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QUICK RELEASE CONTAINER CLAMP 

TECHNICAL FIELD 

The present invention broadly relates to apparatus for 
removably mounting containers, such as a bottle, on pro 
cessing equipment such as that used to manufacture semi 
conductor devices, and deals more particularly With a quick 
release system for removably clamping the container on a 
mounting head. 

BACKGROUND ART 

Containers, such as bottles are often removably mounted 
on various structures to permit removal and re?lling or 
replacement of the bottle and its contents. For example, in 
connection With processes used to manufacture semiconduc 
tor devices, bottles ?lled With additive gasses are remove 
ably mounted on heads Which are coupled With gas lines 
used to supply inert or reactive gasses to a processing 
chamber in Which any of various types of processes such as 
PVD, CVD, etching, diffusion, ion implantation, etc. are 
carried out. Such containers often comprise a simple bottle 
formed of glass, for example, having a reduced diameter 
neck provided With a set of external threads. The threaded 
neck of the bottle is received Within a threaded, female 
cylindrical opening of a processing equipment head, so that 
the bottle can be installed and removed simply by spinning 
it on or off of the head. 

When the gas Within has been nearly depleted, or the use 
of a different gas is required, then the bottle must be 
removed and either re?lled or replaced. As With many 
threaded interconnections, installing the bottle too loosely 
can result in leakage past the threads, Whereas over 
tightening the bottle can make unscreWing it very dif?cult. 
When the bottle is screWed onto the head too tightly, and it 
becomes necessary to apply an inordinate amount of force or 
other techniques such as Wrapping the bottle or head to 
loosen the threads, the impact or vibrations set up by these 
actions can sometimes dislodge minute, foreign particles 
resident Within either the bottle or interior surfaces of the 
head. These foreign particles are often carried into the 
stream of gas How and ?nd their Way into the processing 
chamber. Such foreign particles represent impurities that can 
be deposited onto semiconductor device substrates Which 
damage or ruin the devices being manufactured, thus result 
ing in scrap and reduction of product yield. 

In addition to the problem of introducing contaminants 
into the gas ?oW, and possible leakage of gas from the bottle, 
spin-on type gas bottles used in semiconductor manufactur 
ing processes typically result in unnecessary long doWn time 
of the processing equipment, simply because of the addi 
tional time required to install and un-install the bottle 
properly. 

Accordingly, there is a clear need in the art for an 
improved means of removably mounting bottle-like contain 
ers on process mounting heads Which overcomes each of the 
de?ciencies of the prior art mentioned above. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

According to one aspect of the invention, a quick release 
clamp is provided for clamping a container on a structure 
such as a processing head Wherein the container is of the 
type including a neck provided With a radially extending lip. 
The clamp includes a generally U-shaped clamping member 
insertable around the neck of the container and positioned 
beneath the lip so as to engage the latter. Releasable clamp 
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2 
ing means are provided Which are carried on the U-shaped 
member for clamping the container on the processing head. 
Retaining means carried on the mounted head are engage 
able by and cooperate With the clamping means such that the 
bottle can be quickly clamped on and removed from the 
mounting head, Without the need for screWing the bottle onto 
the head. The releasable clamping means preferably com 
prises a pair of overcenter clamping mechanisms provided 
With clamping heads that engage and clamp doWn on a pair 
of ears secured to the mounting head, so as to draW the 
U-shaped clamping member toWard the head, thus forcing 
the neck of the bottle into tight, sealing engagement With the 
head. The U-shaped member and releasable clamping means 
are hingedly connected together, such that upon release of 
the clamping means, the latter along With the U-shaped 
member may be quickly removed from both the mounting 
head and the bottle. 

According to another aspect of the invention, a quick 
release system is provided for removably mounting a 
container, Wherein the container is the type having a 
threaded cylindrical neck provided With a radially extending 
lip. The system includes a stationary mounting head having 
a cylindrical opening therein, such opening having an inside 
diameter equal to or greater than the outside diameter of the 
threaded neck, Whereby to receive the container neck 
therein. A pair of mounting ears are secured on opposite 
sides of the head. A ?rst clamping member having an 
opening in one side thereof is installed around the neck and 
includes an upper clamping surface that engages the bottle 
neck lip, in face to face engagement thereWith. A pair of 
clamping assemblies each include a second clamping mem 
ber for engaging and clamping against one of the ears, and 
are manually operable from a ?rst position clamping the 
container on the head to a second position releasing the 
container from the head. Means are provided for mounting 
the clamping assemblies on the ?rst clamping member such 
that the latter may be completely removed from both the 
mounting head and the container. 

