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SPRING BODY EXCESS FLOW VALVE 

TECHNICAL FIELD 

The present invention relates in general to an improved 
safety valve and a method of using it to control the ?oW of 
a ?uid. The invention more particularly relates to an excess 
?oW valve Which provides a loW by-pass ?oW according to 
a novel method. 

BACKGROUND ART 

The have been many different types and kinds of valves 
used to facilitate the controlling of ?uid ?oW in the event of 
unWanted and undesired excess ?oW. For example reference 
may be made to the following US. Pat. Nos.: 2,215,044; 
2,569,316; 2,585,316; 2,949,931; 3,747,616; 4,212,313; 
4,245,814; 4,382,449; 4,485,832; 4,565,208; 4,715,394; 
4,785,842; 4,844,113; 4,874,012; 5,010,916; 5,052,429; 
5,119,841; 5,203,365; 5,409,031 and 5,603,345. 

While many of the valves disclosed in the above refer 
enced patent documents may have been satisfactory for 
some applications, it Would he highly desirable to have a 
neW and improved safety excess ?oW control valve that 
facilitates loW by pass ?oW control in a relatively inexpen 
sive manner. 

Excess ?oW valves commonly use a spring loaded ball or 
pintle as a ?oW closure mechanism. The seat for such valves 
has typically been a hard metal surface that permits a siZable 
by-pass ?oW after valve closure. While such valves may 
have been acceptable for siZable by pass ?oWs, such values 
have not been satisfactory for small by pass ?oWs. 

Therefore it Would be highly desirable to have a neW and 
improved safety excess ?oW control valve that utiliZes a 
hard metal seat and that facilitates small by-pass ?oWs in a 
relatively inexpensive manner. 

SUMMARY OF INVENTION 

Therefore the principal object of the present invention is 
to provide a neW and improved safety excess ?oW control 
valve that utiliZes a hard metal seat and that facilitates small 
by-pass ?oWs. 

Another object of the present invention is to provide such 
a neW and improved safety excess ?oW control valve that is 
easy to install and that is relatively inexpensive to manu 
facture. 

Brie?y, the above and further objects of the present 
invention are realiZed by providing a neW and improved 
safety excess ?oW control valve Which achieves loW by-pass 
?oW utiliZing a spring and hard metal seat method. 

The safety excess ?oW control valve generally includes a 
housing for de?ning a ?uid ?oW passageWay and hard metal 
valve seat. Aresilent valve seat body and spring are mounted 
in the ?uid passageWay Where the valve seat body is held in 
a normally open position by the spring under normal ?uid 
?oW conditions. The valve seat body is composed of an 
elastomer material Which sealingly engages the valve seat 
for closing the ?uid passageWay under excess ?oW condi 
tions. More particularly, When ?uid ?oWing in the upstream 
passageWay exceeds a predetermined ?oW rate a resulting 
drag force is exerted by the seat body to cause the spring to 
compress. When the ?uid ?oW rate reaches a predetermined 
closure level, the seat body engages the valve seat to 
substantially inhibit the ?oW of ?uid doWnstream except for 
a small by-pass ?oW passing doWnstream via a channel 
disposed Within the seat body. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS 

The above-mentioned and other objects and features of 
this invention and the manner of attaining them Will become 
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2 
apparent, and the invention itself Will be best understood by 
reference to the folloWing description of an embodiment of 
the invention taken in conjunction With the accompanying 
draWings, Wherein: 

FIG. 1 is a fragmentary cross sectional elevational vieW of 
a safety excess ?oW control valve assembly 10 Which is 
constructed in accordance With the present invention, illus 
trating the valve assembly in a normally open position; 

FIG. 2 is a fragmentary cross sectional elevational vieW of 
another excess ?oW shut off valve assembly Which is con 
structed in accordance With the present invention, illustrat 
ing the valve assembly in a closed position; 

FIG. 3 is a pictorial vieW of the valve body of FIG. 1 and 
FIG. 2; 

