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GLIDER BAR FOR FLOORING SYSTEM 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 
This invention relates to a device for use With a ?oating 

?ooring system. Speci?cally, the device is hereafter refered 
to as a glider bar Which can form ?ush transitions betWeen 
?oating ?oor sections of a laminate or Wood ?ooring and can 
be used as an alternative to an overlapping T-molding; an 
overlapping stair nosing; an overlaping hard surface reducer 
or an overlapping carpet reducer. 

2. Description of the Related Art 
Laminate ?ooring having excellent abrasion resistant 

properties Was invented by Kent O. Lindgren et al and 
described in US. Pat. No. 4,940,503, the entire disclosure of 
Which is herein incorporated by reference. Such laminate 
?ooring can be provided With tongue and groove elements 
so as to inter?t With similar ?ooring elements to form a ?oor 
covering of high abrasion resistance. 

This neW laminate ?ooring material can be used as a 
substitute for conventional ?ooring materials, such as Wood, 
stone, ceramic tile, etc. to simulate the appearance of such 
conventional materials and, in addition, has the capability of 
being provided in Wide range of appearance, including 
fantasy designs by virtue of incorporation of a printed sheet 
visible under the upper surface Which such natural materials 
as Wood or stone, etc. could not duplicate. 

In Europe, conventional ?ooring Which is attached to a 
sub?oor has evolved into a “?oating” ?oor system. That is, 
unlike conventional Wood, stone, etc., Which is fastened to 
a sub?oor by mechanical fasteners and/or adhesive, the 
“?oating” ?oor of conventional Wood or of laminated abra 
sion resistant properties is not attached to a sub?oor, such as 
a concrete or Wood sub?oor. 

A “?oating” ?oor may have the components thereof 
attached to one another mechanically, such as With clips or 
other mechanical fasteners or by a mechanical joint of the 
?oating ?ooring material itself, or to a system of ?oor planks 
that is only joined at the tongue and groove joint of each 
component of the ?oor planks With glue. While it may be 
installed over and attached to a ?oating underlay, such as 
foam, felt or other sound dampening material, it is held in 
place by gravity and not ?xedly attached to a rigid 
underlayment, eg to a Wood or concrete sub?oor. A?oating 
?oor is a ?nished ?oor Which is not attached in any Way to 
the sub?oor, i.e. the ?oor supporting materials beneath the 
?oor itself. It is not attached to this sub?oor With adhesives 
or mechanical fasteners or in any other Way. A ?oating ?oor 
is only attached to itself, i.e. the joints of a ?oating plank, 
block or square are attached to themselves With glue at their 
common joints, or as an alternative to glue, then a mechani 
cal fastener can hold the joints together Without fastening the 
?oor to the sub?oor or a mechanical joint made of the same 
material as the ?nished ?oor that alloWs the joints to 
interlock to themselves. The ?oating ?oor is thus free to 
expand and contract according to the composition of the 
materials of that ?ooring. There is typically an expansion 
space around the perimeter of the rooms With ?oating ?oors 
as Well as an expansion space around any ?xed objects in 
that same room. This space alloWs the ?oating ?oor to 
expand and contract. Around the perimeter of such a ?oating 
?oor, formulated from a series of planks or panels glued to 
corresponding planks or panels to form a continuous 
?ooring, is an expansion space betWeen the ?ooring and the 
Walls of a room in Which the ?ooring is installed. Such an 
expansion space, typically about 1A inch, alloWs the ?oor to 
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expand and/or contract, With changes in the environment, 
especially temperature and/or humidity. 
As noted above, all of the joints in a ?oating ?oor are 

glued or mechanically fastened. In doorWays, or archWays, 
betWeen rooms, Where one ?oating ?oor joins another ?oor, 
an overlapping T-molding is used to conceal the expansion 
space and produce a ?ush ?nished ?ooring system betWeen 
the tWo ?oors meeting in that doorWay. 

