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THIOL-DERIVATIZED 
OLIGONUCLEOTIDES 

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

This patent application is a continuation of application 
Ser. No. 08/458,396, ?led on Jun. 2, 1995 now US. Pat. No. 
5,852,182, Which is a continuation-in-part of application Ser. 
No. 08/116,801, ?led Sep. 3, 1993 (now US. Pat. No. 
5,578,718), Which is a continuation-in-part of application 
PCT/US92/09196, ?led Oct. 23, 1992 (noW Ser. No. 08/211, 
882, ?led Apr. 22, 1994), Which is a continuation-in-part of 
application Ser. No. 07/782,374, ?led Oct. 24, 1991 (noW 
abandoned), Which is a continuation-in-part of application 
Ser. No. 07/463,358, ?led Jan. 11, 1990 (noW abandoned), 
and of application Ser. No. 07/566,977, ?led Aug. 13, 1990 
(noW abandoned). The entire disclosures of each of these 
applications, Which are assigned to the assignee of this 
application, are incorporated herein by reference. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

This application is directed to nucleosides, oligonucle 
otides and oligonucleosides functionaliZed to include alky 
lthiol chemical functionalities, and derivatives thereof. In 
certain embodiments, the compounds of the invention fur 
ther include steroids, reporter molecules, reporter enzymes, 
lipophilic molecules, peptides or proteins attached to the 
nucleosides, oligonucleotides or oligonucleosides through 
the alkylthio group. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Messenger RNA (mRNA) directs protein synthesis. Anti 
sense methodology is the complementary hybridiZation of 
relatively short oligonucleotides to mRNA or DNA such that 
the normal, essential functions of these intracellular nucleic 
acids are disrupted. Hybridization is the sequence-speci?c 
hydrogen bonding via Watson-Crick base pairs of oligo 
nucleotides to RNA or single-stranded DNA. Such base 
pairs are said to be complementary to one another. 

The naturally occurring events that provide the disruption 
of the nucleic acid function, discussed by Cohen in Oligo 
nucleotides: Antisense Inhibitors of Gene Expression, CRC 
Press, Inc., Boca Raton, Fla. (1989) are thought to be of tWo 
types. The ?rst, hybridiZation arrest, denotes the terminating 
event in Which the oligonucleotide inhibitor binds to the 
target nucleic acid and thus prevents, by simple steric 
hindrance, the binding of essential proteins, most often 
ribosomes, to the nucleic acid. Methyl phosphonate oligo 
nucleotides (Miller, et al., Anti-Cancer Drug Design 1987, 
2, 117) and ot-anomer oligonucleotides are the tWo most 
extensively studied antisense agents Which are thought to 
disrupt nucleic acid function by hybridiZation arrest. 

The second type of terminating event for antisense oli 
gonucleotides involves the enZymatic cleavage of the tar 
geted RNA by intracellular RNase H. A 
2‘-deoxyribofuranosyl oligonucleotide or oligonucleotide 
analog hybridiZes With the targeted RNA and this duplex 
activates the RNase H enZyme to cleave the RNA strand, 
thus destroying the normal function of the RNA. Phospho 
rothioate oligonucleotides are the most prominent example 
of an antisense agent that operates by this type of antisense 
terminating event. 

Considerable research is being directed to the application 
of oligonucleotides and oligonucleotide analogs as antisense 
agents for diagnostics, research reagents and potential thera 
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2 
peutic purposes. At least for therapeutic purposes, the anti 
sense oligonucleotides and oligonucleotide analogs must be 
transported across cell membranes or taken up by cells to 
express activity. One method for increasing membrane or 
cellular transport is by the attachment of a pendant lipophilic 
group. 

RamireZ, et al., J. Am. Chem. Soc. 1982, 104, 5483, 
introduced the phospholipid group 5‘-O-(1,2-di-O 
myristoyl-sn-glycero-3-phosphoryl) into the dimer TpT 
independently at the 3‘ and 5‘ positions. Subsequently Shea, 
et al., Nuc. Acids Res. 1990, 18, 3777, disclosed oligonucle 
otides having a 1,2-di-O-hexyldecyl-rac-glycerol group 
linked to a 5‘-phosphate on the 5‘-terminus of the oligo 
nucleotide. Certain of the Shea, et. al. authors also disclosed 
these and other compounds in patent application PCT/US90/ 
01002. A further glucosyl phospholipid Was disclosed by 
Guerra, et al., Tetrahedron Letters 1987, 28, 3581. 

In other Work, a cholesteryl group Was attached to the 
inter-nucleotide linkage betWeen the ?rst and second nucle 
otides (from the 3‘ terminus) of an oligonucleotide. This 
Work is disclosed in US. Pat. No. 4,958,013 and further by 
Letsinger, et al., Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. USA 1989, 86, 6553. 
The aromatic intercalating agent anthraquinone Was 
attached to the 2‘ position of a sugar fragment of an 
oligonucleotide as reported by Yamana, et al., Bioconjugate 
Chem. 1990, 1, 319. 

Lemairte, et al.,Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. USA 1986, 84, 648; 
and Leonetti, et al., Bioconjugate Chem. 1990, 1, 149. The 
3‘ terminus of the oligonucleotides each include a 
3‘-terminal ribose sugar moiety. The poly(L-lysine) Was 
linked to the oligonucleotide via periodate oxidation of this 
terminal ribose folloWed by reduction and coupling through 
a N-morpholine ring. Oligonucleotide-poly(L-lysine) con 
jugates are described in European Patent application 
87109348.0. In this instance the lysine residue Was coupled 
to a 5‘ or 3‘ phosphate of the 5‘ or 3‘ terminal nucleotide of 
the oligonucleotide. A disul?de linkage has also been uti 
liZed at the 3‘ terminus of an oligonucleotide to link a peptide 
to the oligonucleotide as is described by Corey, et al., 
Science 1987, 238, 1401; Zuckermann, et al., J. Am. Chem. 
Soc. 1988, 110, 1614; and Corey, et al., J. Am. Chem. Soc. 
1989, 111, 8524. 

Nelson, et al., Nuc. Acids Res. 1989, 17, 7187 describe a 
linking reagent for attaching biotin to the 3‘-terminus of an 
oligonucleotide. This reagent, N-Fmoc-O-DMT-3-amino-1, 
2-propanediol is noW commercially available from Clontech 
Laboratories (Palo Alto, Calif.) under the name 3‘-Amine on. 
It is also commercially available under the name 3‘-Amino 
Modi?er reagent from Glen Research Corporation (Sterling, 
Va.). This reagent Was also utiliZed to link a peptide to an 
oligonucleotide as reported by Judy, et al., Tetrahedron 
Letters 1991, 32, 879. A similar commercial reagent 
(actually a series of such linkers having various lengths of 
polymethylene connectors) for linking to the 5‘-terminus of 
an oligonucleotide is 5‘-Amino-Modi?er C6. These reagents 
are available from Glen Research Corporation (Sterling, 
Va.). These compounds or similar ones Were utiliZed by 
Krieg, et al., Antisense Research and Development 1991, 1, 
161 to link ?uorescein to the 5‘-terminus of an oligonucle 
otide. Other compounds of interest have also been linked to 
the 3‘-terminus of an oligonucleotide. Asseline, et al., Proc. 
Natl. Acad. Sci. USA 1984, 81, 3297 described linking 
acridine on the 3‘-terminal phosphate group of an poly (Tp) 
oligonucleotide via a polymethylene linkage. Haralambidis, 
et al., Tetrahedron Letters 1987, 28, 5199 report building a 
peptide on a solid state support and then linking an oligo 
nucleotide to that peptide via the 3‘ hydroxyl group of the 3‘ 
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terminal nucleotide of the oligonucleotide. Chollet, Nucleo 
sides & Nucleotides 1990, 9, 957 attached an Aminolink 2 
(Applied Biosystems, Foster City, Calif.) to the 5‘ terminal 
phosphate of an oligonucleotide. They then used the bifunc 
tional linking group SMPB (Pierce Chemical Co., Rockford, 
Ill.) to link an interleukin protein to the oligonucleotide. 
An EDTA iron complex has been linked to the 5 position 

of a pyrimidine nucleoside as reported by Dreyer, et al., 
Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. USA 1985, 82, 968. Fluorescein has 
been linked to an oligonucleotide in the same manner as 

reported by Haralambidis, et al., Nucleic Acid Research 
1987, 15, 4857 and biotin in the same manner as described 
in PCT application PCT/US/02198. Fluorescein, biotin and 
pyrene Were also linked in the same manner as reported by 
Telser, et al., J. Am. Chem. Soc. 1989, 111, 6966. A com 
mercial reagent, Amino-Modi?er-dT, from Glen Research 
Corporation (Sterling, Va.) can be utiliZed to introduce 
pyrimidine nucleotides bearing similar linking groups into 
oligonucleotides. 

Sproat, et al., Nucl. Acids Res. 1987, 15, 4837, have 
synthesiZed 5‘-mercapto nucleosides and incorporated them 
into oligonucleotides. Several phosphoramidites and 
H-phosphonates have been reported for introduction of a 
5‘-thiol linker via a phosphate linkage (see, Mori, et. al., 
Nucle0sides and Nucleotides, 1989, 8, 649; WO 89/02931 
(Levenson, et al.) published Apr. 6, 1989; Sinha, et al., Nucl. 
Acids. Res. 1988, 16, 2659). The amidites provide means for 
attachment of a HS—(CH2 n—O—P(=O)—O-linkage to 
the oligomer. Also, disul?de-protected mercapto alkanols 
have been used to yield phosphoramidites (available from 
Glen Research, Sterling, Va. and Clontech, Palo Alto, 
Calif.). The same mercapto alkanols have been attached to 
controlled pore glass (CPG) to give solid supports Which 
yield 3‘-thiolated oligonucleotides having a phosphate or 
thiophosphate linkage betWeen the linker and the oligo 
nucleotide. In another approach, oligonucleotides having 
5‘-amino linkers have been converted into oligonucleotides 
having 5‘-thiol linkers by treatment With dithiobis-(N 
succinimidyl)propionate or N-succinimidyl-3-(2 
pyridyldithio)propionate folloWed by dithiothreitol (DTT) 
(See, Bischoff, et al., Anal. Biochem. 1987, 164, 336 and 
Gaur, et al., Nucl. Acids Res. 1989, 17, 4404). Asseline, et 
al., Tetrahedron 1992, 48, 1233 and FidanZa, et al., J. Am. 
Chem. Soc. 1992, 114, 5509, have used either the terminal 
or internucleotide thiosphophate groups to attach pendant 
groups. FidanZa, et al., J. Org. Chem. 1992, 57, 2340, have 
used cystamine (H2N—CH2—CH2—S—S—CH2—CH2— 
NH2) to oXidiZe internucleotide H-phosphonate and provide 
a —P—NH—CH2—CH2—SH tether. Zuckerman, et. al., 
Nucleic Acids Res. 1987, 15, 5305, have used a 3‘-S-alkyl 
thiol linker in a thymine nucleoside and incorporated the 
nucleoside into oligonucleotides. FerentZ, et al., (J. Org. 
Chem. 1990, 55, 5931 and J. Am. Chem. Soc. 1991, 113, 
4000) have shoWn methods of attaching —NH—(CH2)n— 
SH (n=2,3) at the 4-position of cytosine and the 6-position 
of adenosine. 

