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APPARATUS AND METHOD FOR 
COLLECTING BLOOD SAMPLES 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 
The invention relates to the collection of blood samples 

for testing. More particularly, the invention relates to an 
apparatus and method for collecting small volume blood 
samples While minimizing exposure of the blood samples to 
ambient air. 

2. Description of the Related Art 
It is Well knoWn to utiliZe syringes having a movable 

plunger for collecting blood samples. Syringes have proven 
to be effective, reliable and safe for collecting blood samples 
of relatively large volumes. Once a blood sample is 
collected, it can be introduced into various testing apparatus 
commonly referred to as “analyzers” for blood gas, 
co-oximetry, electrolyte, and metabolite analysis, for 
example. Recently, analyZers have been developed that are 
capable of accurately analyZing blood samples ranging in 
volume from 90—250 microliters. Syringes cannot effec 
tively collect samples of such a small volume and thus the 
use of syringes for collecting blood often results in the 
collection of excess blood. 

In many procedures, such as performing blood gas analy 
ses in neonates, it is desirable to minimiZe the volume of 
collected blood samples. Of course, neonates have a very 
small blood volume. Also, blood gas analysis requires that 
blood be draWn at frequent intervals. Therefore, it is impor 
tant to draW samples that are as small as possible to reduce 
or eliminate blood Waste and the potential need for blood 
transfusions. 

US. Pat. No. 4,263, 922 is exemplary of patents disclos 
ing instruments and methods capable of draWing small 
volume blood samples. The instrument disclosed in US. Pat. 
No. 4,263,922 includes a capillary tube, a handle, and a 
needle assembly. The handle serves as a needle assembly 
adaptor for coupling the needle assembly to the tube. Blood 
is draWn through the needle assembly and handle into the 
tube via capillary action. Subsequently, the needle assembly 
and the handle are removed from an end of the tube and a 
separate cap is ?tted over each end of the tube to retain the 
sample in the tube. Since the needle assembly and the handle 
must both be removed before a cap can be placed over an 
end of the tube, the collected blood sample is exposed to 
ambient air for a relatively long period of time While the end 
of the tube is completely open prior to ?tting a cap thereto. 
Such exposure can negatively affect the accuracy of blood 
analysis on the sample because of gas exchange due to 
diffusion. A similar exposure to ambient air occurs When 
removing the caps and interfacing the tube to a blood 
analyZer. Also, blood may drip out of the tube in the long 
period of time that the tube end is open. This can reduce the 
accuracy of blood analysis and can present issues of disease 
transmission to medical personnel collecting and otherWise 
handling the blood sample. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

It is an object of the invention to overcome the above 
noted limitations of conventional instruments and methods. 

It is another object of the invention to reliably collect 
small volume blood samples. 

It is another object of the invention to collect small 
volume blood samples and deliver the same to a blood 
analyZer While minimiZing exposure of the blood samples to 
ambient air. 
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2 
It is another object of the invention to increase the 

accuracy of blood sample collection and analysis. 
It is another object of the invention to reduce the number 

of parts required for a blood collection instrument. 

To achieve the above object, a ?rst aspect of the invention 
is a blood sample collection apparatus comprising an elon 
gated capillary tube having an open proximal end and an 
open distal end, a ?rst end cap including a base portion 
having an inner end and an outer end, a passage extending 
betWeen the inner end and the outer end, and a plug 
con?gured to selectively close the passage, and a second end 
cap coupled to the distal end of the capillary tube. The inner 
end of the base portion of the ?rst end cap is coupled to the 
proximal end of the capillary tube. A Luer surface is de?ned 
on an outer portion of the ?rst end cap. 

