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[57] ABSTRACT 

The invention consists of improvements of re?ector anten 
nas With self-supported feeds. The feed consists of a 
Waveguide tube, a dielectric joint and a sub-re?ector. The 
tube is attached to the center of the rotationally symmetric 
re?ector and extends to the focal region of it. The sub 
re?ector is located in front of the tube, and the surface of this 
sub-re?ector is provided With rotationally symmetric 
grooves also called corrugations. The improvements of the 
present invention are (1) a ring focus re?ector to improve the 
gain of the antenna, (2) an elevated central region of the 
re?ector to reduce the return loss, (3) metal screWs or 
cylinders to strongly fasten the sub-re?ector to the tube, (4) 
corrugations or other similar means around the rim or the 
re?ector in order to reduce far-out sidelobes, (5) dual-band 
operation by means of a coaxial Waveguide outside the 
circular Waveguide in the tube, and (6) dielectric ?lling or 
covering of the corrugations or of the region betWeen the 
corrugations and the Waveguide tube end, both in order to 
avoid the gathering of Water, dust or other undesired material 
in this area Which could destroy the performance of the 
antenna. 

31 Claims, 11 Drawing Sheets 

11 

iir 



U.S. Patent Oct. 24,2000 Sheet 1 0f 11 6,137,449 

0 

:3 
K 



U.S. Patent Oct. 24, 2000 

Fig. 3 

Sheet 2 0f 11 6,137,449 

5 

I/ I 
\ 1\ 

13 

14 16 

12 



U.S. Patent 0a. 24, 2000 Sheet 3 0f 11 6,137,449 

15 

_ _ ~ 

@ 

/A////// 
Fig. 6 



U.S. Patent 0a. 24, 2000 Sheet 4 0f 11 6,137,449 



U.S. Patent 0a. 24, 2000 Sheet 5 0f 11 6,137,449 

30 
30 

; /// // "?n/4: / 
/ / \ f I / / I / _ 13 



U.S. Patent 0a. 24, 2000 Sheet 6 0f 11 6,137,449 

13 

7/ 7 

|; |;%/ %;I /| / F/ /n / % % “ 
g 16 

wry ' | 15‘ g f i 31 

z 14 

Fig. 10b ’2 

' 13 

- 'H-PLANE 

I E-FIE DIRECTION 
ON A 



U.S. Patent 0a. 24, 2000 Sheet 7 0f 11 6,137,449 

40 

10 

Fig. 11 



U.S. Patent 0a. 24, 2000 Sheet 8 0f 11 6,137,449 

Fig. 13 
50 

51 ‘ ----~ 

41 



U.S. Patent 0a. 24, 2000 Sheet 9 0f 11 6,137,449 

// /// ////[/f 

W/IZ 4| 4| // / 4 / 

16 

15 \ \14 
\ 
\ 



U.S. Patent 0a. 24, 2000 Sheet 10 0f 11 6,137,449 

K16 

16 

14 %///V////////// 5 .1 

Fig. 17 

///1 

14 

\ 12 

a Z? 
ig. 18 



U.S. Patent Oct. 24,2000 Sheet 11 0f 11 6,137,449 

16 

14 
15 

12 

Fig. 19 



6,137,449 
1 

REFLECTOR ANTENNA WITH A SELF 
SUPPORTED FEED 

This application claims the bene?t of US. provisional 
patent application No. 60/056,220, ?led Aug. 21, 1997, 
Which is a continuation-in-part of Ser. No. 08/718,989 ?led 
Sep. 26, 1996 noW U.S. Pat. No. 6,020,859, issued Feb. 1, 
2000. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The invention consists of improvements to re?ector 
antennas With self-supported feeds of the types described in 
European Patent EP 87903452.8 publ no 0268635, U.S. Pat. 
No. 4,963,878 and Us. Pat. No. 6,020,859, for the trans 
mission or reception or both of electromagnetic Waves. The 
antennas are principally intended for the use in radio link 
systems betWeen base stations for mobile communications, 
but also in other applications such as eg microWave level 
gauging systems. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Re?ector antennas With self-supported feeds are chie?y 
used because they are straightforward and inexpensive to 
manufacture. They also provide higher antenna ef?ciency 
and loWer side lobes in the radiation pattern than is the case 
When the feed has to be supported by diagonal struts. The 
draWback With the latter con?guration is that the main 
re?ector becomes blocked by the struts. A self-supported 
feed is also easily accessible from the back of the re?ector, 
thus is frequently selected When it is best to locate the 
transmitter and/or the receiver there. This also reduces the 
loss that otherWise occurs When the electromagnetic Waves 
have to be led in a cable along one of the support struts. 

The European Patent EP 87903452.8 publ no 0268635, 
US. Pat. No. 4,963,878 and US. Pat. No. 6,020,859 
describe different versions of re?ectors With self-supported 
feeds, Where the feed consists of a Waveguide tube, a 
dielectric joint and a sub-re?ector. The tube is attached to the 
center of the rotationally symmetric re?ector and eXtends to 
the focal region of it. The sub-re?ector is located in front of 
the tube, and the surface of this sub-re?ector is provided 
With rotationally symmetric grooves also called corruga 
tions. By these means the electromagnetic Waves are pro 
hibited from propagating along the sub-re?ector surface 
independent of Whether the electric ?eld is normal to the 
surface or is tangential to it. The result is that the radiation 
pattern has higher directivity, loWer spillover and loWer far 
out sidelobes than otherWise Would be possible. 