FIG. 4 is a fragmentary vieW of the bottom skirt of the 
valve body of FIG. 1 and FIG. 2; 

FIG. 5 is a pictorial vieW of a ?oW control plate of FIG. 
2; 

FIG. 6 is an enlarged fragmentary pictorial vieW of 
another excess ?oW shut off valve assembly Which is con 
structed in accordance With the present invention, illustrat 
ing the valve seat body thereof; 

FIG. 7 is an enlarged fragmentary pictorial vieW of 
another excess ?oW shut off valve assembly Which is con 
structed in accordance With the present invention, illustrat 
ing the valve seat body thereof, and 

FIG. 8 is an enlarged fragmentary pictorial vieW of 
another excess ?oW shut off valve assembly Which is con 
structed in accordance With the present invention, illustrat 
ing the valve seat body thereof. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

Referring noW to the draWings and more particularly to 
FIG. 1 thereof there is shoWn a safety excess ?oW control 
valve assembly 10 Which is constructed in accordance With 
the present invention. The excess ?oW control valve assem 
bly 10 is adapted to be mounted in line in a ?uid delivery 
system 11 for substantially preventing the ?oW of ?uid 
therefrom except for a small by-pass ?oW passing doWn 
stream Whenever the ?oW of ?uid entering the assembly 
from upstream exceeds a predetermined excess ?oW rate. 
The excess ?oW control valve assembly 10 is con?gured for 
a predetermined closure rate that is linearly dependent upon 
the upstream ?oW rate of ?uids passing into the assembly 10. 
The ?oW rate of the ?uid passing through the assembly 10 
is controlled in accordance With the method of the present 
invention. 
The excess ?oW control valve assembly 10 generally 

comprises an elongated housing member 12 that de?nes a 
?uid ?oW passageWay 13 and a ?oW control valve arrange 
ment 14 Which is disposed Within the passageWay 13 for 
controlling excess ?uid ?oW doWnstream of the assembly 
10. As Will be explained hereinafter in greater detail, When 
ever the ?uid ?oW rate in the passageWay 13 is beloW a 
predetermined closure level, the control valve arrangement 
14 alloWs the ?uid to pass therethrough substantially unob 
structed. Once the ?oW rate of the ?uid exceeds the prede 
termined closure level, the ?oW control valve arrangement 
14 is activated to effect a linear closure ?oW rate. In this 
regard, When the ?uid ?oW rate is beloW or at the predeter 
mined level there is a maximum ?oW rate through the 
passageWay 13. Thereafter, as the ?oW rate into the assem 
bly 10 continues to increase, the valve arrangement 14 
closes in a linear manner to restrict the amount of ?uid that 
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is discharged downstream of the assembly 10 from the 
maximum ?oW rate discharge to a minimum or by-pass ?oW 
rate discharge. 

Considering noW the housing member 12 in greater detail 
With reference to FIG. 1, the housing 12 is hollow through 
out its entire length having an enlarged upstream end portion 
20, a small or restricted doWnstream end portion 22 and an 
intermediate spring receiving portion 24, integrally con 
nected to the upstream portion 20 and threadably connected 
to the doWnstream portion 22, and a hard metal valve seat 
25. 

As best seen in FIG. 1, the interior Walls of the housing 
12 are generally cylindrically shaped for facilitating the 
coupling the excess ?oW control valve assembly 10 in line 
With a conventional threaded pipeline, such as a gas pipeline 
of the ?uid delivery system 11. Both end portions 20 and 22, 
are threaded at about 26 and 28 respectively to permit the 
valve assembly 10 to be easily installed at any convenient 
location in the ?uid delivery system 11. In this regard, the 
assembly 10 is installed in the ?uid delivery system 11 in the 
same convenient manner as a conventional pipe coupling. 

Although in the preferred embodiment of the present 
invention the housing 12 is illustrated as having external and 
internal threads, those skilled in the art Will understand that 
different thread or a combinations may be employed. 

