
US006115672A 

Ulllted States Patent [19] [11] Patent Number: 6,115,672 
Caveny et al. [45] Date of Patent: *Sep. 5, 2000 

[54] METHOD FOR MEASURING AND [52] US. Cl. ............................. .. 702/19; 119/174; 47/581 
QUANTIFYING AMOUNTS OF CARBON [58] Field of Search ............................ .. 119/174; 47/581; 
FROM CERTAIN GREENHOUSE GASES 702/19, 23, 24 
SEQUESTERED INAND BY GRASSYAND 
HERBACEOUS PLANTS ABOVE AND [56] References Cited 
BELOW THE SOIL SURFACE 

U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 

[75] Inventors: John D. Caveny, Monticello, Ill.; 570367618 8/1991 Mori ' 
W‘lham K‘ Cnsplm KEY Largo’ Fla'; 5,339,254 8/1994 Matlock et al. ........................ .. 702/19 
Robert L- (30111935 Lexlngtom KY 5,471,785 12/1995 Matthews ............................... .. 47/58.1 

5,474,085 12/1995 Hurnik et al. . 
[73] Assignee: Environmentally Correct Concepts, 5,482,008 1/1996 Stafford et a1_ _ 

Inc., Monticello, I11. 5,697,326 12/1997 Mottram et al. ...................... .. 119/174 
5,887,547 3/1999 Caveny et al. .... .. 119/174 

[*] Notice: This patent is subject to a terminal dis- 5,975,020 11/1999 Caveny et al. ........................ .. 119/174 
claimer. 

Primary Examiner—Marc S. Hoff 
[21] APPL No, 09/430,941 Assistant Examiner—Bryan Bui 

Attorney, Agent, or Firm—Banner & Witcoff, Ltd. 
[22] Filed: Nov. 1, 1999 

[57] ABSTRACT 

Related U'S' Apphcatlon Data Carbon sequestration of greenhouse gases (CO2 and CH4) is 

[63] Continuation of application No. 09/109,635, Jul. 2, 1998, e.ffe.cted thropgh enh.anCement.Of plant grpwth ‘.lSmg defo 
Pat. No. 5,975,020, and a continuation-in-part of application hatlon techmq‘?“ Wlth and Wlthout grazmg aP1ma1S- Pro 
No, 08/956,216, Oct, 22, 1997, Pat, No, 5,887,547, cesses and devlces for measurement of the veri?able quan 

[60] Provisional application No. 60/051,701, Jul. 3, 1997, and tity Of carbon sequestered are diSClOSed. 
provisional application No. 60/051,650, Jul. 3, 1997. 

[51] Int. Cl.7 ................................................... .. A01K 29/00 6 Claims, 5 Drawing Sheets 

WINTER GRAZING CELL DESIGN 

A WOODS 

B PERMANENT 
FENCE 

C SEMI ‘PERMANENT 
FENCE 

D PERENNIAL 
STREAM 

E TEMPORARY 
FENCE 

F WATER LINE I: 
(5 WATER ROME‘)? 



U.S. Patent Sep. 5, 2000 Sheet 1 of5 6,115,672 

l ZZICZ — PARR 4 74-RADFORD 

|7| B-CATLIN 5 56 B-DANA 

3 l45C2-SAYBROOK 6 27C 2-MIAMI 



U.S. Patent Sep. 5, 2000 Sheet 2 of5 6,115,672 

FIG.2 
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METHOD FOR MEASURING AND 
QUANTIFYING AMOUNTS OF CARBON 
FROM CERTAIN GREENHOUSE GASES 
SEQUESTERED IN AND BY GRASSY AND 
HERBACEOUS PLANTS ABOVE AND 

BELOW THE SOIL SURFACE 

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

This is a continuation application based on Ser. No. 
09/109,635, ?led Jul. 2, 1998, issuing on Nov. 2, 1999, as 
US. Pat. No. 5,975,020, Which is an application under 35 
USC Section 119(e) based upon previously ?led provisional 
applications, Ser. No. 60/051,701 ?led Jul. 3, 1997 and Ser. 
No. 60/051,650 ?led Jul. 3, 1997, both of Which are incor 
porated hereWith by reference, both of Which are 
co-pending, and both of Which are believed to disclose 
adequately and suf?ciently subject matter claimed herein, 
and is a continuation in part of application Ser. No. 08/956, 
216 ?led Oct. 22, 1997, Which issued as US. Pat. No. 
5,887,547 on Mar. 30, 1999. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

This invention relates to apparatus and methods for quan 
tifying gases generated or sequestered by plant life and 
photosynthetic organisms and to means for assuring that said 
plant life is an accurate and reliable bio-indicator and a 
means to measure carbon sequestration in sinks of grassy 
and herbaceous organs and in the soil that supports them. 

Gases, such as carbon dioxide and methane, found in trace 
quantities in the atmosphere, absorb infrared energy and 
prevent such energy from leaving the atmosphere. Such 
gases are often referred to as “greenhouse” gases. Increasing 
levels of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere may therefore 
contribute to an increase in average global temperatures, 
resulting in adverse climate changes otherWise knoWn as 
global Warming. During the last century, human activities, 
such as burning fossil fuels, have increased the atmospheric 
levels of these so-called greenhouse gases. 

Since 1800, atmospheric concentrations of CO2 have 
increased by more than 25%, primarily from the combustion 
of fossil fuels. For example, the burning of coal, oil and 
other organic-based fuels accounts for 99% of total CO2 
emissions in the United States. In 1994, 1,529 million tons 
of carbon equivalent (MTCE) of CO2 Were emitted as a 
direct result of fossil and organic-based fuel combustion. 
The other 1% of CO2 emissions is a by-product of non 
energy related industrial practices. These include cement 
and lime production, limestone consumption, and soda ash 
production and use. 

Over the last tWo centuries, the concentration of atmo 
spheric methane has more than doubled. Although methane 
is second in quantity to CO2 as a greenhouse gas, methane 
is 24.5 times more effective in trapping heat or energy over 
a 100 year period. In 1994, 205 MTCE of methane Were 
emitted in the United States. The largest sources are munici 
pal solid Waste land?lls, Which account for 90—95% of total 
land?ll emissions. Currently, about 15% of land?ll methane 
is recovered for use as an energy source. Roughly one-third 
of 1994 methane emissions came from agricultural opera 
tions. Topping the list of sources are enteric fermentation in 
domestic livestock and manure management. Approxi 
mately 27% of the 1994 United States methane emissions 
came from coal mining and petrol resources. 