HoWever, there still remains a need in the art for methods 
of synthesis for nucleosides and oligonucleosides bearing 
further thiol-containing species. 

OBJECTS OF THE INVENTION 

It is one object of this invention to provide nucleosides, 
oligonucleotides and oligonucleosides that include alky 
lthiol chemical functionality. 

It is a further object of the invention to provide com 
pounds having improved transfer across cellular mem 
branes. 
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It is another object to provide compounds that include 

intercalators, nucleic acid cleaving agents, cell surface 
phospholipids, and/or diagnostic agents. 

It is yet another object to provide improvements in 
research and diagnostic methods and materials for assaying 
bodily states in animals, especially disease states. 

It is an additional object of this invention to provide 
therapeutic and research materials having improved transfer 
and up take properties for the treatment of diseases through 
modulation of the activity of DNA or RNA. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

These and other objects are satis?ed by the present 
invention, Which provides compounds containing alkylthiol 
chemical functionality. In one aspect, the invention provides 
nucleosides having base portions and ribofuranosyl sugar 
portions. Such nucleosides bear at a 2‘-O-position, a 3-0 
position, or a 5‘-O-position a substituent having formula: 

Where: 

RS has formula RA, RA—C(O)—Q—RA, RA—Q—RA— 
Q—RA; 

each RA is independently selected from alkyl having 1 to 
about 10 carbon atoms; 

each Q is independently selected from NH, O, and S; 
R1 is H or a thiol protecting group or has formula S—R2, 

CH2C(O)—NH—R2, CH2—CH=CH—C(O)—R2, 
—CH2—CH2—NH—S(O)2—R2, or (maleimido)-R2; and 

R2 includes a steroid molecule, a reporter molecule, a 
lipophilic molecule, a reporter enZyme, a peptide, a 
protein, a reporter group, an alkylator, an intercalator, 
a cell receptor binding molecule, a croWn ether, a 
croWn amine, a porphyrin, a crosslinking agent, a 
peptide nucleic acid, or a thiol attached to a poly 
(ethylene glycol). 

In another aspect, the invention provides oligonucleotides 
and oligonucleosides each comprising a plurality of linked 
nucleosides, Wherein each nucleoside includes a ribofura 
nosyl sugar portion and a base portion and at least one 
(preferably more than one) of the nucleosides bears at a 
2‘-O-position, a 3‘-O-position, or a 5‘-O-position a substitu 
ent having formula —RA—S—R1. 

In yet another aspect, the invention provides nucleosides 
that bear at a 5 -pyrimidine position or at a 2-, 6-, or 8-purine 
position a substituent having formula —Q—RA—S—R1, 
—CEC—R A—Q—C(O)—R A—S—R 1, —CH=CH—C 
(O)—Q—RA—S—R1, or —CH=CH—RA—Q—C(O)— 
Q—RA—S—R1, provided that a 6-purine substituent does 
not have formula —NH—RA—S—R1 When R1 is H or a 
thiol protecting group. Also provided are oligonucleosides 
or oligonucleotides containing one or more of such nucleo 
sides. 
The invention also provides oligonucleotides comprising 

at least tWo nucleosides bound by a linkage having formula 
(5‘)-O—P[X][Q—RA—S—R1]—O—(3‘) Wherein X is O or 
S, provided that Q is not NH When R1 is H or a thiol 
protecting group. 

In another aspect the invention provides methods for 
preparing oligonucleotides and oligonucleosides comprising 
the steps of contacting nucleosides according to the inven 
tion for a time and under reaction conditions effective to 
form a covalent bond therebetWeen. In preferred 
embodiments, at least one of the nucleosides bears a phos 
phoramidate group at its 2‘-O-position or at its 3‘-O-position. 
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In other embodiments, compounds according to the 
invention are prepared by contacting a nucleoside, oligo 
nucleotide or oligonucleoside With derivatiZing reagents. 
For example, a nucleoside, oligonucleotide or oligonucleo 
side bearing a 2‘-hydroxy group, a 3‘-hydroxy group, or a 
5‘-hydroxy group under basic conditions With a compound 
having formula L1—RA—S—R1a Wherein L1 is a leaving 
group such as a halogen and RM is a thiol protecting group. 

The present invention also provides methods for inhibit 
ing the expression of particular genes in the cells of an 
organism, comprising administering to said organism a 
compound according to the invention. Also provided are 
methods for inhibiting transcription and/or replication of 
particular genes or for inducing degradation of particular 
regions of double stranded DNA in cells of an organism by 
administering to said organism a compound of the invention. 
Further provided are methods for killing cells or virus by 
contacting said cells or virus With a compound of the 
invention. The compound can be included in a composition 
that further includes an inert carrier for the compound. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

This invention provides nucleosides, oligonucleotides and 
oligonucleosides containing alkylthiol chemical functional 
ity. The nucleoside subunits can be “natural” or “synthetic” 
moieties. Each nucleoside is formed from a naturally occur 
ring or synthetic base and a naturally occurring or synthetic 
pentofuranosyl sugar group. 

The term “oligonucleotide” refers to a polynucleotide 
formed from a plurality of linked nucleotide units. The 
nucleotide units each include a nucleoside unit. In the 
context of this invention, the term “oligonucleoside” refers 
to a plurality of nucleoside units that are linked together. In 
a generic sense, since each nucleotide unit of an oligonucle 
otide includes a nucleoside therein, the term “oligonucleo 
side” can be considered to be inclusive of oligonucleotides 
(i.e., nucleosides linked together via phosphate linking 
groups). In a further sense, the term “oligonucleoside” also 
refers to a plurality of nucleosides that are linked together 
via linkages other than phosphate linkages. The term “oli 
gonucleoside” thus effectively includes naturally occurring 
species or synthetic species formed from naturally occurring 
subunits. For brevity, the term “oligonucleoside” Will be 
used to denote both phosphate linked (oligonucleotides) and 
non-phosphate linked polynucleoside species. 

Oligonucleosides according to the invention also can 
include modi?ed subunits. Representative modi?cations 
include modi?cation of a heterocyclic base portion of a 
nucleoside or a sugar portion of a nucleoside. Exemplary 
modi?cations are disclosed in the following US. patent 
applications: Ser. No. 07/463,358, ?led Jan. 11, 1990, noW 
abandoned entitled Compositions And Methods For Detect 
ing And Modulating RNA Activity; Ser. No. 07/566,977, 
?led Aug. 13, 1990, noW abandoned, entitled Sugar Modi 
?ed Oligonucleotides That Detect And Modulate Gene 
Expression; Ser. No. 07/558,663, ?led Jul. 27, 1990, now 
US. Pat. No. 5,138,045, entitled Novel Polyamine Conju 
gated Oligonucleotides; Ser. No. 07/558,806, ?led Jul. 27, 
1991, noW abandoned, entitled Nuclease Resistant Pyrimi 
dine Modi?ed Oligonucleotides That Detect And Modulate 
Gene Expression and Serial No. PCT/US91/00243, ?led Jan. 
11, 1991, entitled Compositions and Methods For Detecting 
And Modulating RNA Activity. Each of these patent appli 
cations are assigned to the assignee of this invention. The 
disclosure of each is incorporated herein by reference. 

The term oligonucleoside thus refers to structures that 
include modi?ed portions, be they modi?ed sugar moieties 
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6 
or modi?ed base moieties, that function similarly to natural 
bases and natural sugars. Representative modi?ed bases 
include deaZa or aZa purines and pyrimidines used in place 
of natural purine and pyrimidine bases; pyrimidines having 
substituent groups at the 5 or 6 position; and purines having 
altered or replacement substituent groups at the 2, 6 or 8 
positions. Representative modi?ed sugars include carbocy 
clic or acyclic sugars, sugars having substituent groups at 
their 2‘ position, and sugars having substituents in place of 
one or more hydrogen atoms of the sugar. Other altered base 
moieties and altered sugar moieties are disclosed in US. Pat. 
No. 3,687,808 and PCT application PCT/US89/02323. 

Altered base moieties or altered sugar moieties also 
include other modi?cations consistent With the spirit of this 
invention. Such oligonucleosides are best described as being 
structurally distinguishable from yet functionally inter 
changeable With naturally occurring or synthetic Wild type 
oligonucleotides. All such oligonucleosides are compre 
hended by this invention so long as they function effectively 
to mimic the structure of a desired RNA or DNA strand. 

For use in antisense methodology, the oligonucleosides of 
the invention preferably comprise from about 10 to about 30 
subunits. It is more preferred that such oligonucleosides 
comprise from about 15 to about 25 subunits. As Will be 
appreciated, a subunit is a base and sugar combination 
suitably bound to adjacent subunits through, for example, a 
phosphorous-containing (e.g., phosphodiester) linkage or 
some other linking moiety. The nucleosides need not be 
linked in any particular manner, so long as they are 
covalently bound. Exemplary linkages are those betWeen the 
3‘- and 5 ‘-positions or 2‘- and 5 ‘-positions of adjacent nucleo 
sides. Exemplary linking moieties are disclosed in the fol 
loWing references: Beaucage, et al., Tetrahedron 1992, 48, 
2223 and references cited therein; and US. patent applica 
tions: Ser. No. 07/703,619, ?led May 21, 1991 now US. Pat. 
No. 5,378,825; Ser. No. 07/903,160, ?led Jun. 24, 1992 noW 
abandoned; Ser. No. 08/039,979, ?led Mar. 20, 1993 noW 
abandoned; Ser. No. 08/039,846, ?led Mar. 30, 1993 noW 
abandoned; and Ser. No. 08/040,933, ?led Mar. 31, 1993 
noW abandoned. Each of the foregoing patent applications 
are assigned to the assignee of this invention. The disclosure 
of each is incorporated herein by reference. 