HoWever, a T-molding creates a raised protrusion in the 
?oor in the transition from one ?oor to another, and such an 
overlapping molding raised above the surface of a ?nished 
?oor creates a surface that can collect dirt, is more difficult 
to clean, and, because it is raised, it is subject to more severe 
Wear When struck by any object moving across the ?nished 
?oor. Overlapping moldings can also be a tripping haZard, 
since they are a raised protrusion from the smooth ?nished 
?ooring surface. Also, the transition is not Waterproof and 
permits ?uids to leak through the joint to the sub?ooring 
When the ?oating ?oors are subjected to routine 
maintenance, i.e. Washing. 
The glider bar of the invention also alloWs the contraction 

and expansion energies, forces, of a ?oating ?oor, to move 
freely Within each room independent of any ?ooring tran 
sition moldings, i.e. hard surface reducers, carpet reducers, 
and stair nosings in that room or rooms. The glider bar also 
transfers the contraction and expansion energies, forces, of 
a ?oating ?oor, from one room to another When tWo ?oating 
?oors join in narroW doorWays or archWays by providing 
both independent movement for each room and also by 
alloWing and supporting, strengthening, the narroW 
doorWay, or archWay, joints so that those contraction and 
expansion energies can transfer from one room to the other. 

Thus, the present invention is concerned With providing 
an alternative to the traditional moldings used With ?oating 
?oors to overcome the de?ciencies associated thereWith. 

OBJECTS OF THE INVENTION 

It is thus, an object of the invention to provide a ?oating 
?ooring system, especially a laminate ?oating ?ooring 
system, Which does not have the draWbacks associated With 
traditional ?ooring systems. 

It is a further object of the invention to provide a com 
ponent of a ?oating ?ooring system in the form of a glider 
bar having universal application to provide ?ush transitions 
as an alternative to the previous overlapping moldings. Such 
a glider bar, by its structure, has the capacity to alloW the 
?oating ?oors to move in an in?nite number of directions 
When jointed to a ?ooring transition such as the ?ush 
reducers or ?ush stair nosing. 

These and further objects of the invention Will become 
apparent When read in connection With the appended draW 
ings and detailed description of the invention. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a schematic, perspective, partial vieW of a glider 
bar according to the invention; 

FIG. 2 is a sectional vieW through line A—A of FIG. 1; 
FIG. 3 is a sectional vieW through line B—B of FIG. 1; 
FIG. 4 is an enlarged vieW of the ?ooring system of the 

invention in combination With a ?oating ?ooring to form a 
?ush doorWay transition; 

FIG. 5 is an enlarged vieW of a portion of a glider bar in 
combination With a ?ush hard surface reducer; 

FIG. 6 is an enlarged vieW of a portion of a glider bar in 
combination With a ?ush carpet reducer; 
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FIG. 7 is an enlarged vieW of a portion of a glider bar in 
combination With a ?ush stair nosing; 

FIG. 8 is a perspective vieW of a glide bar shoWing 
provision of notches and extended rails at opposite ends 
thereof such that the glide bars can be assembled in tandem. 

FIG. 9 is similar to FIG. 4, but shoWs hoW the glider bar 
can have universal utility by joining ?oors supported by 
underlayment of different thicknesses. 

FIGS. 10a—10h shoW alternative means of fastening the 
glider bar to the sub?oor or to fasten the ?nished ?oor 
transitions to the glider bar in place of the dovetail discussed 
hereinbeloW. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

As hereinbefore described, ?oating ?ooring systems, 
When making a transition to another surface, such as another 
?oating ?ooring, another hard surface, a carpet, etc. used a 
molding or transition element Which overlaps the ?oating 
?ooring. This overlapping element not only creates a raised 
protrusion Which may create an unstable footing and be 
susceptible to damage but also is aesthetically unpleasing to 
the eye of the observer. The transition betWeen adjacent 
rooms, such as Where tWo ?oating ?oors meet, is unsightly 
and disturbed by a protruding molding, Which may not 
match or compliment the appearance of the ?oating ?oors. 
Additionally, the gap, Which is normally left betWeen ?oat 
ing ?oors Where they meet, as in a doorWay, forms a joint 
Which permits leakage of ?uids, such as aqueous cleaning 
liquids Which Will collect in the underlayment of the ?oating 
?oor. 