To solve the problem, at least tWo courses of action may 
be implemented: 1) reduce the rate at Which greenhouse 
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2 
gases are discharged into the atmosphere; and 2) increase the 
rate these gases are cleansed from the atmosphere. 
Consequently, in response to concern regarding greenhouse 
gases and, pursuant to commitments made under the Frame 
Work Convention on Climate Change, the United States has 
undertaken efforts to reduce its greenhouse gas emissions. 
Rather than implementing a regulatory program, the Con 
gress and President have called for voluntary action to 
reduce carbon emissions. The President’s Climate Change 
Action Plan outlines a series of voluntary programs aimed at 
returning U.S. greenhouse gas emissions to 1990 levels by 
the year 2000 through reducing carbon emissions. 
When considering the protocol for controlling carbon 

emissions, one may refer to the market-based sulphur diox 
ide (S02) alloWance trading component of the Acid Rain 
Program. The Acid Rain Program alloWs electric utilities to 
adopt the most cost-effective strategy to reduce SO2 emis 
sions at generating units in their system. The Acid Rain 
Program Operating Permit outlines the speci?c program 
requirements and compliance options chosen by each 
source. Affected utilities are also required to install systems 
that continuously monitor emissions of SO2 and other pol 
lutants in order to track progress, ensure compliance and 
provide credibility to the trading component of the program. 
A parallel program to trade carbon credits may be pat 

terned after the SO2 AlloWance Trading System. The Admin 
istration recently proposed as yet unspeci?ed emissions 
budgets that could be banked or traded among developed 
nations in order to reduce the levels of greenhouse gas 
emissions. According to the “Draft Protocol Framework,” a 
procedure to ensure adequate reporting, measurement, 
revieW and compliance Would need to be established. It 
Would provide for “joint implementation” through Which 
countries Without emission budgets could create and transfer 
emission reduction credits, commonly called carbon credits, 
by those that do. A source of such carbon credits could be 
green plants or other photosynthetic organisms since they 
comprise a mechanism for cleansing or removing green 
house gases from the atmosphere. 

Using light energy from the sun, carbon from the air in the 
form of carbon dioxide and Water in the soil, green leaves 
make sugar in a reaction called photosynthesis. A green plant 
can either use this energy for immediate groWth or store it 
as starch for future use. Thus, plant groWth, death and decay 
is a natural process Which produces organic matter by 
removing carbon compounds from the atmosphere. 

Organic matter is usually concentrated in the top feW 
inches of many soils because most plant residue falls to the 
soil surface. Root decay also makes an important contribu 
tion to organic matter formation deeper in the soil. Soil 
formed under prairies or other grasslands, Where roots are 
dense and evenly distributed through the top several feet, 
have a high concentration of soil organic matter. By 
de?nition, such organic matter is highly carbonaceous and 
represents conversion of atmospheric CO2 to organic matter 
in the soil. 
Though photosynthesis by plants Will convert atmo 

spheric carbon compounds into organic soil material, agri 
cultural practices may impact upon the ef?ciency of plant 
conversion. It has been knoWn for many years that cultiva 
tion and crop production generally results in a decrease of 
soil organic matter. University research in Illinois, Missouri, 
Oklahoma and Oregon have all shoWn that organic matter 
levels in the soil Will decrease signi?cantly after 30—40 years 
of cultivation because microorganisms feed on crop residue 
and soil organic matter exposed by tillage and readily 
convert the agricultural organic matter into CO2 as an end 
product. 
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Also, plant residue from a previous crop is incorporated 
into the soil and gradually breaks doWn to form soil organic 
matter. Soil organic matter at this stage includes both plant 
and animal materials Which contain large amounts of carbon. 
HoWever, as a result of this decomposition, carbon dioxide 
builds up in soil air spaces and in solution With the soil. 
When the soil is tilled, a “burst” of CO2 is released into the 
atmosphere. Simultaneously, oxygen enters the soil and 
shifts the Whole reaction process to enhance organic decom 
position Which is an undesirable result. 

On the other hand, because air makes up only 25—30% of 
soil volume, there may be little oxygen to oxidiZe the stored 
carbon from such organic matter and release it back into the 
atmosphere as carbon dioxide. This process of ?xing and 
storing atmospheric carbon in a sink such as vegetation or 
soil is called carbon sequestration, and the problem facing 
scientists and engineers is hoW to properly quantify the 
process and enhance the process from a quantitative vieW 
point. 

Promotion of the photosynthetic process is thus a desir 
able goal. To promote active groWth, and thus the photo 
synthesis process, a forage plant must continually undergo a 
level of partial defoliation during its groWing season in a 
manner Which does not restrict root groWth and Which 
encourages leaf groWth. Plants cannot photosynthesiZe opti 
mally unless they have green leafy material above the 
ground to absorb sunlight. Cutting and removing older plant 
groWth stimulates groWth Which permits increased, more 
photosynthetically ef?cient neW groWth and contributes to 
greater sequestration of carbon by the plant. 

Also, partial defoliation of grassy and herbaceous plants 
stimulates the root system to groW optimally and encourages 
the groWth of neW green leafy plant material. The impor 
tance of this in the process of ?xing carbon above and beloW 
the soil in plant tissue is that When the plant is groWing 
vigorously, the plant removes more airborne carbon (i.e. 
carbon dioxide) and converts it to sugars and starches during 
the process of photosynthesis. Increased root mass and leaf 
surface, Which is not shaded by mature, inef?cient photo 
synthesiZing plant material, alloWs the plant to photosyn 
thesiZe more ef?ciently and to persist and groW during 
periods of environmental stress. Further, vigorously groWing 
plants begin groWing earlier during their groWing season and 
continue groWing later in the groWing season thereby caus 
ing the plant to extract more carbon from the air and ?x more 
carbon in above-ground and beloW-ground plant tissue, i.e. 
leaves, stems and roots. Partial defoliation of the plant to 
achieve optimal plant groWth resulting in maximum carbon 
sequestration can be accomplished through the cutting, 
collecting and measurement of grassy and herbaceous crops 
on a predetermined schedule, or in other Words, by provid 
ing a prescribed level of defoliation. 

Aproblem, therefore, relates to the development of meth 
ods and apparatus to promote green plant groWth ef?ciently 
and to measure, quantitatively, the groWth in standard, 
universally accepted units. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

Brie?y, the present invention comprises various methods, 
apparatus and techniques for measuring the amount of 
carbon sequestered by photosynthetic organisms such as 
green leafy plants. More particularly, by utiliZing various 
assay methods, the quantitative amount of carbon seques 
tration in a given geographic area over a ?xed time is 
determined taking into account process release of green 
house gases as Well as quantitative capture of carbon con 
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4 
taining compounds from the atmosphere such as methane 
(CH4) and carbon dioxide (CO2). 