It is preferred that the RNA or DNA portion Which is to 
be modulated using oligonucleosides of the invention be 
preselected to comprise that portion of DNA or RNA Which 
codes for the protein Whose formation or activity is to be 
modulated. The targeting portion of the composition to be 
employed is, thus, selected to be complementary to the 
preselected portion of DNA or RNA, that is, to be an 
antisense oligonucleoside for that portion. Preferred 
embodiments of this invention include those the compounds 
of the invention that are complementary to sequences for 
herpes, papilloma and other viruses. 
The nucleosides and oligonucleosides of the invention can 

be used in diagnostics, therapeutics and as research reagents 
and kits. They can be used in pharmaceutical compositions 
by including a suitable pharmaceutically acceptable diluent 
or carrier. They further can be used for treating organisms 
having a disease characteriZed by the undesired production 
of a protein. The organism should be contacted With an 
oligonucleotide having a sequence that is capable of spe 
ci?cally hybridiZing With a strand of nucleic acid coding for 
the undesirable protein. Treatments of this type can be 
practiced on a variety of organisms ranging from unicellular 
prokaryotic and eukaryotic organisms to multicellular 
eukaryotic organisms. Any organism that utiliZes DNA 
RNA transcription or RNA-protein translation as a funda 
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mental part of its hereditary, metabolic or cellular control is 
susceptible to therapeutic and/or prophylactic treatment in 
accordance With the invention. Seemingly diverse organisms 
such as bacteria, yeast, protoZoa, algae, all plants and all 
higher animal forms, including Warm-blooded animals, can 
be treated. Further, each cell of multicellular eukaryotes can 
be treated since they include both DNA-RNA transcription 
and RNA-protein translation as integral parts of their cellu 
lar activity. Many of the organelles (e.g., mitochondria and 
chloroplasts) of eukaryotic cells also include transcription 
and translation mechanisms. Thus, single cells, cellular 
populations or organelles can also be included Within the 
de?nition of organisms that can be treated With therapeutic 
or diagnostic oligonucleotides. As used herein, therapeutics 
is meant to include the eradication of a disease state, by 
killing an organism or by control of erratic or harmful 
cellular groWth or expression. 

In one aspect, the present invention is directed to nucleo 
sides and oligonucleosides that bear at least one thiol 
containing substituent at a ribofuranosyl, pyrimidinyl, and/ 
or purinyl position. Ribofuranosyl substituents preferably 
have formula —RA—S—R1 and are appended at 2‘-O-, 
3‘-O-, and/or 5‘-O- positions. Pyrimidinyl and purinyl sub 
stituents preferably have formula —CEC—RA—Q—C 
(O)—RA—S—R1 and are appended at 5-pyrimidine posi 
tions and at 2-, 6-, or 8-purine positions. 

In another aspect, the invention is directed to oligonucleo 
sides containing at least one internucleoside linkage having 
formula (5‘)-O—P[X][Q—RA—S—R1]—O—(3‘). 

Each RA according to the invention is an alkyl moiety 
independently selected to having 1 to about 10 carbon 
atoms. The term “alkyl” is intended to include straight chain 
and branched hydrocarbons. Preferred RA have 1 to about 7 
carbon atoms, more preferably 2 to about 6 carbon atoms. 
RA having formula (CH)n Where n=1—10 are preferred. 

R1 according to the invention is H, a thiol protecting 
group (preferably an acid labile protecting group) or has 
formula S—R2, CH2C(O)—NH—R2, CH2—CH=CH—C 
(O)—R2, —CH2—CH2—NH—S(O)2—R2, or 
(maleimido)-R2. Numerous thiol protecting groups are 
knoWn in the art, including, but not limited to, the triph 
enylmethyl (trityl; Tr) and S-t-butyl, S-p-nitrobenZyl, and 
S-p-methoxy-benZyl (see, e.g., Greene and Wuts, Protective 
Groups in Organic Synthesis, 2d edition, John Wiley & 
Sons, NeW York, 1991). Preferred maleimido moieties are 
those that are N-substituted With R2 and 3-substituted With 
S. 

R2 can include a steroid molecule, a reporter molecule, a 
lipophilic molecule, a reporter enZyme, a peptide, a protein, 
a reporter groups, an alkylator, an intercalator, a cell receptor 
binding molecule, a croWn amine (a “cyclam”), a porphyrin, 
a crosslinking agent, a peptide nucleic acid, or a thiol 
attached to a poly(ethyleneglycol) (PEG; —(CH2CH2O)1_ 
200) group. That is, R2 can include a substituent consisting 
essentially of the foregoing groups. 

For the purposes of this invention the terms “reporter 
molecule” and “reporter enZyme” are inclusive of those 
molecules or enZymes that have physical or chemical prop 
erties that alloW them to be identi?ed in gels, ?uids, Whole 
cellular systems, broken cellular systems and the like uti 
liZing physical properties such as spectroscopy, 
radioactivity, colorimetric assays, ?uorescence, and speci?c 
binding. Particularly useful as reporter molecules are biotin 
and ?uorescein dyes. Particularly useful as reporter enZymes 
are alkaline phosphatase and horseradish peroxidase. 

Steroids include those chemical compounds that contain a 
perhydro-1,2-cyclopentanophenanthrene ring system. Par 
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8 
ticularly useful as steroid molecules are the bile acids 
including cholic acid, deoxycholic acid and dehydrocholic 
acid; steroids including cortisone, digoxigenin, testosterone 
and cholesterol and even cationic steroids such as cortisone 
having a trimethylaminomethyl hydraZide group attached 
via a double bond at the 3 position of the cortisone rings. 

Proteins and peptides are utiliZed in their usual sense as 
polymers of amino acids. Normally peptides comprise such 
polymers that contain a smaller number of amino acids per 
unit molecule than do the proteins. Particularly useful as 
peptides and proteins are sequence-speci?c peptides and 
proteins including phosphodiesterase, peroxidase, phos 
phatase and nuclease proteins. Such peptides and proteins 
include SV40 peptide, RNaseA, RNase H and Staphylococ 
cal nuclease. 

Lipophilic molecules include naturally-occurring and 
synthetic aromatic and non-aromatic moieties such as fatty 
acids, esters, alcohols and other lipid molecules, cage struc 
tures such as adamantane and buckminsterfullerenes, and 
aromatic hydrocarbons such as benZene, perylene, 
phenanthrene, anthracene, naphthalene, pyrene, chrysene, 
and naphthacene. Particularly useful as lipophilic molecules 
are alicyclic hydrocarbons, saturated and unsaturated fatty 
acids, Waxes, terpenes and polyalicyclic hydrocarbons 
including adamantane and buckminsterfullerenes. Particu 
larly useful as terpenoids are vitamin A, retinoic acid, retinal 
and dehydroretinol. 

Alkylators according to the invention are moieties that 
can effect attachment of electrophilic groups to targeted 
molecular structures. Representative alkylators are disclosed 
by Meyer, et al., J. Am. Chem. Soc. 1989, 111, 8517. 

Intercalators are polycyclic aromatic moieties that can 
insert betWeen adjacent base pairs Without affecting normal 
Watson-Crick base pairing. Representative intercalators are 
disclosed by Manoharan in Antisense Research and 
Applications, Crooke and Lebleu, eds., CRC Press, Boca 
Raton, 1993. 

Cell receptor binding molecules according to the inven 
tion are vitamins and carbohydrate moieties for Which 
speci?c receptors exist Within a cell. Representative cell 
receptor binding molecules are disclosed by Application 
Serial No. PCT/US92/09196, ?led Oct. 23, 1992, the con 
tents of Which are incorporated herein by reference. 

Crosslinking agents are moieties that can effect intras 
trand or interstrand covalent binding of RNA and/or DNA. 
Representative crosslinking agents are disclosed in Interna 
tional Patent Application Serial No. PCT/US93/02059, ?led 
Mar. 5, 1993, Which is incorporated herein by reference. 
Useful croWn amines are disclosed by Studer, et al., Helv. 
Chim. Acta 1986, 69, 2081 and Smith-Jones, et al., Biocon 
jugate Chem. 1991, 2, 415. Peptide nucleic acids are dis 
closed by International Patent Application WO 92/20702, 
published Nov. 26, 1992. 

Oligonucleosides according to the invention can be 
assembled in solution or through solid-phase reactions, for 
example, on a suitable DNA synthesiZer utiliZing nucleo 
sides according to the invention and/or standard nucleotide 
precursors. The nucleosides and nucleotide precursors can 
already bear alkylthiol groups or can be later modi?ed to 
bear such groups. 

In the former case, compounds according to the invention 
are prepared by, for example, reacting nucleosides bearing at 
least one free 2‘-, 3‘-, or 5‘-hydroxyl group under basic 
conditions With a compound having formula L1—(CH2)n— 
S—R1a Where L1 is a leaving group and RM is a thiol 
protecting group. Displacement of the leaving group through 
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nucleophilic attack of an oxygen anion produces the desired 
thiol derivative. Leaving groups according to the invention 
include but are not limited to halogen, alkylsulfonyl, sub 
stituted alkylsulfonyl, arylsulfonyl, substituted arylsulfonyl, 
hetercyclcosulfonyl or trichloroacetirnidate. A more pre 
ferred group includes chloro, ?uoro, brorno, iodo, p-(2,4 
dinitroanilino)benZenesulfonyl, benZenesulfonyl, 
rnethylsulfonyl(rnesylate), p-rnethylbenZenesulfonyl 
(tosylate), p-brornobenZenesulfonyl, 
tri?uorornethylsulfonyl(tri?ate), trichloroacetirnidate, 
acyloXy, 2,2,2-tri?uoroethanesulfonyl, irnidaZolesulfonyl, 
and 2,4,6-trichlorophenyl, With brorno being preferred. Pro 
tecting groups are knoWn per se as chemical functional 
groups that can be selectively appended to and removed 
from functionalities, such as amine groups and thiol groups. 
These groups are present in a chemical compound to render 
such functionality inert to chemical reaction conditions to 
Which the compound is eXposed. See, e.g., Greene and Wuts, 
Protective Groups in Organic Synthesis, 2d edition, John 
Wiley & Sons, NeW York, 1991. 