The present invention relates to several improvements of 
the antennas described in European Patent EP 87903452.8 
publ no 0268635, US. Pat. No. 4,963,878 and US. Pat. No. 
6,020.859. The improvements are for improved readability 
in the beloW description denoted: ring focus re?ector, 
elevated central region, metal screWs, rim corrugations, 
simple tube dual band and feed protection. 
Ring Focus Re?ector 

The antennas described in the above referenced European 
and US. patents and US. patent application make use of a 
main re?ector Which is rotationally symmetric and has a 
substantial parabolic shape. HoWever, the antenna Will have 
higher gain if the main re?ector shape is improved. The 
present invention describes hoW to improve the shape of the 
main re?ector. 
Elevated Central Region 

It is not possible to design the antennas in the above 
referenced European and US. patents and Us. patent appli 
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cation With loW re?ection coef?cient at the Waveguide input. 
The reason for this is re?ections from the region around the 
tube in the center of the main re?ector. In the improvement 
of the antenna this problem is solved by modifying the 
re?ector in its central region. 
Metal ScreWs 

In the above referenced European and Us. patents and 
the Us. patent application the sub-re?ector is supported to 
the end of the Waveguide tube by means of a dielectric joint, 
Which partly or totally ?lls the gap betWeen the sub-re?ector 
and Waveguide tube end, and Which is interlocked With and 
glued to the sub-re?ector and Waveguide tube end. This 
gluing does not provide a suf?ciently strong mechanical 
support in all applications. In the present invention this is 
improved for linearly polariZed applications by means of 
metal screWs or thin cylinders or plates Which provide a 
strong metal connection betWeen the sub-re?ector and the 
end of the tube. 
Rim Corrugations 

In the above referenced European and Us. patents and 
the Us. patent application there Will be large back-lobes in 
the direction opposite to the main lobe. The invention 
reduces these lobes by means of one or more corrugations or 
grooves or metaliZed dielectric rings around (or in the 
structure behind) the rim of the re?ector. 
Simple Tube 

In the previous embodiments of the referenced European 
and US. patents the Waveguide support tube has an inner 
diameter Which changes near the end of the tube Which is 
closer to the sub-re?ector, and in some cases it Was also 
necessary to insert one or more irises into this end of the 
tube, all in order to properly match the antenna to obtain a 
loW re?ection coef?cient. The present invention describes an 
improvement by Which the Waveguide tube can be a circular 
cylindrical tube of constant cross-section along its length. 
This improvement signi?cantly reduces manufacturing cost. 
Dual Band 

In the above referenced European and Us. patents and 
the Us. patent application, the antenna is fed through a 
circular Waveguide for operation in a single frequency band 
of up to 20% bandWidth. In some applications dual band 
operation is of interest, eg one band for transmission and 
another for reception of signals. The invention describes a 
modi?ed antenna Which is fed by tWo Waveguides; one inner 
circular Waveguide and outside this a coaxial Waveguide. 
Feed Protection 

In some applications the antenna may be located in hostile 
environments, and Water, dust and other undesired material 
may gather in the region betWeen the end of the tube and the 
sub-re?ector and thereby destroy the performance. The 
present invention describes hoW the antenna in the above 
referenced European patent can be improved to be less 
sensitive to such effects. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
Ring Focus Re?ector 
The present invention improves the main re?ector shape 

of a parabolic antenna in three possible Ways Which beloW 
are denoted methods a, b and c: 

a) The present invention utiliZes the phase of the com 
puted aperture ?eld of the complete antenna With a 
paraboloidal main re?ector. This aperture ?eld is the 
?eld in a plane normal to the radiation aXis in front of 
the main re?ector. The phase of this copolar aperture 
?eld is studied by modern numerical methods by a 
complete numerical electromagnetic analysis of the 
aperture ?eld of the complete antenna With a parabo 
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loidal main re?ector, and an optimum re?ector Which 
makes the phase constant is designed. The re?ector 
shape is determined by the equation 

50(9) — 50(0) 
#9) i 

360(1 + c050) 

Where (|)(0) is the phase in degrees of the computed copolar 
aperture ?eld in the 45 deg plane in a paraboloidal re?ector, 
F is the focal length, 9» is the Wavelength, r(0) is the radial 
distance from the focal point to the point on the main 
re?ector, and 0 is the angle betWeen the symmetry aXis and 
the line betWeen the focal point and the point on the re?ector. 

b) The present invention utiliZes the phase of the com 
puted radiation ?eld of the feed. The radiation ?eld 
function of the feed, i.e. the sub-re?ector When this is 
located in front of the end of the tube, is determined by 
modern numerical methods Which can include the 
effect of the tube and the dielectric joint betWeen the 
tube and the sub-re?ector. In this computation the main 
re?ector is not present so it is simpler to perform than 
the analysis in method a. From the phase of the 
radiation ?eld of the sub-re?ector the optimum main 
re?ector shape can be determined. The equation is the 
same as for method a, but With (|)(0) being the phase in 
degrees of the computed copolar radiation ?eld in the 
45 deg plane of the sub-re?ector With tube and joint. 

c) The present invention uses the formula of a ring focus 
re?ector. The optimum re?ector resulting from both 
above methods a and b satis?es to a very high accuracy 
the formula of a ring focus paraboloid, Which is 

where Z is the aXial coordinate along the symmetry aXis (i.e. 
the Z-aXis) When there is no verteX plate, p is the cylindrical 
radial coordinate measured from the Z-aXis, F is the focal 
length, and p0 is the ring focus radius Which is typically 
betWeen 0.5 and 1.5 times the radius of the Waveguide tube 
and is ?Xed betWeen 0.2 and 0.6 Wavelengths depending on 
the dimensions of the sub-re?ector and tube and on the depth 
of the main re?ector. The optimum parameter p0 can be 
calculated from the phase of the radiation ?eld function of 
the feed or from the phase of the aperture ?eld, and it is 
different in different frequency bands and for different 
dimensions of the feed. Therefore, if the same re?ector is 
used in several frequency bands, the re?ector cannot be 
optimum in all bands. When the re?ector shall be used in 
several frequency bands, the best shape of the re?ector is 
obtained by optimiZing it as eXplained above at the fre 
quency Which represents the geometrical mean of the overall 
loWest and overall highest frequency. Thus, if the loWest 
frequency is 21.2 GHZ and the highest 40 GHZ, the main 
re?ector should preferably be optimiZed at 30.6 GHZ. Then, 
for this example, the reduction in the aperture ef?ciency due 
to phase errors Will be less than typically 0.15 dB at 21.2 
GHZ and 39 GHZ and less than 0.05 dB at the design 
frequency 30.6 GHZ. In a paraboloidal re?ector the reduc 
tion is about 1 dB in all bands. 