Accordingly, it is a primary object of the present invention 
to provide a quick release clamp for clamping a container on 
a structure, such as a processing head, Which eliminates the 
need for spinning a threaded bottle onto the head. 
A further object of the invention is to provide a system as 

described above Which can be used With standard, conven 
tional bottles provided With threaded necks, thus eliminating 
the need for specialiZed bottles. 
A further object of the invention is to provide a system as 

described above Which alloWs rapid installation and removal 
of bottles With a minimum amount of force or vibration so 
as to reduce the possibility of deployment of contaminant 
particles into either the bottle or the stream of How of its 
contents. 

A still further object of the present invention is to provide 
a system as described above Which requires a loWer level of 
operator skill for changing out bottles and provides a higher 
level of repeatability compared With prior art spin-on type 
bottles. 

These, and further objects and advantages of the present 
invention Will be made clear or Will become apparent during 
the folloWing description of the preferred embodiment of the 
invention. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

In the draWings, Which form an integral part of the 
speci?cation and are to be read in conjunction thereWith, and 
in Which like reference numerals are employed to designate 
identical components in the various vieWs; 
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FIG. 1 is a side vieW of a prior art spin-on type bottle 
installed on a processing mounting head; 

FIG. 2 is a vieW similar to FIG. 1 but depicting the quick 
release clamping system of the present invention; 

FIG. 3 is a plan vieW of the mounting head and bottle of 
FIG. 2; 

FIG. 4 is an exploded, perspective vieW of the mounting 
head and bottle shoWn in FIG. 2; 

FIG. 5 is a fragmentary, enlarged side vieW of the quick 
release clamping system shoWn in FIGS. 2—4; 

FIG. 6 is a vieW similar to FIG. 5 but shoWing the 
clamping assembly in a released position; 

FIG. 7 is a top vieW of one of the ears forming part of the 
system shoWn in FIG. 2—6; 

FIG. 8 is a fragmentary, front vieW of the ear shoWn in 
FIG. 7; and 

FIG. 9 is a side vieW of one of the clamping assemblies, 
shoWn in its released position. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

Referring ?rst to FIG. 1, numerous types of processing 
systems such as those used to manufacture semiconductor 
devices employ small amounts of chemicals or materials that 
are added to a ?uid material ?oWing through conduits to 
processing apparatus, such as a processing chamber. For 
example, in the case of semiconductor manufacturing 
processes, a particular primary gas, such as helium, is 
introduced into a processing chamber (not shoWn) and it is 
necessary to add a small amount of a second, gaseous 
element to form an admixture in the chamber. The adding of 
this secondary gas is accomplished by introducing a small 
amount of the secondary gas into the stream of How of 
primary gas through a conduit 17 leading from a source (not 
shoWn) of helium to the chamber. The secondary gas is 
housed in a container such as a glass, “spin-on” bottle 10 
carried on a mounting head 12. The bottle 10 includes a 
reduced neck portion 22 provided With a set of spiral threads 
24 Which terminate at their loWer end in a radially extended 
?ange or lip 20. The head 12 includes a central threaded 
opening for matingly receiving the threads 24, thus provid 
ing a threaded mount, Whereby the bottle 10 can be installed 
and removed from the head simply by spinning the bottle. 
The head includes a central passageWay 18 Which commu 
nicates With an inlet 14 and outlet 16 that are respectively 
coupled With the conduit 17. The lip 20 de?nes a stop Which 
engages the loWer end of the head 12, thus de?ning the point 
of maximum longitudinal displacement of the bottle 10 
When the latter is spun onto the head 12. 

In use, the primary gas ?oWing through the conduit 17 
enters the inlet 14 and exits at the outlet 16, While the 
secondary gas Within the bottle ?oWs upWardly through the 
passageWay 18 and is draWn into the stream of How of the 
primary gas. 
As previously discussed, the mounting system of FIG. 1 

has a number of drawbacks, including the time required to 
spin the bottle on and off the head 12, the dif?culty in 
achieving repeatability in the amount of torque applied to 
the bottle 10, the tendency of the threads 24 to stick, making 
bottle removal difficult, and the possibility of dislodging 
contaminating particles during installation or removal of the 
bottle. 