Thus, We have discovered an important consequence of 
cutting and storing grassy and herbaceous crops by provid 
ing a method to Weigh or otherWise measure groWing and 
harvested plant material, after being corrected for moisture, 
for the purpose of determining amounts of CO2 removed 
from the air. The method ensures adequate measurement of 
the amounts of carbon dioxide removed from the air and a 
reporting system Which documents those amounts removed 
from the air. Because a living plant removes carbon dioxide 
from the air and the anthropogenic activities necessary for 
culturing the living plant may release carbon dioxide back 
into the atmosphere, the reporting system calculates net 
carbon sequestered. The difference betWeen carbon dioxide 
released and carbon dioxide removed is then used to calcu 
late the amount of carbon sequestered by the living plant in 
both those portions of the plant above and beloW the ground. 

Thus it is an object of the invention to provide a method 
and apparatus for carbon sequestration. 
A further object of the invention is to provide a method 

and apparatus for enhancement of quantitative carbon 
sequestration. 

Another object of the invention is to provide apparatus 
and methods for credibly measuring the quantity of carbon 
dioxide removed from the atmosphere by sequestration 
methods. 

Another object of the invention is to provide a method and 
apparatus that uniformly and fairly certify the measurements 
of carbon dioxide sequestration. 

These and other objects, advantages and features of the 
invention Will be set forth in the detailed description Which 
folloWs. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING 

In the detailed description Which folloWs, reference is to 
be made to the draWing comprised of the folloWing ?gures: 

FIG. 1 is an example of a soil map of a geographical area 
using the invention; 

FIG. 2 is a subplot map of FIG. 1; 
FIG. 3 is another subplot map of FIG. 1; 
FIG. 4 is a chart of grass plantings; and 
FIG. 5 is a seeding schedule. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

Reservoirs of sequestered carbon are commonly referred 
to as “sinks”. Sinks of sequestered carbon are found in the 
aerial portion of terrestrial plants (stems, leaves, ?oWers, 
seeds) and in the beloW-ground portion of plants (roots, 
bulbs, rhiZomes, tubers). Woody plants, as Well as grassy 
and herbaceous plants, sequester carbon. HoWever, the 
amount of carbon sequestered in some Woody plants is 
dif?cult to accurately measure in the living plant Without 
destroying the plant. This is especially true in fruit and nut 
orchards, vineyards and some tree plantations. Many trees in 
tropical and boreal forests have branches and limbs of 
varying lengths, diameters and are irregularly spaced and 
shaped. Woody plants sequester a large part of their carbon 
above ground. This carbon is subject to release from inten 
tional or unintentional ?re, disease, decay, storms and 
insects. An example of the magnitude of this problem is 
illustrated by the folloWing report: 

In 1995, ?res in Canada’s boreal forest consumed more 
than 3 million acres an area 1/2 the siZe of the Nether 
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lands. A study by Canadian Forest Service scientists 
concluded that the northern forest has lost almost 1/5 of 
its biomass in the last 20 years because of enormous 
increases in ?res and insect outbreaks. Before 1970, the 
forest had absorbed 118 million tons of carbon each 
year according to the study, more than counterbalanc 
ing Canada’s fossil fuel emissions. But in the last 
decade, that balance has shifted and the forest has 
absorbed an average of 57 million tons of carbon each 
year. (Study by Canadian Forest Service, Northern 
Forestry Centre, Reported by Greenpeace, Canada 
Press Release, Jun. 16, 1995.) 

Thus, grassy and herbaceous plants appear to have advan 
tages With respect to providing a carbon sink. Some of the 
advantages that grassy and herbaceous plants have over 
Woody plants in the formation of carbon sinks are: 

1. Grassy & herbaceous plants reach physiological matu 
rity much sooner than Woody plants and therefore can 
begin to sequester maximum amounts of carbon. In as 
little as sixty days from germination, annual grassy and 
herbaceous plants are sequestering maximum amounts 
of CO2. Examples of these plants are sorghums, annual 
ryegrass, Egyptian clover and others. Perennial grassy 
and herbaceous plants generally take 1 to 2 groWing 
seasons to reach physiological maturity before seques 
tering maximum amounts of CO2. Actively managing 
annual and perennial grassy and herbaceous plants by 
providing optimal levels of fertiliZer and With optimal 
defoliation stimulates the plant to photosynthesiZe at 
maximum levels, remove maximum amounts of CO2 
from the atmosphere and perpetuate the plant inde? 
nitely. 

2. Grassy and herbaceous plants are more Widely adapted 
to climatic conditions than that of Woody plants. They 
have the ability to ?ourish in marshes, prairies, and 
deserts. They can tolerate temperatures ranging from 
those found in the tropics to those found on the tundra. 

3. Grassy and herbaceous plants are often seeded at rates 
ranging from 25,000 seeds per acre to rates exceeding 
6.5 million seeds per acre. It is often desirable for these 
plants to produce sod. The leaves of the closely-spaced 
sod-forming plants intercept rainfall and protect the soil 
from erosion and increase Water in?ltration. The leaves 
act as solar collectors. Dense shards of actively groW 
ing grass are very efficient solar collectors and very 
effective at removing CO2 from the air and storing 
carbohydrates in a sink at the base of expanding leaves, 
stems or roots. 

4. Grassy and herbaceous plants are used as cover crops 
in some agro-forestry settings. RoWs of orchard trees 
are often separated by strips of grass or legumes. The 
grasses and legumes protect the soil surface from 
erosion, create organic matter and ?x nitrogen in the 
soil for the bene?t of the tree. 

Many grassy and herbaceous plants sequester equal 
amounts of carbon betWeen the roots and the aerial portion 
of the plant. Certain grass species, hoWever, that groW in an 
arid or semi-arid region may have root masses in excess of 
5 times the amount of mass found in the aerial portion of the 
plant. 

One embodiment of the method thus contemplates selec 
tively cutting, collecting and measuring grassy and herba 
ceous crops on a predetermined schedule and provides for a 
prescribed level and technique of defoliation other than 
simple moWing. The method further provides a means for 
harvesting plant material and Weighing or otherWise quan 
tifying that material after it is corrected for moisture content 
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6 
for the purpose of determining the amount of carbon dioxide 
removed from the atmosphere Within a certain geographic 
region. 

