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MULTI-FUNCTION SINGLE MOTOR SEAT 
TRACK ACTUATOR ASSEMBLY 

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

This application is a continuation-in-part of US. Ser. No. 
08/986,856, ?led Dec. 8, 1997, Which is a continuation of 
US. Ser. No. 08/431,148, ?led Apr. 28, 1995, noW issued as 
US. Pat No. 5,694,812 on Dec. 9, 1997, Which are incor 
porated by reference hereWithin. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

This invention relates generally to multi-functional appa 
ratuses and speci?cally to a multi-functional apparatus 
employing an electromagnetic device for use in an automo 
tive vehicle seat. 

Most conventional passenger seats in automotive vehicles 
employ three distinctly separate, electric motors for moving 
a seat in various directions. Typically, one electric motor 
controls fore and aft horiZontal movement of the seat 
relative to a stationary vehicle ?oor pan. The fore and aft 
actuating electric motor commonly rotates a fore and aft 
oriented jackscreW or rotates a pinion gear meshed With a 
fore and aft oriented rack. 

The second electric motor commonly rotates a crank or 
sector gear for upWardly or doWnWardly tilting a rear portion 
of the seat. Similarly, the third discrete electric motor causes 
upWard or doWnWard tilting of the front portion of the seat. 
Simultaneous upWard movement of the second and third 
electric motors causes vertical rising, or conversely 
loWering, of the seat relative to the stationary ?oor pan. The 
three electric motors used in these traditional seat construc 
tions are typically very heavy and costly. Examples of these 
types of conventional seat adjuster mechanisms are dis 
closed in the following US. Pat. No. 5,483,853 entitled 
“Systems for Adjusting Vehicle Seats” Which issued to 
Moradell et al. on Jan. 16, 1996; US. Pat. No. 5,014,958 
entitled “PoWered Six-Way Seat Adjuster and Mechanisms 
Therefor” Which issued to Harney on May 14, 1991; and 
US. Pat. No. 3,365,163 entitled “Seat Adjustment Mecha 
nism” Which issued to Pickles on Jan. 23, 1968; these patents 
are incorporated by reference hereWithin. 

It is also knoWn to provide a scissor linkage for an 
air-sprung vehicle seat. For example, reference should be 
made to US. Pat. No. 4,941,641 entitled “Vehicle Seat” 
Which issued to GranZoW et al. on Jul. 17, 1990, Which is 
also incorporated by reference hereWithin. 

Furthermore, various attempts have been made to inte 
grate the electric motor for moving vehicle seats in various 
directions. For instance, United Kingdom Patent Application 
GB 2 153 218 A entitled “Seat With Multiple Adjustments 
Operable by an Electric Motor,” Which Was published on 
Aug. 21, 1985, discloses multiple adjusting devices driven 
by a single electric motor When an output shaft of the motor 
is movably coupled With any one of several coupling heads; 
the electric motor is moved in a slide guide attached to the 
seat frame in a manual and non-automatic manner from one 
coupled position to another. Such a device appears to operate 
in a rather crude and unre?ned manner by requiring the seat 
occupant to physically move the motor, thereby deterring 
use in a luxury vehicle Where poWer seats are commonly 
used. 

Another integrated approach is discussed in the following 
US. Pat. Nos. Which issued to Yamakami; US. Pat. No. 
5,528,959 entitled “Multi-Driving Assembly of Vehicle 
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2 
PoWer Seat” Which issued on Jun. 25, 1996; US. Pat. No. 
5,462,337 entitled “PoWer Seat Driving Apparatus for a 
Vehicle” Which issued on Oct. 31, 1995; and US. Pat. No. 
5,427,345 entitled “Apparatus for Driving PoWer Seat for 
Vehicle” Which issued on Jun. 27, 1995. While these patents 
shoW a single motor for providing tilting and fore and aft 
adjustment, supplemental remotely located exciting coils are 
employed Which act as clutches in the poWertrain. Hence, 
three electromagnetic devices and their associated costs are 
still required With this construction. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