As best seen in FIG. 1, a shoulder 23 is formed betWeen 
the upstream end of the small end portion 22 and the 
doWnstream end of the intermediate portion 24. As Will be 
explained hereinafter in greater detail, the control valve 
arrangement 14 is supported in the passageWay 13 betWeen 
the shoulder 23 and an upstream retaining member 21. 

Considering noW the control valve arrangement 14 in 
greater detail With reference to FIG. 1, the control valve 14 
generally includes tWo components: an elongated compres 
sion spring 30 and a valve or seat body member 40 Which is 
supported from beloW by an upstream or proximal end 32 of 
the spring 30. As Will be explained hereinafter in greater 
detail, the spring 30 hold the valve member 40 spaced apart 
from a valve seat 25 integrally formed in the housing 12 
betWeen the upstream enlarged portion 20 and the interme 
diate portion 24. The spring 30, in turn, is supported from 
beloW at its doWnstream distal end 34 by the shoulder 23. In 
this regard, the diameter of the spring 30 is substantially 
larger than the diameter of the doWnstream small end portion 
22 and slightly smaller than the inside diameter of the 
intermediate portion 24 to enable the spring 30 to be held in 
the passageWay 13 With its longitudinal axis (1) being in 
substantial coextensive alignment With the longitudinal axis 
(L) of the housing 12. 

Considering noW the spring 30 in greater detail With 
reference to FIG. 1, the spring 30 is selected to have a spring 
constant that alloWs the closure ?oW rate of the control 
valve 14 to be controlled in accordance With the value of 
and the amount of drag force created by the valve member 
40 in response to the ?oW rate of the ?uid entering the 
passageWay 13. In this regard, the spring 30 is selected to 
have an overall length (01) that is substantially greater than 
the overall length (OL) of the intermediate portion 24 so that 
the proximal or upstream end 32 of the spring 30 is spaced 
apart from the valve seat 25 by about a distance The 
distance (D) is selected so the distal end of the valve member 
40 is spaced from the valve seat 25 by about a distance of 
D1 meters, Where the distance D1 is slightly less than the 
maximum distance that spring 30 Will compress under the 
drag force created When the ?oW rate exceeds the predeter 
mined excess ?oW rate. The spring 30 therefore Will com 
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4 
press a suf?cient distance to cause the distal end of the valve 
member 40 to sealingly engage the hard metal valve seat 25 
When the ?oW rate exceeds the predetermined excess ?oW 
rate level. 

Considering noW the valve body member 40 in greater 
detail With reference to FIGS. 1 and 3, the valve seat body 
member 40 is composed of a resilient or elastomer material 
that imparts a ?exibility to the seat body member 40. The 
resilient nature of the seat body member 40 enable the 
complete closure of the passageWay 13 except for the small 
by-pass ?oW that Will be described hereinafter in greater 
detail. 
The valve body member 40 generally includes a holloW 

cylindrical seat body 42 having a closed upstream or proxi 
mal end 44 that is substantially perpendicular to the pas 
sageWay 13 for helping to create a drag force in response to 
upstream ?uid passing through said ?uid passageWay 13 and 
an open doWnstream or distal end indicated generally at 43 
for receiving a portion of the spring 30 therein. The distal 
end 43 of the seat body 40 includes a doWnWardly depending 
annular skirt 48 that is sufficiently thin and ?exible to 
sealingly engage the seat 25 for closing the passageWay 13. 
The skirt 48 has a small cut out portion 49 at its periphery 
that alloWs a small controlled by pass ?oW of ?uid to pass 
therethrough When the skirt 48 is in full sealing engagement 
With the seat 25. 