In order to eliminate these aforementioned disadvantages 
of the prior art mounting system shoWn in FIG. 1, a quick 
release clamping system is provided in accordance With the 
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4 
present invention Which is depicted in FIGS. 2—9. The 
clamping system of the present invention includes a bottle 
10, identical to that shoWn in FIG. 1, and a head 15 similar, 
but not identical to the head 12 shoWn in FIG. 1. Like the 
mounting head 12 in FIG. 1, the modi?ed head 15 includes 
an inlet 14, an outlet 16 and a central passageWay 18 
communicating With the interior of the bottle 10. As best 
seen in FIG. 4, the head includes upper and loWer cylindrical 
portions 40, 44, and a central cylindrical portion 42 of 
enlarged diameter. HoWever, unlike the threaded interior 
central passageWay of head 12 shoWn in FIG. 1, head 15 in 
FIG. 2 possesses a central cylindrical opening having an 
outside diameter 19 Which is essentially the same as or 
marginally greater than that of the threads 24, thus alloWing 
the bottle 10, and particularly the neck 22 to be passed 
longitudinally into the central opening of the head 15, 
Without the need for spinning action, as is required in the 
system shoWn in FIG. 1. Furthermore, the mounting head 15 
includes a pair of ear assemblies (as seen in FIGS. 5—8) 
mounted on opposite sides of the loWer cylindrical portion 
40. Each of these ear assemblies includes a mounting plate 
36 fastened to the side of the head 15 by means of a pair of 
screWs 46, 48. Further, an ear like fastening extension is 
de?ned by a screW 38 held by threads in a plate 36 thus, as 
best seen in FIG. 4, the tWo ear extensions 38 extend radially 
outWardly in diametric opposite directions relative to the 
head 15. 
A clamping member 28 is provided in the form of a 

U-shaped plate 28 having a bight 31, and a pair of generally 
parallel legs 33, 35 extending therefrom. The clamping 
member 28 has a ?at upper surface, With the spacing 
betWeen the legs 33, 35 being such that the neck 22 can be 
passed through the open end of the clamp member 28 so that 
the upper surface of the member 28 engages the bottom face 
of the bottle lip 20. A pair of clamping assemblies 26 are 
respectively mounted on legs 33, 35 by means of a corre 
sponding pair of pivotal connections in the form of hinges 34 
carried on legs 33, 35. Each of the clamping assemblies 26 
includes a ?rst link 30 having its loWer end pivotally 
connected to the clamp member 28 by means of hinges 34, 
a second link 50 pivotally connected to the an upper end of 
the ?rst link 30, and a clamping member 32 pivotally 
connected to the second link 50. The clamp member 32 is 
provided, on its interior face With a holloWed out arcuately 
shaped pocket 52 Which is con?gured to receive therein and 
engage an outer head portion of the ear extension 38. The 
pivotal connections betWeen the links 30, 50 and clamp 
member 32 are selected such that an overcenter linkage is 
formed Which, as Will be described beloW, can be manually 
operated to clamp and lock the bottle 10 onto the head 15. 

In use, in order to install a fresh bottle 10 onto the head 
15, the bottle 10 is moved longitudinally up into the central 
opening of the head 15 until the clamping assemblies 26 are 
aligned With the ear extensions 38. Each of the clamping 
members 32 is then pivoted so that the extension 38 is 
captured Within the pocket 52, Whereupon link 50 is pivoted 
doWnWardly, thus moving clamping members 32 doWn into 
engagement With the ear extensions 38. This overcenter 
movement of the linkages transmits a force to the clamping 
member 28 Which draWs the latter upWardly toWard the ear 
extensions 38, in turn applying a force to the bottle lip 20 
Which moves the bottle upWardly into tight sealing engage 
ment With the head 15. Continued doWnWard movement on 
the link 50, to the position shoWn in FIG. 5, causes the clamp 
assemblies 26 to lock into place, and in turn locking the 
bottle 10 in the head 15. 

In order to remove or exchange a bottle 10, the links 50 
are simply moved outWardly and upWardly, thereby releas 
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ing the clamping members 32 from the ear extensions 30, 
whereupon the clamping members 32 may be moved out 
Ward to clear the ear extensions 38. At this point, the bottle 
10 may be moved longitudinally doWnWard aWay from the 
head 15. Then, the clamp member 28, along With the 
clamping assemblies 26 may be slid aWay from the bottle 10 
and installed on a fresh bottle Which is then installed using 
the installation procedure described above. 