To overcome these detriments, I have invented a glider 
bar 10, shoWn schematically in FIG. 1 Which includes base 
portions 11, 12, 13 having raised rails, eg in the form of 
projecting dovetail portions 14, 16, the purpose of Which 
Will be hereinafter described. 

Intermediate various base portions 11, 12 is anchoring 
plate 15 (anchoring plate 17 being shoWn betWeen base 
portions 11, 13 in FIG. 1) provided With apertures through 
Which fasteners pass to secure the anchoring plate to a 
sub?oor 20. Fasteners may take the form of screWs 18 or 
other similar elements. The apertures are preferably four in 
each anchoring plate, though only tWo fasteners are needed 
to secure the anchoring plate to the sub?oor. 

Typically, the glider bar 10 cannot be installed over 
carpet, carpet pad, or surfaces similar to carpet or carpet pad. 
The sub?oor 20 must be a ?rm and solid surface formed of 
materials such as concrete, or other mineral based ?oorings, 
such as teraZZo, marble or stone. Glider bar 10 can be 
installed over Wood sub?oors and ?nished ?oors that Will be 
covered by a ?oating ?oor, such as hardWood, stripWood, 
linoleum, vinyl, ceramic or other hard surface materials. 

EXAMPLES 

The folloWing eXamples illustrate the best mode of prac 
ticing the invention. 

Sub?oor 20 should be clean and the area Where glider bar 
10 is to be installed must be clean and smooth such that the 
glider bar 10 is free to move Without any obstruction. In 
general, glider bar 10 can be installed over any surface over 
Which a ?oating ?oor can be installed. 

The timing of installation of the glider bar 10 relative to 
installation of the ?oating ?oor is ?exible and can be 
installed before the ?oating ?oor is installed, or in some 
instances, can be installed after the ?oating ?oor is installed. 
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When the glider bar 10 is installed before the ?oating ?oor 

the folloWing steps occurs: 
If the glider bar 10 With its appropriate ?oor molding is to 

be installed in a doorWay that has a doorjamb and door 
casing, it is recommended to undercut the door jamb, 
stop and casings to the thickness of the ?oating ?oor to 
alloW the ?oating ?oor to slide beneath the casings, 
jamb and stop. When the jamb and door stop is under 
cut to the thickness of the ?oating ?oor, this also alloWs 
the glider bar 10, When it is a doorWay transition, to ?t 
under the jambs, and door stop. 

When the glider bar 10 is a hard surface reducer 44 or 
carpet reducer 48 (FIGS. 5 and 6, respectively), then a 
portion of the glider bar 10 is alloWed to ?t under the 
jambs and stop While most of the second portion, the 
reducer portions, ?t ?rmly against that part of the jamb 
that is not undercut. This alloWs the attached ?oating 
?oor to move freely in tWo directions and the reducer 
portions of the glider bar 10 to move in one direction, 
there being no need for the reducer portions to eXpand 
left or right and only the need for the reducer portions 
to move forWard and backWard With the expansion 
movement of the ?oating ?oor. See FIGS. 1, 2, 3 and 
4. When the glider bar 10, has a stair nose molding 52 
(FIG. 7), it can ?t into those doorWays as described 
above When they step doWn immediately from the 
doorWay. 

When the stair nose molding 52 is not in a doorWay, a 
portion of the stringer or Wall base is undercut to alloW 
the ?ooring section of the glider bar 10 to move freely 
While most of the portion containing the stair nosing 52 
is ?t ?rmly against the stringer or Wall base that is not 
undercut. This alloWs the attached ?oating ?oor to 
move freely in tWo directions and the stair nosing 52 
portion of the glider bar to move in one direction, there 
being no need for the stair nosing 52 portion to eXpand 
left or right and only the need for stair nosing 52 
portion to move forWard and backWard With the eXpan 
sion movement of the ?oating ?oor. 