Grassy and herbaceous plants store carbohydrates in plant 
tissues When photosynthesis produces energy (sugars) that 
exceeds the needs of the plant for respiration and groWth. 
Roots, rhiZomes, tubers and bulbs as Well as other vegetative 
and reproductive tissues accumulate starches and carbohy 
drates in the plant. Carbon stored in plant tissue in the 
ground and in the soil itself is usually secure from ?re and 
other forms of oxidation as long as the soil is not disturbed 
by tillage or drainage. Carbon in this form might be thought 
of as permanently sequestered carbon. 

Carbon stored in the aerial portion of the plant is suscep 
tible to oxidation, oftentimes by design. Also, the aerial sink 
of sequestered carbon is annually recycled for food for 
humans, feed for Wild and domestic animals and fuel. The 
carbon released from forage plants or grain plants When they 
are consumed is equal to the amount of CO2 the plant 
WithdreW from the atmosphere during photosynthesis. 
Research conducted by the Bio-Fuels Feedstock Develop 
ment Program (BFDP) at the Department of Energy’s 
(DOE) Oak Ridge National Laboratory (ORNL) seems to 
suggest that, on a BTU basis, certain grassy plants speci? 
cally sWitchgrass (panicum virgatum) may emit about 17% 
less CO2 upon combustion than bituminous coal. A coal 
sWitchgrass blend has the potential to sloW the build-up of 
CO2 in the atmosphere. Bio-fuels are unlike fossil fuels in 
that, When combusted, bio-fuels emit only a portion of the 
CO2 they removed during groWth. (An equal amount is 
retained in the soil). This is in contrast to fossil fuels 
Whereby these fuels simply release CO2 into the atmosphere 
that had been ingeologic storage for millions of years. 
MoWing or shredding by rotary, foil or similar type 

moWers, as a method of mechanical defoliation, only adjusts 
plant height. It detaches the upper portion of the plant and 
deposits that detached plant material unevenly on the stubble 
in Wheel tracks in a form that is difficult or impossible to 
accurately collect. Additionally, the detached portion of the 
plant shades the remaining portion of the groWing plant. 
Understory plants are often suppressed, thereby reducing 
overall photosynthetic activity. More importantly, there is 
very little, if any, net carbon sequestered in the above ground 
vegative sink from moWing because the detached plant 
material oxidiZes and releases carbon dioxide back into the 
air. HoWever, about one-half of the carbon dioxide 
(CO2) removed from the atmosphere may be retained as 
persistent carbon in the roots in the soil. The process of 
moWing usually involves the use of an internal combustion 
engine Which uses a petroleum distillate as an energy source. 
For example, the combustion of gasoline releases approxi 
mately 19—20 lbs. of carbon dioxide into the air per gallon 
of gasoline combusted; the same is true for diesel fuel With 
approximately 20—26 lbs. of carbon dioxide being released 
per gallon of diesel use. Simply moWing the living plants 
potentially can release more carbon dioxide into the air than 
the groWing, living plant can remove from the air especially 
if root groWth is suppressed by a moWing protocol that does 
not alloW suf?cient regroWth of the above ground portion of 
the plant. 
The present method therefore contemplates controlled 

defoliation and selective choice of grassy and herbaceous 
plants. Thus as a ?rst step, the geographic region of con 
trolled defoliation is established by metes and bounds. The 
herbaceous plants, grasses and photosynthetic materials 
Within that region are then inventoried and the other relevant 
characteristics of the tract are also inventoried. For example, 
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the type of soil, climatic conditions, length of growing 
season, rainfall, etc. are inventory information that relate to 
the speci?c tract in combination With the identi?cation and 
classi?cation of the plant material. 

Typically, the method utiliZes differentially corrected glo 
bal positioning satellite (DGPS) technology to establish 
coordinates and measurements speci?c to a tract of land. 
These readily identi?able points ?x the location of tracts and 
?x surface area amounts Within the tract. Even quantitative 
data regarding crop condition on the tract may be deter 
mined. Surveys may also be used but are no longer neces 
sary to generally establish perimeter boundaries. Subdivi 
sions Within the tract, necessary for optimal grassy and 
herbaceous plant production, can be calculated using this 
technology (DGPS) from remote locations using companion 
geographic information systems (GIS) technology. Inte 
grated DGPS-GIS technology and satellite generated imag 
ery are used to create base maps of groWing and graZing 
areas (Where relevant), to create a schedule for monitoring 
and measuring plant groWth, and to coordinate mechanical 
or other defoliation of the groWing plants. Processed satellite 
generated images of a groWing and graZing area may be used 
to develop data sets Which measure vegetative vigor. 

Next, the plant material is detached at or near ground level 
using sickle bar cutters, disc moWers, or other suitable 
harvesting machines. The harvest is then collected by baling 
or other means, is Weighed or otherWise measured so as to 
calculate the effective carbon content therefrom. Various 
speci?c species of plants are encouraged in their groWth 
pattern and harvested. For example, eucalyptus trees, avo 
cado trees and similar types of plants are knoWn to regroW 
from a speci?c existing root system once the plant is cut. 
Thus, the photosynthetic process can be enhanced by cutting 
and removing the material to the stump and collecting the 
material While the plant then regroWs from the stump. 

Cloning of the particular herbaceous material to promote 
rapid groWth characteristics and the bushiness of the plant 
(i.e., the square meters of leaf surface exposed to the sun or 
root mass) are also possible. The plants can then be pro 
cessed in a manner by Which the plant material can be 
combined With bacteria so that the carbon content of the 
plant Will serve to enhance the neW groWth. 

Thus, there should be tWo classes of carbon credits. A 
premium credit class or permanent credit can be a measure 
ment of permanently sequestered carbon in the beloW 
ground carbon sink associated With roots, etc. Biologically 
secondary or recyclable credits comprise a measurement of 
the carbon sink of above-ground sequestered carbon that has 
a variable and typically shorter life. 
As another or alternative embodiment of the invention, in 

place of mechanical defoliation folloWed by analysis of the 
resultant photosynthetic groWth and classi?cation of carbon 
credits, i.e., quanti?cation of the carbon sink, animal hus 
bandry may be utiliZed in a method for quantitative analysis 
of photosynthetic groWth. Thus, a use of graZing animals is 
that of being a device to harvest forage plant material for the 
purpose of determining sequestered carbon. Partial defolia 
tion of the plant to achieve optimal plant groWth resulting in 
maximum carbon sequestration is accomplished through the 
manipulation and management of multiple species of graZ 
ing animals and further by classes of animals Within a 
species to achieve a predetermined, prescribed level of 
defoliation and carbon sequestration. Predictions of animal 
groWth, lactation or general body condition can be made and 
veri?ed through the use of readily available devices such as 
scales, or more sophisticated devices such as ultrasound or 
magnetic resonance imaging machines. 
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The method, for example, uses electronically identi?ed 

graZing animals as devices to harvest forage plant material 
from site-speci?c areas. These animals have the ability to 
convert forage plants to Weight gain or milk, for example. 
Observed changes in animal Weight and appearance and 
measurable products, such as milk, are used to calculate the 
amount of plant material the animal ingested. From knoWn 
amounts of ingested plant material from speci?c tracts of 
land, one can calculate total carbon sequestered by plant 
groWth using Department of Energy or other formulas. 