From the forgoing, it is apparent that the quick release 
clamping system described above not only provides for the 
reliable accomplishment of the objects of the invention, but 
does so in a particularly effective and economical manner. It 
is recogniZed, of course, that those skilled in the art may 
make various modi?cations and additions chosen to illus 
trate the invention Without departing from the spirit and 
scope of the present contribution to the art. Accordingly, it 
is to be understood that the protection sought and to be 
afforded hereby should be deemed to extend to the subject 
matter claimed and all equivalents thereof fairly Within the 
scope of the invention. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A quick-release clamp for clamping a container on a 

structure, said container including a neck provided With a 
radially extending lip, comprising: 

a generally U-shaped member insertable around said 
neck, and positionable beneath said lip; said U-shaped 
member includes an open end through Which said 
container neck may be easily passed to alloW quick 
removal of said container from said clamp and said 
structure; 

releasable clamping means adapted to be mounted on said 
structure engageable by and cooperating With said 
radially extending lip, said clamping means further 
includes a clamping member for engaging and clamp 
ing against a retaining means, said clamping member 
includes a pocket for receiving said retaining means 
therein, a manually operable overcenter linkage 
coupled betWeen said clamping member and said 
U-shaped member, said linkage being operable 
betWeen a released position releasing said clamping 
member from said retaining means, and an overcenter 
clamping position clamping said container onto said 
structure. 

2. The quick release clamp of claim 1, Wherein said over 
center linkage includes: 

a ?rst link having one end thereof hingedly connected 
With said U-shaped member, 

a second link hingedly connected With the opposite end of 
said ?rst link, and 

Wherein said clamping member is hingedly connected 
With said second link. 

3. The quick release clamp of claim 1, Wherein said 
retaining means includes an ear extending outWardly from 
said structure. 

4. The quick release clamp of claim 1, Wherein said 
U-shaped member includes a generally ?at surface engage 
able in face to face contact With said lip. 

5. The quick release clamp of claim 1, Wherein said 
U-shaped member and said releasable clamping means are 
releasable from said structure and said container. 
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6. The quick release clamp of claim 1, Wherein: 
said U-shaped member includes a bight and a pair of 

spaced apart legs, and 
a clamping means includes a pair of linkages each includ 

ing a clamping member for clamping against said 
retaining means, 

said quick release clamp further including a pair of hinges 
for respectively hingedly mounting said linkages on 
legs. 

7. A quick release system for removably mounting a 
container, said container being the type having a threaded 
cylindrical neck provided With a radially extending lip, 
comprising: 

a stationary mounting head having a cylindrical opening 
therein, said opening having an inside diameter equal to 
or greater than the outside diameter of said neck, 
Whereby to receive said neck therein; 

a pair of mounting ears on opposite sides of said head; 
a ?rst clamping member having an opening in a side 

thereof through Which said neck may pass, and an 
upper clamping surface engageable With said lip, When 
said clamping member is installed on said container, 
said ?rst clamping member is generally U-shaped and 
includes a bight and a pair of legs extending from said 
bight; 

a pair of clamping assemblies each including a second 
clamping member for engaging and clamping said ears, 
said clamping assemblies being manually operable 
from a ?rst position clamping said container on said 
head to a second position releasing said container from 
said head; and 

means for mounting said clamping assemblies on said ?rst 
clamping member, said mounting means includes a pair 
of hinges respectively carried on said legs. 

8. The quick release system of claim 7, Wherein each of 
said clamping members further includes an overcenter link 
age. 

9. The quick release system of claim 8, Wherein said over 
center linkage includes: 

a ?rst link having one end thereof hingedly connected 
With said ?rst clamping member, and 

a second link hingedly connected With the opposite end of 
said ?rst link. 

10. The quick release system of claim 7, Wherein said 
clamping member includes a pocket for receiving one of 
said ears therein. 

11. The quick release system of claim 7, Wherein said ?rst 
clamping member includes a generally ?at upper surface 
engageable in face to face contact With said lip. 

12. The quick release system of claim 7, Wherein said ?rst 
clamping member and each of said clamping assemblies is 
releasable from said head and from said container. 

13. The quick release system of claim 7, Wherein each of 
said ears includes: 

a plate, 
a laterally extending portion carried on said plate and 

engageable With said clamping member, and 
means for securing said plate on said head. 
14. The quick release system of claim 13, Wherein said 

ears are disposed on opposite sides of said head. 

* * * * * 