In embodiments Wherein thiol-containing functionality is 
appended to 2‘-O—, 3‘-O—, or 5‘-O— positions, arnine 
functionality in the base portion of the nucleoside preferably 
neXt is protected under non-acidic conditions With protecting 
groups knoWn in the art, including benZoyl and isobutyryl 
groups. Alternatively, base protection can precede reaction 
With thiol reagent L1—(CH2)n—S—R1a. Suitably protected 
nucleosides can be assembled into an oligonucleosides 
according to knoWn techniques. See, e.g., Beaucage, et al., 
Tetrahedron 1992, 48, 2223. 
Compounds according to the invention also can be pre 

pared by reacting 5-halogen substituted pyrirnidine nucleo 
sides or 2- or 8-halogen substituted purine nucleosides With 
an acetylenic reagent having forrnula HCEC—CH2—Q— 
R3 (R3=protecting group) under conditions effective to 
couple the pyrirnidine or purine base With the acetylenic 
reagent and form a nucleoside bearing a substituent having 
forrnula —CEC—CH2—Q—R3 at the pyrirnidine 
5-position or at the purine 2- or 8-position. Nurnerous 
suitable protecting groups are knoWn in the art, including, 
but not limited to: arnine protecting groups such as tri?uo 
roacetate (tri?ate), allyloXycarbonyl (Alloc), benZyloXycar 
bonyl (CBZ), chlorobenZyloXycarbonyl, t-butyloXycarbonyl 
(Boc), ?uorenylrnethoXycarbonyl (Frnoc), isonicotinyloXy 
carbonyl (i-Noc) groups; hydroXyl protecting groups such as 
t-butyldiphenylsilyl, t-butyldirnethylsilyl, and dirnethoXytri 
tyl groups; and thiol protecting groups such as S-trityl, 
S-p—rnethoxybenzylthioether, S-p-nitrobenZylthioether, and 
S-t-butylthioether. (see, e.g., Veber and Hirschrnann, et al., 
J. Org. Chem. 1977, 42, 3286 and Atherton, et al., The 
Peptides, Gross and Meienhofer, Eds, Academic Press; NeW 
York, 1983; Vol. 9 pp. 1—38). Coupling preferably is rnedi 
ated by a metal selected from palladiurn, nickel, platinum 
and iridiurn under conditions generally in accordance With 
Haralarnbidis, et al.,NucleicAcia's Research 1987, 15, 4857. 
Once coupling is effected, the protecting group is removed 
and the resultant free hydroXy, thio, or arnino compound is 
condensed With a suitable thiol derivative having forrnula 
R4—(CH2)n—S—R1a Where R4 is R5OOC—, HS, or 
—NCS Where R5 is H, chloro, alkyl having 1—3 carbon 
atoms, or active esters of carboXylic acids. 
Compounds according to the invention also can be pre 

pared by reacting rnetal-substituted pyrirnidine nucleosides 
or purine nucleosides With an acrylate having forrnula 
H2C=C—C(O)OR6 (R6=alkyl having 1—3 carbon atoms) 
under conditions effective to couple the pyrirnidine or purine 
base With the acrylate and form a nucleoside bearing a 
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10 
substituent having forrnula —CH=CH—C(O)OH at the 
pyrirnidine 5-position or at the purine 2- or 8-position. 
Coupling is effected under conditions generally in accor 
dance With Dreyer, et al., Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. USA 1985, 
82, 968. Once coupling is effected, acid is condensed With 
an amino thiol derivative having forrnula H2N—(CH2)n— 
S—R1a. 
Compounds according to the invention also can be pre 

pared by reacting nucleosides bearing leaving groups, L2, at 
5-pyrirnidine positions or at 2-, 6-, or 8-purine positions 
With, for example, arninothiol derivatives having forrnula 
HQ—(CH2)n—S—R1a under conditions effective to dis 
place the leaving group. Such displacernent preferably 
occurs at room temperature in solvents such as dirnethyl 
forrnarnide (DMF) or dirnethylsulfoXide (DMSO). Suitable 
leaving groups include halogen, alkylsulfonyl, substituted 
alkylsulfonyl, arylsulfonyl, substituted arylsulfonyl, 
hetercyclcosulfonyl, trichloroacetirnidate, and penta?uo 
rophenol. 

Oligonucleosides according to the invention also can be 
prepared by assembling an oligonucleoside and appending 
thiol functionality thereto. For example, oligonucleosides 
having free hydroXyl groups can be assembled according to 
knoWn techniques and then reacted With a reagent having 
forrnula L1—(CH2)n—S—R1a. As Will be recogniZed, 
hoWever, greater selectivity can be achieved in terms of 
placement of thiol functionality Within an oligonucleoside 
by introducing such functionality, as discussed above, on 
selected nucleosides and then using both the selected 
nucleosides and other nucleosides to construct an oligo 
nucleoside. 

Thiol functionality also can be appended to phosphonate 
linkages (i.e., (5‘)-O—P(X)(H)—O—(3‘)) found Within an 
oligonucleoside (see, e.g., Todd et al., J. Chem. Soc. 1966, 
239; Frohler et al., Nucleic Acids Res. 1986, 14, 160; 
Letsinger, et al., Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. USA 1989, 86, 6553) 
For example, oligonucleosides containing at least one phos 
phonate linkage can be reacted in the presence of base With 
a thiol reagent having forrnula HQ—(CH2)n—S—R1a under 
conditions effective form an internucleoside linkage having 
forrnula (5‘)-O—P[X][Q—(CH2)n—S—R1a]—O—(3‘). 

Thiol functionality also can be appended to arnine 
containing linkages (i.e., —CH2—NH—O—CH2—) found 
Within an oligonucleosides. (see, e.g., US. patent applica 
tions Ser. Nos. 08/039,979 and 08/039,846, cited above). For 
example, oligonucleosides having at least one arnine 
containing linkage can be condensed a thiol reagent having 
forrnula HOC(O)—(CH2)n—S—R1a under conditions 
effective to form an internucleoside linkage having forrnula 

—CH2—N[C(O)—(CH2),,—S—RM]—O—CH2—. 
Once assembled, an oligonucleoside bearing one or more 

groups having forrnula —RS—S—R1a is treated With acid 
under conditions to remove protecting group RM. Repre 
sentative acids include silver cation and rnercuric cation. 
Once deprotected, the oligonucleoside can be contacted With 
a thiol-containing steroid rnolecule, reporter rnolecule, lipo 
philic rnolecule, reporter enZyrne, peptide, or protein in the 
presence of a thiol-based coupling reagent. Useful coupling 
reagents include 2,2‘-dithiobis(5-nitropyridine) and other 
pyridyl disul?des. 

Alternatively, an oligonucleoside bearing one or more 
groups having forrnula —RS—S—H can be contacted With 
electrophillic rnoieties having forrnula (rnaleirnido) —R2 or 
L3—CH2C(O)—R2 Where L3 is a leaving group. As Will be 
recogniZed, the sulfur atom on the oligonucleoside bonds 
With the former electrophillic rnoiety via 1,4-addition and 
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With the latter via nucleophilic displacement. Preferred 
electrophillic moieties include phospholipid maleimide, 
o-phenanthroline-5-iodoacetamide, ?uorescein maleimide, 
and pyrene maleimide (see, e.g., Example 22). 

Thus, the invention ?rst builds the desired linked nucleo 
side sequence in the normal manner on the DNA synthesizer. 
One or more (preferably tWo or more) of the linked nucleo 
sides are then functionaliZed or derivatiZed With the lipo 
philic steroid, reporter molecule, lipophilic molecule, 
reporter enZyme, peptide or protein. 

Additional objects, advantages, and novel features of this 
invention Will become apparent to those skilled in the art 
upon examination of the folloWing examples, Which are not 
intended to be limiting. For example, thiol groups in addi 
tion to those having formula —RA—S—R1 (e.g., cysteine, 
glutathione, penicillamine, 2-pyridylmercaptyl, Br—CH2— 
CO—NH—CH2—CH2—STr, SH—C—(CH3)2CH2— 
NH—CH2—CH2—NH—CH2—C—(CH3)2SH, HOOC— 
CH2—CH2—S—S—CH3OOCS, CH3—CO—S—C 
(CH3)—CH2—C—NH—(CH2)2—COOH) can be 
employed. (see, e.g., DiZio, et al.,Bioconjugate Chem. 1991, 
2, 353 and Green?eld, et al., Bioconjugate Chem. 1990, 1, 
400) All oligonucleotide sequences are listed in a standard 5‘ 
to 3‘ order from left to right. 

EXAMPLE 1 

S-Trityl-6-mercaptohexylbromide,1 ,1 ‘,1 “ - { {(6 
bromohexyl)thio ]methylidyne]trisbenZene 

(Compound 1) 
To a solution of triphenylmethanethiol (Fluka; 69 g, 250 

mmol) in 500 mL 95% ethanol (EtOH) Was added 11 grams 
of sodium hydroxide dissolved in 75 mL of Water (275 
mmol). After stirring for about 15 minutes in argon 
atmosphere, using an addition funnel, 1,6-dibromohexane 
(91.5 g, 375 mmol, 58 mL) dissolved in 100 mL of 95% 
EtOH Was added dropWise over a period of 1 hour With 
vigorous stirring. After about 15 minutes of stirring of 
addition, a broWn White solid separates out from the reaction 
?ask. After stirring for additional 4 hours, the reaction 
mixture Was ?ltered. The ?ltrate Was evaporated under high 
vacuum and the oily residue Was combined With the ?ltered 
residue and dissolved in 500 mL CH2Cl2, ?ltered again, the 
?ltrate Was Washed once With Water (200 mL) and once With 
saturated NaCl solution. After drying the CHZCl2 layer over 
MgSO4, it Was concentrated to 200 mL in volume. About 
200 mL of hexane Was added and the solution Was left in 
freeZer. Three crops of cream White product Was isolated out. 
Total yield 81 g (184 mmol, 73% yield). After one more 
recrystalliZation the product melted at 91—92° C. 