Attaching the ?oating ?oor to the glider bar 10 
When the glider bar 10 is already in place and the ?oating 

?oor starts from the doorWay, archWay or step doWn or 
an open transition to another ?ooring surface then the 
plank, block or squares of the ?oating ?oor are aligned, 
cut and milled, if necessary, to ?t into the glider bar 
molding. The ?oating ?oor, although ?t, is not glued or 
attached in any Way at this time to the glider bar 10. The 
glider bar molding is then moved aWay from the 
?oating ?oor enough to leave a space betWeen the 
?oating ?oor and the glider bar molding suf?cient to 
hold the base plate of an installation strap. Install the 
?oating ?oor. When the ?oor is completed, remove the 
installation strap, glue and insert a loose tongue into the 
groove of either of the ?oating ?oor or glider bar 
molding, glue the second groove, then press together 
the glider bar molding and the ?oating ?oor. Clean up 
the glue residue if there is any glue ooZe on the surface. 
To prevent glue that is seeping from the underside of 
the ?oating ?oor and glider bar molding joint from 
adhering to the glider bar frame a piece of paper can be 
placed directly beneath the joint so that it covers the 
glider bar frame and also captures any glue seeping 
from the underside of the joint. 

When the glider bar 10 is already in place and the ?oating 
?oor meets the glider bar 10 in the process of being 
constructed, such as a doorWay in the side of a room 
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Where the plank, block or square meets the glider bar 
molding as each roW is assembled, ie the short ends of 
roWs of planks meet the glider bar 10, then each piece 
of the ?oating ?oor is cut and milled then installed, but 
not yet attached to the glider bar molding. After all of 
the roWs are cut and milled and attached to the ?oating 
?oor and the construction of the ?oating ?oor is past the 
doorWay, archWay or ?oor transition opening the glider 
bar molding can be attached to the ?oating ?oor then or 
When the ?oating ?oor is completed. It is attached in 
the same Way as described above. 

When the glider bar is already in place in an opening in 
the Wall Where the last room of the ?oating ?oor is to 
be installed at the doorWay, archWay or step doWn or an 
open transition to another ?ooring surface then the 
plank, block or squares of the ?oating ?oor are aligned, 
cut and milled, if necessary, to ?t into the glider bar 
molding. Glue and insert a loose tongue into the groove 
of either the ?oating ?oor or glider bar molding, glue 
the second groove, then press together the glider bar 
molding and the ?oating ?oor. Clean up the glue 
residue if there is any glue ooZe on the surface. To 
prevent glue that is seeping from the underside of the 
?oating ?oor and glider bar molding joint from adher 
ing to the glider bar frame a piece of paper can be 
placed directly beneath the joint so that it covers the 
glider bar frame and also captures any glue seeping 
from the underside of the joint. 

There are some instances Where the glider bar 10 can be 
installed after the ?oating ?oor is installed. 
When a ?oating ?oor in one room is designed to join a 

?oating ?oor in an adjoining room and they meet in a 
doorWay or archWay and the ?ush doorWay transition, 
on glider bar 10, is used then one room may be 
complete up to the doorWay or archWay and then the 
glider bar doorWay transition can be installed. Once it 
is installed, the second room must be installed begin 
ning from the same doorWay or archWay. 

When you install the glider bar 10 to the ?rst completed 
room, the necessary preparatory steps are taken, under 
cutting any door jambs, stops and casings. Then the 
doorWay transition is cut for the doorWay or archWay, 
moved so it abuts to the installed ?oating ?oor. The 
eXposed edge of the completed ?oating ?oor that is to 
join the glider bar transition has been cut and milled to 
receive glue and a loose tongue. Once the glider bar 10 
has been positioned, it is moved back suf?ciently to 
apply glue and a loose tongue, glue and insert a loose 
tongue into the groove of either the ?oating ?oor or 
glider bar molding, glue the second groove, then press 
together the glider bar molding and the ?oating ?oor. 
Clean up the glue residue if there is any glue ooZe on 
the surface. To prevent glue that is seeping from the 
underside of the ?oating ?oor and glider bar molding 
joint from adhering to the glider bar frame a piece of 
paper can be placed directly beneath the joint so that it 
covers the glider bar frame and also captures any glue 
seeping from the underside of the joint. 