A second aspect of the invention is a blood sample 
collection method comprising the steps of coupling a needle 
assembly to an open proximal end of an elongated capillary 
tube having a ?rst end cap thereon, the ?rst end cap 
including a base portion having an inner end coupled to the 
proximal end of the capillary tube, an outer end, a passage 
extending betWeen the inner end and the outer end, a Luer 
surface de?ned thereon, and a ?rst plug con?gured to 
selectively close the passage. The coupling step includes 
disposing a hub of the needle over the Luer surface de?ned 
on the base portion With the plug not closing the opening of 
the passage. The method also comprises the steps of placing 
an end of the needle in communication With a blood supply, 
draWing blood through the needle and the passage into the 
capillary tube, closing the distal end of the capillary tube 
With a second end cap, removing the needle assembly from 
the capillary tube, and closing the passage With the plug. 
A third aspect of the invention is an end cap for closing 

an end of a capillary tube con?gured to retain a blood 
sample. The end cap comprises a base portion having a 
passage de?ned therethrough, a plug con?gured to selec 
tively close the passage, and a Luer surface de?ned on an 
outer portion of the base portion. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING 

The invention is described herein through preferred 
embodiments With reference to the attached draWing in 
Which: 

FIG. 1 is a side vieW of a blood collection apparatus in 
accordance With a preferred embodiment of the invention; 

FIG. 2 is an exploded vieW of the preferred embodiment; 
FIG. 3 is a side vieW of the preferred embodiment 

illustrating the draWing of blood from a blood supply; 
FIG. 4 is a side vieW of the preferred embodiment 

illustrating the sealing thereof after draWing blood; 
FIG. 5 is an enlarged vieW, in partial section of a portion 

of the preferred embodiment With a needle assembly 
attached; 

FIG. 6 is is an enlarged vieW, in partial section of a portion 
of the preferred embodiment With a needle assembly 
removed; and 

FIG. 7 is a sectional vieW taken along line 7—7 of FIG. 
6. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

FIGS. 1 & 2 illustrate blood sample collection apparatus 
10 in accordance With a preferred embodiment of the 
invention. Collection apparatus 10 includes capillary tube 12 
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Which is a hollow elongate tube having open ends and 
passage 13 (see FIG. 7) therethrough, a pair of end caps 14 
for selectively closing the open ends of capillary tube 12, 
and needle assembly 16 adapted to be coupled to capillary 
tube 12. Needle assembly 16 can be a conventional needle 
assembly and is discussed in greater detail beloW. Needle 
assembly 16 can be provided as part of apparatus 10 or 
separately in package 17 as illustrated in FIG. 1, and thus the 
phrase “blood sample collection apparatus” as used herein 
refers to an apparatus With or Without a needle assembly. 
Capillary tube 12 of the preferred embodiment is propor 
tioned to hold 100 microliters of blood in passage 13. Of 
course, Capillary tube 12 can be proportioned to hold any 
volume of blood desirable for a sample. 

Capillary tube 12 can be of a knoWn construction and can 
be formed of a polycarbonate material With a cellulose 
propionate coating on its interior surfaces. Alternatively, 
capillary tube 12 can be made of any suitable non-gas 
permeable copolymer. Capillary tube 12 can be formed by 
extrusion, molding, or any other appropriate process. 
Further, a coating of sodium heparin or advanced heparin 
can be formed on surfaces of capillary tube 12, or impreg 
nated in capillary tube 12, to prevent clotting of blood 
contained in capillary tube 12. For example, 5 USP/ 
microliter dried sodium heparin can be used. 
End caps 14 can be formed of medical grade silicone or 

any other appropriate material. Preferably, end caps 14 are 
someWhat resilient and impervious to ?uids. End caps 14 
can be formed through an injection molding process or by 
any other appropriate method. Each end cap 14 includes 
base portion 18, plug 20 in the form of a stopper, and ?exible 
arm 22 coupling plug 20 to base portion 18. Flexible arm 22 
serves to captivate plug 20 With respect to base portion 18 
While permitting plug 20 to selectively close an end of base 
portion 18 as described in detail beloW. As best illustrated in 
FIG. 6, Which shoWs one of end caps 14 in cross-section, 
base portion 18 is generally tubular and has passage 24 
extending therethrough. The inside diameter of passage 24, 
in an undeformed state, is preferably slightly less than an 
outer diameter of capillary tube 12. Accordingly, an end of 
capillary tube 12 can be inserted into passage 24 of an inner 
end of the base portion 18 and secured therein through a 
pressure ?t due to resiliency of end cap 14. The relative siZes 
and materials of end cap 14 and capillary tube 12 can be 
adjusted to provide the desired frictional force to prevent 
undesirable separation of end cap 14 from capillary tube 12 
during use and handling. Alternatively, end caps 14 can be 
coupled to capillary tube 12 With adhesives, ?ttings, or any 
other appropriate mechanism. 