Considering noW the seat body 42 in greater detail With 
reference to FIGS. 1 and 3, the seat body 42 is holloW 
throughout its entire length and has an inside diameter that 
is suf?ciently large to permit the proximal end 32 of the 
spring 30 to be received therein for supporting the body 42 
With its longitudinal axis in substantial coextensive align 
ment With the longitudinal axes (l) and (L) of the spring 30 
and the housing 12 respectively. Aplurality of protrusions or 
?ns, such as the ?ns 44—46, extend radially outWardly from 
about an exterior Wall portion 43 of the seat body 42 for 
guiding its movement in the ?uid passageWay 13. In this 
regard, as the force of the ?uid entering the assembly 10 
from the upstream ?uid delivery system 11 is directed 
against the proximal end 44 of the seat body 42, a drag force 
of pounds per square inch is translated to the spring 30. 
So long as the drag force is not greater than the 

compression force of the spring 30, the body member 42 
Will be guided by the ?ns 44—46 through the ?uid, passing 
through the passageWay 13, in a relatively stationary posi 
tion relative to the valve seat 25. HoWever, once the drag 
force exceeds the compression force of the spring 30, 
the spring 30 Will begin to compress alloWing the body seat 
member 42 to be moved toWard the valve seat 25. In this 
regard, as the spring 30 compresses, the body member 42 
Will travel along a path of travel 50 guided by the ?ns 44—46 
to cause the skirt 48 to come into sealing engagement With 
the seat 25. 

Although the proximal end of the seat body 42 is 
described as being perpendicular to the passageWay 13, 
those skilled in the art Will understand that different proxi 
mal end con?gurations can be employed to effect different 
drag force values, Which in turn, Will cause different closure 
rates. 

From the foregoing, those skilled in the art Will under 
stand that positive seat sealing is an important design 
consideration that can be encourage or implemented by: 1) 
assuring that the seat body 42 is formed from a reasonably 
resilient material; 2) by keeping the body thickness (t) of the 
skirt 48 relatively thin or narroW; 3) by contouring the seat 
25; and 4) by utiliZing a precise manufacturing technique for 
the molding of the sealing surface of the skirt 48 and the seat 
25. 
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Referring now to the drawings and more particularly to 
FIG. 2 thereof there is shown a safety excess ?ow control 
valve assembly 110 which is constructed in accordance with 
the present invention. The excess ?ow control valve assem 
bly 110 is adapted to be mounted in line in a ?uid delivery 
system 111 for substantially preventing the ?ow of ?uid 
therefrom except for a small by-pass ?ow passing down 
stream whenever the ?ow of ?uid entering the assembly 110 
from upstream exceeds a predetermined excess ?ow rate. 
The excess ?ow control valve assembly 110 is con?gured 
for a predetermined closure rate that is linearly dependent 
upon the upstream ?ow rate of ?uids passing into the 
assembly 110. The ?ow rate of the ?uid passing through the 
assembly 110 is controlled in accordance with the method of 
the present invention. 

The excess ?ow control valve assembly 110 generally 
comprises an elongated housing member 112 that de?nes a 
?uid ?ow passageway 113 and a ?ow control valve arrange 
ment 114 which is disposed within the passageway 113 for 
controlling excess ?uid ?ow downstream of the assembly 
10. As will be explained hereinafter in greater detail, when 
ever the ?uid ?ow rate in the passageway 113 is below a 
predetermined closure level, the control valve arrangement 
114 allows the ?uid to pass therethrough substantially unob 
structed. Once the ?ow rate of the ?uid exceeds the prede 
termined closure level, the ?ow control valve arrangement 
114 is activated to effect a linear closure ?ow rate. In this 
regard, when the ?uid ?ow rate is below or at the predeter 
mined level there is a maximum ?ow rate through the 
passageway 113. Thereafter, as the ?ow rate into the assem 
bly continues to increase, the valve arrangement 114 closes 
in a linear manner to restrict the amount of ?uid that is 
discharged downstream of the assembly 110 from the maxi 
mum ?ow rate discharge to a minimum or by-pass ?ow rate 
discharge. 

