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(57) ABSTRACT 

A synchronous rectifying type DC-DC converter including 
an auxiliary Winding, provided on a secondary side of a 
transformer, for supplying voltages assuming polarities 
opposite to each other to control terminals of a rectifying 
sWitch and of a ?y Wheel sWitch, and the rectifying sWitch 
and the ?y Wheel sWitch are so constructed as not to be 
turned ON/OFF by a voltage generated on a supply path of 
an electric current to a load from a secondary Winding of the 
transformer. When connecting a plurality of DC-DC con 
verters in parallel and operating these converters in parallel, 
an output of any one of the converters stops, and, even if 
outputs of the other DC-DC converters are inputted to the 
DC-DC converter concerned and the electric current ?oWs 
into the current supply path, a voltage based on the above 
current is not applied to control terminals of the rectifying 
sWitch and of the ?y Wheel sWitch. The rectifying sWitch and 
the ?y Wheel sWitch are not therefore turned ON. 
Accordingly, a large quantity of electric current is prevented 
from ?oWing into the DC-DC converter concerned. 

13 Claims, 11 Drawing Sheets 
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DC/DC CONVERTER WITH IMPROVED 
OPERATION OF PLURAL PARALLEL 

SYNCHRONOUS RECTIFIERS 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates to a synchronous rectifying 
type DC-DC converter for supplying a load, such as an 
electric apparatus, etc., With substantially ?xed DC electric 
poWer. 

2. Description of the Related Art 
A synchronous rectifying type DC-DC converter has 

hitherto been knoWn as a converter for supplying a load, 
such as an electronic apparatus, etc., With substantially ?xed 
DC electric poWer. FIG. 11(a) is a diagram shoWing a circuit 
construction of the prior art synchronous rectifying type 
DC-DC converter. FIG. 11(b) is a time chart shoWing an 
operation of a circuit element illustrated in FIG. 11(a). 

FIG. 11(a) shoWs synchronous rectifying type DC-DC 
converters (hereinafter simply referred to as “converters”) 
1a, 1b, 1c having the same construction connected in 
parallel to a load 2. Herein, the converter 1a is exempli?ed, 
Wherein a transformer T is provided on an input side of the 
converter 1a. A sWitching transistor Tr is provided on a 
primary side of the transformer T, and an energy generated 
on the primary side is discontinuously supplied to a second 
ary side (the converter 1a). One terminal a choke coil L is 
connected via a conductor to one terminal of a secondary 
Winding M of the transformer T. The other terminal of this 
choke coil L is connected to an output terminal of the 
converter 1a. 

One terminal of a resistance Rs is connected to a con 
ductor for connecting the secondary Winding M to the choke 
coil L. The other terminal of the resistance Rs is connected 
to a gate of an enhancement type MOS-FET (a MOS type 
electric ?eld effect transistor: hereinafter abbreviated to 
“FET”) Qs serving as a rectifying sWitch. A source of the 
FET Qs is connected to an output terminal of the converter 
1a via a conductor. Adrain of the FET Qs is connected to the 
other terminal of the secondary Winding M via a conductor. 
Then, the FET Qs equivalently includes a parasitic diode 
DQs through Which to connect a source to a drain thereof, 
and through Which a direction from the source to the drain 
is set as a forWard direction. 

One terminal of a resistance Rf is connected via a con 
ductor to a conductor for connecting the drain go the FET Qs 
to the other terminal of the secondary Winding M. The other 
terminal of the resistance Rf is connected to a gate of an FET 
Qf serving as a ?y Wheel sWitch. A source of the FET Qf is 
connected to a source of the FET Qs via a conductor. Adrain 
of the FET Qf is connected to a conductor for connecting the 
secondary Winding M to the choke coil L. This FET Qf 
equivalently includes a parasitic diode DQf through Which 
to connect a source to a drain thereof, and through Which the 
direction from the source to the drain is set as the forWard 
direction. Then, a smoothing capacitor C is connected in 
parallel to the secondary Winding M posterior to the choke 
coil L, and the output terminal of the converter 1a is 
connected to the load 2. 
An operation of the above-described converter 1a Will be 

explained With reference to FIG. 11(b). A positive voltage 
and a negative voltage are, as shoWn in FIG. 11(b), inter 
mittently generated as a voltage VT on the secondary 
Winding M of the transformer T With a given magnitude and 
a given period in accordance With the voltage application to 
the primary Winding of the transformer T. 
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2 
Herein, When the positive voltage VT is generated on the 

secondary Winding M upon a turn-on of the sWitching 
transistor Tr, a gate voltage of the FET Qs rises, and the FET 
Qs is turned ON. At this time, the energy is accumulated in 
the choke coil L, then a smoothing capacitor C is charged 
With electric charge, and a thus smoothed ?xed output is 
supplied to the load 2. 

Thereafter, the voltage VT becomes negative after the 
sWitching transistor Tr has been turned OFF. Then, the gate 
voltage of the FET Qs decreases With the result that the FET 
Qs is turned OFF, and the gate voltage of the FET Qf 
increases With the result that the FET Qf is turned ON. 
Further, the voltage VT becomes negative, and the energy 
accumulated in the choke coil L is thereby released. Then, 
the electric current ?oWs through a closed circuit consisting 
of the choke coil L, the load 2 and the FET Qf. 

Thereafter, the transformer T is magnetically reset, and 
the generation of the negative voltage VT ceases (the voltage 
VT comes to “0”), at Which time the FET Qf is turned OFF 
With the decrease in the gate voltage of the FET Qf, and a 
resistance value of the parasitic diode DQf becomes smaller 
than a resistance value betWeen the source and the drain of 
the FET Of. The electric current thereby ?oWs through a 
closed circuit consisting of the choke coil L, the load 2 and 
the parasitic diode DQf. 

Thereafter, When the positive voltage VT is again pro 
duced on the secondary Winding M, the FET Qs is turned 
ON, and the source/drain resistance value of the FET Qs gets 
smaller than the resistance value of the parasitic diode DQf. 
The parasitic diode DQf is thereby turned OFF. Then, the 
operations described above is repeatedly performed. Thus, 
the converter 1a supplies the load 2 With the ?xed output by 
turning ON/OFF the FET Qs and the FET Qf in synchro 
niZation With the change in the voltage VT from positive to 
negative. 
The respective converters 1a, 1b, 1c are operated in 

parallel and each supply the load 2 With the outputs. With 
this contrivance, even if any one of the converters 1a, 1b, 1c 
stops due to a breakdoWn, the load 2 can be supplied With 
the electric current in a proper range. 