The optimum re?ector as determined from the above 
methods a, b or c is very similar to a best ?t standard 
paraboloid, With a maXimum difference from it of typically 
up to 0.25 Wavelengths. In most cases, the main re?ector 
deviates from the ring focus paraboloid formula due to ?nite 
tolerances and different design methods by up to an RMS 
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4 
value of about 0.02 Wavelengths. The differences are larger 
When the re?ector is deep than When it is shalloW. Deep 
re?ectors are for applications Which require loW sidelobes. 
The optimum re?ector is more ?at in the center than the best 
?t parabolic re?ector. Even if the differences are small, the 
gain of the antenna is typically betWeen 0.2 and 1 dB larger 
When the re?ector is optimiZed according to methods a, b or 
c, Where the loW number is for shalloW re?ectors and the 
high number for deep re?ectors. Such ring focus re?ectors 
are needed When using self-supported feeds, and not When 
using conventional primary feeds Which are supported by 
diagonal struts. The reason is that the aXial support tube of 
the former makes the phase fronts of the radiation from the 
feed ellipsoidal rather than spherical. 
Elevated Central Region 
The invention also provides an improved antenna With a 

loW re?ection coef?cient at the Waveguide input, obtained 
by modifying the re?ector in its central region. The central 
region around the support tube is elevated compared to the 
original paraboloidal or ring focus shape. The central 
elevated region can be realiZed in several Ways as described 
beloW. 

It may be made as a separate re?ecting (e.g. metal) plate 
around the tube, or it may be integrated With the foot of the 
selfsupported tube, or it may form a central part of the 
re?ector surface itself. The elevated region has an outer 
diameter of typically betWeen 1.9 and 7.0 Wavelengths When 
the re?ector diameter is betWeen 30 cm and 120 cm in 
frequency bands betWeen 7 and 40 GHZ. The elevated region 
can be ?at, or it can have a constant height over the 
unperturbed re?ector. The maXimum height of the elevated 
region over the unperturbed re?ector is typically betWeen 
0.10 and 0.25 Wavelengths. The central elevated region of 
the re?ector may have sharp corners at its rim, or it may be 
tapered off gradually to Zero Wavelengths. If the elevated 
region is tapered off, the diameter of the elevated region 
betWeen the points Where the height is reduced to 0.37 of its 
maXimun value is also typically 1.9 and 7.0 Wavelengths 
depending upon the frequency and focal length of the 
re?ector. 

It is also possible to realiZe the elevated region by using 
a dielectric plate, in Which case the thickness of the plate Will 
be different from the metal case. The dielectric plate must be 
designed to provide a phase difference of the re?ected Waves 
leaving its surface relative to those re?ected from the 
re?ector itself of typically betWeen 70 and 180 deg. 
The central elevated region of the main re?ector Will 

increase the sidelobes of the antenna. This effect can be 
reduced by pro?ling the height of the elevated region. A 
Gaussian pro?le gives particular loW sidelobes. This folloWs 
approximately the formula 

Where AZ is the central correction to the Z-coordinate of the 
re?ector (i.e. the height pro?le of the elevated region), AZO 
is the maXimum correction in the center, p is the radial 
coordinate as before and varies betWeen the radius of the 
tube and an outer maXimum limit, ptis a number Which can 
be anything betWeen Zero and the tube radius, and pg is the 
Gaussian Width of the elevated central region, i. e. the Width 
at Which AZ has decreased to 1/e=0.37 times the value of 
AZO. The Gaussian elevated region may either be made of 
re?ecting material such as metal, or of dielectric material, in 
the same Way as described above. The optimum thickness at 
the center is in the case of the Gaussian pro?le larger than 
for the constant thickness case. 

If the re?ector is used in several frequency bands, the 
dimensions of the elevated central region Will be different in 
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each band. Therefore, the central region of the re?ector Will 
normally be interchangeable in the same Way as the 
Waveguide tube and sub-re?ector. 
Metal ScreWs 

In the present invention the fastening of the sub-re?ector 
to the end of the tube is improved for linearly polarized 
applications by means of metal screWs or thin metal cylin 
ders or thin plates Which provide a strong metal connection 
betWeen the sub-re?ector and the end of the tube. The metal 
screWs or cylinders are located in the H-plane of the antenna, 
on either side of the symmetry axis, in such a Way that they 
do not cause ?eld blockage and thereby the radiation pattern 
and re?ection coef?cient at the Waveguide input are not 
signi?cantly affected. The screWs, cylinders or plates are 
mounted to the Waveguide tube by holes in its narroW end 
Wall. This improvement destroys the rotational symmetry of 
the antenna and is only possible in linearly polariZed appli 
cations. 
Rim Corrugations 

The invention reduces the far-out sidelobes of the antenna 
and in particular the lobes in the backWards direction by 
means of one or more corrugations or grooves or metaliZed 

dielectric rings around (or in a structure behind) the rim of 
the re?ector. The grooves and dielectric rings can often be 
integrated With the support of a protecting dielectric sheet 
referred to as a radome in front of the re?ector. 
Simple Tube 

In the previous embodiments of the referenced European 
and US. patents the Waveguide support tube has an inner 
diameter Which changes near that end of the tube Which is 
closer to the sub-re?ector, and in some cases it is also 
necessary to insert one or more irises into this end of the 
tube, all in order to properly match the antenna to obtain a 
loW re?ection coef?cient. The invention describes an 
improvement by Which the Waveguide tube can be a circular 
cylindrical tube of constant cross-section along its length. 
This improvement signi?cantly reduces manufacturing cost. 
Dual Band 