Opening 26 is formed in an outer end of base portion 18 
opposite the inner end of base portion 18 that receives and 
end of capillary tube 12. Opening 26 is in communication 
With passage 24 and is adapted to receive tapered portion 30 
of plug 20. When tapered portion 30 is received in opening 
26, ?ange portion 28 of plug 20 abuts the outer end of base 
portion 18. Plug 20 of the preferred embodiment is in the 
form of a stopper. HoWever, the plug can be con?gured in 
any manner to selectively close opening 26 and passage 24 
and thus the term “plug” as used herein refers to any device 
for selectively closing passage 24. Including devices Which 
close passage 24 in only one direction, or With respect to 
only selected ?uids. For example, plug 20 can be a valve 
positioned in or on base portion 18, a hydrophobic ?lter, a 
selective membrane, an element de?ning a tortuous path, a 
combination of these elements or any other form of closure 
member 25 illustrated With a dotted line in FIG. 6. 
Alternatively, the plug can be a stopper in combination With 
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4 
a ?lter or other closure member. End cap 14 having a ?lter 
or other closure member can include a visual indicator, such 
as a colored marking or the like. 

As best illustrated in FIG. 5, the outer surface of at least 
a portion of base portion 18 is tapered to de?ne a Luer 
surface. The phrase “Luer surface”, as used herein, refers to 
a tapered surface that Will mate tightly With a complimentary 
surface, as de?ned by a needle assembly for example, such 
as the tapered surface described in Federal Speci?cation 
GG-N-196, the disclosure of Which is incorporated herein by 
reference. For example, the Luer surface can de?ne an angle 
of approximately 1°43“6“ measured from the longitudinal 
axis of base portion 18. The Luer surface can be formed on 
any portion of end cap 14. 
As noted above, needle assembly 16 can be conventional 

in construction and includes holloW needle 32 and hub 34 
made of a synthetic resin or the like. Hub 34 de?nes an inner 
Luer surface that compliments the Luer surface de?ned on 
base portion 18 to alloW base portion 18 to ?t snugly in hub 
34, as illustrated in FIGS. 3 and 5, to couple capillary tube 
12 to needle assembly 16. Removable cover 36 can be 
provided to prevent needle 32 from contacting other objects 
or personnel to thus avoid contamination or damage. 

The invention can be used for blood collection from 
neonates or any other patient. Blood collection can be 
accomplished from arteries, veins, capillaries, or the umbili 
cal cord. A preferred method of blood collection in accor 
dance With the invention is described beloW. 

In arterial, venous, or umbilical blood collection, needle 
assembly 16 is used. Plug 20 of end cap 14 on one end of 
capillary tube 12 (referred to as a “proximal end” beloW) is 
removed from opening 26 and hub 34 of needle assembly 16 
is ?tted over end cap 14 on the proximal end of capillary 
tube 12. Speci?cally, the Luer surface de?ned in hub 34 is 
frictionally mated With the Luer surface de?ned on the outer 
surface of base portion 18 of end cap 14 on the proximal end. 
Note that either end can be the proximal end because both 
end caps 14 of the preferred embodiment have Luer surfaces 
de?ned thereon. At any time prior to accessing a blood 
supply, as described beloW, plug 20 of end cap 14 of the end 
of capillary tube 12 opposite the proximal end (referred to as 
the “distal end” beloW) is removed from opening 26 to open 
the distal end of capillary tube 12. 
A tip of needle 32 is then inserted in a conventional 

manner into blood supply B Which is schematically illus 
trated in FIG. 3. Blood supply B can be an artery, a vein, an 
umbilical artery or an umbilical vein. Also, access to various 
blood vessels can be provided in advance by a catheter or 
other blood line, and blood supply B can be a proximal 
access port of the catheter or other blood line. Once blood 
supply B is accessed by needle 32, capillary tube 12 Will 
begin to ?ll by draWing blood into passage 13 formed 
therethrough through capillary action (i.e. the movement of 
liquid due to the forces of adhesion, cohesion, and surface 
tension). 
When passage 13 of capillary tube 12 is ?lled With blood, 