If a failure is caused in any one of the converters 1a, 1b, 
1c (if, e.g., oscillations of the voltage VT stop), there must 
be a possibility in Which the folloWing problems might arise. 
For example, if the oscillations of only the converter 1a stop 
due to the breakdoWn, the electric current having ?oWs from 
the converters 1b, 1c toWard the output terminal of the 
converter 1a, ?oWs not through the load 2 but through the 
choke coil L of the converter 1a. Consequently, the gate 
voltages of the FET Qs and of the FET Qf rise. Therefore, 
the FET Qs and the FET Qf of the converter 1a are turned 
ON, and a large quantity of current ?oWs into the converter 
1a from the converters 1b, 1c. In consequence, the electric 
current supplied to the load 2 becomes de?cient, an it 
folloWs that the FET Qs and the FET Qf might be damaged 
by the large quantity of current. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

It is a primary object of the present invention, Which Was 
contrived to obviate the problems given above, to provide a 
synchronous rectifying type DC-DC converter capable of 
reducing a possibility of a damage caused When executing 
parallel operations. 

To accomplish the above object, the present invention 
adopts constructions Which folloW. To be speci?c, according 
to a ?rst aspect of the invention, a synchronous rectifying 
type DC-DC converter, a plural pieces are connected in 
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parallel to a load, for supplying the load With a predeter 
mined direct current output, comprises a rectifying sWitch 
connected in series to a secondary Winding of a transformer, 
a ?y Wheel sWitch connected in parallel to the secondary 
Winding of the transformer and an auxiliary Winding induced 
by a voltage generated on a primary Winding of the 
transformer, and giving output having polarities opposite to 
each other to a control terminal of the rectifying sWitch and 
to a control terminal of the ?y Wheel sWitch. 

According to the ?rst aspect of the invention, during 
parallel operation of the plurality of DC-DC converters, 
When an output of a certain DC-DC converter stops, and 
even if outputs of other DC-DC converters are inputted to 
this DC-DC converter, a sneak voltage is not applied to the 
rectifying sWitch and the ?y Wheel sWitch. Therefore, the 
rectifying sWitch and the ?y Wheel sWitch are not turned ON, 
and the large electric current can be prevented from ?oWing 
into the DC-DC converter concerned. 

According a second aspect of the invention, the DC-DC 
converter according to the ?rst aspect of the invention 
further comprises a drive keeping circuit for keeping an 
ON-status of said ?y Wheel sWitch during a period for Which 
said transformer is magnetically reset. 

According to the second aspect of the invention, With the 
magnetic reset of the transformer, even When the supply of 
the electric poWer to the control terminal of the ?y Wheel 
sWitch is cut off, the ?y Wheel sWitch is kept in an ON-status, 
and hence a releasing route via the ?y Wheel is held in the 
process of releasing the energy accumulated in a choke coil 
L. 

According to a third aspect of the invention, the drive 
keeping circuit includes an accumulating element for accu 
mulating an energy generated in the transformer and sup 
plying the energy to the control terminal of the ?y Wheel 
sWitch. 

According to the third aspect of the invention, even if the 
supply of the electric poWer to the control terminal f the ?y 
Wheel sWitch is cut off due to the magnetic reset of the 
transformer, the energy is supplied from the accumulating 
element, and hence the ?y Wheel sWitch can be kept in the 
ON-status. 

According to a fourth aspect of the invention, the DC-DC 
converter according to the second or third aspect of the 
invention, When a voltage for driving the synchronous 
sWitch is generated in the transformer, a negative voltage is 
given to the control terminal of the ?y Wheel sWitch. 

According to a fourth aspect of the invention, the main 
sWitch is turned ON, and, upon shifting to an ON-period of 
the synchronous sWitch, the negative voltage is supplied to 
the ?y Wheel sWitch, Whereby the drive of the ?y Wheel 
sWitch is promptly stopped. 

According to a ?fth aspect of the invention, the DC-DC 
converter according to the fourth aspect of the invention 
further comprises a discharging sWitch, having a control 
terminal supplied With a voltage having a polarity opposite 
to that the applied voltage of the control terminal of the ?y 
Wheel sWitch, for discontinuing a supply of electric poWer to 
the control terminal of the ?y Wheel sWitch from the 
auxiliary Winding. 

According to a ?fth aspect of the invention, the discharg 
ing sWitch and the ?y Wheel sWitch are alternately turned 
ON, and hence the discharging sWitch is turned ON When the 
?y Wheel sWitch enters an OFF-period. Then, a negative 
output of the auxiliary Winding is given the control terminal 
of the ?y Wheel sWitch, and the drive of the ?y Wheel sWitch 
is promptly stopped. 

10 

15 

25 

35 

45 

55 

65 

4 
According to a sixth aspect of the invention, the DC-DC 

converter according to the second aspect further comprises 
a drive stopping circuit for turning OFF the ?y Wheel sWitch 
When an output does not generate in the transformer for a 
predetermined time. 

According to a sixth aspect of the invention, When the 
output does not occur in the transformer for a duration of an 
oscillation-stopped state of the DC-DC converter, and even 
if the ?y Wheel sWitch is kept in the ON-status by the drive 
keeping circuit, this can be stopped. Hence, the release of the 
energy accumulated in the choke coil L is cut off, and an 
increase in quantity of the electric current can be prevented. 

According to a seventh aspect of the invention, the 
DC-DC converter according to the sixth aspect further 
comprises a comparing circuit for detecting and comparing 
a voltage corresponding to an output of the transformer With 
a threshold, and supplying the ?y Wheel converter a signal 
indicating a result of the comparison. 

According to a seventh aspect of the invention, there 
declines the voltage corresponding to the output stopping 
time of the transformer for the duration of the oscillation 
stopped state of the DC-DC converter, and, if this voltage 
decreases under the threshold value, the comparing circuit 
outputs the signal indicating the compared result to the ?y 
Wheel sWitch. Then, the ?y Wheel sWitch is turned OFF, and 
the release of the energy accumulated in the choke coil is cut 
off. 

According to an eighth aspect of the invention, the 
DC-DC converter according to the sixth aspect further 
comprises a clamp circuit for restraining an inter-channel 
voltage of the ?y Wheel sWitch kept in an OFF-status under 
a predetermined value. 

According to an eighth aspect of the invention, the ?y 
Wheel sWitch is turned OFF, and the release route of the 
energy accumulated in the choke coil L is cut off. Then, even 
When a large voltage is to be applied to the channel of the 
?y Wheel sWitch, the voltage is restrained under the prede 
termined value by the clamp circuit, thereby protecting the 
?y sWitch. 

According to a ninth aspect of the invention, the clamp 
circuit according to the eighth aspect includes a Zener diode 
connected in parallel to the ?y Wheel sWitch. 

According to a ninth aspect of the invention, When the 
inter-channel voltage of the ?y Wheel sWitch reaches a Zener 
voltage, the energy accumulated in the choke coil L is 
released via the Zener diode, and hence the inter-channel 
voltage of the ?y Wheel sWitch is restrained under the Zener 
voltage. 

According to a tenth aspect of the invention, the clamp 
circuit according to the eighth aspect restrains the inter 
channel voltage of the ?y Wheel sWitch under a voltage value 
of a constant voltage source. 