Again, the method begins by using differentially corrected 
global positioning satellite (DGPS) technology to establish 
coordinates speci?c to a tract of land. These readily and 
repeatedly identi?able points ?x the location of graZing 
tracts and ?x surface area amounts Within the tract. Subdi 
visions Within the tract, necessary for optimal graZing, can 
be calculated using this technology from remote locations 
using companion geographic information systems (GIS) 
technology. Integrated DGPS and GIS technology is used to 
create a schedule for controlled graZing and for monitoring 
it thereafter. The same integrated DGPS and GIS technology 
in combination With modular softWare can also track animal 
movement in dense cover (canyons, forest and brush) from 
remote locations. This alloWs the graZing manager to moni 
tor and verify that certain speci?c animals graZed certain 
speci?c areas at certain speci?c times. 

GraZing animals graZe selectively. This phenomenon 
alloWs for a range of near total defoliation of certain plants, 
Within an identi?ed area, to almost negligible defoliation of 
certain plants in the same area. This is distinctly different 
from the action of a chemical or mixtures of chemical 
defoliants, that are selective for certain plants. The chemical 
mode of action Which targets speci?c plants often destroys 
the plant. Destruction may not be appropriate in situations 
When only suppression is desired. The dead plant material 
shades the non-targeted plants and reduces their ability to 
photosynthesiZe optimally. In addition, many chemical her 
bicides are petroleurn-based and carry use restrictions that 
may not make them appropriate choices for defoliants in 
sensitive Watershed areas or other critical lands. 

In revieW, the amounts of carbon sequestered by plant 
tissue above and beloW the soil surface and stored in the soil 
itself is determined through the performance of a series of 
steps. First, there is established a boundary of a tract of land 
for Which the quanti?cation is to be de?ned. The boundaries 
may be established using satellite technology as previously 
referenced or normal surveying technology. Next, there is 
introduced into the region defoliation techniques including 
or such as various graZing animals in a de?ned number and 
a de?ned species or mixture of species. The animals intro 
duced into the region are identi?ed by any of various means 
including branding or tattooing. They also may be, and 
typically are, equipped With a signal generating device 
Which has a recordation of the various attributes of the 
animal at the beginning or set time Zero of the measuring 
period and preferably includes means for measuring changes 
in the original setting of attributes. For example, the species’ 
age, Weight, body condition, body percentage attributable to 
fat and other physical characteristics of the animal are 
initially recorded and continuously updated. The animals are 
then maintained in the measured tract for a speci?c period of 
time. Simultaneously, a data base relating to the foliage in 
the area is compiled. 

During a set time period, the graZing animals Will partially 
defoliate the foliage in the tract. After a given period of time, 
the condition and the height of the foliage is again measured 
and there is calculated therefrom, and from the animals’ 
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changing condition, an amount of foliage consumed by the 
animals. This number is then converted into a calculation of 
the enhanced groWth rate of the foliage in the geographical 
tract. This enhanced groWth pattern Will provide an indica 
tion of the amount of carbon compounds carried by the 
plants through the photosynthesis process. Factored into this 
calculation Will be the enteric release of gases by the graZing 
animals as Well as any internal combustion type uses in order 
to control the animals during the graZing period so that a net 
calculation of carbon credits can be ascertained. Also, fac 
tored in Will be the grassy or herbaceous plant material or 
species utiliZed for the sequestration process. Those carbon 
credits Will then be certi?ed through an appropriate stan 
dardiZation and necessary governmental authority after 
Which the credits may be traded through a mercantile 
exchange of one nature or another. A typical purchaser of 
such credits may Well be a coal company or a poWer 
generating company. 

FolloWing are eXamples of the method of the invention 
and a discussion of apparatus for practicing the method. As 
a ?rst step in an effort to sequester greenhouse gases, one 
may inventory the geographic area involved, for eXample. 
Consider the folloWing With respect to the continental 
United States: 

CHART 1 

CARBON SEQUESTRATION CALCULATIONS 
Breakdown of United States Land Base 

Private Land 
Public Land 

1375 million acres 

State and Local 108 million acres 
Federal 408 million acres 
Rural Land 1391 million acres 

Cropland 382 million acres 
CRP 36 million acres 
Pasture 125 million acres 

Range 399 million acres 
Forest 395 million acres 
Miscellaneous 55 million acres 
Lands available for grassy 942 million acres 
and herbaceous crops 

UtiliZing these calculations as a basis for identi?cation of 
candidate regions for the groWth of various plants, one can 
calculate the amount of sequestered carbon associated With 
such regions as in Chart II: 

CHART II 

CARBON SEQUESTRATION 
CALCULATIONS OF PERMACULTURE 

(CRP Pasture and Rangeland) 

Crested Wheat Grass 12H mean annual precipitation (map) 

Paci?c Northwest & Great Basin States 
3000 lbs. hay per acre 
6500 lbs. roots per acre 

Annual Production 

Carbon Equivalent 3000 lbs. x 45% = 1350 
6500 lbs. x 55% = 3575 

Total Carbon Sequestered = 4925 lbs. 
Carbon Credits (OTC’s Market Value): $50 per ton = $.025/lb. 

$10 per ton = $.005/lb. 
Earnings Potential: 

4925 lbs. x $.025/lb. = $123.12 per acre 
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-continued 

CHART II 

CARBON SEQUESTRATION 
CALCULATIONS OF PERMACULTURE 

(CRP Pasture and Rangeland) 

4925 lbs. x $.005/lb. = $ 24.62 per 

acre x 399 million acres x $9,823,000,000 
Smooth Brome Grass 30—40'l map 

Great Lakes States; Upper South 
7000 lbs. hay per acre 
7740 lbs. roots per acre 

Annual Production 

Carbon Equivalent 7000 lbs. x 45% = 3150 
7740 lbs. x 55% = 4257 

Total Carbon Sequestered = 7407 lbs. 
Earnings Potential: 

7407 lbs. x $.025/lb. = $185.17 per acre 

7407 lbs. x $.005/lb. = $ 37.03 per 
acre x 125 million acres = $4,628,750,000 

With regard to Chart II, the folloWing is noted: CRP 
means Conservation Reserve Program. Carbon equivalent is 
calculated as a percentage of the Weight based upon dry 
matter Weights of above ground and beloW ground plant 
material, i.e., grassy and/or herbaceous material. In general 
terms, the composition of a typical plant on a dry matter 
basis is 45% carbon in the above ground portion of the plant 
and 55% carbon in the beloW ground portion of the plant. 
(Adapted from Barden, Halfacre, and Parrish 1987). 
A further eXample is set forth in Chart III relating to hay 

land and hay plants. 