In accordance With the present invention, the preferred 
embodiment of a multi-functional apparatus employs a 
single electromagnetic device for selectively actuating at 
least tWo seat support movement mechanisms. In another 
aspect of the present invention, a single electric motor 
selectively actuates three movement mechanisms for a seat 
through three otherWise independent poWer transmission 
devices. A further aspect of the present invention provides a 
rotatable member Which is also linearly movable to differing 
positional ranges to selectively mechanically couple the 
electromagnetic device to the desired movement mechanism 
coinciding With each positional range. Yet another aspect of 
the present invention employs an electronic control unit to 
automatically cause coupling of the electromagnetic device 
With the desired movement mechanism. 

The multi-functional apparatus of the present invention is 
advantageous over conventional systems since the present 
invention combines many different functions into a single 
apparatus. For example, the present invention multi 
functional apparatus employs a single electromagnetic 
device per seat instead of the typical three distinctly housed 
electric motors or remote excited coil assemblies. Thus, the 
present invention essentially eliminates the cost and Weight 
associated With tWo electric motors or clutching coil assem 
blies per seat. The packaging space for the present invention 
is also signi?cantly smaller than traditional devices. Another 
advantage of an embodiment of the present invention is that 
the seat support can be vertically raised and loWered by use 
of a single poWer transmission device rather than the tradi 
tional use of tWo, remotely spaced, but simultaneously 
acting tilting gear sets. Additional advantages and features 
of the present invention Will become apparent from the 
folloWing description and appended claims, taken in con 
junction With the accompanying draWings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a perspective vieW shoWing a preferred embodi 
ment of a multi-functional apparatus of the present invention 
mounted to an automotive vehicle seat; 

FIGS. 2—4 are diagrammatic side vieWs shoWing the 
preferred embodiment multi-functional apparatus in various 
positions; 

FIG. 5 is a diagrammatic side vieW shoWing an electric 
motor and poWer transmission mechanisms employed in the 
preferred embodiment multi-functional apparatus; 

FIG. 6 is a diagrammatic side vieW shoWing the electric 
motor and poWer transmission mechanisms employed in the 
preferred embodiment multi-functional apparatus; 

FIGS. 7 and 8 are side elevational vieWs, taken partly in 
section, shoWing the electric motor and a portion of the 
poWer transmission mechanisms employed in the preferred 
embodiment multi-functional apparatus, but having a dif 
ferent return spring con?guration than that of FIG. 5; 
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FIG. 9 is a cross sectional vieW, taken along line 9—9 of 
FIG. 7, showing a portion of a power transmission mecha 
nism employed in the preferred embodiment multi 
functional apparatus; 

FIG. 10 is a cross sectional vieW, taken along line 10—10, 
shoWing the electric motor employed in the preferred 
embodiment multi-functional apparatus; 

FIG. 11 is a fragmentary side elevational vieW shoWing an 
alternate embodiment of the multi-functional apparatus of 
the present invention mounted to an automotive vehicle seat; 
and 

FIGS. 12 and 13 are enlarged and fragmentary side 
elevational vieWs shoWing the alternate embodiment multi 
functional apparatus in various positions. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF A PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

A luxury automotive vehicle has a pair of front occupant 
seats made of cloth, leather or vinyl covered foam With a stiff 
metal skeleton. As can be observed in FIG. 1, the seat 
includes a seat back 21, a seat bottom 23 and the multi 
functional apparatus 25 of the present invention. 

Referring noW to FIGS. 1 and 2, the preferred embodi 
ment of multi-functional apparatus 25 includes a skeletal 
seat supporting structure or frame 27, three separate move 
ment mechanisms 29, 31 and 33, an integrated motor and 
poWertrain housing 35 and a pair of seat tracks 37. Each seat 
track 37 has an outWardly open C-shaped cross section and 
is longitudinally elongated in a horiZontal, fore and aft 
direction. Seat tracks 37 are stamped from steel and move 
fore and aft in concert With seat bottom 23 and supporting 
structure 27. 