According to a ninth aspect of the invention, When the 
inter-channel voltage of the ?y Wheel sWitch exceeds the 
voltage value of the constant voltage source, the energy is 
released toWard the constant voltage source, and conse 
quently the inter-channel voltage of the ?y Wheel sWitch is 
restrained under the voltage value of the constant voltage 
source. 

According to an eleventh aspect of the invention, the 
DC-DC converter according to the ninth aspect further 
comprises a saturable reactor connected in series to the ?y 
Wheel sWitch. 

According to an eleventh aspect of the invention, When 
the rectifying sWitch is not turned OFF immediately after the 
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?y wheel switch has been turned ON. If there occurs a period 
for which the two switches are brought into the ON-status, 
the electric current, which will ?ow to the channel of the ?y 
wheel switch, is hindered, thereby preventing the electric 
current over the rated range from ?owing to the switch. 

According to a twelfth aspect of the invention, the clamp 
circuit according to the eleventh aspect includes a diode 
disposed in series with the Zener diode and having a cathode 
connected to a cathode of the Zener diode. 

According to the twelfth aspect of the invention, during a 
period till the electric current ?ows to the channel after the 
?y wheel switch has been turned ON, the electric current 
that is to ?ow in the forward direction of the Zener diode is 
hindered by the diode, and it is therefore feasible to restrain 
a power loss occurring in the Zener diode. 

According to a thirteenth aspect of the invention, the 
DC-DC converter according to the second aspect further 
comprises a driving voltage control circuit for making the 
voltage being applied to the control terminal of the ?y wheel 
switch fall within an upper limit and a lower limit of a rated 
range. 

According to the thirteenth aspect of the invention, the 
voltages at the control terminal of the ?y wheel switch is 
restrained within the rated values, and the oscillations of the 
control terminal voltage are absorbed. 

According to a fourteenth aspect of the invention, the 
driving voltage control circuit according to the twelfth 
aspect restrains, under a voltage value of the constant 
voltage source, a value of the voltage applied to the control 
terminal of the ?y wheel switch. 

According to the fourteenth aspect of the invention, the 
voltage at the control terminal of the ?y wheel switch 
oscillates, and, if over the voltage value of the constant 
voltage source, there is formed a current path eXtending 
from the control terminal of the ?y wheel switch to the 
constant voltage source, whereby the voltage value at the 
control terminal is restrained under the voltage value of the 
constant voltage source. 

According to a ?fteenth aspect of the invention, the 
driving voltage control circuit according to the thirteenth 
aspect holds an output generated in the transformer and 
supplies the output to the control terminal of the ?y wheel 
switch. 

According to the ?fteenth aspect of the invention, the 
driving voltage control circuit outputs, to the control termi 
nal of the ?y wheel switch, the voltage corresponding to the 
held output electric power of the transformer. When the 
output on the positive polarity side is supplied, the voltage 
value at the control terminal is restrained under the output 
voltage of the driving voltage control circuit. When the 
output on the negative polarity side is supplied, the voltage 
value at the control terminal is kept over the output voltage 
of the driving voltage control circuit. 

According to a siXteenth aspect of the invention, the 
DC-DC converter according to the second aspect turns OFF 
the ?y wheel switch when the output value to the load is 
smaller than the threshold. 

According to the siXteenth aspect of the invention, if there 
decreases the output of any one of the plurality of synchro 
nous rectifying type DC-DC converters in the process of 
being operated in parallel, and if there might be lead output 
currents of other DC-DC converters, the ?y wheel switch is 
turned OFF. Hence, the lead currents do not ?ow on the side 
of the transformer. Accordingly, the electric current is not 
regenerated on the primary side of the transformer, and the 
circuit eXisting on the primary side of the transformer is 
protected. 
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According to seventeenth aspect of the invention, the 

DC-DC converter according to the second aspect turns OFF 
the ?y wheel switch when the output of the transformer is 
smaller than the threshold. 

According to the seventeenth aspect of the invention, in 
any one of the plurality of synchronous rectifying type 
DC-DC converters in the process of being operated in 
parallel, there occurs a decline in the output to the load with 
which the output decline of the transformer is concomitant, 
and, even if there might be the sneak output currents of other 
DC-DC converters, the ?y wheel switch is turned OFF. 
Consequently, the leak currents do not ?ow on the side of the 
transformer. Hence, the electric current is not regenerated on 
the primary side of the transformer, thereby protecting the 
circuit eXisting on the primary side of the transformer. 

According to the synchronous rectifying type DC-DC 
converter of the present invention, when the plurality of 
DC-DC converters are operated in parallel, the input to any 
one of the DC-DC converters is stopped, whereby the 
DC-DC converter concerned can be prevented from being 
damaged. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a diagram showing a construction of a synchro 
nous rectifying type DC-DC converter in a ?rst embodi 
ment; 

FIG. 2 is a diagram showing a construction of the syn 
chronous rectifying type DC-DC converter in a second 
embodiment; 

FIG. 3 is a diagram showing a construction of the syn 
chronous rectifying type DC-DC converter in a third 
embodiment; 

FIG. 4 is a diagram showing a construction of the syn 
chronous rectifying type DC-DC converter in a fourth 
embodiment; 

FIG. 5 is a diagram showing a construction of the syn 
chronous rectifying type DC-DC converter in a ?fth embodi 
ment; 

FIG. 6 is a diagram showing a construction of the syn 
chronous rectifying type DC-DC converter in a siXth 
embodiment; 

FIG. 7 is a diagram showing a construction of the syn 
chronous rectifying type DC-DC converter in a seventh 
embodiment; 

FIG. 8 is a diagram showing a construction of the syn 
chronous rectifying type DC-DC converter in an eighth 
embodiment; 

FIG. 9 is a diagram showing a construction of a synchro 
nous rectifying type DC-DC converter in a ninth embodi 

ment; 
FIG. 10 is a diagram showing a construction of the 

synchronous rectifying type DC-DC converter in tenth 
embodiment; 

FIG. 11 is a diagram showing a construction of a prior art 
synchronous rectifying type DC-DC converter. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

Embodiments of the present invention will hereinafter be 
described with reference to the accompany drawings. 

FIG. 1 is a diagram showing a circuit construction of a 
synchronous rectifying type DC-DC converter (hereinafter 
simply referred to as a “converter”) in a ?rst embodiment. 
Referring to FIG. 1, converters 10a, 10b, 10c are connected 
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in parallel With a load 2. Herein, each of the converters 10a, 
10b, 10c has the same construction, and hence the converter 
10a Will be exempli?ed. 