CHART III 

CARBON SEQUESTRATION CALCULATIONS 
ON HAYLAND (BIO-FUELS) 

40 Acre Hay?eld 90% Alfalfa 10% Orchardgrass 
Yield: 

1st cutting 3 tons/acre 
2nd cutting 1.8 tons/acre 
3rd cutting 1.2 tons/acre 

Total Air Dry (90% dry matter) Production = 6 tons/acre 
Alfalfa Dry Matter = 90% x 5.4 = 4.86 tons/acre 

Grass Dry Matter = 10% x 5.4 = .54 tons/acre 
Carbon Credit Calculations: 

Alfalfa: 
Above Ground 45% x 4.86 tons/acre = 2.187 tons carbon/ 

acre 

BeloW Ground 55% x 4.86 tons/acre x 3 = 2.673 tons carbon/ 
acre 

Grass: 
Above Ground 45% x .54 tons/acre = .243 tons carbon/ 

acre 

BeloW Ground 55% x .54 tons/acre x 1.1 = .29 tons carbon/ 
acre 

TOTAL CARBON SEQUESTERED - 5.393 tons carbon/ 
acre 

Earnings Potential: 
Carbon @ $10.00/ton x 5.393 tons/acre x 40 acres = $ 2,157.20 
Carbon @ $50.00/ton x 5.393 tons/acre x 40 acres = $10,786.00 

NOTE: 
Because haying requires mechanical equipment, the fuel spent producing 
hay tonnages must be deducted from the total amounts of carbon seques 
tered. 
NOTE: 
If they hay is removed and sold for either feeding or bio-fuels, the carbon 
content in the tons of dry matter Would transfer to the buyer, i.e. utility or 
hay merchant. 
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CHART IV CHART V 

CARBON SEQUESTRATION CALCULATIONS 
ON ANNUAL CROPLAND 

Annual Crops (e.g. corn) Carbon floWs need to be considered 
Annual Production 120 bu. Grain per acre = 6720 lbs. per acre 

Residue (shucks, cobs, leaves, 
stems) = 6000 lbs. per acre 
Roots = 12,000 lbs. per acre 

Carbon Equivalent 6720 lbs. x 45% = 3024 
6000 lbs. x 45% = 2700 

12,000 lbs. x 55% 6600 
Total Carbon Sequestered = 12,324 lbs. 

Comparison of net carbon sequestered by tWo tillage systems for 
growing systems for groWing corn: 

Assumptions: 1) use same annual production and carbon equivalent 
from above for both tillage systems; 

2) carbon loss from conventional (mold board) 
ploWing is equal to 134% of the carbon 
sequestered in crop residue, including roots; 

3) carbon loss from no-till is equal to 27% of the 
carbon sequestered in crop residue, including 
roots: 

4) conventional tillage uses 6.6 gals. of residue 
fuels (#2 diesel) per acre (Siemens, Gri?ith, 
& Parsons, Nat. Corn Handbook); 

5) no-till uses 1.65 gals. or residual fuels 
(#2 diesel) per arce (Siemens, Gri?ith & 
Parsons, Nat. Corn Handbook); 

6) Emissions for diesel = 7.08 lbs. carbon/gal. 
Calculations: 

Conventional tillage: 
Carbon content of crop residue 6,000 lbs. x 45% = 2700 lbs. 
Carbon content of roots 12,000 lbs. x 55% = 6600 lbs. 

Total carbon available to go back into soil = 9300 lbs. 
Carbon lost by conventional tillage = 
9300 lbs. x 134% = 12,464 lbs. 

No-Till: 
Carbon content of crop residue 6,000 lbs. x 45% = 2700 lbs. 
Carbon content of roots 12,000 lbs. x 55% 6600 lbs. 
Total carbon available to go back into soil = 9300 lbs. 

Carbon lost by no-till = 9300 lbs. x 27% = 2511 lbs. 

A. Amount of carbon saved through change in tillage practices: 
12,464 lbs. — 2511 lbs. = 9951 lbs. 

B. Fuel Savings: 
Fuel Used by Conventional tillage 6.6 gal./acre 

Less Fuel used by No-Till 1.54 gal./acre 
Difference in fuel used 4.95 gal./acre 

Lbs. of carbon saved 
by change in tillage 

4.95 gal./acre x 7.08 lbs. carbon/gal. = 35 lbs. of carbon/acre saved 
C. Total Carbon Savings = 9951 lbs. + 35 lbs. = 9986 lbs. 

of carbon per acre 

D. Earnings Potential: 
9986 lbs. x $.025/lb. 
9986 lbs. x $.005/lb. 

Difference in fuel x emissions for diesel = 

$249.65 per acre 
$ 49.93 per acre x 80 

million acres = $3,994,400,000 

Revenue to pay for the carbon credits and thus create an 
incentive to establish greenhouse gas sequestration may be 
generated by a surcharge on fuels in accord With Chart IV. 

CHART V 

CARBON CREDIT BUNDLING WITH FUEL 

Assume: Gasoline emits 19 lbs. of CO2 per gallon combusted 
Diesel emits 26 lbs. of CO2 per gallon combusted 
Carbon credits @ $10/ton or $.005/lb. 

If you bundle carbon credits With the sale of gasoline: 
19 lbs. x $.005/lb. = $089 gallon 
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CARBON CREDIT BUNDLING WITH FUEL 

If you bundle carbon credits With the sale of diesel: 
26 lbs. x $.005/lb. = $.13/gallon 

If you bundle carbon credit With 1 bu. Corn (ethanol): 
56 lbs. x 45% = 25.2 lbs. carbon/bu. x $.005/lb. = $1.26/bu. 