ie a sample of approximately 100 microliters has been 
collected in passage 13, needle 32 is WithdraWn from blood 
supply B and plug 20 of end cap 14 on the distal end of 
capillary tube 12 is immediately placed in opening 26 to seal 
the distal end of capillary tube 12. Needle assembly 16 is 
then removed from end cap 14 of the proximal end of 
capillary tube 12 and plug 20 of end cap 14 of the proximal 
end is immediately placed in opening 26 to seal the proximal 
end of capillary tube 12. A 100 microliter sample is noW 
sealed in passage 13 of capillary tube 12 as illustrated in 
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FIG. 4. Note that access to blood supply B can be accom 
plished Without needle assembly 16 by coupling a catheter 
or other blood line directly With the Luer surface de?ned on 
the outer surface of one of end caps 14. To collect blood 
from a capillary, end cap 14 on the proximal end is removed 
entirely. Note that a needle assembly is not used for capillary 
blood collection and thus the phrase “proximal end”, as used 
herein, refers to an end of capillary tube 12 into Which blood 
is draWn and does not necessarily require or infer that a 
needle or needle assembly be attached to that end. With plug 
20 of end cap 14 of the distal end removed from opening 26, 
the exposed proximal end of capillary tube 12 is placed in 
the capillary blood ?oW. Access to capillary blood supply 
can be obtained using a standard Well accepted capillary 
puncture policy. Passage 13 formed through capillary tube 
12 Will then ?ll With blood due to capillary action. When 
passage 13 in capillary tube 12 has ?lled With blood, plug 20 
of end cap 14 of the distal end of capillary tube 12 can be 
placed in opening 26 to seal the distal end of capillary tube 
12. Immediately after removing the proximal end of capil 
lary tube 12 from the capillary blood ?oW, end cap 14 having 
plug 20 inserted in opening 26 can be placed on the proximal 
end of capillary tube 12 to seal the proximal end of capillary 
tube 12. 

It can be seen that the invention facilitates collection of 
blood. Particularly the use of end cap 14 having plug 20 and 
a Luer surface permits capillary tube 12 to be quickly and 
reliably sealed to minimiZe exposure of a collected blood 
sample to ambient air. The use of ?exible arms 22 insures 
that stoppers are easily located and positioned. Further, the 
invention facilitates other handling procedures of the blood 
sample contained in sealed capillary tube 12, such as intro 
ducing the blood sample into a blood gas analyZer, or other 
test instrument. Preferred methods of introducing blood 
from capillary tube 12 into a test instrument are described 
beloW. 

In the case of a test instrument having a female port, one 
end cap 14 is removed from capillary tube 12 and the 
exposed end of capillary tube 12 is inserted directly into the 
female port. While capillary tube 12 is maintained in 
position, plug 20 of the opposite end is removed from 
opening 26 alloWing the blood to ?oW out of capillary tube 
12 into the female port of the test instrument for analysis. 

In the case of a test instrument having a male port, plug 
20 of one end cap 14 is removed from opening 26 and the 
male sampler probe of the test instrument is introduced into 
passage 13 of capillary tube 12 through the unplugged 
opening 26. Plug 20 of the other end cap 14 is then removed 
from opening 26 so that the blood can be draWn from 
capillary tube 12 into the test instrument for analysis. 
Alternatively, one of end caps 14 can be removed entirely to 
provide access for the probe. Accordingly, the invention 
facilitates transferring a blood sample from capillary tube 12 
into a test instrument While minimiZing exposure of the 
blood sample to ambient air. 

The capillary tube and the end caps can be made of any 
appropriate materials. The end caps can be attached to the 
capillary tube in any manner. If the end caps are permanently 
attached to the capillary tube, some ?exibility of use may be 
lost and thus it is preferable that at least one of the end caps 
be removable from the capillary tube. The capillary tube can 
be of any siZe to accommodate the desired sample volume. 
The end caps on each end of the capillary tube can be 
identical or different from one another. Preferably, the blood 
collection instrument is entirely disposable. HoWever, por 
tions or the entirety thereof can be manufactured for steril 
iZation and reuse. 