Circuit Construction of Converter 10a 
A transforrner T is provided on an input side of the 

converter 10a. A sWitching transistor Tr is provided on a 
primary side of the transformer T. The sWitching transistor 
Tr interrnittently supplies the converter 10a With electric 
poWer generated on the primary side of the transformer T by 
repeating ON/OFF operations. 
A source of an n-channel enhancernent type MOS-FET 

(hereinafter sirnple referred to as a “FET”) Qs is connected 
to one terminal of a secondary Winding M of the transformer 
T. A drain of the FET Qs is connected to one terminal of a 
choke coil L. The other terminal of the choke coil L is 
connected to an output terminal of the converter 10a. 

Further, one terminal of an auxiliary Winding H1 is 
connected to one terminal of the secondary Winding M. The 
other terrninal (hereinafter simply called a “?rst output 
terminal”) of the auxiliary Winding H1 is connected to one 
terminal of a resistance Rs. The other terminal of the 
resistance Rs is connected to a gate of the above-described 
FET Qs. The FET Qs equivalently has a parasitic diode DQs 
through Which to connect a source With a drain thereof, and 
through Which a direction from the source to the drain is set 
as a forWard direction. Adrain of an FET Qf is connected to 
a conductor for connecting the drain of the FET Qs to one 
terminal of the choke coil L. A source of the FET Qf is 
connected via the conductor to the other terminal of the 
secondary Winding M. Further, the other terminal of the 
secondary Winding M is connected to one terminal of an 
auxiliary Winding H2. The other terrninal (hereinafter 
termed a “second output terminal”) of the auxiliary Winding 
H2 is connected to one terminal of a resistance Rf. The other 
terminal of the resistance Rf is connected to a gate of the 
FET Of. The FET Qf equivalently has a parasitic diode 
through to connect a source With a drain thereof, and through 
Which the direction from the source to the drain is set as a 
forWard direction. 

Moreover, posterior to the choke coil L, a smoothing 
capacitor C is connected in parallel With the secondary 
Winding M. Then, an output terminal of the converter 10a is 
connected to a load 2 (e.g., a CPU (Central Processing Unit) 
of a personal computer, etc). Further, an output terminal of 
each of the converters 10b, 10c is connected With the output 
terminal of the converter 10a. 

The auxiliary Winding H1 and the auxiliary Winding H2 
correspond to the auxiliary Winding of the present invention. 

Operation of DC-DC Converter 
Next, an operation of each of the converters 10a, 10b, 10c 

shoWn in FIG. 1 Will hereinafter be explained. The convert 
ers 10a, 10b, 10c, hoWever, perform the same operation, and 
therefore the operation of the converter 10a is exernpli?ed. 
Note that the operation of the converter 10a is much the 
same as the operation of the converter 1a illustrated in FIG. 
11(a) and hence explained With reference to FIG. 11(b). 
A voltage is generated on the primary Winding of the 

transformer T in accordance With the ON/OFF statues of the 
sWitching transistor Tr. A positive voltage (Tr: ON-status) 
and a negative voltage (Tr: OFF-status) are alternately 
generated as a voltage VT With a given magnitude and a 
given period on the secondary Winding M of the transformer 
T (see FIG. 11(b)). It shall be, hoWever, assumed that the 
voltage be positive When an electric potential at one terminal 
of the secondary Winding M is higher than an electric 
potential at the other terrninal thereof, and be negative When 
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the electric potential at one terminal of the secondary 
Winding M is less than the one at the other terrninal thereof. 

Herein, it is presumed that the voltage is generated on the 
primary Winding of the transformer T, and that the positive 
voltage VT is generated on the secondary Winding M. 
Thereupon, the positive voltage is produced at the ?rst 
output terminal of the auxiliary Winding H1. This voltage is 
applied via the resistance Rs to the gate of the FET Qs. Then, 
a gate/source voltage (hereinafter sirnple called a “gate 
voltage”) rises, and the FET Qs is turned ON. 

Hereupon, an electric current ?oWs from the drain of the 
FET Qs to the choke coil L. Then, the FET Qs is kept ON, 
during Which an energy is accumulated in the choke coil L. 
Further, the smoothing capacitor C is charged With the 
electric charge. The srnoothed DC voltage is thereby sup 
plied to the load 2. 

Thereafter, a polarity of the voltage VT generated on the 
secondary Winding M changes from positive to negative, at 
which time the gate voltage of the FET Qs decreases With the 
result that the FET Qs is turned OFF. Further, the polarity of 
the voltage VT changes from positive to negative, and the 
positive voltage is thereby generated at the second output 
terminal of the auxiliary Winding H2. This positive voltage 
is applied via the resistance Rf to the FET Qf. Then, the gate 
voltage of the FET Qf rises, Whereby the FET Qf is turned 
ON. Thus, the FET Qf is turned ON substantially simulta 
neously With the turn-OFF of the FET Qs. 
Upon the turn-OFF of the FET Os, the energy accurnu 

lated in the choke coil L is released during the ON-status of 
the FET Qs. The electric current thereby ?oWs through a 
closed circuit consisting of the choke coil L, the load 2 and 
the FET Qf. 

Thereafter, the transformer T is rnagnetically reset, the 
generation of the negative voltage VT stops, and the voltage 
produced on the secondary Winding M comes to “0”. 
Thereupon, the gate voltage of the FET Qf decreases With 
the result that the FET Qf is turned OFF, and a resistance 
value of the parasitic diode DQf becomes less than a 
resistance value betWeen the source and the drain of the FET 
Of. The electric current thereby ?oWs through a closed 
circuit consisting of the choke coil L, the load 2 and the 
parasitic diode DQf. 

Thereafter, the voltage is applied across the primary 
Winding of the transformer T, Whereby the positive voltage 
VT is again generated on the secondary Winding M and the 
positive voltage is generated at the ?rst output terminal of 
the auxiliary Winding H1. Then, the FET Qs is turned ON. 
Apolarity of an anode/cathode voltage of the parasitic diode 
DQf becomes a reverse, and, hence, no electric current ?oWs 
to this parasitic diode DQf With the result that the parasitic 
diode DQf is turned OFF. Hereafter, the operation described 
above is to be repeatedly carried out. 

Thus, the converter 10a sWitches ON/OFF the FET Qs 
and the FET Qf synchroniZing With the change in the 
polarity of the voltage VT from positive to negative. The 
substantially ?xed cornrnutated DC voltage is thereby sup 
plied With the load 2. 

The respective converters 10a, 10b, 10c are operated in 
parallel, and the output each converter is supplied to the load 
2 via the output terminal of the converter 10a. At this time, 
if there halt oscillations (the generation of the voltage VT) 
of any one of the converters 10a, 10b, 10c, each of the 
converters 10a, 10b, 10c operates in the following manner: 

For example, if the oscillations of the converter 10a stop, 
electric currents outputted from the normal converters 10b, 
10c attempt to How to betWeen the drain and the source of 
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the FET Os via the choke coil L of the converter 10a. The 
currents are hindered, because the FET Os remains OFF, and 
the parasitic diode DQs having a rectifying characteristic in 
the direction opposite to the current direction. 