Portions of the product are independently treated With 
sodium cyanide folloWed by hydrolysis to give the corre 
sponding acid, S-trityl-6-mercaptohexanoic acid 
(Compound 2), With lithium aZide folloWed by triph 
enylphosphine reduction to give the corresponding amine, 
S-trityl-6-mercapto hexylamine (Compound 3), and With 
sodium hydrogen sul?de to give the corresponding thiol, 
(1-S-trityl-thio-hexylmercaptan) (Compound 4). 

EXAMPLE 2 

2‘-O-[6-[(Triphenylmethyl)thio]hexyl]-adenosine 
and 3‘-O-[6-[(triphenylmethyl)thio]hexyl]-adenosine 

(Compounds 5 and 6) 

Adenosine (22.5 g) Was alkylated With this S-trityl-6 
mercaptohexylbromide (37.5 g) in the presence of DMF and 
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12 
sodium hydride to yield a 2‘-O-(Compound 6) and 3‘-O 
alkylated (Compound 5) mixture in the ratio of 84:16 (as 
judged by 13C NMR). The yield Was 27%. 

EXAMPLE 3 

N-BenZoyl-2‘-O-[6-[(triphenylmethyl)thio]hexyl] 
adenosine (Compound 8) and N-benZoyl-3‘-O-[6 

[(triphenylmethyl)thio]hexyl]-adenosine (Compound 
7) 

To 16.5 grams of alkylation mixture (5 and 6, 26.4 
mmols) in 260 mL of dry pyridine added 17 mL of chlo 
rotrimethyl silane With external cooling With ice bath and 
stirring. After 30 minutes, 15.6 mL of benZoyl chloride 
(134.3 mmols) Was added and the ice bath Was removed. 
After 2 hours the reaction mixture Was again cooled in an ice 
bath and 55 mL of ice-cold Water Was added. After 15 
minutes of stirring, 55 mL of conc. NH4OH Was added. After 
an additional 30 minutes the reaction mixture Was evapo 
rated to an oil on a rotoevaporator and dissolved in 300 mL 
CHZCl2 and extracted With saturated NaHCO3 solution 
(2><100 mL). The organic layer Was dried and loaded into a 
silica gel (750 grams) and eluted With 7:3 ethyl acetate:hex 
ane to give 18.3 g (25.10 mmol) of benZoylated 2‘ and 3‘ 
isomeric mixture (Compounds 7 and 8) 95.1% yield. 

EXAMPLE 4 

N-BenZoyl-5‘-O-[Dimethoxytrityl]-2‘-O-[6 
[(triphenylmethyl)thio]hexyl]-adenosine (Compound 
10) and N-BenZoyl-5‘-O-[Dimethoxytrityl]-3‘-O-[6 
[(triphenylmethyl)thio]hexyl]-adenosine (Compound 

9) 
The base protected nucleoside mixture from the previous 

step Was coevaporated With 2><100 mL of anhydrous pyri 
dine. The resultant material Was redissolved in 100 mL of 
anhydrous pyridine and With stirring, 13.9 g (41.0 mmol) 
dimethoxytritylchloride Was added. The reaction mixture 
Was stirred for 1.5 hours, after Which thin layer chromatog 
raphy (TLC; hexane:ethyl acetate (EtOAc), 1:1) shoWed 
disappearance of starting material. Methanol (20 mL) Was 
added and the reaction Was stirred for 30 minutes. Pyridine 
Was evaporated and the residue Was coevaporated once With 
200 mL of toluene. The resultant residue Was dissolved in 
100 mL of CHZCl2 and applied to a silica gel column (1000 
g, packed in hexane). The column Was eluted With the 
folloWing solvents: 100% Hexane (1L); 45:55 EtOAc 
hexane (3L) 50:50 EtOAc-hexane (3L) and 55:45 EtOAc 
hexane until all 2‘-O-isomer Was eluted out. Then it Was 
eluted With 60:40 EtOAc:Hexane 2 liter folloWed by 70:30 
EtOAc:Hexane until all 3‘-O-isomer is off the column. The 
isolated yields (56% combined yield) Were: 10.3 g [2‘ 
isomer (Compound 10)]; 2.4 g (3‘-isomer) (Compound 9) 
and 1.9 g (2‘+3‘ isomeric mixture). Rf=0.28 for 2‘-isomer in 
hexane:EtOAc 1:1 and Rf=0.13 for 3‘-isomer (Compound 9) 
in the same solvent system. 

EXAMPLE 5 

Adenosine-N-benZoyl-5‘-O-[bis(4-methoxyphenyl 
O-phenylmethyl]-2‘-O-[6-[(triphenylmethyl)thio] 

hexyl]-3‘-[2-cyanoethylbis(1-methylethyl) 
phosphoramidite] 

The nucleoside N-benZoyl-5‘-O-[Dimethoxytrityl]-2‘-O 
[6-[(triphenylmethyl)thio]hexyl]-adenosine (Compound 10; 
4.6 g, 4.46 mMol) Was dissolved in 60 mL CHZCl2 anhy 
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drous. Diisopropylamine tetraZolide salt (0.4 g, 2.23 mmol) 
Was added followed by phosphitylation reagent. The reac 
tion mixture Was stirred overnight. TLC analysis (1:1 
EtOAc:Hexane) shoWed completion (>95%) of the reaction. 
Then the mixture Was transferred into 100 mL of saturated 
NaHCO3 in a separatory funnel. The reaction Was Washed 
With 100 mL CHZCl2 containing 1% Et3N. The organic layer 
Was Washed With 100 mL of saturated NaCl solution, dried 
over anhydrous sodium sulfate and evaporated to give 6.75 
g of the crude product. It Was then puri?ed in a silica column 
(200 g, in a 25 cm><7.5 cm column) packed in 50:50 
EtOAc:hexane containing 0.1% Et3N. The column Was 
eluted With the same solvent folloWed by 60:40 EtOAc:hex 
ane to give the product 11 as a colorless foam. (4.38 g, 3.6 
mmol, 81% yield) 31P NMR (CDCl3): 150.6, 151.4 ppm 

EXAMPLE 6 

Controlled Pore Glass (CPG) Attached to 
Nucleoside 10 (Compound 17) 

Succinylated CPG, prepared according to Damha, et al., 
NucleicAcids Res. 1990, 18, 3813, (0.3 g, With a loading of 
approximately 80 micromoles/g, dried under vacuum for 3 
hours immediately before use) Was added to 3 ml anhydrous 
pyridine in a 50 ml round-bottom ?ask. 1-(3 
Dimethylaminopropyl)-3-ethyl carbo-diimide (0.12 g, 0.63 
mmol), triethylamine (25 ml, distilled over CaHZ), dimethy 
laminopryidine (0.005 g, 0.03 mmol) and nucleoside 10 
(0.21 g, 0.203 mmol) Were added under Ar and the mixture 
shaken mechanically for 19 hours. More nucleoside (0.025 
g, 0.025 mmol) Was added and the mixture shaken an 
additional 5.5 hours Pentachlorophenol (0.045 g, 0.17 
mmol) Was added and the mixture shaken 18 hours. CPG 
Was ?ltered off and Washed successively With 
dichloromethane, triethylamine, and dichloromethane. CPG 
Was then dried under vacuum, suspended in 15 ml piperidine 
and shaken 30 min. The product, nucleoside-CPG 
(Compound 17), Was ?ltered off, Washed thoroughly With 
dichloromethane and again dried under vacuum. Extent of 
loading (determined by spectrophotometric assay of 
dimethoxytrityl cation in 0.3 M p-toluenesulfonic acid at 
498 nm) Was approximately 30 mmol/g. 

EXAMPLE 7 

Isolation of Compounds 7 and 8 

Compound 10 (0.50 g, 0.48 mmol) Was dissolved in 
dichloromethane. Acetic acid (80%) in Water Was added and 
the mixture stirred overnight. The solvents Were evaporated 
in vacuo and the residue dissolved in dichloromethane and 
loaded onto a silica gel column. The resultant product 8 (290 
mg, 83% yield, Rf=0.38 in 80% ethyl acetate in hexanes) 
Was eluted With a gradient of 50% to 100% ethyl acetate in 
hexanes. Product Was analyZed by 1H, 13C, and 13C—APT 
NMR and mass spectroscopy. 

The corresponding 3‘-isomer 9 Was similarly deprotected 
and puri?ed to yield the 5‘-deprotected product 7 (220 mg, 
63%, Rf=0.51). Product Was analyZed by NMR and mass 
spectroscopy. 

EXAMPLE 8 

Isolation of Compounds 5 and 6 

Nucleoside 8 (200 mg, 0.27 mmol) Was dissolved in 10 
mL pyridine in a 500 mL pressure ?ask. Fresh ammonium 
hydroxide (125 mL) Was added and the reaction mixture Was 
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14 
heated at 55° in a Water bath. After 3 days the mixture Was 
cooled to 0°, transferred to a 500 mL round-bottom ?ask and 
the solvents removed in vacuo. The residue Was dissolved in 
dichloromethane, extracted once With saturated NaHCO3 
and saturated NaCl and dried over MgSO4. Solvent Was 
removed in vacuo, the residue redissolved in a small amount 
of dichloromethane and applied to a silica gel column. 
Compound 6 (150 mg, 89%, Rf=0.50 in 100% ethyl acetate) 
Was eluted With a gradient of 50% to 100% ethyl acetate in 
hexanes folloWed by 20% MeOH in ethyl acetate. 
The corresponding 3‘-isomer 7 Was similarly deprotected 

and puri?ed to yield product 5 (125 mg, 87% yield, 
Rf=0.43). 