Thus the extra revenues associated With or taxed onto fuel 
sales Will be used to pay the creators of the greenhouse gas 
collection plots or regions exempli?ed by Charts I, II and III 
and a market or exchange system can be adopted to facilitate 
the transactions. 
As detailed herein, there are multiple Ways to develop 

so-called carbon credits. One Way is to merely plant, groW, 
defoliate and collect various grasses and green plants as 
described. Such plants may or may not be harvested or 
trimmed in Whole or part. In another method to effect carbon 
sequestration, animals may be used to accentuate crop 
groWth and to enhance the return on investment in the 
grasses or crops by virtue of groWing the animals for market. 
By analyzing animal groWth, a certi?able carbon credit 
value may be obtained. FolloWing is an example of such an 
animal husbandry method: 

Cattle Husbandry 
A central Illinois farm consists of all highly erodible soil 

types in permanent perennial vegetation With certain areas 
overseeded to summer annuals. The objective is to produce 
approximately 500 lbs. of beef per acre in tWo graZing 
cycles—one starting around April 1 and the other starting 
around September 15. A customer base Will buy calves 
directly from the farm. An alternative marketing program is 
to market the cattle through Illinois livestock auctions. 
Production Costs 
A projected budget for the Fall 1997 graZing season is 

illustrated beloW. 

BUDGET-FALL 1997 

6640 animal days 
Returns from cattle on 30 acres Total $ $ Per Acre 

VARIABLE COSTS: 

Outbound Ave. Wt. (Feb. 28, 1998) $20,759 $691.97 
40 head 674 @ .77 
Inbound Ave. Wt. (Sept. 15, 1997) $13,940 $464.66 
40 head 425 @ .82 

, $691.97 — $464.66 
Value of gain: i : $0.912 

249 lbs. 

OTHER VARIABLE COSTS: 

Mineral & Salt (1.6 oZ./head/day) $1195.20 $39.84 
Fish meal (6 oZ./head/day) 996.00 33.20 
Vet Med 45.00 1.50 
Hauling & Commissions 300.00 10.00 
Fertilizer 600.00 20.00 
Death loss 1% 4.64 
Interest (15000 @ 10%) 750.00 25.00 

Total Other Variable Costs $134.18 
Total Other Variable Cost of Gain = 134.18/249 lbs. = $0.538/lb 
Total Variable Costs: $134.18 + $464.66 = $598.84 

Soil on such a farm does not lend itself to cash crop 
production. FIG. 1 illustrates the soil makeup of the test plot. 
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To maximize grass and plant growth, the land is divided 
into cells or subplots for summer grazing (FIG. 2) and Winter 
grazing (FIG. 3). Grasses are planted on the plots as shoWn 
in FIG. 4. Chart VI correlates the cell or subplot areas With 
grasses: 

14 
using DGPS-GIS technology or other land surveying pro 
tocols. Each movement is accompanied by data collection 
including cattle Weight and grass height. 

Chart VII is a calculation of carbon credits generated from 
the process. 

CHART VI 
FORAGE DATABASE 

SUMMER PROD. 
CELL # CELL AREA TYPE OF GRASS SOIL TYPE INDEX 

1 1.16 Acres Orchardgrass/Legumes 145C2-Saybrook; 132 
56B-Dana; 139 
221C2-Parr 122 

2 1.22 Acres Orchardgrass/Legumes 145C2-Saybrook; 132 
221C2-Parr 122 

3 1.33 Acres Orchardgrass/Legumes 145C2-Saybrook; 132 
56B-Dana; 139 
221C2-Parr 122 

4 1.26 Acres Orchardgrass/Legumes 56B-Dana 139 
221C2-Parr 122 

5 1.52 Acres Orchardgrass/Legumes 74-Radford 140 
221C2-Parr 122 

6 1.24 Acres Orchardgrass/Legumes 74-Radford 140 
221C2-Parr 122 

7 .84 Acres Orchardgrass/Legumes 74-Radford 140 
221C2-Parr 122 

8 .94 Acres Orchardgrass/Legumes 56B-Dana 139 
221C2-Parr 122 

9 1.03 Acres Orchardgrass/Legumes 145C2-Saybrook 132 
56B-Dana 139 

10 1.00 Acres Orchardgrass/Legumes 145C2-Saybrook 132 
56B-Dana 139 

11 1.08 Acres Orchardgrass/Legumes 145C2-Saybrook 132 
56B-Dana 139 

12 1.09 Acres Orchardgrass/Legumes 145C2-Saybrook 132 
13 .96 Acres Orchardgrass/Legumes 145C2-Saybrook 132 
14 1.26 Acres Orchardgrass/Legumes 56B-Dana 139 

145C2-Saybrook 132 
15 2.49 Acres Fescue/Bluegrass 74-Radford 140 

27C2-Miami 113 
16 1.62 Acres Fescue/Bluegrass 221C2-Parr 122 

74-Radford 140 
17 1.83 Acres Fescue/Bluegrass 221C2-Parr 122 

74-Radford 140 
18 1.83 Acres Fescue/Bluegrass 56B-Dana 139 

145C2-Saybrook 132 
221C2-Parr 122 

19 1.60 Acres Fescue/Bluegrass 145C2-Saybrook 132 
221C2-Parr 122 
74-Radford 140 

20 1.29 Acres Fescue/Bluegrass 74-Radford 140 
27C2-Miami 113 
145C2-Saybrook 132 

21 1.17 Acres Fescue/Bluegrass 145C2-Saybrook 132 
27C2-Miami 113 
171B-Catlin 144 

22 .88 Acres Fescue/Bluegrass 145C2-Saybrook 132 
171B-Catlin 144 

23 1.49 Acres Fescue/Bluegrass 145C2-Saybrook 132 
171B-Catlin 144 

Seeding is effected in accord With a schedule reported by 
FIG. 5. November through March is a dormant season. 

Grasses groW during the remainder of the year. TWo groups 
of the calves are fed off of the grasses moving from cell to 
cell in a summer season (April—August) for one group and 

a second or Winter group moving from Winter cell to cell 
during September through March. Movement from cell to 
cell (subplot or paddock) is effected on a 1—3 day cycle or 
as described in a speci?c, controlled defoliation schedule, 
i.e. graZing plan, speci?c to a graZing area or areas identi?ed 
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CHART VII 

CARBON CREDIT CALCULATION ON 30 ACRES 
From Fall 1997 Budget 

26,960 lbs. 
17,000 lbs. 