Similarly, electric currents outputted from the normal 
converters 10b, 10c attempt to How to betWeen the drain and 
the source of the FET Of via the choke coil L. The currents 
are hindered by the parasitic diode DQf, because the para 
sitic diode DQf having the rectifying characteristic in the 
direction opposite to the current direction, the conduction 
thereof is hindered. 

Therefore, the voltage is not applied to each of the gates 
of the FET Os and of the FET Qf, and it folloWs that the FET 
Os and the FET Of are not turned ON. Accordingly, a large 
quantity of electric current is prevented from ?oWing into 
the converter 10a. 

As discussed above, according to the converter 10a in the 
?rst embodiment, the electric current ?oWing into the con 
verter 10a is prevented from ?oWing far into the respective 
gates of the FET Os and FET Of and from turning ON the 
FET Os or FET Of. Therefore, a de?ciency of the electric 
current supplied to the load 2 is prevented, and damages to 
the FET Os and FET Of are also prevented. 

Next, a second embodiment of the present invention Will 
be discussed. In each of the converters 10a, 10b, 10c in the 
?rst embodiment discussed above, as shoWn in FIG. 11(b), 
the transformer T is magnetically reset and the voltage VT 
comes to “0”, during Which the FET Of is turned OFF While 
the parasitic diode DQf is turned ON. When the parasitic 
diode DQf is turned ON, hoWever, a voltage drop betWeen 
the anode and the cathode of the parasitic diode DQf might 
become larger than needed and, hence, this results in such a 
problem that the loss increases. 

The second embodiment is contrived to obviate the prob 
lem inherent in the ?rst embodiment. FIG. 2(a) is a diagram 
shoWing a circuit construction in a converter 20 in accor 
dance With the second embodiment. FIG. 2(b) is a time chart 
shoWing an operation of the circuit element illustrated in 
FIG. 2(a). FIG. 2(c) is a partially enlarged diagram of the 
time chart shoWn in FIG. 2(b). 

Circuit Construction of Converter 20 
Referring to FIG. 2(a), the transformer T is provided on 

an input side of the converter 20. The source of the FET Os 
is connected to one terminal of the secondary Winding M of 
the transformer T. One terminal of the choke coil L is 
connected to the drain of the FET Qs. Then, the output 
terminal of the converter 20 is connected to the other 
terminal of the choke coil L. 

Further, one terminal of the auxiliary Winding H1 is 
connected to one terminal of the secondary Winding M. The 
other terminal (hereinafter simply called the “?rst output 
terminal”) of the auxiliary Winding H1 is connected to one 
terminal of the resistance Rs. The other terminal of the 
resistance Rs is connected to the gate of the above-described 
FET Qs. This FET Os equivalently has the parasitic diode 
DQs through Which to connect the source With the drain 
thereof, and through Which the direction from the source to 
the drain is set as the forWard direction. 

The drain of the FET Of is connected to the conductor for 
connecting the drain of the FET Os to one terminal of the 
choke coil L. The source of the FET Of is connected via the 
conductor to the other terminal of the secondary Winding M. 
Further, the other terminal of the secondary Winding M is 
connected to one terminal of the auxiliary Winding H2. The 
other terminal (hereinafter termed the “second output 
terminal”) of the auxiliary Winding H2 is connected to an 
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anode of a diode D1. Acathode of the diode D1 is connected 
to one terminal of the resistance Rf. The other terminal of the 
resistance Rf is connected to the gate of the FET Of. 

This FET Of equivalently has a parasitic diode DQf 
through to connect the source With the drain thereof, and 
through Which the direction from the source to the drain is 
set as a forWard direction. Furthermore, the FET Of equiva 
lently has a capacitor Ciss (a capacity component) having its 
one terminal connected to the gate of the FET Of and its 
other terminal connected to the source of the FET Of. Note 
that a capacitor instead of the capacitor Ciss may also be 
externally connected betWeen the gate and the source of the 
FET Qf. 

Moreover, one terminal of the resistance R1 is connected 
to a conductor for connecting one terminal of the secondary 
Winding M to the source of the FET Qs. The other terminal 
of this resistance R1 is connected to a gate of an FET Q1. A 
source of the FET O1 is connected to a conductor for 
connecting the other terminal of the secondary Winding M to 
the source of the FET Qs. Further, a drain of the FET O1 is 
connected to a conductor for connecting a cathode of the 
diode D1 to one terminal of the resistance R1. This FET Q1 
equivalently includes a parasitic diode DQ1 through Which 
to connect a source to a drain thereof, and through Which the 
direction from the source to the drain is set as a forWard 
direction. 

Moreover, posterior to the choke coil L, the smoothing 
capacitor C is connected in parallel to the secondary Winding 
M. Then, the output terminal of the converter 20 is con 
nected to the load 2. 
The diode D1 and the FET Q1 correspond to the drive 

keeping circuit of the present invention. The capacitor Ciss 
is the accumulating means of the present invention. The FET 
Q1 corresponds to the discharging sWitch of the present 
invention. 

Operation of Converter 20 
An operation of the converter 20 Will hereinafter be 

explained. Namely, the positive voltage and the negative 
voltage are, in the same Way as the ?rst embodiment, 
alternately generated as the voltage VT With a given mag 
nitude and a given period on the secondary Winding M of the 
transformer T in accordance With the voltage application to 
the primary Winding of the transformer T (see FIG. 2(b)). 

Herein, it shall be assumed that the voltage VT in the 
positive direction be generated on the secondary Winding M 
upon applying the voltage to the primary Winding of the 
transformer T. At this time, the positive voltage is produced 
at the ?rst output terminal of the auxiliary Winding H1. This 
voltage is applied to the gate of the FET Os via the resistance 
Rs. Thereupon, the gate voltage of the FET Os rises With the 
result that the FET Os is turned ON. Further, When the FET 
Os is turned ON, the FET O1 is also turned ON. 
The FET O1 is kept ON, during Which the energy is 

accumulated in the choke coil L, and the smoothing capaci 
tor C is charged With the electric charge. The load 2 thereby 
receives the substantially ?xed smoothed DC voltage as an 
output of the converter 20. 

Thereafter, the polarity of the voltage VT generated on the 
secondary Winding M changes from positive to negative, at 
Which time the gate voltage of the FET Os decreases With the 
result that the FET Os is turned OFF. Further, the FET O1 
is also turned OFF. Moreover, the polarity of the voltage VT 
changes from positive to negative, and the positive voltage 
is thereby generated at the second output terminal of the 
auxiliary Winding H2. This positive voltage is applied via 
the diode D1 and the resistance Rf to the gate of the FET Of. 
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The FET Qf is thereby turned ON. Thus, the FET Qf is 
turned ON substantially alternately to the OFF-status of the 
FET Qs. At this time, the electric charges are accumulated 
in the capacitor Ciss of the FET Of. 
When the FET Qs is turned OFF, the energy accumulated 

in the choke coil L during the ON-status of the FET Qs, is 
released. The electric current thereby ?oWs to the closed 
circuit consisting of the choke coil L, the load 2 and the FET 
Qf. 