Considering now the housing member 112 in greater 
detail with reference to FIG. 2, the housing 112 is hollow 
throughout its entire length having an enlarged upstream end 
portion 120, a small or restricted downstream end portion 
122 and an intermediate spring receiving portion 124 inte 
grally connected to the upstream portion 120 and threadably 
connected to the downstream portion 122. 
As best seen in FIG. 2, the interior walls of the housing 

112 are generally cylindrically shaped for facilitating the 
coupling the excess ?ow control valve assembly 110 in line 
with a conventional threaded pipeline, such as a gas pipeline 
of the ?uid delivery system 111. Both end portions 120 and 
122, are threaded at about 126 and 128 respectively to 
permit the valve assembly 110 to be easily installed at any 
convenient location in the ?uid delivery system. 
As best seen in FIG. 2, a shoulder 123 is formed between 

the upstream end of the small end portion 122 and the 
downstream end of the intermediate portion 124. As will be 
explained hereinafter in greater detail, the control valve 
arrangement 114 is supported in the passageway 113 
between the shoulder 123 and an upstream retaining member 
121. 

Considering now the control valve arrangement 114 in 
greater detail with reference to FIG. 2, the control valve 114 
generally includes two components: an elongated compres 
sion spring 130 and a valve or seat body member 140 which 
is supported from below by an upstream or proximal end 132 
of the spring 130. As will be explained hereinafter in greater 
detail, the spring 130 hold the seat body member 140 spaced 
apart from a valve seat 125 integrally formed in the housing 
112 between the upstream enlarged portion 120 and the 
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6 
intermediate portion 124. The spring 130, in turn, is sup 
ported from below at its downstream distal end 134 by the 
shoulder 123. In this regard, the diameter of the spring 130 
is substantially larger than the diameter of the downstream 
small end portion 122 and slightly smaller than the inside 
diameter of the intermediate portion 124 to enable the spring 
130 to be held in the passageway 113 with its longitudinal 
axis (1) being in substantial coextensive alignment with the 
longitudinal axis (L) of the housing 112. 
The overall length (01) of the spring 130 is substantially 

greater than the overall length (OL) of the intermediate 
portion 124 so that the proximal or upstream end 132 of the 
spring 130 is spaced apart from the valve seat 125 by about 
a distance The spring 130 is selected to have a spring 
constant that allows the closure ?ow rate of the control 
valve 114 to be controlled in accordance with the value of 
(K) and the amount of drag force created by the valve body 
member 140. Thus, the larger the value of and the 
amount of drag force created by the valve body member 140, 
the greater the upstream ?uid ?ow rate required to close the 
valve 114 to its by-pass ?ow rate level. 

Considering now the valve body member 140 in greater 
detail with reference to FIG. 2, the valve seat body member 
140 is composed of a resilient or elastomer material that 
imparts a ?exibility to the seat body member 140. The 
resilient nature of the seat body member 140 enable the 
complete closure of the passageway 113 except for the small 
by-pass ?ow that will be described hereinafter in greater 
detail. 
The valve body member 140 generally includes a hollow 

cylindrical seat body 142 having a closed upstream or 
proximal end 144 for helping to create a drag force in 
response to upstream ?uid passing through said ?uid pas 
sageway 113 and an open downstream or distal end indi 
cated generally at 143 for receiving a portion of said spring 
30 therein. The closed end 144 has a small centrally disposed 
aperture or hole 149 that allows a small controlled by pass 
?ow of ?uid to pass therethrough when the seat body 140 is 
in full sealing engagement with the seat 125. In this regard, 
the seat body 140 includes an downwardly depending annu 
lar skirt 148 that is suf?ciently thin and ?exible to sealingly 
engage the seat 125 for closing the passageway 113. 

Considering now the seat body 142 in greater detail with 
reference to FIG. 2, the seat body 142 is hollow throughout 
its entire length and has an inside diameter that is suf?ciently 
large to permit the proximal end 132 of the spring 130 to be 
received therein for supporting the body 42 with its longi 
tudinal axis in substantial coextensive alignment with the 
longitudinal axes (l) and (L) of the spring 130 and the 
housing 112 respectively. 

