gap as shoWn in the ?gure. In this 
arrangement, the gap betWeen the neck tube 13 and tail tube 
body 10A forms an opening Which replaces the porous 
portion 11. In such a case, the diameter of the neck tube 13 
and the gap betWeen the neck tube 13 and tail tube body 10A 
may be freely chosen, so more freedom is possible in the 
setting of the resonance frequencies. 

FIG. 4 shoWs a second embodiment of this invention. 

According to this embodiment, the pressure response 
valve 16 is provided in the upstream end 21 of the tail tube 
10. 

According to this embodiment, the exhaust noise reso 
nance system of the ?rst exhaust ?oWpath still has one 
degree of freedom as in the aforesaid prior art, hoWever the 
volume of the resonance system is much greater than in the 
noise silencer of the prior art. The resonance frequency may 
therefore be set loWer. LoW frequency noise causes discom 
fort to the passengers in the vehicle, but this type of loW 
frequency noise may thus be effectively reduced by the noise 
silencer according to this second embodiment Without 
changing the overall siZe of the noise silencer. The upstream 
end of the tail tube 10 may also be made to project into the 
second volume chamber 4. 

FIGS. 5, 6, 11 and 12 shoW a third embodiment of this 
invention. 

This noise silencer has a single volume chamber 30 and 
expansion chamber 2. The doWnstream end of the inlet tube 
7 opens into a volume chamber 30, and the porous portion 
8 and the upstream end of the tail tube 10 open into the 
expansion chamber 2. The volume chamber 30 and expan 
sion chamber 2 are connected by the internal tube 14, and the 
pressure response valve 16 is attached to one end of the 
internal tube 14 Which opens into the expansion chamber 2. 

The opening surface area of the porous portion 8 is set so 
that the pressure of the volume chamber 30 exceeds the 
pressure of the expansion chamber 2. 
When the pressure response valve 16 is closed, exhaust 

led into the housing 1 by the inlet tube 7 is discharged via 
the porous portion 8, expansion chamber 2 and tail tube 10. 
The doWnstream part of inlet tube 7, the volume chamber 30 
and the internal tube 14 act as a resonance system for 
exhaust noise in the ?rst exhaust ?oWpath. When the pres 
sure response valve 16 opens due to rise of exhaust pressure, 
part of the exhaust ?oWs from the doWnstream end of the 
inlet tube 7 into the volume chamber 30, and is then 
discharged into the atmosphere via the internal tube 14, 
expansion chamber 2 and tail tube 10. 
As this device has a single expansion chamber its con 

struction is simple, and the expansion chamber 2 can be 
given ample volume. Further, the pressure applied to the 
pressure response valve 16 may also be adjusted by setting 
the area of the porous portion 8. Compared to the prior art, 
the noise silencing effect is therefore enhanced, there is 
considerable freedom of design, and manufacture is simple. 
Abranch tube 31 may be provided instead of the porous 

portion 8, as shoWn in FIG. 6. 
Instead of ?tting the pressure response valve 16 to the 

internal tube 14, it may be attached to the baffle plate 5 as 
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6 
shoWn in FIG. 11, and the internal tube 14 made to project 
into the volume chamber 30. 

Further, as shoWn in FIG. 12, the internal tube 14 may be 
omitted Which is even more economical. 

FIGS. 7 and 8 shoW a fourth embodiment of this inven 
tion. 

In this embodiment, the doWnstream end of the internal 
tube 7 is closed by a plug 32, and the porous portion 8 is 
formed in the vicinity of the doWnstream end. The positions 
of the expansion chamber 2 and volume chamber 30 are also 
reversed With respect to the aforesaid third embodiment. 

Aporous portion 33 Which opens into the volume cham 
ber 30 is formed midWay along the inlet tube 7. The pressure 
response valve 16 Which opens due to pressure rise in the 
volume chamber 30 is attached to the internal tube 14 
connecting the volume chamber 30 and expansion chamber 
2. The total opening surface area of the porous portion 8 is 
set so that the pressure in the volume chamber 30 exceeds 
the pressure in the expansion chamber 2. 

According to this construction, the volume chamber 30 is 
situated upstream and the expansion chamber 2 is situated 
doWnstream With respect to the How of exhaust in the inlet 
tube 7. Full advantage may therefore be taken of the noise 
silencing effect of the resonance system formed by the 
porous portion 33 and volume chamber 30. 

The branch tube 31 may be provided instead of the porous 
portion 33 as shoWn in FIG. 8. 

FIGS. 9 and 10 shoW a ?fth embodiment of this invention. 

In this embodiment, the porous portion 8 opens into the 
expansion chamber 2 midWay along the inlet tube 7, and the 
pressure response valve 16 is ?tted to the doWnstream end 
of the inlet tube 7 in the volume chamber 30. The opening 
surface area of the porous portion 8 is set so that the internal 
pressure of the doWnstream part of the inlet tube 7 exceeds 
the pressure of the volume chamber 30. 
The tail tube 10 opens into the expansion chamber 2, and 

a porous portion 34 is formed Which opens into the volume 
chamber 30 midWay along the tail tube 10. 
By directly ?tting the pressure response valve 16 to the 

doWnstream end of the inlet tube 7 in this Way, the internal 
tubes are unnecessary, the expansion chamber 2 can be give 
ample volume and manufacturing costs can be reduced. 
According to this embodiment, the branch tube 35 may be 

provided instead of the porous portion 34 as shoWn in FIG. 
10. 
What is claimed: 
1. A noise silencer for reducing exhaust noise of an 

automobile engine, comprising: 
a housing; 
an expansion chamber formed in said housing; 
?rst and second volume chambers formed adjacent to said 

expansion chamber in said housing; 
an inlet tube for leading engine exhaust from outside said 

housing into said ?rst volume chamber, said inlet tube 
having an opening that connects an interior of said inlet 
tube to said expansion chamber; 

a tail tube for discharging exhaust in said second volume 
chamber outside said housing, said tail tube having an 
opening that connects an interior of the said tail tube to 
said expansion chamber; 

an internal tube that connects said ?rst and second volume 
chambers; and 

a valve operatively provided on said internal tube, the 
valve alloWing exhaust in said ?rst volume chamber to 
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How to said second volume chamber according to a 
pressure difference between said ?rst and second vol 
ume chambers. 

2. A noise silencer as de?ned in claim 1, Wherein said 
valve is ?tted to said internal tube. 

3. A noise silencer as de?ned in claim 1, Wherein said 
silencer further comprises a baf?e plate dividing said eXpan 
sion chamber and said second volume chamber, and said 
valve is ?tted to said baffle plate. 

4. A noise silencer as de?ned in claim 1, Wherein said 
opening in said inlet tube comprises a porous portion formed 
in said inlet tube. 

8 
5. A noise silencer as de?ned in claim 1, Wherein said 

opening in said tail tube comprises a porous portion formed 
in said tail tube. 

6. Anoise silencer as de?ned in claim 1, Wherein said tail 
tube comprises a ?rst pipe connecting said expansion cham 
ber and said second volume chamber, and a second pipe of 
larger diameter than said ?rst pipe such that said ?rst pipe 
partially projects into said second pipe, and Wherein said 
opening in said tail tube is formed on a portion of said ?rst 

10 pipe that does not project into said second pipe. 

* * * * * 