Thereafter, the transformer T is magnetically reset, and, 
When the generation of the negative voltage VT stops (the 
voltage VT comes to “0”), there stops the positive applied 
voltage to the FET Qf from the second output terminal of the 
auXiliary Winding H2. Since the electric charges are accu 
mulated in the capacitor Ciss of the FET Of, hoWever, the 
electric potential betWeen the capacitor Ciss and the gate of 
the FET Qf remains higher than the voltage betWeen the 
source of the FET Qf and the source of the FET Q1. 

The electric charges accumulated in this capacitor Ciss try 
to How in a loWer-potential direction. HoWever, the direction 
of the diode D1 and of the diode DQl is opposite to the How 
of current, and, the FET Qf being kept OFF, the How of 
current is therefore hindered. Consequently the gate voltage 
of the FET Qf is kept at the ON level. Accordingly, the FET 
Qf is not turned ON, and the parasitic diode DQf is not 
turned ON. 

Thereafter, upon applying the voltage to the primary 
Winding of the transformer T, the positive voltage VT is 
again generated on the secondary Winding M, and the 
positive voltage is produced at the ?rst output terminal of the 
auXiliary Winding H1, at Which time the FET Qs is turned 
ON. Further, the FET O1 is turned ON With the generation 
of the positive voltage VT. Then, the electric charges accu 
mulated in the capacitor Ciss are discharged through the 
resistance Rf and the FET O1 in accordance With a time 
constant determined by a capacity of the capacitor Ciss and 
a value of the resistance Rf. 

Thereupon, the gate voltage of the FET Qf decreases, and 
the FET Qf is turned OFF. Then, the FET Qs is turned ON, 
Whereby the energy is again accumulated in the choke coil 
L. Hereinafter, the converter 20 repeats the operation 
described above. 

According to the converter 20 in the embodiment 2, the 
transformer T is magnetically reset, and the voltage VT 
becomes “0”. Even in such a case, the FET Qf is kept in the 
ON-status. Hence, there is prevented an occurrence of loss 
upon the turn-ON of the parasitic diode DQf as in the case 
of the conventional converter 1a and the converter 10a in the 
?rst embodiment. 

NeXt, a third embodiment of the present invention Will be 
explained. In the converter 20 in the second embodiment 
discussed above, the parasitic diode DQf is prevented from 
being turned ON by the diode D1 hindering the electric 
charges in the capacitor Ciss from being discharged. Then, 
the FET O1 is turned ON simultaneously With the turn-ON 
of the FET Qs, thereby discharging the electric charges in 
the capacitor Ciss and thus turning OFF the FET Of. 

Incidentally, in the converter 20 in the second 
embodiment, a gate voltage (a voltage VGS-Qf in FIG. 2(c)) 
of the FET Qf is controlled by a rectangular Wave of, e.g., 
0—10V, thereby driving the FET Of. Then, in vieW of a 
MOS-FET being used as a gate of a TTL (Transistor 
Transistor Logic), an ON/ OFF threshold is set in the vicinity 
of 2V. A rise of the gate voltage of the FET Of, hoWever, 
depends on a transient phenomenon based on the capacitor 
Ciss and the resistance Rf, and hence, as shoWn in FIG. 2(c) 
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the gate voltage gently decreases as it approaches “0” and 
?nally becomes “0”. 

Accordingly, in the converter 20 in accordance With the 
second embodiment, there must be a long time till the gate 
voltage of the FET Qf decreased under the ON/OFF thresh 
old since the positive voltage VT Was produced in the 
transformer T, i.e., a turn-OFF time becomes long, resulting 
in such a problem that sWitching loss augments. 
The third embodiment is contrived to obviate the problem 

peculiar to the converter 20 in the second embodiment. FIG. 
3(a) is a diagram shoWing a circuit construction of a 
converter 30 in the third embodiment. FIG. 3(b) is a time 
chart shoWing an operation of the circuit element illustrated 
in FIG. 3(a). FIG. 3(c) is a partially enlarged diagram of the 
time chart shoWn in FIG. 3(b). 

Circuit Construction of Converter 30 
Referring to FIG. 3(a), the transformer T is provided on 

an input side of the converter 30, and an output terminal of 
the converter 30 is connected to the load 2. One terminal of 
the secondary Winding M of the transformer T is connected 
to the source of the FET Qs via a conductor. The drain of the 
FET Qs is connected to one terminal of the choke coil L via 
the conductor. Then, the other terminal of the choke coil L 
is connected to the output terminal of the converter 20. 
One terminal of the auXiliary Winding H1 is connected to 

one terminal of the secondary Winding M of the transformer 
T. The other terminal (hereinafter simply called the “?rst 
output terminal”) of the auXiliary Winding H1 is connected 
to one terminal of the resistance Rs. The other terminal of 
the resistance Rs is connected to gate of the above-described 
FET Qs. This FET Qs equivalently has the parasitic diode 
DQs through Which to connect the source With the drain 
thereof, and through Which the direction from the source to 
the drain is set as the forWard direction. 

One terminal of the smoothing capacitor C is connected to 
the other terminal of the choke coil L. The other terminal of 
the smoothing capacitor C is connected to the other terminal 
of the secondary Winding M via the conductor. Then, the 
gate of the FET Q11 is connected via the resistance R11 to 
the conductor for connecting the other terminal of the 
smoothing capacitor C to the other terminal of the secondary 
Winding M. 
An auXiliary Winding H2 is connected to the other termi 

nal of the secondary Winding M. The other terminal 
(hereinafter called the “second output terminal”) of the 
auXiliary Winding H2 is connected via the conductor to the 
source of the FET Q11. Then, the drain of the FET Q11 is 
connected via the resistance Rf to the gate of the FET Of. 
The FET Q11 equivalently has a parasitic diode DQ11 
through to connect the source With the drain thereof, and 
through Which the direction from the source to the drain is 
set as a forWard direction. 

The source of the FET Qf is connected to the conductor 
for connecting the other terminal of the secondary Winding 
M to the other terminal of the smoothing capacitor C. The 
drain of the FET Qf is connected to the conductor for 
connecting the drain of the FET Qs to one terminal of the 
choke coil L. This FET Qf equivalently has the parasitic 
diode DQf through Which to connect the source and the drain 
thereof, and through Which the direction from the source to 
the drain is set as a forWard direction. Furthermore, the FET 
Qf equivalently has the capacitor Ciss (the capacitor 
component) having its one terminal connected to the gate of 
the FET Qf and its other terminal connected to the source of 
the FET Of. 
The FET Q11 corresponds to the discharging sWitch of the 

present invention. 
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Operation of Converter 30 
An operation of the converter 30 described above Will 

hereinafter be explained. That is, the positive voltage and the 
negative voltage are, in the same Way as the ?rst 
embodiment, alternately generated as the voltage VT With a 
given magnitude and a given period on the secondary 
Winding M of the transformer T in accordance With the 
voltage application to the primary Winding of the trans 
former T (see FIG. 3(b)). 