In the present invention, dual-band operation is obtained 
by designing the tube in such a Way that it contains tWo 
Waveguides: an inner circular Waveguide surrounded by a 
coaxial Waveguide. The circular Waveguide is used for the 
higher frequency band and supports the TE11 circular 
Waveguide mode as in the referenced patents. The coaxial 
Waveguide is used for the loWer frequency band and sup 
ports the TE11 coaxial Waveguide mode. The former is the 
loWest order basic mode, Whereas the latter is not, as a 
coaxial line can support a TEM mode With no loWer cut-off. 
The TEM mode is undesirable and prohibited from propa 
gation on the line by proper excitation of the TE11 mode 
only, and in other Ways. The center of the sub-re?ector, 
corrugations, the end of the tube near the sub-re?ector and 
the dielectric joint are designed in order to give a good 
radiation pattern in both frequency bands. There are several 
geometries possible. The sub-re?ector may be provided With 
corrugations of different depths in order to Work properly as 
desired in both frequency bands. The shalloWest corruga 
tions should be betWeen 0.25 and 0.5 Wavelengths deep in 
the higher frequency band, and the deeper corrugations 
should be betWeen 0.25 and 0.5 Wavelengths deep in the 
loWer frequency band. 
Feed Protection 

In the invention the sensitive region betWeen the end of 
the tube and corrugations and the corrugations themselves 
are completely or partly ?lled by dielectric material, so as to 
protect them from gathering of Water, dust or other undesired 
material Which may destroy the performance. The invention 

10 

15 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

6 
may also be used for antennas in kind environments because 
the performance of the improved antenna is not necessarily 
Worse in other respects than a standard antenna according to 
the referenced European and US. patents. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The present invention Will be explained in more detail by 
making reference to the draWings, Where: 

FIGS. 1 and 2 shoW axial cross-sections of tWo examples 
of re?ector antennas; 

FIG. 3 shoW axial cross-sections of examples of feeds; 
FIG. 4 shoWs the right side of the axial cross-section of an 

optimiZed ring focus re?ector; and a standard point focus 
re?ector; 

FIGS. 5—8 shoW an axial cross-section of the antenna in 
the center of the main re?ector With no elevated central 
region (5), With an elevated region of constant height (6), 
With a Gaussian elevated region (7), and a comparison of the 
three different cases in the same draWing (8), With the 
elevated regions pro?led; 

FIG. 9a is a top plan vieW and 9b is a cross-sectional vieW 
taken along lines 5—5 shoWing an axial H-plane cross 
section of the sub-re?ector and tube When the sub-re?ector 
and tube are connected With tWo metal screWs; 

FIG. 10a is a top plan vieW and 10b is a cross-sectional 
vieW taken along lines 5—‘5‘ shoWing an H-plane cross 
section of the sub-re?ector and tube Where the sub-re?ector 
and tube are connected With tWo thin metal plates; 

FIGS. 11—14 shoW an axial cross-section of the outer part 
of the main re?ector, When the rim is provided With grooves, 
corrugations and metaliZed dielectric rings; and 

FIGS. 15—16 shoW axial cross-sections of tWo examples 
of feeds designed With a tube Which contains both a circular 
Waveguide and a coaxial Waveguide for a dual-band opera 
tion; and 

FIGS. 17—19 shoW axial cross-sections of various feeds 
designed according to the present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The antennas in FIGS. 1 and 2 consist of a main re?ector 
10. In the middle of this there is a self-supporting tubular 
feed element 11. The central region of the main re?ector is 
elevated With a Gaussian shape 21 in FIG. 1 and a constant 
height 20 in FIG. 2. The main re?ector in FIG. 1 is realiZed 
by a massive piece of sheet metal and the rim of the re?ector 
10 is provided With three grooves 40 according to the 
invention. There can be one groove around the actual rim, 
and tWo more at the side of the re?ector structure. Each 
groove is separately as Well as combined With the other 
embodiments of the invention. The re?ector 10 in FIG. 2 is 
made from a.thin metal plate Where the outer edge region is 
curved sharply backWards to form a ?ange, in order to stiffen 
the re?ector. Radome 50, a thin dielectric sheet, is located in 
front of the re?ector 10 and fastened to its rim by means of 
a metal ring 51 and hooks Which are not shoWn in the 
draWing. BetWeen the metal ring 51 and the re?ector ?ange 
there is a metaliZed dielectric sheet curved to a ring 41 
around the rim according to the invention. The dielectric 
ring is metaliZed on the outer side, and may or may not be 
metaliZed on the bottom and inner side. 

The feed in FIG. 3 consists of a cylindrical tube 12, and 
a sub-re?ector 13. The inner surface of the tube 12 forms a 
circular cylindrical Waveguide 15. The Waveguide is 
designed to propagate the basic TE11 mode. The Waveguide 
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must have a larger diameter than 0.6 (approx.) Wavelengths 
and be smaller then 1.2 (approx.). The tube 12 and the 
Waveguide 15 are mostly made of conducting materials. The 
surface of the sub-re?ector has at least one circular corru 
gation 16 in it, according to the referenced European and 
US. patents. These air-or dielectric-?lled corrugations 
ensure that the electromagnetic Waves are prohibited from 
propagating along the surface, regardless of Whether the 
electric ?elds are normal to the surface or are tangential to 
it. This is important in order to achieve loW sidelobes. The 
diameter of the sub-re?ector is alWays larger than the 
diameter of the tube 12. There is a gap 14 betWeen the 
sub-re?ector and the end of the Waveguide 15. The gap 14 
is partly or totally ?lled With dielectric matter. Though this 
is necessary to attach the sub-re?ector to the tube 12, this is 
also a means of controlling the radiation characteristics and 
impedance match. 

The optimum ring focus re?ector 10 in FIG. 4 is seen to 
be ?atter in the bottom than the standard paraboloid 19. The 
tWo re?ectors have been adjusted to each other in such a Way 
that they coincide at the edge and that the focal point of the 
paraboloid lies in the same plane normal to the axis as the 
focal ring of the ring focus paraboloid. This makes the focal 
length of the ring focus paraboloid slightly shorter than that 
of the paraboloid, as illustrated. 