In order to help facilitate directing the ?ow of ?uid toward 
the seat body 142, the valve assembly 110 also includes a 
?ow plate 160 (FIGS. 2 and 5) which is supported from 
below by the seat body 142. The ?ow plate 160 includes a 
?at thin body portion 162 having a small centrally disposed 
by pass hole 161 that facilitate the ?ow of a small by pass 
?ow via the aligned by-pass 149 disposed in the seat body 
140 when the seat body 142 is in full engagement with the 
valve seat 125. Aplurality of protrusions or ?ns, such as the 
?ns 144—146, extend radially outwardly from the body 162 
of the plate 160 for guiding its movement in the ?uid 
passageway 113 against the seat body 140. In this regard, as 
the force of the ?uid entering the assembly 110 from the 
upstream ?uid delivery system is directed against the plate 
160 and the proximal end 144 of the seat body 142, a drag 
force of pounds per square inch is translated to the spring 
130. 
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Referring noW to the drawings and more particularly to 
FIG. 6 thereof, there is shown a safety excess ?oW control 
valve assembly 610 Which is constructed in accordance With 
the present invention, The excess ?oW control valve assem 
bly 610 is adapted to be mounted in line in a ?uid delivery 
system for substantially preventing the ?oW of ?uid there 
from except for a small by-pass ?oW passing doWnstream 
Whenever there is an excess ?oW of ?uid entering the 
assembly from upstream. The excess ?oW control valve 
assembly 610 is con?gured for a predetermined closure rate 
that is linearly dependent upon the upstream ?oW rate of 
?uids passing into the assembly 610. The ?oW rate of the 
?uid passing through the assembly 610 is controlled in 
accordance With the method of the present invention. 

The excess ?oW control valve assembly 610 is substan 
tially similar to the excess ?oW control valve assembly 10 
except it include a seat body 642 having a doWnWardly 
depending rounded skirt 648 With a channel 649. 

Referring noW to the draWings and more particularly to 
FIG. 7 thereof, there is shoWn a safety excess ?oW control 
valve assembly 710 Which is constructed in accordance With 
the present invention, The excess ?oW control valve assem 
bly 710 is adapted to be mounted in line in a ?uid delivery 
system for substantially preventing the ?oW of ?uid there 
from except for a small by-pass ?oW passing doWnstream 
Whenever there is an excess ?oW of ?uid entering the 
assembly from upstream. The excess ?oW control valve 
assembly 710 is con?gured for a predetermined closure rate 
that is linearly dependent upon the upstream ?oW rate of 
?uids passing into the assembly 710. The ?oW rate of the 
?uid passing through the assembly 710 is controlled in 
accordance With the method of the present invention. 

The excess ?oW control valve assembly 710, is substan 
tially similar to the excess ?oW control valve assembly 10 
except it include a seat body 740 having a doWnWardly 
depending outWardly tapered skirt 748 With a by pass 
channel 749. 

Referring noW to the draWings and more particularly to 
FIG. 8 thereof, there is shoWn a safety excess ?oW control 
valve assembly 810 Which is constructed in accordance With 
the present invention, The excess ?oW control valve assem 
bly 810 is adapted to be mounted in line in a ?uid delivery 
system for substantially preventing the ?oW of ?uid there 
from except for a small by-pass ?oW passing doWnstream 
Whenever there is an excess ?oW of ?uid entering the 
assembly from upstream. The excess ?oW control valve 
assembly 810 is con?gured for a predetermined closure rate 
that is linearly dependent upon the upstream ?oW rate of 
?uids passing into the assembly 810. The ?oW rate of the 
?uid passing through the assembly 810 is controlled in 
accordance With the method of the present invention. 

The excess ?oW control valve assembly 810, is substan 
tially similar to the excess ?oW control valve assembly 810 
except it include a seat body 840 having a doWnWardly 
depending inWardly tapered skirt 848 With a by pass channel 
849. 