Herein, it shall be assumed that the voltage VT be 
generated on the secondary Winding M upon applying the 
voltage to the primary Winding of the transformer T. At this 
time, the positive voltage is produced at the ?rst output 
terminal of the auxiliary Winding H1. This voltage is applied 
to the gate of the FET Qs. Thereupon, the FET Qs is turned 
ON, and subsequently to this the FET Q11 is also turned ON. 

The FET Qs is kept ON, during Which the energy is 
accumulated in the choke coil L, and the smoothing capaci 
tor C is charged With the electric charge. The load 2 receives 
thereby the smoothed DC voltage as an output of the 
converter 30. 

Thereafter, the polarity of the voltage VT generated on the 
secondary Winding M changes from positive to negative, at 
Which time the gate voltages of the FET Qs and of the FET 
Q11 decrease With the result that the FET Qs and the FET 
Q11 are turned OFF. Moreover, the polarity of the voltage 
VT changes from positive to negative, and the positive 
voltage is thereby generated at the second output terminal of 
the auxiliary Winding H2. This positive voltage is applied 
via the parasitic diode DQ11 and the resistance Rf to the gate 
of the FET Qf. Then, the FET Qf is turned ON. At this time, 
the electric charges are accumulated in the capacitor Ciss of 
the FET Of. 
When the FET Qs is turned OFF, the energy accumulated 

in the choke coil L during the ON-status of the FET Os, is 
released. The electric current thereby ?oWs to the closed 
circuit consisting of the choke coil L, the load 2 and the FET 
Qf. 

Thereafter, the transformer T is magnetically reset, and, 
When the generation of the negative voltage VT stops (the 
voltage VT comes to “0”), the gate voltage of the FET Qf is 
kept at the ON level by the positive voltage With Which the 
capacitor Ciss of the FET Qf is charged. Accordingly, 
neither the FET Qf is turned OFF, nor the parasitic diode 
DQf is turned ON. 

Thereafter, the positive voltage is gain produced on the 
secondary Winding M by applying the voltage to the primary 
Winding of the transformer T, and, simultaneously With this, 
the positive voltage is generated at the ?rst output terminal 
of the auxiliary Winding H1. Thereupon, the FET Qs again 
becomes ON. Further, the FET Q11 is also again turned ON. 
The negative voltage is thereby applied to the gate of the 
FET Of, and hence the gate voltage of the FET Qf decreases 
toWard a steady state of substantially —10V. 
At this time, the electric charges in the capacitor Ciss are 

discharged via the resistance Rf and the FET Q11 in accor 
dance With the time constant determined by the capacity of 
the capacitor Ciss and by the value of the resistance Rf. 
Herein the gate voltage of the FET Of, because of the steady 
state being substantially —10V, decreases With a compara 
tively steep gradient in the vicinity of 2V (in the proximity 
to the ON/OFF threshold of the FET Of). Accordingly, the 
FET Qf is turned OFF in a shorter period of OFF-time than 
in the second embodiment. 

Then, the FET Qs is turned ON, Whereby the energy is 
again accumulated in the choke coil L. Hereafter, the con 
verter 30 repeats the operation described above. 
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According to the converter 30 in the third embodiment, a 

backWard bias is applied to the gate of the FET Qf by turning 
ON the FET Q11, and therefore the gradient of the gate 
voltage in the vicinity of the ON/OFF threshold of the FET 
Qf becomes steeper than in the second embodiment. The 
turn-OFF time of the FET Qf becomes steeper than in the 
second embodiment. Hence, the sWitching loss can be 
reduced greater than in the second embodiment. 

Further, according to the converter 30 in the third 
embodiment, the parasitic diode DQ11 performs the func 
tion of the diode D1 used in the second embodiment, and 
consequently there can be reduced a larger number of parts 
than in the converter 20 in the second embodiment. 

Next, a fourth embodiment of the present invention Will 
be described. According to the converter 20 in the second 
embodiment discussed above and the converter 30 in the 
third embodiment discussed above, When the oscillations 
thereof stop due to a breakdoWn, etc., or When the primary 
side poWer supply of the transformer T is sWitched OFF, the 
FET Qf remains ON by the voltage With Which the capacitor 
Ciss is charged. 

Therefore, if the parallel operations are carried out, as in 
the ?rst embodiment by use of, e.g., a plurality of converters 
20, and if any one of the converters 20 stops oscillating, a 
large quantity of current generated from the normal con 
verters 20 ?oWs into the FET Qf of the converter 20 having 
stopped oscillating, and this FET Qf might be damaged. This 
problem is common to such a case that the parallel opera 
tions are conducted as in the ?rst embodiment by using a 
plurality of converters 30. 

The fourth embodiment is contrived to obviate the prob 
lem given above. FIG. 4(a) is a diagram shoWing a circuit 
construction of a converter 40 in the fourth embodiment. 
FIG. 4(b) is a time chart shoWing an operation of the circuit 
element illustrated in FIG. 4(a). The converter 40 in the 
fourth embodiment is, hoWever, constructed by adding neW 
components to the converter 30 described above. Therefore, 
the explanations of the common components are omitted, 
and only the neW components Will be explained. 

Circuit Construction of Converter 40 
Referring to FIG. 4(a), an anode of a diode D2 is 

connected to a conductor for connecting one terminal of the 
secondary Winding M of the transformer T to the source of 
the FET Qs. A cathode of the diode D2 is connected to one 
terminal of a resistance R2. The other terminal of the 
resistance R2 is connected to one terminal of the capacitor 
C1, a cathode of a Zener diode D3, one terminal of a 
resistance Rh and a non-inversion input terminal of a 
comparator 41. 

Further, the other terminals of the capacitor C1 described 
above, the Zener diode D3 and the resistance Rh are 
connected to a conductor for connecting the other terminal 
of the secondary Winding M to the other terminal of the 
smoothing capacitor C. Then, an inversion-input terminal of 
the comparator 41 is connected to the above conductor 
through a constant voltage source for generating a reference 
voltage Vref. Then, an output terminal of the comparator 41 
is connected to the gate of the FET Qf via the resistance Rf. 

Herein, the capacitor C1 is charged With a voltage Vc1 
inputted to the comparator 41. Further, the Zener diode D3 
causes a voltage breakdoWn When the voltage Vc1 of the 
capacitor C1 rises above a predetermined value, thus 
restraining the voltage Vc1 of the capacitor C1 doWn to the 
predetermined value. The diode D2 hinders the electric 
charges in the capacitor C1 from being discharged on the 
side of one terminal of the secondary Winding M. Moreover, 
the resistance Rh is a resistance for discharging the capacitor 
C1. 
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The comparator 41 is constructed by use of an operational 
ampli?er. This comparator 41 compares the voltage Vc1 
inputted from the non-inversion input terminal thereof With 
the resistance voltage Vref inputted from the inversion input 
terminal thereof, and, if the voltage Vc1 is loWer than the 
resistance voltage Vref, outputs a negative voltage. 