A steel slide 39 is stationarily bolted to a ?oor pan 38 of 
the automotive vehicle via steel triangular brackets 43. Each 
respective track 37 ?ts about slide 39 for operably moving 
fore and aft relative to the stationary internal slide 39. Arack 
41 of poWer transmission mechanism 29 is riveted or 
otherWise fastened to both slide 39 and brackets 43 at 
fastening points 45, on each side of the seat. A steel output 
pinion gear 47 of poWer transmission mechanism 29 extends 
outWardly through a circular hole in each track 37 and 
through an elongated slot 49 of each adjacent slide 39 for 
meshing With the corresponding rack 41. A steel, elongated 
shaft may be needed to couple pinion gear 47 on the opposite 
(non-motor) side of the seat With the remainder of poWer 
transmission mechanism 29. It is noteWorthy that the ?at 
ness of each metallic rack is important to ensure proper 
performance. Thus, tracks 37 and steel seat supporting 
structure 27 are operably moved in a fore and aft direction 
by rotation of pinion gears 47, While pinion gears 47 and 
motor housing 35 remain stationary in a fore and aft direc 
tion. This fore and aft mechanism movement can best be 
observed by comparing the central position of FIG. 2 to the 
rearWardly moved position of FIG. 4. 

Referring again to FIG. 2, upWard and doWnWard tilting 
movement of seat supporting structure 27 is provided by 
actuation of poWer transmission mechanisms 31 and/or 33. 
On only one side of the seat, an output pinion gear 61 
operably drives a sector gear 63 about pivot point 65. Pivot 
point 65 is mounted to track 37. Rotation of sector gear 63 
causes a tilting link 67 to push or pull the adjacent end of 
seat supporting structure 27 in a rotating or tilting manner 
relative to seat tracks 37 and ?oor pan 38. The tilting action 
has a vertical angular component and a horiZontal angular 
component. PoWer transmission mechanism 33 operates in a 
manner similar to that discussed for poWer transmission 
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4 
mechanism 31. PoWer transmission mechanisms 31 and 33 
are made from steel. Tilting links 67 and non-geared pivot 
ing folloWing links (similar in shape to sector gears 63) are 
provided on the other side (non-motor) of structure 27. The 
tilting movement can best be observed by comparing the 
horiZontal seat supporting structure position of FIG. 2 With 
the upWardly tilted and rotated position of seat supporting 
structure 27 of FIG. 3. 
The three movement mechanisms are all actuated by use 

of a single electromagnetic device such as an electric motor 
81. The preferred embodiment electric motor 81 and asso 
ciated poWer transmission mechanisms are illustrated in 
FIGS. 5—10. Electric motor 81 is a fractional horsepoWer, 
direct current motor having a metallic or polymeric housing 
35 Within Which are stationary permanent magnets 83, a 
rotatable armature 85 With Wire Windings, a rotatable arma 
ture shaft 87 joined to the armature, a commutator 89 
electrically connected to the Wire Windings and rotatable 
With the armature shaft, a brush card assembly 91 and 
various electronic components. Brush card 91 includes four 
brush boxes 101, each having a metallic brush 103 biased 
toWard commutator 89 by a compression spring 105. TWo of 
the brushes 103, designated as A and B, provide armature 
rotation in clockWise and counterclockWise directions When 
energiZed. Another pair of brushes, designated as C and D, 
control linear movement of armature 85 and armature shaft 
87 in a solenoid-action manner. Such a linearly moving and 
rotating motor is generically disclosed in US. Pat. No. 
5,045,741 entitled “Dual-Motion Apparatus” Which issued 
to Dvorsky on Sep. 3, 1991, and is incorporated by reference 
hereWithin. Armature 85 and armature shaft 87 are normally 
biased toWard a centered positional range, as shoWn in 
FIGS. 5 and 7, by Way of a pair of compression springs 111 
and 113. FIG. 7 shoWs a preferred compression spring 
arrangement While FIG. 5 shoWs an alternate compression 
spring arrangement. Housing 35 is affixed to one track 37. 
A micro-processor type of electronic control unit 115 is 