The second room then is started from the doorWay, 
archWay, the plank, block or squares of the ?oating 
?oor are aligned, cut and milled if necessary to ?t into 
the glider bar molding. These pieces are joined to the 
glider bar doorWay transition. Glue and insert a loose 
tongue into the groove of either of the ?oating ?oor or 
glider bar molding, glue the second groove, then press 
together the glider bar molding and the ?oating ?oor. 
Clean up the glue residue if there is any glue ooZe on 
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the surface. To prevent glue that is seeping from the 
underside of the ?oating ?oor and glider bar molding 
joint from adhering to the glider bar frame, a piece of 
paper can be placed directly beneath the joint so that it 
covers the glider bar frame and also captures any glue 
seeping from the underside of the joint. 

The connection betWeen the glider bar 10 and the ?oating 
?oor can also be made With a mechanical system rather than 
a gluing system. Clips, inserted mechanical joints in place of 
the tongue and groove, snap in tracks that hold the joints 
together and any other mechanical system may be employed 
to join the ?oating ?oor to the glider bar. 

In operation, the glider bar 10 is assembled by attaching 
the anchoring plate 15 to the sub?oor 20. Acenterline 22 can 
be embossed on the bases 11, 12, 13 (and on the anchoring 
plate 15) to assist alignment of these components With the 
glider bar 10 With the center of a door jam or other transition. 
The raised rails in the form of projecting dovetail portions 

14, 16 are shaped to cooperate With complimentary grooves 
24, 26 in ?ooring elements 25, 27 (FIG. 4) Which are slid 
longitudinally along arroW B over the respective rails from 
an end of the glider bar 10 so as to be interlocked in a 
transverse direction represented by arroW A. Although dove 
tail portions 14, 16 and complimentary grooves 24, 26 are 
illustrated, any interlocking shape can be used. Some alter 
native shapes are shoWn in FIGS. 10(a)—10(h). The tongue 
28 and groove 30 joint betWeen ?ooring elements 25, 27 
(FIG. 4) is not glued as in the other ?ooring element 
assembly as their positions are set relative to one another by 
dovetail portions 14, 16. HoWever, the respective tongue 32 
and groove 34 joint betWeen ?oating ?oor element 33 and 
?ooring element 25 is glued (or mechanically fastened) as is 
the respective groove 36 of ?ooring element 27 With the 
tongue (not shoWn) of the adjacent ?oating ?oor (not 
shoWn). 

In this Way, the ?oating ?oors meeting in a doorWay are 
provided With a ?ush transition element in the form of glider 
bar 10 having ?ooring elements 25 and 27 attached to the 
respective ?oating ?oors by gluing (or mechanically 
fastening) and ?Xed relative to one another by dovetail 
projections 14, 16. 

The underlayment 38 may be felt, foam, or other sound 
deadening material as in conventional ?oating ?oors. Dif 
ferences in thickness of various underlayment 38 can be 
compensated by providing various thicknesses of ?ooring 
elements 25 and 27 of different thickness at their ends 
thereof remote from their joint 28, 30. As shoWn in FIG. 9, 
element 25‘ and element 27‘ have different thickness so as to 
provide a ?ush transition despite the fact that the underlay 
ment 38‘, 38“ under each ?oor is of different thickness. 
The anchoring plates 15, 17 are preferably provided With 

a beveled edge of 20° or so to alloW the glider bar 10 to 
move in both the longitudinal (arroW B) and transverse 
(arroW A) directions. The anchoring plates 15, 17 are pref 
erably square, eg 50 mm by 50 mm preferably containing 
four holes to permit insertion of one or more fasteners 18. 
The anchoring plates 15, 17 can be 4.5 mm thick or 
otherWise adjusted to match the thickness of the underlay 
ment. Typical dimensions of a glider bar 10 can be 78 mm 
in Width and 1200 mm in length, though, the ends of the 
glider bar 10 can be provided With male/female ends, e.g. 
tWo notches 41, 43 (FIG. 8) to mate With tWo eXtended rails 
45, 47 at the opposite ends of glider bar 10, to be joined and 
used in tandem to form eXtended lengths Where necessary, 
eg for an eXtended step, or in eXtended areas Where a 
?oating ?oor meets another ?oor covering surface, such as 
carpet, ceramic tile, stone or vinyl. Of course, the glider bar 
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10 can be cut to dimension When used in narrower 
dimensions, such as conventional 24 inch (610 mm), 30 inch 
(762 mm) and 36 inch (914 mm) doorWays. 