The diode D2, the resistance R2, the capacitor C1, the 
Zener diode D3, the resistance Rh and the comparator 41 
correspond to the drive stopping circuit of the present 
invention. The comparator 41 corresponds to the comparing 
circuit of the present invention. 

Operation of Converter 40 
An operation of the converter 40 described above Will 

hereinafter be explained. The operation of the converter 40 
is, hoWever, partially common to the operation of the 
converter 30, and therefore mainly a different operation from 
the converter 30 Will be explained. The positive voltage and 
the negative voltage are, in the same Way as the third 
embodiment, alternately generated as the voltage VT With a 
given magnitude and a given period on the secondary 
Winding M of the transformer T in accordance With the 
voltage application to the primary Winding of the trans 
former T. 

Herein, it shall be assumed that the positive voltage VT be 
generated on the secondary Winding M upon applying the 
voltage to the primary Winding of the transformer T. At this 
time, the capacitor C1 is charged With the positive voltage 
VT through the diode D2 and the resistance R2, and the 
voltage Vc1 produced by the electric charges given thereto 
is inputted to the comparator 41. At this moment, the voltage 
Vc1 inputted to the comparator 41 is restrained to the 
predetermined value by the Zener diode D3. 

Thereafter, When the polarity of the voltage VT produced 
on the secondary Winding M changes from positive to 
negative, the FET Qs and the FET Qf are turned OFF. 
Further, With the change in the polarity of the voltage VT 
from positive to negative, the positive voltage is generated 
at the second output terminal of the auxiliary Winding H2. 
The FET Of is thereby turned ON. At this time, the electric 
charges are accumulated in the capacitor Ciss. 
When the FET Qs is turned OFF, the energy accumulated 

in the choke coil L during the ON-status of the FET Qs is 
released. An electric current IL thereby ?oWs through a 
closed circuit consisting of the choke coil L, the load 2 and 
the FET Of. 

Herein, it is presumed that the oscillations of the converter 
40 stop due to a breakdown, and that it comes to a state 
Where no positive voltage is generated at the ?rst output 
terminal of the auxiliary Winding H1 While the voltage VT 
remains to be “0”. Then, the FET Qs remains OFF, and the 
FET Qf is kept in the ON-status by the positive voltage With 
Which the capacitor Ciss is charged. 
On the other hand, the electric charges accumulated in the 

capacitor C1 are discharged via the resistance Rh, and the 
voltage Vc1 inputted to the comparator 41 gradually 
decreases. Then, the comparator 41, When the voltage Vc1 
is loWer than the reference voltage Vref, outputs the negative 
voltage. This negative voltage is applied to the gate of the 
FET Of. The electric charges in the capacitor Ciss ?oWs into 
the comparator 41 via the resistance Rf and are then dis 
charged. As a result, the gate voltage of the FET Qf abruptly 
decreases, With the result that the FET Qf is turned OFF. 

According to the converter 40 in the fourth embodiment, 
in the case of operating the plurality of converters 40 in 
parallel, any one of the converters 40 stops oscillating, and 
it comes to a state Where the voltage VT is not produced on 
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the secondary Winding M for a predetermined period of 
time. Then, after an elapse of a predetermined time for 
Which the capacity of the capacitor C1 is determined by an 
initial value of the voltage Vc1 and the value of the 
resistance Rh, the comparator 41 turns OFF the FET Of. It 
is therefore feasible to prevent a large electric current from 
?oWing into the converter 40 having stopped oscillating and 
the FET Qf of the converter 40 from being damaged. 

Next, a ?fth embodiment of the present invention Will be 
discussed. In the case of using and operating the plurality of 
converters 40 in the embodiment 40, the voltage VT is not 
generated in any one of the converters 40, and the voltage 
VT continues to be in the “0” status for the predetermined 
time, in this converter 40 the transformer T sided electric 
potential becomes loWer than the electric potential on the 
side of the load 2. Therefore, the electric current ?oWs from 
other converter 40 via the choke coil L. As a measure taken 
for this current, in the converter 40, if the voltage VT 
continues to be in the “0” status for the predetermined time, 
the comparator 41 turns OFF the FET Qf. 

If the FET Qf is in the OFF-state, hoWever, the electric 
current ?oWing from other converter 40 has noWhere to go. 
Consequently, a large surge voltage is generated betWeen the 
drain and the source of the FET Of, and there exists a 
possibility that the FET Qf might be damaged. A possible 
contrivance for coping With this problem is that an absorber 
against the surge voltage is formed by providing a resistance 
and a capacitor anterior to the choke coil L. A loss may be 
caused because of providing the resistance and the capacitor, 
and hence there might be a possibility in Which an ef?ciency 
of the converter 40 declines. 
The ?fth embodiment is contrived to obviate the problem 

described above. FIG. 5(a) is a diagram shoWing a circuit 
construction of a converter 50 in the ?fth embodiment. FIG. 
5(b) is a time chart shoWing an operation of the circuit 
element illustrated in FIG. 5(a). The converter 50 in the ?fth 
embodiment is, hoWever, constructed by adding neW com 
ponents to the converter 40 described above. Therefore, the 
common components are marked With the same numerals, 
and only the neW components are explained While omitting 
the explanation about the common components. 

<Circuit Construction of Converter 50> 
Referring to FIG. 5(a), a cathode of a Zener diode DZ1 is 

connected to a conductor for connecting the drain of the FET 
Qs to one terminal of the choke coil L. An anode of this 
Zener diode DZ1 is connected to a conductor for connecting 
the other terminal of the secondary Winding M of the 
transformer T to the other terminal of the smoothing capaci 
tor C. 

A forWard-direction resistance of this Zener diode DZ1 is 
so constructed as to become larger than the resistance 
betWeen the source and the drain of the FET Qf When the 
FET Qf is turned ON as Well as being so constructed that the 
Zener diode DZ1 is not turned ON in the forWard direction 

(anodeQcathode). 
The Zener diode DZ1 corresponds to the clamp circuit of 

the present invention. 
<Operation of Converter 50> 
An operation of the converter 50 described above Will 

hereinafter be explained. The operation of the converter 50 
is, hoWever, partially common to the operation of the 
converter 40, and therefore mainly a different operation from 
the converter 40 Will be explained. Given herein is an 
explanation of the operation of any one of the converters 50 
When the plurality of converters 50 are operated in parallel. 

The positive voltage and the negative voltage are, in the 
same Way as the ?rst embodiment, alternately generated as 