While a particular embodiment of the present invention 
has been disclosed, it is to be understood that various 
different modi?cations are possible and are contemplated 
Within the true spirit and scope of the appended claims. Thus 
for example, rather than disposing the by pass hole in the top 
of the seat body 40 such as a hole or aperture can be disposed 
at any convenient location on the seat body member 42. 
Alternatively, in order to vary closure ?oW rate the annular 
plate 160 disposed betWeen the retaining member 121 and 
the seat body 142 may have different forms of protrusions 
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With different spacing. And yet other con?gurations for 
control the closure rate Would include having seat bodies 
With different diameters at their upstream proximal end. 
Accordingly, there is no intention of limitations to the exact 
abstract or disclosure herein presented. 

I claim: 
1. A safety excess ?oW shut off valve for a ?uid delivery 

system, comprising: 
a holloW housing mounted in the ?uid delivery system for 

de?ning a ?uid ?oW passageWay and a valve seat, said 
housing having an upstream end and a doWnstream 
end, said upstream end including an inlet for receiving 
upstream ?uid from the ?uid delivery system and said 
doWnstream end including an outlet for discharging the 
received ?uid doWnstream in the ?uid delivery system; 

an intermediate portion of the housing disposed betWeen 
the outlet and the valve seat, the intermediate portion 
including a ledge at a doWnstream end; 

a valve body mounted Within said ?uid passageWay for 
moving betWeen an open position and a closed position 
to control excess ?uid ?oW along said ?uid passage 
Way; 

said valve body having at least one by-pass channel for 
facilitating a small by-pass ?oW of ?uid When said 
valve body is moved to said closed position blocking 
said ?uid passageWay; 

a spring mounted Within said ?uid passageWay for hold 
ing said valve body in a normally opened position When 
the ?oW of ?uid along said passageWay is beloW a 
predetermined level and for compressing under a drag 
force created by said valve body as the ?oW of ?uid 
along said passageWay exceeds said predetermined 
level to alloW said valve body to substantially seal the 
?uid passageWay except for said small by-pass ?oW of 
?uid traveling along said channel, the spring extending 
from upstream of the valve seat through the ?uid ?oW 
passageWay surrounded by the valve seat and into the 
intermediate portion, the spring being supported at a 
doWnstream end by the annular ledge of the interme 
diate portion; and Wherein said valve body includes: 

a holloW cylindrical seat body member having a closed 
upstream end to create a drag force in response to 
upstream ?uid passing through said ?uid ?oW passage 
Way and 

an open doWnstream end including a cylindrical shaped 
skirt de?ning a spring receiving opening at the open 
doWnstream end of said body member and having a 
distal end portion, said cylindrical seat body member 
receiving an upstream end of the spring; 

Wherein said skirt is con?gured to sealingly engage said 
valve seat to facilitate the blocking of said ?uid ?oW 
passageWay When said distal end portion of said skirt 
engages said seat; and 

a cylindrical upstream retaining member de?ning an 
annular ledge, said retaining member being inserted in 
the upstream end and said annular ledge cooperating 
With the holloW cylindrical seat body member to limit 
upstream movement of said seat body member. 

2. A safety shut off valve according to claim 1, Wherein 
said at least one by-pass channel is provided in said distal 
end portion of said skirt to permit said by-pass ?oW When 
said valve seat body is in sealing engagement With said seat. 

3. A safety shut off valve according to claim 2, Wherein 
said by pass channel is a notch formed in said distal end. 

4. A safety shut off valve according to claim 2, Wherein 
said by pass channel is a groove formed in said distal end. 
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5. A safety shut off valve according to claim 1, wherein 
said valve seat body distal end portion de?nes a rounded seat 
end. 

6. A safety shut off valve according to claim 1, Wherein 
said valve seat body distal end portion de?nes an inWardly 
tapered seat end. 