Total Outbound Weight 
Total Inbound Weight 
Total Gain 

Gain per Acre (9960/30 Ac) 
9,960 lbs. 
332 lbs. 
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CHART VII (w 

5 CARBON CREDIT CALCULATION ON 30 ACRES 
CARBON CREDIT CALCULATION ON 30 ACRES From Fan 1997 Budget 

From Fall 1997 Budget 
Literature Value: % Carbon in Grass Roots = 55% 

Grass Conversion Ef?ciency frorn Literature 
Total Lbs. of Carbon Sequestered in Roots 

85 lbs_ grass (dry matter) = 1 lb_ animal gain 10 55% X 93126 lbS. roots = 51,219 lbS. carbon 
Total Lbs_ of Gain Converted to Grass Total Lbs. of Carbon in Herbage & Root GroWth 

9960 lbs. gain x 8.5 lbs. = 84,660 lbs. grass 3&097 lbs‘ (herbage) + 51,219 lbs‘ (roots) : 
Literature Value: % Carbon in Grass Herbage = 45% 83’316 lbs' Or 44'658 tons 

Tons of Carbon per Acre 
44.658 tons/30 acres = 1.4886 tons per acre of carbon sequestered 

Total Lbs. of Carbon Sequestered frorn Grass 

45% x 84,660 lbs. grass = 38,097 lbs. carbon 15 

Ratio of Root GroWth to Top GroWth in Orchardgrass 

(from Literature) 1.1:1 
Total Lbs_ of Root Growth Chart VIII illustrates the correlation between plant con 

84660 lbs. grass X 1.1 = 93126 lbs. of roots sumption and animal Weight. Data of this type is then used 

in accord With Chart VII to calculate carbon credits. 

CHART VIII 
CHART SHOWING RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN 

BODY WEIGHT AND DRY MATTER CONSUMPTION PER HEAD 
PER DAY 

Dry Dry Dry Dry Dry 
Weight Matter/ Weight Matter/ Weight Matter/ Weight Matter/ Weight Matter/ 
@ 1.5 Head/ @ 1.8 Head/ @ 2.0 Head/ @ 2.2 Head/ @ 2.4 Head/ 

Week lbs./day Day lbs./day Day lbs./day Day lbs./day Day lbs./day Day 

300.0 9.00 300.0 9.00 300.0 9.00 300.0 9.00 300.0 9.00 
310.5 9.32 312.6 9.37 314.0 9.42 315.4 9.46 316.8 9.50 
321.0 9.63 325.2 9.75 328.0 9.84 330.8 9.92 333.6 10.00 
331.5 9.95 337.8 10.13 342.0 10.26 346.2 10.38 350.4 10.51 
342.0 10.26 350.4 10.51 356.0 10.68 361.6 10.84 367.2 11.01 
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CHART VIII 
CHART SHOWING RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN 

BODY WEIGHT AND DRY MATIER CONSUMPTION PER HEAD 
PER DAY 

Dry Dry Dry Dry Dry 
Weight Matter/ Weight Matter/ Weight Matter/ Weight Matter/ Weight Matter/ 
@ 1.5 Head/ @ 1.8 Head/ @ 2.0 Head/ @ 2.2 Head/ @ 2.4 Head/ 

Week lbs./day Day lbs./day Day lbs./day Day lbs./day Day lbs./day Day 

43 741.0 22.23 829.2 24.87 888.0 26.64 946.8 28.40 1005.6 30.16 
44 751.S 22.54 841.8 25.25 902.0 27.06 962.2 28.86 
45 762.0 22.86 854.4 25.63 916.0 27.48 977.6 29.32 
46 772.5 23.16 867.0 26.01 930.0 27.90 993.0 29.79 
47 783.0 23.49 879.6 26.38 944.0 28.32 1008.4 30.25 
48 793.5 23.80 892.2 26.76 958.0 28.74 
49 804.0 24.12 904.8 27.14 972.0 29.16 
50 814.5 24.42 917.4 27.52 986.0 29.58 
51 825.0 24.75 930.0 27.90 1000.0 30.00 
52 835.5 25.06 942.6 28.27 
53 846.0 25.38 955.2 28.65 
54 856.5 25.69 967.8 29.03 

CONCLUSION obtaining from a governmental authority certi?cation for 

The carbon credits may be marketed to re?ners and 
businesses Which generate greenhouse gases. The business 
can purchase the credits and be certi?ed to sell an equivalent 
amount of fuel. Failure to market certi?ed fuel or products 
Will preclude the opportunity to market the products or 
alternatively Will require payment of a double surtaX for 
example. 

There are numerous variations of the method and appa 
ratus disclosed. The invention is thus limited only by the 
folloWing claims and equivalents. 
We claim: 
1. A method for measuring carbon credits to be sold to a 

purchaser of carbon credits, the method comprising the steps 
of: 

establishing metes and bounds of a tract of land; 

providing ruminant graZing animals to said tract; 
initially recording initial animal condition; 
compiling a database of information speci?c to the tract of 

land comprised of information on soil types, levels of 
fertility, inventories of forage plants, climatic condi 
tions including groWing degree days, length of groWing 
season, rainfall and snoWfall; 

compiling a schedule for controlled defoliation by said 
ruminant graZing animals on said tract; 

releasing said ruminant graZing animals in accord With the 
controlled defoliation schedule in the tract of land; 

removing the ruminant graZing animals from the tract of 
land in accord With the schedule; 

measuring changes in animal condition Which occurred 
during the schedule; 

measuring changes in plant condition Which occurred 
during the schedule; 

converting changes in animal condition to amounts of 
forage consumed from the speci?c tract of land; 

further converting amounts of forage consumed by the 
ruminant graZing animals from the tract of land to 
amounts of carbon; and 

25 

3 O 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

a carbon credit based on the amounts of carbon calcu 

lated. 
2. The method in accordance With claim 1 including the 

further step of trading the carbon credit to a purchaser. 
3. A method for measuring carbon credits to be sold to a 

purchaser of carbon credits, the method comprising the steps 
of: 

identifying metes, bounds and descriptions of a tract of 

land; 
compiling information speci?c to the tract comprising 

information on soil types, levels of fertility, inventories 
of forage plants, climatic conditions including groWing 
degree days, length of groWing season, rainfall and 
snoWfall; 

compiling a schedule for controlled defoliation by 
mechanical means of plants on the tract; 

defoliating at least in part, plants on the tract by mechani 
cal means; 

collecting the defoliated plant material; 
compiling carbon credits from the defoliated plant mate 

rial; and 
obtaining governmental authority certi?cation for the 

carbon credits based on the amounts of compiled 
carbon credits. 

4. The method of claim 3 including the further step of 
trading the carbon credits to a purchaser. 

5. A method in accordance With claim 3 comprising the 
step of according distinctive carbon dioxide sequestration 
values to (a) plant material root groWth, humi?cation of crop 
residue and humi?cation of animal Waste and (b) plant 
material, stems, stalks, leaves and plants other than roots. 

6. A method in accordance With claim 5 comprising the 
controlled groWth of Woody or herbaceous plants. 