The glider bar 10 is fastened to the sub?oor 20 With the 
anchoring plates 15, 17. These anchoring plates 15, 17 can 
be installed With screWs 18, nails or adhesives (not shoWn). 
When the plates are anchored into concrete or any other 
mineral based ?ooring, stone, or ceramic, holes are drilled 
into these surfaces and a natural or synthetic plug is placed 
into the drilled hole. The mechanical fastener, screW 18, or 
nail that anchors the anchoring plates is then screWed or 
nailed into the plugged hole thereby securing the anchoring 
plates 15, 17 to the sub?oor 20. The anchoring plates 15, 17 
can also be anchored With specialty adhesives. When the 
anchoring plates 15, 17 are fastened over a Wood sub?oor 
the screWs 18, or nails (not shoWn) can be directly screWed 
(or nailed) into the Wood sub?oor (or specialty adhesives 
may be used). 

In embodiments Where a ?oating ?oor meets another hard 
surface ?oor covering such as vinyl 40 (FIG. 5), dovetail 14 
on base 12 is engaged With groove 42 of a ?ush hard surface 
reducer 44. Thus, a smooth transition is made from the 
?oating ?oor to the other hard surface ?oor covering. 
When the other ?oor covering is a carpet 46, a ?ush carpet 

reducer 48 having groove 50 to engage With dovetail 14 can 
be supplied (FIG. 6). 

In the embodiment Where the ?oating ?oor is used as a 
step covering (FIG. 7), the glider bar 10 is provided With a 
?ush stair nosing 52 over stair sub?oor 54. A ?exible, 
compressible material 56 can be placed betWeen ?ush stair 
nosing 52 and the riser 54. 

In the foregoing embodiments, the ?ush doorWay transi 
tion provided by ?ooring elements 25, 27 can be made to 
match or compliment the adjoining ?oating ?oors. The 
?ooring elements 25, 27 can be made of the same abrasion 
resistant laminate as the ?oating ?oor, or in the case of the 
hard surface reducer 44, carpet reducer 48, or stair nosing 52 
can be the same or provided With a greater degree of 
toughness and abrasion resistance to prevent damage and 
Wear. 

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY 

The glider bar 10 may be packaged With the ?nished ?oor 
molding, i.e. ?ush doorWay transition, ?ush carpet reducer, 
?ush hard surface reducer or ?ush stair nosing attached to 
the glider bar or separate from it. When the ?nished molding 
is attached, the installer can simply measure the siZe that is 
needed and cut both the ?nished ?oor molding and the glider 
bar at the same time. The anchoring plates that attach the 
glider bar to the sub?oor can be attached to the glider bar 
With tape or packaged separately, With or Without fasteners, 
such as screWs. Should the ?nished ?oor molding come 
packaged unattached to the glider bar, the installer can 
assemble the ?nished ?oor molding onto the glider bar, then 
cut to siZe as described above, or separately cut the ?nished 
?oor molding and glider bar. 

It Will be evident that the foregoing description can be 
subjected to modi?cation by those skilled in the art Without 
departing from the spirit of the invention. 

I claim: 
1. A ?oating ?ooring system Which comprises a combi 

nation of a plurality of similar ?ooring components Which 
are attached to one another at edges thereof so as to form a 

plurality of assembled ?ooring components, a sub?oor upon 
Which the resulting assembled ?ooring components are 
placed upon, but unattached, to said sub?oor; a glider bar, 
and at least one ?nished ?oor molding, said glider bar 
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8 
comprising at least one anchoring plate attached to said 
sub?oor, and base portions having raised rails, said raised 
rails having pro?les to inter?t With corresponding grooves in 
said ?nished ?oor molding, said ?nished ?oor molding 
being attached to an edge of said assembled ?ooring com 
ponents. 