7. A safety shut off valve according to claim 1, Wherein 
said valve seat body distal end portion de?nes an outWardly 
tapered seat end. 

8. A safety shut off valve according to claim 1, further 
comprising: 

a thin annular plate disposed at the upstream end of said 
valve seat body for facilitating another predetermined 
closure ?oW rate. 

9. A safety eXcess ?oW shut off valve for a ?uid delivery 
system, comprising: 

a holloW housing mounted in the ?uid delivery system for 
de?ning a ?uid ?oW passageWay and an annular valve 
seat, said housing including an inlet for receiving 
upstream ?uid from the ?uid delivery system and an 
outlet for discharging the received ?uid doWnstream in 
the ?uid delivery system, the housing having an 
enlarged upstream end portion, a restricted doWnstream 
portion, and an intermediate spring receiving portion, 
and the housing de?ning the annular valve seat betWeen 
the enlarged upstream end portion and the intermediate 
spring receiving portion; 

a valve body composed of a resilient material and 
mounted Within said ?uid passageWay for moving 
betWeen an open position and a closed position to 
control eXcess ?uid ?oW along said ?uid passageWay, 
said valve body including a cylindrical seat body 
including a cylindrically shaped holloW skirt having a 
suf?ciently thin and elastic annular distal end portion to 
sealingly engage said annular valve seat to facilitate the 
blocking of said ?uid passageWay When said valve 
body is in said closed position, 

said valve body having at least one by-pass channel for 
facilitating a small by-pass How of ?uid along said ?uid 
passageWay When said valve body is moved to said 
closed position blocking said ?uid passageWay; and 

a spring mounted Within said ?uid passageWay for hold 
ing said valve body in a normally opened position When 
the How of ?uid along said passageWay is beloW a 
predetermined level and for compressing under a drag 
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force created by said valve body as the How of ?uid 
along said passageWay exceeds said predetermined 
level to alloW said valve body to substantially seal the 
?uid passageWay eXcept for said small by-pass How of 
?uid traveling along said channel, the spring being 
received at an upstream end in the cylindrical seat body 
including the cylindrically shaped holloW skirt, and at 
a doWnstream end being received in said intermediate 
spring receiving portion; and 

a cylindrical upstream retaining member inserted in said 
upstream end, said upstream retaining member de?ning 
an annular ledge cooperating With the valve body to 
limit upstream movement of the valve body. 

10. A safety eXcess ?oW shut off valve according to claim 
9, Wherein said holloW cylindrical skirt portion body distal 
end portion de?nes a rounded seating end. 

11. Asafety eXcess ?oW shut off valve according to claim 
9, Wherein said holloW cylindrical skirt portion body distal 
end portion de?nes an inWardly tapered seating end. 

12. A safety eXcess ?oW shut off valve according to claim 
9, Wherein said holloW cylindrical skirt portion body distal 
end portion de?nes an outWardly tapered seating end. 

13. The safety eXcess ?oW shut off valve according to 
claim 9, Wherein said valve body further comprises a plu 
rality of protrusions extending radially outWard from the 
cylindrical body member, the protrusions guiding the move 
ment of the valve seat body in the ?uid passageWay While 
alloWing the How of ?uid betWeen an outer surface of the 
cylindrical seat body member and the inner side Wall of the 
housing, and Where the valve further comprises an upstream 
retaining member disposed Within said housing adjacent the 
upstream end, the upstream retaining member de?ning an 
annular ledge, the protrusions cooperating With the upstream 
retaining member to limit upstream movement of the valve 
body Within the housing. 

14. The safety eXcess ?oW shut off valve of claim 13, 
Wherein said housing further comprises an upstream portion 
threaded into the remainder of the housing, and said 
upstream retaining member is adjacent said upstream por 
tion. 

15. The safety eXcess ?oW shut off valve of claim 14, 
Wherein said upstream retaining member is a separate hol 
loW cylindrical member held betWeen the valve body mem 
ber and the upstream portion of the housing by the spring. 

* * * * * 
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