preferably integrated into motor housing 35. Microprocessor 
115 controls the linear and rotational positioning of armature 
85 by selectively energiZing the appropriate brushes 103 in 
response to occupant operation of one or more electrical 
sWitches 117 (see FIG. 1). A set of conductive feedback 
patterned discs or paths 119 are mounted onto portions of 
poWer transmission mechanisms 29, 31 and 33, such as the 
bevel gears or driven Worm gears. Electrical Wiping contac 
tors ride along the feedback disc thereby indicating the 
rotational position of the gear, and indirectly the seat, to 
microprocessor 115. This is especially appropriate for use 
With a memory seat control system such as that disclosed in 
US. Pat. No. 5,765,916 entitled “Memory Seat With Soft 
and Hard Travel Limits” Which issued to Patel on Jun. 16, 
1998; US. Pat. No. 5,197,007 entitled “Control System for 
Vehicle Memory Seat Recall Positioning” Which issued to 
Parker on Mar. 23, 1993, and US. Pat. No. 4,845,620 
entitled “Control Arrangement for Vehicle Memory Seat” 
Which issued to Parker on Jul. 4, 1989; these patents are 
incorporated by reference hereWithin. It is further envi 
sioned that microprocessor 115 can act as a multiplexed seat 
node When electrically connected to a central body computer 
in a multiplexed (MUX) fashion through a loWer cost and 
smaller siZed Wire harness. AJ8150 MUX protocol is used. 

Linear movement of armature shaft 87 and an externally 
splined spur gear 121 ?xedly mounted thereon act as a 
clutching intermittent motion mechanism to selectively 
couple and uncouple electric motor 81 and the desired one 
of the three movement mechanisms. Spur gear 121 has a set 
of splines 123 around an exterior peripheral surface for 
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meshing With internal splines 125 of ?rst bevel gears 127, 
129 and 131. The leading and trailing ends of spur gear 
splines 123, facing toward and aWay from armature 85, and 
internal splines 125 of each bevel gear 131 are chamfered to 
encourage offset alignment and deter tooth butt conditions 
When spur gear 121 internally couples and meshes With the 
selected bevel gear. Circular-cylindrical and unsplined bear 
ings 141 are also mounted on armature shaft 87. 

In addition, to ?rst bevel gears 127,129 and 131, poWer 
transmission mechanisms 29, 31 and 33 further include 
second bevel gears 201, 203 and 205 enmeshed With bevel 
gears 127, 129 and 131 respectively. Worm gear shaft 
segments 207, 209 and 211 centrally project from bevel 
gears 201, 203 and 205, respectively, for driving output 
Worm gears 213, 215 and 217, respectively. Worm gears 
213, 215 and 217 respectively drive output pinion gears 62, 
47 and 61 through use of rigid coaxial shafts or ?exible 
cables. It is advantageous to use Worm gear segments or 
jackscreWs in order to prevent back driving of the drive train 
and the electric motor thereby deterring undesired seat 
movement. Dynamic braking of the electric motor can also 
be used to deter poWertrain back driving. 