FIG. 5 shoWs a main re?ector 10 Without an elevated 
region in the center, Whereas FIGS. 6 and 7 shoW tWo 
different elevated regions. The elevated region in FIG. 6 is 
clearly recogniZed as a plate 20 With constant height over the 
original re?ector shape. FIG. 7 shoWs an example of a 
Gaussian height pro?le 21. The elevated region is not so 
visible as in FIG. 6, but becomes much more visible When 
plotting the three pro?les in the same diagram, as shoWn in 
FIG. 8. The maximum of the Gaussian pro?le occurs at the 
symmetry axis and is therefore not actually present due to 
the central hole. Both FIGS. 6 and 7 shoW elevated regions 
according to the invention, but it should be understood that 
the invention is not limited to these height pro?les. In 
particular, the Gaussian pro?le can be shifted by varying the 
parameter pt. 

FIGS. 9a and b shoWs the location of tWo metal screWs 30 
Which connect the sub-re?ector 13 to the end of the tube 12 
according to the invention. The tWo screWs are located in 
H-plane Where the electric ?eld becomes orthogonal to the 
screWs so that they have minimum effect on the perfor 
mance. FIGS. 9a and b shoW tWo thin connecting plates 31 
according to the invention. They are penetrating into small 
narroW slots in the sub-re?ector and tube end, and are 
soldered or in other Ways fastened there. These plates are 
also located in H-plane and are oriented in such a Way that 
they have as small aZimuthal extent as possible, causing 
negligible ?eld blockage. The invention is not limited to the 
realiZations shoWn. In particular, one of the screWs shoWn in 
FIG. 9b may be removed, or more screWs may be located 
side by side in the same H-plane. The tWo plates may also 
be combined to one plate Which extends through the center 
of the sub-re?ector and tube, or there may be more plates 
side by side. 

FIGS. 11—14 shoW four different realiZations of so-called 
chokes near the re?ector rim. The corrugations 40 in FIG. 11 
are all located according to the invention, as Well as each one 
of them. The choke in FIG. 12 is provided as a dielectric 
material making up a ring 41 around the re?ector rim, and 
this has a metaliZed outer surface 42. The choke is in this 
case open-ended, and must therefore be betWeen 0.5 and 
0.75 dielectric Wavelengths in order to Work as a choke. In 
FIG. 13 the dielectric ring 41 is provided With metal even at 
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8 
the bottom 43. Its length should be betWeen 0.25 and 0.5 
dielectric Wavelengths. The corrugations and dielectric rings 
can be combined With a support 51 for a radome 50 in front 
of the re?ector. The invention is not limited to those real 
iZations shoWn. In particular, there may be more dielectric 
rings outside each other With or Without metal sheets in 
betWeen them. 

FIGS. 15—16 shoW tWo embodiments for the case that the 
tube 12 contains both a circular Waveguide 15 and a coaxial 
Waveguide 60. The inner circular cylinder 61 betWeen the 
Waveguides are made of conducting material (metal). The 
end of the tube, the end of the inner cylinder and the 
dielectric joint 14 are shaped so as to enable optimum 
radiation performance in both frequency bands. This is done 
in FIG. 15 by shaping the inner tube to a cone 62 Which 
extends to the circumferential aperture and divides the 
dielectric joint in tWo pieces. The solution in FIG. 16 
contains corrugations 16 of tWo different depths, in order to 
Work optimally in both bands. The invention is not limited 
to the tWo realiZations shoWn in FIGS. 15 and 16. E.g., the 
solution in FIG. 15 can have dual depth corrugations, and the 
solution in FIG. 16 can have metal elements inside the joint. 

The feeds in FIGS. 17—19 have dielectric material not 
only in the central part of the gap betWeen the end of the tube 
and the sub-re?ector, but even in a region With diameter 
larger than the diameter of the tube and partly or completely 
covering the corrugations 16. The Waveguide may also be 
entirely ?lled With dielectric material in some applications, 
in order to prevent Water to build up inside the tube. The 
cross-section of the dielectric ?lling may have any shape, 
Whereas the draWings shoW only three examples. 

The draWings shoW a feW different designs of the inven 
tion. It should nevertheless be apparent that there are numer 
ous other forms of designs possible and still be Within the 
scope of the present invention. 

EXPLANATION OF PRINCIPLE OF 
OPERATION 

The principle of operation of the antenna as described in 
the referenced European and US. patents Will not be 
repeated here, but the improvements Will be explained. 
Ring Focus Re?ector 
The ring focus re?ector Works in such a Way that the 

Waves propagate a slightly different distance than in a 
paraboloid, in such a Way that this corrects for the ellipsoidal 
phase fronts of the radiation ?eld of the feed and makes the 
phase of the aperture ?eld constant. 
Elevated Central Region 
The elevated central region of the main re?ector cause a 

small perturbation of the re?ected Waves from the main 
re?ector surface. This perturbation has the extent of the 
elevated region and an amplitude Which is proportional to 
the height of the perturbation (for small heights). The 
radiation from the perturbation Will When transformed to the 
aperture for certain dimensions have the same amplitude but 
opposite phase compared to the unperturbed aperture ?eld. 
In this Way it Will create an interference minimum at the 
focal point. Many different height pro?les can provide this. 
The perturbed re?ected ?eld corresponds to a small aperture 
radiating from the central re?ector region. The ?eld distri 
bution over this aperture is proportional to the height, Which 
means that We can control it With the height distribution. In 
aperture theory Gaussian aperture ?elds are knoWn to give 
in particular loW sidelobes, so also With this pertubational 
aperture ?eld. Therefore, a Gaussian height pro?le gives 
loWer sidelobes than a constant height pro?le. 
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Metal Screws 
Metal cylinders are known to cause very little ?eld 

blockage and scattering if the electric ?eld is orthogonal to 
them. Metal plates are knoWn to cause very little ?eld 
blockage and scattering if the ?eld is orthogonal to the plate 
and is incident from a direction in the plane of the plate. 
Therefore, When We locate screWs and plates in H-plane as 
in the invention, they Will have very little effect on the 
performance. If We located the cylinders and plates incor 
rectly in E-plane, they Will destroy the performance of the 
antenna completely. 
Rim Corrugations 