EXAMPLE 9 

2‘-O-[6-Thio hexyl]-adenosine (Compound 18) and 
3‘-O-[6-Thio hexyl]-adenosine (Compound 19) 

Nucleoside 6 (130 mg, 0.19 mmol) is dissolved in 4 mL 
chloroform. Silver Nitrate (8 mM) in EtOH (12 mL) is added 
and the reaction mixture stirred for 45 minutes. Dithiothrei 
tol (0.35 M) in chloroform (3 mL) is added and the reaction 
stirred overnight. The White precipitate is ?ltered off and the 
solvent removed in vacuo. The residue is dissolved in 
dichloromethane, extracted once With saturated NaHCO3 
and saturated NaCl and dried over MgSO4. The solvent is 
removed in vacuo. The product is puri?ed on a silica gel 
column or by HPLC. The product (Compound 18) is ana 
lyZed by 1H, 13C, and 13C—APT NMR and mass spectros 
copy. Similarly, nucleoside 5 (95 mg, 0.15 mmol) is depro 
tected and the product 19 puri?ed and analyZed. 

EXAMPLE 10 

Attachment Of Thiol Linker at 5-Position of 
Pyrimidines 

A. 3,5‘-di-toluyl-5-iododeoxyuridine is condensed With 
N-tri?uoroacetyl-propargylamine in the presence of bis 
(triphenylphosphine) palladium chloride and cuprous iodine 
(Haralambidis, et al., Nucleic Acids Res. 1987, 15, 4857). 
This nucleoside is then deprotected to give the free amine at 
5 position Which is condensed With HOOC—(CH2)6-S—Tr, 
(Compound 2). 

B. Preparation of 2‘-deoxyuridine-5-(propionic acid 
methyl ester) is carried out according to the published 
procedure of Telser et al., J. Am. Chem. Soc. 1989, 111, 
6966. Brie?y, 5-chloro-mercury-2‘-deoxyuridine is reacted 
With methyl acrylate under the conditions described by 
Dreyer, et al., Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. USA 1985, 82, 968. The 
resultant 2‘-deoxyuridine-5-(propenoic acid methyl ester) is 
reduced With hydrogen/palladium on carbon to yield 
2‘-deoxy uridine-5-(propionic acid methyl ester). 

This compound is converted to the 5‘-dimethoxytrityl 
derivative and then reacted With 1-S-trityl-hexyl-6-amine 3 
by an ester-amide exchange reaction as described by Dreyer, 
et al. for other amines. 

EXAMPLE 11 

Attachment of Thiol Linker at 2-Position of Purines 

2-Fluoro-2‘-deoxyinosine is reacted With compound 3 
folloWing the conditions of Harris, et al., J. Am. Chem. Soc. 
1991, 113, 4328. The resulting 2-position thiol linker placed 
nucleoside is further derivatiZed and incorporated into oli 
gonucleotides. 

EXAMPLE 12 

Attachment of Thiol Linker at 8-Position of Purines 

8-Bromoadenosine is reacted With the sodium salt of 
HS—(CH2)6—S—Tr. (Compound 4). The resulting 
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8-position modi?ed nucleoside is then further modi?ed and 
incorporated into oligonucleotides. 

EXAMPLE 13 

Preparation of a Phosphonate Internucleotide 
Linkage and Attachment of a Thiol Linker Thereto 

A fully protected oligonucleotide With an internucleotide 
H-phosphonate at a speci?c site synthesized following the 
protocol of Froehler, et al., NucleicAcia's Research 1986, 14, 
160. This compound is oxidiZed With compound 4 in carbon 
tetrachloride-triethylamine medium to give the phospho 
rothioate triester 0=P—S—(CH2)6—S—Tr. The oligo 
nucleotide residue is further utiliZed for the full length 
oligonucleotide synthesis. The resultant oligonucleotide has 
the thiol linker attached to the backbone. 

EXAMPLE 14 

Preparation of an Amine-Containing Backbone and 
Attachment of a Thiol Linker Thereto 

A dinucleoside protected dimer With either an 3‘-CH2— 
NH—0—CH2-5‘ or 5‘-CH2—NH—0—CH2-3‘ linkage is 
synthesiZed by the procedure of Vasseur, et al.,J. Am. Chem. 
Soc. 1992, 114, 4006. This dimer is coupled With compound 
2 using EDC and N-hydroxy succinimide. The coupled 
product has the con?guration Tr—S—(CH2)6—C(0)— 
N—. The dimer is then 5‘-dimethoxytritylated and 
3‘-phosphitylated and incorporated into full-length oligo 
nucleotide synthesis. 

EXAMPLE 15 

Conversion of Thiol 2‘-0-hexyl Nucleoside into 
Cholesterol Amidite 

Nucleoside 10 (2 g) Was dissolved in 40 mL of CHCl3 
containing 1 mL of triethylamine and treated With 8 mmol 
ethanolic silver nitrate (120 mL) at room temperature during 
Which period the solution becomes turbid from clear. TLC 
(ethyl acetate1hexane 50:50) indicated a faster moving com 
pound than the starting material and trityl on the top of the 
chromatograph. At this time 0.35 M solution of DTT in 40 
mL of CHCl3 Was added and the resultant gelatinous pre 
cipitate Was ?ltered over celite. The solution Was dried and 
evaporated. The ?nal TLC shoWed a sloWer moving spot 
than the starting material as expected out of a free thiol 
compound. It Was used in the next step Without any future 
puri?cation. 

2,2‘-Dithiobis(5-nitropyridine) is treated With the thiol 
nucleoside in methylene chloride overnight. The precipi 
tated 5-nitro pyridine-2-thione is removed by ?ltration, and 
the ?ltrate is concentrated. The resultant product 14 is 
treated With thiocholesterol in CHZCI2 and shaken overnight 
to give the disul?de compound With the cholesterol. The 
cholesterol nucleoside is phosphitylated (compound 15) and 
used in oligonucleotide synthesis. 

EXAMPLE 16 

Conversion of the Thiol Linker With a Trityl 
Protecting Group into a Thiol Linker Protect by 

Disul?de Linkage 

Compound 14 is treated With propylmercaptan in CHZCI2 
and stirred overnight. The resulting disul?de compound 
(With —(CH2)6—S—S—CH2—CH2—CH3 linkage) is fur 
ther derivatiZed and incorporated into oligonucleotides. The 
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16 
free thiol group is liberated, before conjugation, by the 
addition of DTT. 

EXAMPLE 17 

Conversion to a Base Labile Thiol linker 

The free nucleoside in the previous step (Compound 14) 
is treated With CBZCl (carbobenZyloxy chloride) in triethy 
lamine. The thiol group is protected as a carbobenZyloxy 
ester group and phosphitylated and incorporated into oligo 
nucleotides. Ammonia treatment for deprotection folloWed 
by DTT treatment yielded a free thiol containing oligonucle 
otide. 

EXAMPLE 18 

0ligonucleotide Synthesis 
A 0.15 M solution of modi?ed amidite (Compound 11) in 

anhydrous CH3CN Was used in a 380B ABI DNA synthe 
siZer to synthesiZe the folloWing oligonucleotides: 
d(GAA*CT) P=O (SEQ ID N011) 
d(GAA*CT) P=S (SEQ ID N012) 

Wherein “*” denotes the thiol-modi?ed nucleoside. oligo 
nucleotides With normal P=O backbones and modi?ed 
P=S backbones Were synthesiZed. The oligonucleotides 
containing P=S backbones Were synthesiZed using the 
Beaucage reagent and standard synthesis cycles. During the 
phosphodiester synthesis, oxidation of the tervalent phos 
phorous Was achieved using a 0.5 M solution of t-Bu00H 
in CH3CN since the tritylthioether group Was sensitive to 
iodine/Water solution. A coupling ef?ciency of greater than 
90% Was observed during the modi?ed amidite coupling. 
For example, a 1 mmol synthesis of SEQ ID N011 yielded 
36 0D units of puri?ed oligonucleotide (72% overall iso 
lated yield). 
Both P=O and P=S oligonucleotides Were 

dimethoxytrityl-on puri?ed and the dimethoxytrityl group 
Was removed With 15% acetic acid and then puri?ed again. 
NMR analysis of SEQ ID N011 and SEQ ID N012 shoWed 
the integrity of these compounds. For SEQ ID N011, the 
trityl group resonance is observed betWeen 7.0 and 7.5 ppm, 
and 31P shoWed the expected 4 peaks. It is noteWorthy that 
one of the signals is shifted about 0.5 ppm from the other 
signals, as observed in other RNA/DNA hybrids. In the case 
of the phosphorothioate SEQ ID N012 a total of 64 signals 
is expected due to diastereomeric nature of chiral phospho 
rothioates; the multiplicity observed illustrates this fact. 
SEQ ID N011 Was digested to individual nucleosides With 
snake venom phosphodiesterase and calf-intestinal alkaline 
phosphatase in order to con?rm its nucleoside composition. 
Some resistance to enZymatic digestion (nuclease 
resistance) compared to unmodi?ed oligonucleotides Was 
observed Which may be due to the presence of the 2-0 
tether. 

Using the same amidite, the folloWing antisense oligo 
nucleotide sequences also were made: 
TGGGA*GCCATAGCGAGCC P=S (SEQ ID N013), 
ICAM antisense oligonucleotide With P=S backbone; 
TCTGAGTAGCAGAGGAGCTA*AG P=O (SEQ ID 
N014), sequence in the 5‘-cap region of ICAM With P=O 
backbone. 
SEQ ID N013 serves to evaluate the tritylthioether group 

in uptake experiments to determine its ability to inhibit 
ICAM (Intra Cellular Adhesion Molecules) protein expres 
sion. SEQ ID N014 is conjugated to 0-phenanthroline and 
targeted against the 5 ‘-cap-messenger RNA of ICAM system 
to cleave the target RNA. 
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EXAMPLE 19 

Conjugation Reactions of 2‘-O-hexylthiol Linker 

To illustrate the conjugation potential of the 2‘-O-thiol 
tether, SEQ ID NO:1 Was treated With 0.1M AgNO3 in 
TEAA buffer followed by DTT treatment to generate a free 
thiol group. At this stage, it Was reacted With four classes of 
compounds each having an either haloacetamide or a male 
imide group and the desired functionality at the other end. 
The folloWing compounds Were employed: (1) a phospho 
lipid maleimide, Which can offer cell signalling and traf?ck 
ing properties to nucleic acids; (2) 5-iodoacetamido-O 
phenanthroline, Which is a nucleic acid cleaving agent; this 
particular conjugation offers an added advantage of optimal 
placement for the cleaving agent as this reagent When 
complexed to cuprous ion reacts via a minor groove attack 
at the C-1‘ position; (3) pyrenemaleimide, Which may sta 
biliZe the nucleic acid duplex via intercalation; and (4) 
?uorescein maleimide, Which is used as a general diagnostic 
tool, serving to folloW the uptake of antisense oligonucle 
otides. The conjugations Were carried out in phosphate 
buffer (pH 8.0) and yields Were greater than 95% (no starting 
oligonucleotide Was apparent in the HPLC analysis). The 
conjugates Were easily puri?ed by siZe exclusion and reverse 
phase HPLC and characteriZed by their UV-VIS spectra 
(Where applicable). The retention times of different oligo 
nucleotides and their conjugates are given in Table I. Fluo 
rescein maleimide, pyrene maleimide and phospholipid 
maleimide Were purchased from Molecular Probes (Eugene, 
Oreg.). O-Phenanthroline-5-iodoacetamide Was synthesiZed 
according to the published procedure of Sigman, Biochem 
istry 1990, 29, 9097. 