Accordingly, spur gear 121 mechanically couples rotation 
of armature 85 to central bevel gear 129 When armature shaft 
87 is disposed in a central positional range as shoWn in FIG. 
7. This occurs When the solenoid brushes C and D are 
deenergiZed and compression springs 111 and 113 centrally 
bias armature 85 and armature shaft 87 relative to stator 83. 
Furthermore, spur gear 121 is moved to a second positional 
range coinciding With bevel gear 127, as shoWn in FIG. 8, 
When solenoid brushes C and D are energiZed in a prede 
termined ?rst polarity thereby causing armature 85 to lin 
early move as shoWn and compress spring 111 against an end 
of housing 35. Moreover, When microprocessor 115 reverses 
polarity of solenoid brushes C and D, armature 85 and 
armature shaft 87 Will linearly move in an opposite direction 
from that shoWn in FIG. 8 in order to mechanically couple 
spur gear 121 With bevel gear 131 in a third positional range. 
Electric motor 81 is thereby automatically coupled to one of 
multiple poWer transmission mechanisms in a quick and 
re?ned manner Without the need for additional costly excited 
coil-activated clutches remotely located aWay from the 
electric motor, and Without the need for manual movement 
of the motor by the seat occupant. The seat occupant is 
entirely unaWare of the linear movement of the electric 
motor. The electrical circuit 143 for brushes A—D are ener 
giZed in accordance With Table 1 to correspond With the 
stated desired seat movements (Where CW=clockWise and 
CCW=counterclockWise). Dynamic braking is achieved by 
electrically shunting together brushes A and B. 

TABLE 1 

Brush Actuation 

Seat Armature Movement Motor Solenoid 

Movement Rotational Longitudinal A B C D 

Front Up CW Extreme Left + — + — 

Front DoWn CCW Extreme Left — + + — 

Braked Stop Extreme Left 0 O O 0 
Forward CW Centered + — O O 

RearWard CCW Centered — + O O 

Braked Stop Centered O O O 0 
Rear Up CW Extreme Right + — — + 

Rear DoWn CCW Extreme Right — + — + 

Braked Stop Extreme Right 0 O O O 
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6 
It is also envisioned that a push-push latching mechanism 

can alternately be used to secure armature 85 and armature 
shaft 87 in either or both extreme longitudinally moved 
positions. For example, one or more spring detents can be 
mounted to housing 35 for engaging a V-shaped and notched 
cam disposed on armature shaft 87, or vice versa, similar to 
the latching arrangement of US. Pat. No. 5,050,922 entitled 
“Overhead Console having a Pivotable Storage Shelf-Door” 
Which issued to Falcoff on Sep. 24, 1991, and is incorporated 
by reference hereWithin. 

The preferred embodiment of the present invention 
advantageously employs a single electric motor to selec 
tively and automatically actuate multiple seat movement 
mechanisms. The single electric motor per seat can provide 
generally horiZontal fore and aft seat movement, front tilting 
movement, rear seat tilting movement and even vertical full 
seat movement (by quickly alternating the spur gear betWeen 
the ?rst and third tilting bevel gears). 
An alternate embodiment of the multi-functional appara 

tus 25 is illustrated in FIGS. 11—13. In this embodiment, a 
rack 301 is stationarily mounted to each stationary seat track 
303. The electric motor 81 of the preferred embodiment is 
mounted to a base 305 Which is operably movable in a fore 
and aft direction relative to seat tracks 303. A micro 
processor 307, shoWn as a separately housed unit, (but could 
be integral With the motor) is also mounted to base 305 but 
is still electrically connected for controlling electric motor 
81. A scissor-type linkage movement mechanism 309 mov 
ably couples a seat supporting structure 311 to base 305 on 
each side of seat bottom 23. Scissor-type linkage movement 
mechanism 309 includes a pair of upper links 331 and 333 
pivotably coupled to a pair of loWer links 335 and 337 by 
trunnions 341 and 343. A generally horiZontally mounted 
jackscreW 339 mechanically couples trunnions 341 and 343 
for one mechanism. Trunnions 341 and 343 can be con 
structed in the manner shoWn in US. Pat. No. 5,356,117 
entitled “HolloW Trunnions for Scissor Jacks” Which issued 
to Engel on Oct. 18, 1994, Which is incorporated by refer 
ence hereWithin. A?exible cable 351 has a ?rst square cross 
sectionally shaped end mounted in an end of jackscreW 339 
and also has a second square-shaped end mounted in a hub 
of a bevel gear 353. 