Corrugations and grooves are often referred to as chokes 
or soft surfaces. In order to Work properly they must be 
betWeen 0.25 and 0.5 Wavelengths deep. They Work the best 
When the depth is 0.25 Wavelengths and thereby transforms 
the electric conducting short to an open-circuit or equivalent 
magnetic current at the opening of the grooves. This open 
circuit stops the surface currents from ?oating and thereby 
E-?elds Which are orthogonal to the surface cannot propa 
gate along it. If We instead use open-ended dielectric-?lled 
grooves, the grooves must be betWeen 0.5 and 0.75 Wave 
lengths deep in order to provide an open-circuit or equiva 
lent magnetic conductor at the opening. Thus, such chokes 
make the E-?eld Zero of the Waves propagating in a direction 
orthogonal to them. This Will reduce the ?elds diffracted 
around the re?ector rim and thereby give loWer sidelobes. 
Dual Band 

The dual band antennas Work in the same Way as the 
antennas described in the referenced US. and European 
patents, eXcept that in one frequency band the radiation is 
eXcited by means of the coaXial Waveguide. The region in 
betWeen the sub-re?ector and the end of the tube as Well as 
this end must be designed so as to provide optimum opera 
tion in both bands. 
Protected Feed 

The antenna With the dielectric ?lling betWeen the sub 
re?ector and the end of the tube Works in the same Way as 
Without the ?lling, but it is more dif?cult to design because 
there may be present undesired resonant modes in the 
dielectric region. Such modes may destroy the antenna 
performance, but they can be partly or completely removed 
by reducing the volume of the dielectric ?lled region or 
designing it With air pockets or using material With loW 
permittivity. 
What is claimed is: 
1. In an antenna system, a re?ector and a feed element for 

radiating or intercepting electromagnetic Waves, constructed 
With a main re?ector, a Waveguide inside a tube having a 
?rst end and a second end, said ?rst end connected to said 
main re?ector, a sub-re?ector With circular grooves or 
corrugations, and a dielectric joint in the space betWeen said 
sub-re?ector and the second end of said Waveguide tube, 
said main re?ector having an aXis of symmetry, the improve 
ment comprising: 

the main re?ector Which is shaped as a ring focus parabo 
loid according to the formula 

With Z the aXial coordinate measured along the symmetry 
aXis, p the radius coordinate measured from the aXis, F the 
focal length of the re?ector, and p0 the radius of the ring 
focus, Where the ring focus radius is typically betWeen 0.5 
times and 1.5 times the radius of said tube, depending on the 
dimensions of said sub-re?ector and said joint, Where the 
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10 
main re?ector deviates from the ring focus paraboloid 
formula due to ?nite tolerances and different design methods 
by up to an RMS value of about 0.02 Wavelengths, and 
Where the re?ector is used together With different tubes and 
sub-re?ectors designed for different frequency bands, in 
Which the ring focus paraboloid formula is valid With the 
above limitations in at least one of the frequency bands. 

2. In an antenna system, a re?ector and a feed element for 
radiating or intercepting electromagnetic Waves, constructed 
With a main re?ector, having a ring focus shape a Waveguide 
inside a tube having a ?rst end and a second end, said ?rst 
end connected to said main re?ector, a sub-re?ector With 
circular grooves or corrugations, and a dielectric joint in the 
space betWeen said sub-re?ector and the second end of said 
Waveguide tube, the improvement comprising: 

an elevated region in the center of said main re?ector 
around said tube, Where said elevated region has a 
constant height over the ring focus main re?ector 
shape, Where in the height of the elevated region has a 
maXimum of betWeen 0.1 and 0.25 Wavelengths over 
the ring focus shaped main re?ector, and has a diameter 
of betWeen 1.9 and 7 Wavelengths dependent on the 
frequency and the focal length of the re?ector. 

3. In an antenna system, a re?ector and a feed element for 
radiating or intercepting electromagnetic Waves, constructed 
With a main re?ector, having a ring focus shape a Waveguide 
inside a tube having a ?rst end and a second end, said ?rst 
end connected to said main re?ector, a sub-re?ector With 
circular grooves or corrugations, and a dielectric joint in the 
space betWeen said sub-re?ector and the second end of said 
Waveguide tube, the improvement comprising: 

a dielectric plate in said main re?ector around said tube, 
Where the plate has a constant height over the ring focus 
main re?ector shape Where in the height of the plate has 
a maXimum over the ring focus main re?ector shape 
Which provides a phase delay of betWeen 70 and 180 
degrees compared to When the dielectric plate is not 
present, and Where the diameter is betWeen 1.9 and 7 
Wavelengths, depending on the frequency and the focal 
length of the re?ector. 

4. In an antenna system, a re?ector and a feed element for 
radiating or intercepting electromagnetic Waves, constructed 
With a main re?ector, a Waveguide inside a tube having a 
?rst end and a second end, said ?rst end connected to said 
main re?ector, a sub-re?ector With circular grooves or 
corrugations, and a dielectric joint in the space betWeen said 
sub-re?ector and the second end of said Waveguide tube, the 
improvement comprising: 

fastening means for creating a strong metal connection 
betWeen said sub-re?ector and said tube being located 
in a plane through the center aXis of said tube and said 
sub-re?ector and on opposite sides of this aXis. 

5. In an antenna system, a re?ector and a feed element for 
radiating or intercepting electromagnetic Waves, constructed 
With a main re?ector having a rim around its outer perimeter, 
a Waveguide inside a tube having a ?rst end and a second 
end, said ?rst end connected to said main re?ector, a 
sub-re?ector With circular grooves or corrugations, and a 
dielectric joint in the space betWeen said sub-re?ector and 
the second end of said Waveguide tube, the improvement 
comprising: 

one or more air-?lled or dielectric-?lled grooves, located 

in or around the rim of said main re?ector, Where the 
depth of these grooves are betWeen 0.25 and 0.5 
Wavelengths of the material inside the groove. 