TABLE I 

HPLC retention times of SEQ ID NO:1 and SEQ ID NO:2 and 
their derivatives 

Approximate 
Retention % CH3CN 
Time needed for 

Entry Oligonucleotide (rnins) elution 

1 d(GAUCT)1 17.00 16 
2 DMTr-d(GAA*CT) 46.18 45 
3 d(GAA*CT), I 39.24 39 
4 I-phospholipid conjugate 22.40 22 
5 I-O phenathroline conjugate 26.30 26 
6 I-Fluorescein conjugate 25.90 26 
7 I-Pyrene conjugate 35.5 36 
8 DMI‘r-d(GAA*CT) P = S 46.3 46 

3A normal diester for comparison With entry 3. 
HPLC conditions: C-18 column; linear 1% increase of CH3CN concentra 
tion for every minute. 

EXAMPLE 20 

5‘-O-(S-Trityl-hexylthio)thymidine (Compound 20) 
5‘-Dimethoxytrityl thymidine is treated With 2 equivalents 

of benZyloxymethyl chloride in methylene chloride in the 
presence of excess of diisopropylethylamine. N-3,3‘-O-di 
benZyloxymethyl protected nucleoside is obtained and puri 
?ed by silica column. 5‘-Dimethoxytrityl group is then 
removed by treatment With 80% acetic acid and the product 
is treated With NaH in THE folloWed by adding compound 
1. 5‘-Alkylated compound is obtained and on hydrogenolysis 
the benZyloxymethyl groups are removed. The compound is 
then phosphitylated and used to synthesiZe oligonucleotides 
having a 5‘-thiol linker built in the nucleoside. 
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EXAMPLE 21 

Synthesis of 3‘-thiol Terminal Oligonucleotide Via 
2‘-O-(S-trityl Hexyl Mercaptan Linker) And 3‘-O 

(S-trityl-hexyl-mercaptan) Linker 

Compound 17 is used to synthesiZe an oligonucleotide 
With the folloWing sequence, GCATA*, Where modi?ed 
adenosine is directly attached to CPG. The resultant oligo 
nucleotide has a nucleotide With a thiol tether 2‘-O—(CH2) 
5—S—Tr group at the 3‘-end of the oligonucleotide. 

Similarly, nucleoside 9 Was attached to Control Pore 
Glass according to Example 6 and used for oligonucleotide 
synthesis. The product oligonucleotide has a nucleotide at 
the 3‘ terminal Which has a 3‘-O—(CH2)6—S—Tr group. 

EXAMPLE 22 

A. Determination of Cellular Uptake and Activity of Thiol 
Linker Containing Oligonucleotide 

This is determined by the inhibition of ICAM-1 utiliZing 
the method of Chiang, et al., J. Biol. Chem. 1991, 266 
18162. 

ICAM-1 Assay: ICAM-1 expression on the cell surface 
Was determined by ELISA using cells groWn to con?uence 
in 96-Well plates. Cells Were Washed three times With 
Dulbecco’s phosphate-buffered saline and ?xed for 20 min 
utes in 2% formaldehyde diluted in Dulbecco’s PBS. The 
cells Were Washed three times With Dulbecco’s PBS, 
blocked for 1 hour at 37° C. With 2% bovine serum albumin 
in Dulbecco’s PBS, and incubated With ICAM-1 mono 
clonal antibody 84H10 (0.5 pig/ml) for 1 hour at 37° C. 
Antibody bound to the cells Was determined by incubation 
With a 1:1000 dilution of biotinylated goat anti-mouse IgG 
folloWed by incubation With a 1:1000 dilution of 
B-galactosidase-conjugated streptavidin. The plates Were 
developed With 100 pl of 3.3 mM chlorophenolred-B-D 
galactopyranoside in 50 mM sodium phosphate, 1.5 mM 
MgCl2, pH 7.0. Product formed Was detected by absorbance 
at 575 nm. The data Were expressed as percent control 
activity, Which Was calculated as described by Chiang, et al., 
in the above reference. 

Oligonucleotide Treatment of Cells: Cells Were Washed 
three times With pti-MEM preWarmed to 37° C. Opti-MEM 
containing either 10 pig/ml DOTMA solution (HUVEC) or 
20 mg/ml DOTMA solution (A549 cels) Was added to each 
Well of the plate (100 pl). Oligonucleotides Were steriliZed 
by centrifugation through 0.2 pM Centrex cellulose acetate 
?lters. Oligonucleotides Were added as 20>< stock solution to 
the Wells and incubated for 4 hours at 37° C. and then 
stimulated With the appropriate cytokine for 14—16 hours as 
indicated. ICAM-1 expression Was determined as described 
above. 
SEQ ID NO:3 is used in the above assay to assess its effect 

on ICAM expression. It is seen that the oligonucleotide 
effectively inhibits ICAM protein synthesis. 

B. RNA Cleavage Assay Using Oligonucleotide Contain 
ing Thiol Linker 
SEQ ID NO:4 is thiol deprotected and conjugated to 

O-phenanthroline reagent. The conjugate is targeted against 
5‘-capped RNA of the ICAM system. The hybrid is incu 
bated at 37° C. over a 48 hour period in the presence of 
excess Cu(II) salt under buffered conditions. Analysis of the 
reaction by gel electrophoresis (as described by Baker, J. 
Am. Chem. Soc. 1993, 115, 3378) demonstrate that the 
oligonucleotide-O-phenanthroline-Cu complex cleave the 
target RNA strand. 
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EXAMPLE 23 

DerivatiZed Linked Nucleosides, i.e. 
Oligonucleotides, Having Cross-Linkable Thio 

Moieties 

An oligonucleotide of the sequence 
A*TC GGC TTT TGC CGA* T SEQ. ID NO. 5 

Wherein * denotes an adenosine nucleotide modi?ed to 
include a 2‘-O-hexylthio linker Was prepared in a 10 pMol 
scale using the procedure of Example 18. Compound 11 of 
Example 5 Was used to introduce the modi?ed adenosine 
nucleotide at the indicated positions. Oxidation Was effected 
using t-BuOOH. The mercaptan groups of the modi?ed 
nucleotides Were protect via triphenylmethyl groups. 

EXAMPLE 24 

DerivatiZed Linked Nucleosides, i.e. 
Oligonucleotides, Cross-Linked Via Thio 

DerivatiZed Nucleosides to Form Hairpin Structure 

The oligonucleotide of Example 23 Was cross-linked to 
form a hairpin structure utiliZing 2‘-O—(CH2)6—S—S— 
(CH2)6—O-2‘linkages diagonally across the Watson-Crick 
(WC) based paired oligonucleotide. To effect crosslinking, 
40 ods (optical density units) of the oligonucleotide of 
Example 23 Was taken in 1 mL of 0.1M TEAA and 150 pL 
of 1M AgNO3 Was added. After 30 minutes 200 ML of 1M 
DTT solution Was added, vortexed thoroughly and left aside 
for 10 minutes. The reaction mixture Was then loaded into a 
previously prepared Sephadex G-25 column to remove the 
small molecule reagents. The fate of oligonucleotide Was 
followed by reverse HPLC. A peak A corresponding to the 
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starting oligonucleotide Was identi?ed. Due to the presence 
of tWo triphenylmethyl groups, peak A Was very lipophilic 
and had a high retention time (approximately 37 mins). An 
earlier eluting peak (approximately 23 minutes), peak B, 
corresponded to the oligonucleotide having free —SH 
groups. A further peak, peak C, eluted at approximately 22 
minutes from the sephadex column. Crosslinking of peak B 
to peak C is favored or triggered by the base pairs above and 
beloW the linkage. After about 1 hour, the peak B completely 
disappears to the product, peak C. 

To con?rm that peak C Was the crosslinked product, pure 
C Was treated With 1M DTT (5 ods in 0.5 mL) and analyZed 
for its reversal back to B. The crosslink seems to be a robust 
linkage presumably due to the WC base pairs. After 1 or 2 
hrs, there Was no reaction; hoWever after standing overnight, 
C Was converted back to an equilibrium mixture of B and C 
in Which B predominates (>70%). After 24 hrs, C Was 
completely convert back to B. 

To further con?rm the crosslinked structure, the product 
crosslinked oligonucleotide Was melted in 10 mM NaCl. The 
observed “Tm” Was >90° C. In higher salt concentrations the 
crosslinked hairpin oligonucleotide did not melt. 

Disul?de crosslinked oligonucleotides prepared as per 
this example, have application as decoy oligonucleotides 
(“sense approach”) to target nucleic acid binding sites of 
proteins and transcription factors. As such, these disul?de 
linkages are substrates for reductases in the biological 
systems. The released mercaptans can covalently link to 
cysteine residues of the target proteins and can cause per 
manent inactivation. In a similar approach, they can also be 
used to trap and study protein-antisense oligonucleotide 
complexes. 