A ?rst part 355 of loWer link 337 is coupled to a second 
part 356 of loWer link 337 by Way of another jackscreW 357. 
A ?rst end of jackscreW 357 engages With trunnion 343 
While a second and opposite end of jackscreW 357 is secured 
to a Wall portion of link 355. A squared end of a second 
?exible cable 359 is af?xed Within the second end of 
jackscreW 357. An opposite squared end of ?exible cable 
359 is secured to a hub of a second bevel gear 361. Flexible 
cables 351 and 359 are made from spiral Wound Wire having 
a circular central cross sectional shape and stamped square 
ends; such ?exible cables are suitable for rotationally trans 
mitting force betWeen gears While being longitudinally 
?exible and are believed to have been traditionally used for 
speedometers. A third bevel gear 363 and Worm gear seg 
ment directly drive an output pinion gear 365 along rack 301 
betWeen the fore and aft positions illustrated by comparing 
FIGS. 11 and 12. 
The seat and seat supporting structure 311 are vertically 

raised and loWered by a single movement mechanism (as 
compared to the dual sector gear mechanism of the preferred 
embodiment) by operably rotating j ackscreW 339. J ackscreW 
339 is rotated When electric motor 81 linearly moves the 
spur gear to engage Within ?rst bevel gear 381, thereby 
driving second bevel gear 353 and ?exible cable 351. 
Similarly, the seat and seat supporting structure 311 are tilted 
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fore and aft by rotating obliquely angled jackscreW 357. 
J ackscreW 357 is actuated When the electric motor 81 
linearly moves the spur gear to engagably drive another ?rst 
bevel gear 383, Which in turn, rotatably drives second bevel 
gear 361 and ?exible cable 359. The tilting action of 
jackscreW 357 can be observed by comparing FIGS. 12 and 
13. A slave scissor linkage is disposed on the opposite side 
of seat. 

While various embodiments of this multi-functional appa 
ratus have been disclosed, it Will be appreciated that other 
modi?cations may be made Without departing from the 
present invention. For example, alternate solenoid or elec 
tromagnet constructions may be used in place of the previ 
ously described electric motor and brush arrangement, espe 
cially for the scissor linkage mechanism. Furthermore, 
additional spur gears, pinion gears, sector gears, planetary 
gears, jackscreWs, sprockets and chains, pulleys and belts, 
cables or other force transmitting means may be employed 
to couple betWeen the electromagnetic device and move 
ment mechanisms. It Will further be appreciated that a 
variety of other multiplexed or non-multiplexed, micropro 
cessor or analog circuitry may be used to automatically 
control the apparatus of the present invention. The coupling 
and mechanical engagement function can also be carried out 
With a variety of other intermittent motion mechanism 
constructions such as Geneva mechanisms, StarWheel 
mechanisms, split shaft clutches, intermittent gearing, 
escapements, ratchet mechanisms or other knoWn selec 
tively actuable devices. Moreover, the seat supporting struc 
ture can be any skeletal device Which moves With the seat 
bottom. While various materials, electronic components, 
circuits and force transmitting members have been 
disclosed, a variety of other such materials, electronic 
components, circuits and force transmitting devices may be 
used. It is intended by the folloWing claims to cover these 
and any departures from the disclosed embodiments Which 
fall Within the true spirit of this invention. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A multi-functional apparatus for use With a seat, said 

apparatus comprising: 
seat supporting structure; 
a ?rst movement mechanism operably moving at least a 