6. In an antenna system, as de?ned in claim 5 Wherein the 
air ?lled grooves are located in the rim of said main re?ector. 
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7. In an antenna system, a re?ector and a feed element for 
radiating or intercepting electromagnetic Waves, constructed 
With a main re?ector having a rim around its outer perimeter, 
a Waveguide inside a tube having a ?rst end and a second 
end, said ?rst end connected to said main re?ector, a 
sub-re?ector With circular grooves or corrugations, and a 
dielectric joint in the space betWeen said sub-re?ector and 
the second end of said Waveguide tube, the improvement 
comprising: 

one or more open-ended dielectric rings Which are met 
aliZed on the outermost side in such a Way that they 
form coaXial layers of dielectric material and metal, 
located around the rim of said main re?ector, Where the 
depth of the open-ended dielectric-?lled coaxial 
Waveguides formed by the dielectric layers are typi 
cally betWeen 0.5 and 0.75 Wavelengths of the dielec 
tric material. 

8. In an antenna system, a re?ector and a feed element for 
radiating or intercepting electromagnetic Waves, constructed 
With a main re?ector, a Waveguide inside a tube having a 
?rst end and a second end, said ?rst end connected to said 
main re?ector, a sub-re?ector With circular grooves or 
corrugations, and a dielectric joint in the space betWeen said 
sub-re?ector and the second end of said Waveguide tube, the 
improvement comprising: 

a cylinder, said cylinder comprising said tube and said 
Waveguide, and having a constant thickness along its 
length, said cylinder being fastened to the main re?ec 
tor. 

9. The antenna system as de?ned in claim 8, further 
including a support plate fastened betWeen the cylinder and 
the main re?ector. 

10. In an antenna system, a re?ector and a feed element 
for radiating or intercepting electromagnetic Waves, con 
structed With a main re?ector, a Waveguide inside a tube 
having a ?rst end and a second end, said ?rst end connected 
to said main re?ector, a sub-re?ector With circular grooves 
or corrugations, and a dielectric joint in the space betWeen 
said sub-re?ector and the second end of said Waveguide 
tube, the improvement comprising: 

an inner cylindrical tube located inside said Waveguide 
tube such that a coaxial Waveguide is formed betWeen 
the outer Wall of said inner tube and the inner Wall of 
said Waveguide tube, and Where the dielectric joint 
contains metal parts Which are connected to said inner 
tube. 

11. In an antenna system, a re?ector and a feed element 
for radiating or intercepting electromagnetic Waves, con 
structed With a main re?ector, a Waveguide inside a tube 
having a ?rst end and a second end, said ?rst end connected 
to said main re?ector, a sub-re?ector With circular grooves 
or corrugations, and a dielectric joint in the space betWeen 
said sub-re?ector and the second end of said Waveguide 
tube, the improvement comprising: 

the main re?ector has a paraboloidal shape and includes 
an elevated region in the center of said main re?ector 
around said tube, said elevated region has a constant 
height above the surface of the main re?ector, the 
elevated region has a maXimum height of betWeen 0.1 
and 0.25 Wavelengths, and has a diameter betWeen 1.9 
and 7 Wavelengths depending upon the frequency and 
focal length of the re?ector. 

12. In antenna system as de?ned in claim 11, Wherein the 
elevated region is formed by a dielectric plate. 

13. In an antenna system, a re?ector and a feed element 
for radiating or intercepting electromagnetic Waves, con 
structed With a main re?ector, a Waveguide inside a tube 
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having a ?rst end and a second end, said ?rst end connected 
to said main re?ector, a sub-re?ector With circular grooves 
or corrugations, and a dielectric joint in the space betWeen 
said sub-re?ector and the second end of said Waveguide 
tube, the improvement comprising: 

an elevated region in the center of said main re?ector 
around said tube, said elevated region has a height 
Which tapers off gradually from a maXimum near the 
tube to Zero at a radial distance from the tube, and 
Wherein the maXimum height of the elevated region is 
betWeen 0.1 and 0.25 Wavelengths and the diameter at 
the point Where the height is reduced to 0.37 of its 
maXimum value is betWeen 1.9 and 7 Wavelengths, 
depending upon the frequency and the focal length of 
the re?ector. 

14. In an antenna system as de?ned in claim 13, Wherein 
the main re?ector has a paraboloidal shape. 

15. In an antenna system as de?ned in claim 13, Wherein 
the main re?ector has a ring focus shape. 

16. In an antenna system, a re?ector and a feed element 
for radiating or intercepting electromagnetic Waves, con 
structed With a main re?ector, a Waveguide inside a tube 
having a ?rst end and a second end, said ?rst end connected 
to said main re?ector, a sub-re?ector With circular grooves 
or corrugations, and a dielectric joint in the space betWeen 
said sub-re?ector and the second end of said Waveguide 
tube, said main re?ector having an aXis of symmetry, the 
improvement comprising: 

the main re?ector has a paraboloidal shape and includes 
an elevated region in the center of said main re?ector 
around said tube, said elevated region has a ?at planar 
surface Which is perpendicular to the aXis of symmetry 
of the main re?ector, the ?at elevated region has a 
maXimum height of betWeen 0.1 and 0.25 Wavelengths 
and has a diameter betWeen 1.9 and 7 Wavelengths 
depending upon the frequency and the focal length of 
the re?ector. 

17. In an antenna system, a re?ector and a feed element 
for radiating or intercepting electromagnetic Waves, con 
structed With a main re?ector, a Waveguide inside a tube 
having a ?rst end and a second end, said ?rst end connected 
to said main re?ector, a sub-re?ector With circular grooves 
or corrugations, and a dielectric joint in the space betWeen 
said sub-re?ector and the second end of said Waveguide 
tube, said main re?ector having an aXis of symmetry, the 
improvement comprising: 

an elevated region in the center of said main re?ector 
around said tube, a dielectric plate forms the elevated 
region in the center of said main re?ector around said 
tube, said dielectric plate tapers off gradually from a 
maXimum height near the tube to 0 at a radial distance 
aWay from the tube, and Where the maXimum height of 
the plate provides a phase delay in the associated 
electromagnetic Waves betWeen 70 and 180 degrees 
compared to When the dielectric plate is not present, 
and the diameter at the point Where the height is 
reduced to 0.37 of its maXimum value is betWeen 1.9 
and 7 Wavelengths, depending upon the frequency and 
the focal length of the re?ector. 