The preferred embodiment relies entirely on capillary 
action to draW blood into the capillary tube. HoWever, a 
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6 
small syringe, such as a tuberculin syringe, can be coupled 
to the distal end to provide aspiration, particularly for 
venous blood collection. Any type of suction device can be 
coupled to the distal end to facilitate aspiration. The capil 
lary tube and the end caps can have any appropriate cross 
sectional shape. Therefore, the term “tube”, as used herein 
refers to an elongate holloW body of any cross-sectional 
shape. 
The invention has been described through preferred 

embodiments. HoWever, various modi?cations can be made 
Without departing from the scope of the invention as de?ned 
by the appended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A blood sample collection apparatus comprising: 
an elongated capillary tube having an open proximal end 

and an open distal end; 
a ?rst end cap including a base portion having an inner 

end and an outer end and a passage extending betWeen 
said inner end and said outer end, a plug con?gured to 
selectively close said passage and a Luer surface 
de?ned on an outer portion thereof, said inner end of 
said base portion being coupled to said proximal end of 
said capillary tube; and 

a second end cap coupled to said distal end of said 
capillary tube. 

2. An apparatus as recited in claim 1, Wherein said second 
end cap comprises a base portion having an inner end, an 
outer end and a passage extending betWeen said inner end 
and said outer end, and a plug con?gured to selectively close 
said passage of said second end cap, said inner end of said 
second end cap being coupled to said distal end of said 
capillary tube. 

3. An apparatus as recited in claim 2, Wherein said plug of 
said ?rst end cap and said plug of said second end cap are 
stoppers, said ?rst end cap further comprises a ?exible arm 
extending betWeen said stopper of said ?rst end cap and said 
base portion of said ?rst end cap, said second end cap further 
comprises a ?exible arm extending betWeen said stopper of 
said ?rst end cap and said base portion of said second end 
cap. 

4. An apparatus as recited in claim 2, Wherein said plug of 
said second end cap comprises a hydrophobic ?lter disposed 
in said passage of said base portion of said second end cap. 

5. An apparatus as recited in claim 4, further comprising 
a visual indicator formed on said second end cap to indicate 
that said second end cap includes said hydrophobic ?lter. 

6. An apparatus as recited in claim 2 Wherein an outer 
portion of said second end cap has a Luer surface de?ned 
thereon. 

7. An apparatus as recited in claim 2, further comprising 
a needle assembly including a hub and a needle coupled to 
said hub, said hub de?ning a mating Luer surface and being 
con?gured to mate With said Luer surface de?ned on said 
?rst end cap. 

8. Ablood sample collection method comprising the steps 
of: 

coupling a needle assembly having a needle to a ?rst end 
cap on an open proximal end of an elongated capillary 
tube, the ?rst end cap including a base portion having 
an inner end and an outer end and a passage extending 
betWeen the inner end and the outer end, a ?rst plug 
con?gured to selectively close the passage, and a Luer 
surface de?ned thereon, the inner end being coupled to 
the proximal end of the capillary tube, said coupling 
step including disposing a hub of the needle assembly 
over the Luer surface With the plug not closing the 
passage of the base portion of the ?rst end cap; 

placing an end of the needle in communication With a 
blood supply; 

draWing blood through the needle and the passage into the 
capillary tube; 
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closing the distal end of the capillary tube With a second 
end cap; 

removing the needle assembly from the capillary tube; 
and 

closing the passage of the ?rst end cap With the plug. 
9. Amethod as recited in claim 8 Wherein said placing step 

comprises inserting the end of the needle into a blood vessel. 
10. A method as recited in claim 8, Wherein said placing 

step comprises inserting the end of the needle into a blood 
line. 

11. A method as recited in claim 8, Wherein said step of 
closing the distal end comprises placing a second plug in an 
opening of a passage formed through the second end cap, the 
second plug being attached to a base portion of the second 
end cap by a second ?exible arm, and Wherein said step of 
closing the passage of the ?rst end cap comprises placing the 
?rst plug in an opening of the passage of the ?rst end cap, 
the ?rst plug being attached to the base portion of the ?rst 
end cap by a ?rst ?exible arm. 