?rst portion of said structure in substantially fore and 
aft directions; 

a second movement mechanism operably moving at least 
one of said ?rst portion and a second portion of said 
structure in substantially up and doWn directions; 

an electric motor having an output; and 
at least one mechanical engagement member connected to 

said motor output Whereby said electric motor is selec 
tively operable to move said mechanical engagement 
member linearly betWeen a ?rst position coupling said 
mechanical engagement member to said ?rst move 
ment mechanism and a second position coupling said 
mechanical engagement member to said second move 
ment mechanism, said electric motor being selectively 
operable to rotate said mechanical engagement member 
in opposite directions causing said ?rst and second 
movement mechanisms to operably move said structure 
in associated ones of said fore and aft directions and 
said up and doWn directions. 

2. The apparatus of claim 1 including a third movement 
mechanism operably moving at least one of said ?rst portion 
and a third portion of said structure in substantially up and 
doWn directions, said electric motor being selectively oper 
able to move said mechanical engagement member linearly 
to a third position spaced from said ?rst and second positions 
and coupling said mechanical engagement member to said 

10 

15 

25 

35 

45 

55 

65 

8 
third movement mechanism, said electric motor being selec 
tively operable to rotate said mechanical engagement mem 
ber in opposite directions causing said third movement 
mechanism to operably move said structure in said up and 
doWn directions. 

3. The apparatus of claim 2 Wherein said second and third 
movement mechanisms operably move a front portion and a 
rear portion respectively of said structure in a tilting manner. 

4. The apparatus of claim 1 Wherein said second move 
ment mechanism is a scissor-type linkage actuated by a 
jackscreW coupled to said mechanical engagement member. 

5. The apparatus of claim 1 Wherein said electric motor 
output includes an armature shaft and said ?rst and second 
positions are spaced a predetermined distance apart, said 
?rst and second movement mechanisms being spaced apart 
said predetermined distance. 

6. The apparatus of claim 5 Wherein said electric motor 
includes a motor housing, an armature attached to said 
armature shaft and operably rotating in said motor housing, 
and more than tWo brushes in electrical connection With said 
armature, at least a pair of said brushes operably causing 
said armature shaft to linearly move relative to said motor 
housing When connected to a source of electrical poWer. 

7. The apparatus of claim 1 Wherein said electric motor 
output includes an armature shaft, said mechanical engage 
ment member includes a portion of said armature shaft 
having a spur gear mounted thereon, and said ?rst and 
second movement mechanisms each include a separate bevel 
gear, said bevel gears being internally splined for engage 
ment With said spur gear. 

8. The apparatus of claim 1 including an electronic control 
unit selectively causing said electric motor to linearly move 
said mechanical engagement member betWeen said ?rst and 
second positions. 

9. A multi-functional apparatus for use With a seat, said 
apparatus comprising: 

seat supporting structure having a front portion and a rear 
portion; 

a ?rst movement mechanism operably moving said struc 
ture in substantially fore and aft directions; 

a second movement mechanism operably moving said 
front portion of said structure in substantially up and 
doWn directions; 

a third movement mechanism operably moving said rear 
portion of said structure in substantially up and doWn 
directions; 

an electric motor having an armature shaft; and 

at least one mechanical engagement member including a 
portion of said armature shaft Whereby said electric 
motor is selectively operable to move said mechanical 
engagement member linearly among a ?rst position 
coupling said mechanical engagement member to said 
?rst movement mechanism, a second position coupling 
said mechanical engagement member to said second 
movement mechanism, and a third position coupling 
said mechanical engagement member to said third 
movement mechanism, said electric motor being selec 
tively operable to rotate said mechanical engagement 
member in opposite directions causing said ?rst, sec 
ond and third movement mechanisms to operably move 
said structure in associated ones of said fore and aft 
directions and said up and doWn directions. 

10. The apparatus of claim 9 Wherein said second and 
third movement mechanisms operably move said front por 
tion and said rear portion respectively in a tilting manner. 

* * * * * 