18. In an antenna system as de?ned in claim 17, Wherein 
the main re?ector has a paraboloidal shape. 

19. In an antenna system as de?ned in claim 17, Wherein 
the main re?ectors has a ring focus shape. 

20. In an antenna system, a re?ector and a feed element 
for radiating or intercepting electromagnetic Waves, con 
structed With a main re?ector, a Waveguide inside a tube 
having a ?rst end and a second end, said ?rst end connected 
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to said main re?ector, a sub-re?ector With circular grooves 
or corrugations, and a dielectric joint in the space betWeen 
said sub-re?ector and the second end of said Waveguide 
tube, the improvement comprising: 

an elevated region in the center of said main re?ector 
around said tube, said elevated region has a constant 
height above the surface of the main re?ector, the 
elevated region having a maXimum height of betWeen 
0.1 and 0.25 Wavelengths and has a diameter betWeen 
1.9 and 7 Wavelengths depending upon the frequency 
and the focal length of the re?ector. 

21. In an antenna system, a re?ector and a feed element 
for radiating or intercepting electromagnetic Waves, con 
structed With a main re?ector having a rim around its outer 
perimeter, a Waveguide inside a tube having a ?rst end and 
a second end, said ?rst end connected to said main re?ector, 
a sub-re?ector With circular grooves or corrugations, and a 
dielectric joint in the space betWeen said sub-re?ector and 
the second end of said Waveguide tube, the improvement 
comprising: 

one or more dielectric rings are provided having metal 
iZed outer and bottom surfaces, said dielectric rings 
effectively forming a dielectric-?lled groove located 
around the rim of said main re?ector, Where the depth 
of these grooves are betWeen 0.25 and 0.5 Wavelengths 
of the material inside the grooves. 

22. In an antenna system, a re?ector and a feed element 
for radiating or intercepting electromagnetic Waves, con 
structed With a main re?ector having a rim around its outer 
perimeter, a Waveguide inside a tube having a ?rst end and 
a second end, said ?rst end connected to said main re?ector, 
a sub-re?ector With circular grooves or corrugations, and a 
dielectric joint in the space betWeen said sub-re?ector and 
the second end of said Waveguide tube, the improvement 
comprising: 

one or more dielectric rings are provided having metal 
iZed outer surfaces and being located around the rim of 
said main re?ector, the Width of the rings When mea 
sured in the aXial direction of the re?ector are betWeen 
0.50 and 0.75 Wavelengths of the material inside the 
grooves. 

23. In an antenna system, as de?ned in claim 22 Wherein 
the dielectric-?lled grooves are located in the rim of said 
main re?ector. 

24. In an antenna system, a re?ector and a feed element 
for radiating or intercepting electromagnetic Waves, con 
structed With a main re?ector having a rim around its outer 
perimeter, a Waveguide inside a tube having a ?rst end and 
a second end, said ?rst end connected to said main re?ector, 
a sub-re?ector With circular grooves or corrugations, and a 
dielectric joint in the space betWeen said sub-re?ector and 
the second end of said Waveguide tube, the improvement 
comprising: 

a plurality of dielectric rings having metal ?lm positioned 
betWeen the rings so as to form coaXial layers of 
dielectric material and metal, and said dielectric rings 
are located around the rim of said main re?ector. 
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25. In an antenna system as de?ned in claim 24 Wherein 

the dielectric rings are located in the rim of said main 
re?ector. 

26. In an antenna system, a re?ector and a feed element 
for radiating or intercepting electromagnetic Waves, con 
structed With a main re?ector having a rim around its outer 
perimeter, a Waveguide inside a tube having a ?rst end and 
a second end, said ?rst end connected to said main re?ector, 
a sub-re?ector With circular grooves or corrugations, and a 
dielectric joint in the space betWeen said sub-re?ector and 
the second end of said Waveguide tube, said main re?ector 
having an aXis of symmetry, the improvement comprising: 

the main re?ector includes an elevated region in the center 
of said main re?ector around said tube, said elevated 
region has a ?at planar surface Which is perpendicular 
to the aXis of symmetry of the main re?ector, the ?at 
elevated region has a maXimum height of betWeen 0.1 
and 0.25 Wavelengths and has a diameter betWeen 1.9 
and 7 Wavelengths depending upon the frequency and 
the focal length of the re?ector. 

27. In an antenna system as described in claim 26, 
Wherein the main re?ector has a ring focus shape. 

28. In an antenna system, a re?ector and a feed element 
for radiating or intercepting electromagnetic Waves, con 
structed With a main re?ector, a Waveguide inside a tube 
having a ?rst end and a second end, said ?rst end connected 
to said main re?ector, a sub-re?ector With circular grooves 
or corrugations, and a dielectric joint in the space betWeen 
said sub-re?ector and the second end of said Waveguide 
tube, the improvement comprising: 

an elevated region in the center of said main re?ector 
around said tube, said elevated region being formed by 
a dielectric plate, said dielectric plate having a constant 
height above the surface of the main re?ector, said 
dielectric plate having a maXimum height of betWeen 
0.1 and 0.25 Wavelengths and having a diameter 
betWeen 1.9 and 7 Wavelengths depending upon the 
frequency and the focal length of the re?ector. 

29. In an antenna system as de?ned in claim 28, Wherein 
the main re?ector has a ring focus shape. 

30. In an antenna system as de?ned in claim 28, Wherein 
the main re?ector has a paraboloidal shape. 

31. In an antenna system, a re?ector and a feed element 
for radiating or intercepting electromagnetic Waves, con 
structed With a main re?ector having a rim around its outer 
perimeter, a Waveguide inside a tube having a ?rst end and 
a second end, said ?rst end connected to said main re?ector, 
a sub-re?ector With circular grooves or corrugations, and a 
dielectric joint in the space betWeen said sub-re?ector and 
the second end of said Waveguide tube, the improvement 
comprising: 

an inner cylindrical tube located inside said Waveguide 
tube such as that a coaxial Waveguide is formed 
betWeen the outer Wall of said inner tube and the inner 
Wall of said Waveguide tube, and Where the dielectric 
joint contains metal parts Which are not connected to 
said inner tube. 