2. The ?oating ?ooring system of claim 1 Wherein the 
plurality of similar ?ooring components are selected from 
the group consisting of planks, squares and panels. 

3. The ?oating ?ooring system of claim 1 Wherein the 
similar ?ooring components are attached to one another With 
mechanical fasteners. 

4. The ?oating ?ooring system of claim 1 Wherein the 
similar ?ooring components are attached to one another With 
adhesive. 

5. The ?oating ?ooring system of claim 1 Wherein said 
raised rails are in the form of dovetails. 

6. The ?oating ?ooring system of claim 1 Wherein said 
?nishing ?oor moldings are selected from the group con 
sisting of a ?ush doorWay transition, a ?ush carpet reducer, 
a ?ush hard surface reducer and a ?ush stair nosing. 

7. The ?oating ?ooring system of claim 1 Wherein the 
plurality of similar ?ooring components are each a laminate 
provided With a high abrasion resistant surface. 

8. The ?oating ?ooring system of claim 1 Wherein the 
?nished ?oor molding is made of the same material as the 
?ooring components. 

9. A glider bar for use With a ?oating ?ooring system, said 
glider bar comprising a plurality of base portions, each of 
said base portions being spaced from an adjacent base 
portion, and having raised rails thereon, at least one anchor 
ing plate intermediate one of said base portions and said 
adjacent base portion, said anchoring plate adapted to be 
attached to a sub?oor, but slidably inter?tting betWeen said 
base portion and said adjacent base portion and supporting 
said raised rails, said raised rails having a pro?le to interlock 
With a corresponding groove in a ?nished ?oor molding. 

10. The glider bar of claim 9 Wherein the raised rails are 
in the form of dovetails. 

11. The glider bar of claim 9, further comprising a ?nished 
?oor molding, Wherein said ?nished ?oor molding is one 
selected from the group consisting of a ?ush doorWay 
transition, a ?ush hard surface reducer, a ?ush carpet reducer 
and a ?ush stair nosing. 

12. The glider bar of claim 9, in combination With 
adjacent ?oating ?oors, Wherein the glider bar transmits 
forces betWeen said adjacent ?oating ?oors. 

13. The glider bar of claim 12 Wherein the adjacent 
?oating ?oors are each installed over a ?oating underlay of 
different thickness. 

14. The glider bar of claim 9 Wherein the rails are 
continuous and the base is discontinuous and the anchoring 
plates occupy at least a portion of the space betWeen 
discontinuous bases. 

15. The glider bar of claim 9 Wherein a centerline is 
embossed on the bases thereof. 

16. The glider bar of claim 9 Wherein a centerline is 
embossed on the anchoring plates. 

17. A glider bar system for use With a ?oating ?ooring 
system, said glider bar system comprising a plurality of 
anchoring plates, a base portion having raised rails thereon, 
said base portion inter?tting With said anchoring plates, said 
raised rails having a pro?le to interlock With a corresponding 
groove in a ?nished ?oor molding Wherein the anchoring 
plates have edges Which are beveled so as to alloW the glider 
bar to move in both longitudinal and transverse directions. 

18. A method of installing a ?ush molding on a ?oating 
?oor, said method comprising providing a glider bar, said 
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glider bar including anchoring plates, bases and raised rails 
on said bases, said rails de?ning an interlocking pro?le; 
sliding a ?ush rnolding along a longitudinal axis of said 
glider bar so as to engage said interlocking pro?le of said 
rails With corresponding grooves provided in said ?ush 5 
rnolding; ?xedly attaching said anchoring plates to a sub 
?oor and placing said glider bar over said anchoring plates; 
and ?xedly attaching said ?ush rnolding to at least one 
?oating ?oor section. 
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19. The method of claim 18 Wherein said ?ush rnolding is 

one selected from the group consisting of a ?ush stair 
nosing, a ?ush doorWay transition, a ?ush carpet reducer and 
a ?ush hard surface reducer. 

20. The method of claim 18 Wherein said ?xedly attaching 
is performed by adhesive or mechanical fastening. 