12. A method as recited in claim 11, further comprising 
the steps of: 

removing one of the ?rst end cap and the second end cap 
from one of the proximal end and the distal end of the 
capillary tube; 

inserting one of the proximal end and the distal end of the 
capillary tube into a female port of a test instrument; 
and 

analyZing the blood With the test instrument. 
13. A method as recited in claim 11, further comprising 

the steps of: 
opening the passage of one of the ?rst end cap and the 

second end cap; 
inserting a probe of a test instrument into the passage of 

the one of the ?rst end cap and the second end cap; and 

analyZing the blood With the test instrument. 
14. A blood sample collection method comprising the 

steps of: 
coupling a needle assembly having a needle to a ?rst end 

cap on an open proximal end of an elongated capillary 
tube, the ?rst end cap including a base portion having 
an inner end and an outer end and a passage extending 
betWeen the inner end and the outer end, a ?rst plug 
con?gured to selectively close the passage, and a Luer 
surface de?ned thereon, the inner end being coupled to 
the proximal end of the capillary tube, said coupling 
step including disposing a hub of the needle assembly 
over the Luer surface With the plug not closing the 
passage of the base portion of the ?rst end cap; 

placing an end of the needle in communication With a 
blood supply; 

draWing blood through the needle and the passage into the 
capillary tube; 

removing the needle assembly from the capillary tube; 
and 

closing the passage of the ?rst end cap With the plug and 
the distal end of the capillary tube With a second end 
cap. 

15. A method as recited in claim 14, Wherein said closing 
step comprises closing the passage With the ?rst end cap 
prior to closing the distal end of the capillary tube With the 
second end cap. 

16. A method as recited in claim 14, Wherein said closing 
step comprises closing the passage With the ?rst end cap 
subsequent to closing the distal end of the capillary tube With 
the second end cape. 

17. A method as recited in claim 14 Wherein said placing 
step comprises inserting the end of the needle into a blood 
vessel. 
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18. Amethod as recited in claim 14, Wherein said placing 

step comprises inserting the end of the needle into a blood 
line. 

19. A method as recited in claim 14, Wherein said step of 
closing comprises closing the distal end by placing a second 
plug in an opening of a passage formed through the second 
end cap, the second plug being attached to a base portion of 
the second end cap by a second ?exible arm, said step of 
closing further comprises closing the passage of the ?rst end 
cap by placing the ?rst plug in an opening of the passage of 
the ?rst end cap, the ?rst plug being attached to the base 
portion of the ?rst end cap by a ?rst ?exible arm. 

20. A method as recited in claim 14, further comprising 
the steps of: 

removing one of the ?rst end cap and the second end cap 
from one of the proximal end and the distal end of the 
capillary tube; 

inserting one of the proximal end and the distal end of the 
capillary tube into a female port of a test instrument; 
and 

analyZing the blood With the test instrument. 
21. Amethod as recited in claim 14 further comprising the 

steps of: 
opening the passage of one of the ?rst end cap and the 

second end cap; 

inserting a probe of a test instrument into the capillary 
tube through the passage of the one of the ?rst end cap 
and the second end cap; and 

analyZing the blood With the test instrument. 
22. An end cap for closing an end of a capillary tube 

con?gured to retain a blood sample, said end cap compris 
ing: 

a base portion adapted to receive the end of the capillary 
tube, said base portion having a passage de?ned there 
through; 

a plug con?gured to selectively close said passage; and 
a Luer surface de?ned on an outer portion of said base 

portion. 
23. An end cap as recited in claim 22 Wherein said plug 

comprises a stopper, said end cap further comprising a 
?exible arm extending betWeen said stopper and said base 
portion. 

24. An end cap as recited in claim 22 Wherein said plug 
comprises a hydrophobic ?lter disposed in said passage. 

25. An end cap for closing an end of a capillary tube 
con?gured to retain a blood sample, said end cap compris 
mg: 

a base portion having a passage de?ned therethrough; 
a plug con?gured to selectively close said passage; and 
a Luer surface de?ned on an outer portion of said base 

portion; 
Wherein said plug comprises a stopper, said end cap 

further comprising a ?exible arm extending betWeen 
said stopper and said base portion. 

26. An end cap for closing an end of a capillary tube 
con?gured to retain a blood sample, said end cap compris 
ing: 

a base portion having a passage de?ned therethrough; 
a plug con?gured to selectively close said passage; and 
a Luer surface de?ned on an outer portion of said base 

portion; 
Wherein said plug comprises a hydrophobic ?lter disposed 

in said passage. 