SEQUENCE LISTING 

(1) GENERAL INFORMATION: 

(iii) NUMBER OF SEQUENCES: 5 

(2) INFORMATION FOR SEQ ID NO:1 : 

(i) SEQUENCE CHARACTERISTICS: 
(A) LENGTH: 5 base pairs 
(B) TYPE: nucleic acid 
(c) STRANDEDNESS: single 
(D) TOPOLOGY: linear 

(ii) MOLECULE TYPE: DNA (genomic) 

(ix) FEATURE: 
(A) NAME/KEY: miscifeature 
(B) LOCATION: 3 
(D) OTHER INFORMATION: /note= 

"2 ' —O-thiol modified-2 ' —deoxyadenosine" 

(xi) SEQUENCE DESCRIPTION: SEQ ID NO:1 : 

GAACT 

(2) INFORMATION FOR SEQ ID NO:2 : 

(i) SEQUENCE CHARACTERISTICS: 
(A) LENGTH: 5 base pairs 
(B) TYPE: nucleic acid 
(c) STRANDEDNESS: single 
(D) TOPOLOGY: linear 
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-continued 

(ii) MOLECULE TYPE: DNA (genomic) 

(ix) FEATURE: 
(A) NAME/KEY: miscifeature 
(B) LOCATION: 3 

(D) OTHER INFORMATION: /note= 
"2 '—O—thiol modified-2 '—deoxyadenosine" 

(xi) SEQUENCE DESCRIPTION: SEQ ID NO:2: 

GAACT 5 

(2) INFORMATION FOR SEQ ID NO: 3: 

(i) SEQUENCE CHARACTERISTICS: 
(A) LENGTH: 18 base pairs 
(B) TYPE: nucleic acid 

(c) sTRANDEDNEss: single 
(D) TOPOLOGY: linear 

(ii) MOLECULE TYPE: DNA (genomic) 

(ix) FEATURE: 
(A) NAME/KEY: miscifeature 
(B) LOCATION: 5 

(D) OTHER INFORMATION: /note= 
"2 '—O—thiol modified-2 '—deoxyadenosine" 

(xi) SEQUENCE DESCRIPTION: SEQ ID NO:3: 

TGGGAGCCAT AGCGAGCC l8 

(2) INFORMATION FOR SEQ ID NO: 4: 

(i) SEQUENCE CHARACTERISTICS: 
(A) LENGTH: 22 base pairs 
(B) TYPE: nucleic acid 
(c) sTRANDEDNEss: single 
(D) TOPOLOGY: linear 

(ii) MOLECULE TYPE: DNA (genomic) 

(ix) FEATURE: 
(A) NAME/KEY: miscifeature 
(B) LOCATION: 20 

(D) OTHER INFORMATION: /note= 
"2 '—O—thiol modified-2 '—deoxyadenosine" 

(xi) SEQUENCE DESCRIPTION: SEQ ID NO:4: 

TCTGAGTAGC AGAGGAGCTA AG 22 

(2) INFORMATION FOR SEQ ID NO:5: 

(i) SEQUENCE CHARACTERISTICS: 
(A) LENGTH: 16 base pairs 
(B) TYPE: nucleic acid 
(c) sTRANDEDNEss: single 
(D) TOPOLOGY: linear 

(ii) MOLECULE TYPE: DNA (genomic) 

(ix) FEATURE: 
(A) NAME/KEY: miscifeature 
(B) LOCATION: 1 

(D) OTHER INFORMATION: /note= 

"2 '—O—thiol modified-2 '—deoxyadenosine" 
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-continued 

(ix) FEATURE: 
(A) NAME/KEY: miscifeature 
(B) LOCATION: 15 
(D) OTHER INFORMATION! /note= 

"2 '—O—thiol modified-2 '—deoxyadenosine" 

(xi) SEQUENCE DESCRIPTION: SEQ ID NO:5: 

ATCGGCTTTT GCCGAT 16 

What is claimed is: 
1. Amethod comprising the step of contacting a biological 

sample suspected of containing an RNA With a compound 
comprising a plurality of linked nucleosides, Wherein: 

each nucleoside comprises a ribofuranosyl sugar portion 
and a base portion; and 

at least one of said nucleosides bears at a 2‘-O-position, a 

3‘-O-position, or a 5‘-O-position a substituent having 
formula: 

Where: 

RS has formula RA, RA—C(O)—Q—RA, RA—Q—RA— 
Q—RA; 

each RA is independently selected from alkyl having from 
1 to about 10 carbon atoms; 

each Q is independently selected from the group of NH, 
O, and S; 

R1 is H or a thiol protecting group or has formula S—R2, 

CH2C(O)—NH—R2, CH2—CH=CH—C(O)—R2, 
—CH2—CH2—NH—S(O)2—R2, or (maleimido)-R2; 
and 

R2 comprises a steroid molecule, a reporter molecule, a 
lipophilic molecule, a reporter enZyme, a peptide, a 
protein, a reporter group, an alkylator, an intercalator, 
a cell receptor binding molecule, a croWn ether, a 
croWn amine, a porphyrin, a crosslinking agent, a 
peptide nucleic acid, or a thiol attached to a poly 
(ethylene glycol). 

2. The method of claim 1 Wherein more than one of said 

nucleosides bears said substituent at a 2‘-O-position, a 
3‘-O-position, or a 5‘-O-position. 

3. The method of claim 1 Wherein RA is (CH2)n Where n 
is an integer from 1 to about 10. 

4. The method of claim 3 Wherein n is 6. 
5. The method of claim 1 Wherein R1 is H or trityl. 
6. The method of claim 1 Wherein R1 is S—R2 and R2 is 

thiocholesterol. 
7. The method of claim 1 Wherein R1 is CH2C(O)—NH— 

R2 and R2 is o-phenanthroline. 
8. The method of claim 1 Wherein R1 is phospholipid 

maleimido, ?uorescein maleimido, or pyrene maleimido. 
9. Amethod comprising the step of contacting a biological 

sample suspected of containing an RNA With a compound 
comprising a plurality of linked nucleosides, Wherein: 

each nucleoside comprises a ribofuranosyl sugar portion 
and a base portion; and 
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at least one of said nucleosides bears at a 5-pyrimidine 
position or at a 2-, 6-, or 8-purine position a substituent 
having formula: 

Wherein: 

each RA is independently alkyl having from 1 to about 10 
carbon atoms; 

Q is NH, O, or S; 
R1 is H or a thiol protecting group or has formula S—R2, 

CH2C(O)—NH—R2, CH2—CH=CH—C(O)—R2, 
—CH2—CH2—NH—S(O)2—R2, or (maleimido)-R2; 
and 

R2 comprises a steroid molecule, a reporter molecule, a 
lipophilic molecule, a reporter enZyme, a peptide, a 
protein, a reporter group, an alkylator, an intercalator, 
a cell receptor binding molecule, a croWn ether, a 
croWn amine, a porphyrin, a crosslinking agent, a 
peptide nucleic acid, or a thiol attached to a poly 
(ethylene glycol); 

provided that a 6-purine substituent does not have formula 
—NH—RA—S—R1 When R1 is H or a thiol protecting 
group. 

10. The method of claim 9 Wherein more than one of said 
nucleosides bears said substituent at a 5 -pyrimidine position 
or at a 2-, 6-, or 8-purine position. 

11. The method of claim 9 Wherein RA is (CH2)n Where n 
is an integer from 1 to about 10. 

12. The method of claim 11 Wherein n is 6. 
13. The method of claim 9 Wherein R1 is H or trityl. 
14. The method of claim 11 Wherein said nucleoside bears 

at a 5-pyrimidine position a substituent having formula 
—CE C—CH2—NH—C(O)—(CH2),,—S—R 1 . 

15. The method of claim 11 Wherein said nucleoside bears 
at a 5-pyrimidine position a substituent having formula 
—CH= CH—C(O)—NH—(CH2),,—S—R1 . 

16. The method of claim 11 Wherein said nucleoside bears 
at a 2- or 8-purine position a substituent having formula 

—NH—(CH2)n—S—R 1 . 
17. A method comprising the step of contacting a bio 

logical sample suspected of containing an RNA With a 
compound comprising a plurality of linked nucleosides, 
Wherein: 

each nucleoside comprises a ribofuranosyl sugar portion 
and a base portion; and 

at least tWo of said nucleosides are bound by a linkage 
having formula: 
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Q is NH, O, or S; 
RA is alkyl having from 1 to about 10 carbon atoms; 
R1 is H or a thiol protecting group or has formula S—R2, 

CH2C(O)—NH—R2, CH2—CH=CH—C(O)—R2, 
—CH2—CH2—NH—S(O)2—R2, or (maleimido)-R2; 
and 

R2 comprises a steroid molecule, a reporter molecule, a 
lipophilic molecule, a reporter enZyme, a peptide, a 
protein, a reporter group, an alkylator, an intercalator, 
a cell receptor binding molecule, a croWn ether, a 
croWn amine, a porphyrin, a crosslinking agent, a 
peptide nucleic acid, or a thiol attached to a poly 
(ethylene glycol); 

provided that Q is not NH When R1 is H or a thiol protecting 
group. 

18. The method of claim 17 Wherein RA is (CH2)n Where 
n is an integer from 1 to about 10. 

19. The method of claim 18 Wherein n is 6. 
20. The method of claim 18 Wherein R1 is H or trityl. 
21. The method of claim 18 Wherein said nucleosides are 

bound by a linkage having formula —O—CH2—P[O][S— 
(CH2)n—S—R1]—O—. 
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22. A method comprising the step of contacting a bio 

logical sample suspected of containing an RNA With a 
compound having formula: 

Where: 

L1 is a leaving group; 
RA is alkyl having 1 to about 10 carbon atoms; and 
RM is an acid labile thiol protecting group. 
23. The method of claim 22 having formula Br—(CH2) 

n—R1a' 
24. The method of claim 1 further comprising detecting 

the presence or absence of hybridiZation betWeen said RNA 
and said compound. 

25. The method of claim 9 further comprising detecting 
the presence or absence of hybridiZation betWeen said RNA 
and said compound. 

26. The method of claim 17 further comprising detecting 
the presence or absence of hybridiZation betWeen said RNA 
and said compound. 

27. The method of claim 22 further comprising detecting 
the presence or absence of hybridiZation betWeen said RNA 
and said compound. 


