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APPARATUS FOR PACKAGING 
ELECTRONICS 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates generally to apparatus for 
packaging electronics, and speci?cally to an apparatus for 
packaging electronics, the apparatus having improved 
mechanical integrity. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

In the ?eld of packaging electronic elements, many break 
throughs have been made to provide smaller, lighter, and 
more poWerful products. The advent of sub-micron solid 
state technologies has alloWed designers and manufactures 
to place a groWing density of electronics in a smaller space, 
yet there are limitations. 

One design constraint in the area of electronics packaging 
relates to providing more efficient, yet smaller energy 
sources. Another design constraint relates to shielding vari 
ous sub-systems from electromagnetic interference from 
other sub-systems When all of the sub-systems must share a 
common closely compacted electronic package. 

Presently there are viable design tradeoffs available, but 
the multi-purpose use of existing components could enhance 
the continued trend toWard smaller, lighter, and more poW 
erful electronic elements. What is needed are multi 
functional components that support this trend While main 
taining mechanical integrity in the packaging. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The features of the present invention that are believed to 
be novel are set forth With particularity in the appended 
claims. HoWever, the invention together With further advan 
tages thereof, may best be understood by reference to the 
accompanying draWings, Wherein: 

FIG. 1 is a diagram for an electronics packaging apparatus 
in accordance With the instant invention; 

FIG. 2 is a diagram of an energy storage apparatus in 
accordance With the instant invention; 

FIG. 3 is a diagram displaying an oblique vieW of the 
energy storage apparatus in accordance With the instant 
invention; 

FIG. 4 is a prior art representation of an exemplary 
subscriber unit from a perspective vieW; 

FIG. 5 is a diagram of an exemplary subscriber unit SU 
in accordance With the instant invention; and 

FIG. 6 is an electrical block diagram of the subscriber unit 
in accordance With the instant invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF A PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

The present invention relates to an apparatus for packag 
ing electronic devices. These electronic devices preferably 
are arranged to provide ef?cient use of limited energy 
resources as Well as reliable grounding and shielding capa 
bilities. 
A preferred apparatus embodiment is an apparatus for 

packaging electronics, the apparatus having improved 
mechanical integrity, the apparatus comprising: an energy 
storage apparatus for providing poWer; an electronic 
assembly, having an irregular surface lying in close prox 
imity to said energy storage apparatus; and a spacing 
apparatus, mechanically coupled to said energy storage 
apparatus, having a ?rst surface coincident With the irregular 
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2 
surface. The spacing apparatus preferably comprises a resil 
ient material With insulating properties. The energy storage 
apparatus preferably comprises a ?rst conductive surface 
and a second conductive surface separated by a dielectric 
material. The energy storage alternatively provides a con 
ductive surface of Zero potential reference for the electronic 
assembly. Also, the energy storage apparatus provides elec 
trostatic protection for the electronic assembly. In one form, 
the energy storage apparatus is a capacitor. In another form, 
the energy storage apparatus is a battery. 
An alternative apparatus embodiment is a subscriber unit 

(SU) having improved mechanical integrity, the subscriber 
unit comprising: an energy storage element for providing 
poWer; an electronic assembly, having an irregular surface 
lying in close proximity to said energy storage element, 
comprising a radio frequency system; a spacing element, 
mechanically coupled to said energy storage element, hav 
ing a ?rst surface coincident With the irregular surface; and 
a processing system coupled to the electronic assembly and 
programmed to control the energy storage element and the 
electronic assembly. The spacing element of the subscriber 
unit preferably comprises a resilient material With insulating 
properties. The energy storage element of the subscriber unit 
preferably comprises a ?rst conductive surface and a second 
conductive surface separated by a dielectric material. The 
energy storage element of the subscriber unit alternatively 
provides a conductive surface of Zero potential reference for 
the electronic assembly. Also, the energy storage element of 
the SU provides electrostatic protection for the electronic 
assembly. In one form, the energy storage element of the SU 
is a capacitor. In another form, the energy storage element of 
the SU is a battery. The radio frequency system of the SU 
preferably comprises a receiver. Alternatively, the radio 
frequency system of the SU comprises a transmitter. 
The FIG. 1 diagram of an electronic device in accordance 

With the instant invention depicts, by Way of example, an 
apparatus 100 for packaging electronics such as can be used 
With a conventional communications system. The apparatus 
100 for packaging electronics comprises an energy storage 
apparatus 110 for providing poWer to the electronics device 
in conjunction With a primary cell energy source or a 
rechargeable energy source not depicted in the FIG. 1 
example. The energy storage apparatus lies in close prox 
imity With a conventional electronic assembly 120 having an 
irregular surface. The electronic assembly 120 comprises 
knoWn discrete and solid-state electronic components and 
sub-systems. The electronic assembly 120 comprises a ?rst 
electronic assembly 122 and a second electronic assembly 
124. The ?rst electronic assembly 122 and the second 
electronic assembly 124 are exemplary of distinctive elec 
tronic sub-systems that are routinely separated due to design 
constraints. The perspective vieW of FIG. 1 depicts by 
example an irregular surface 126 on a ?rst surface of the 
second electronic assembly 124. The irregular surface 126 
lies in close proximity to a second surface of the energy 
storage apparatus 110. The reader can appreciate that the 
second side of the ?rst electronic assembly 122 that is not 
directly visible in the perspective vieW of FIG. 1 also has an 
irregular surface similar to the irregular surface 126. The 
irregular surface on the ?rst electronic assembly 122 is 
mirrored by recesses 136 formed in the surface 132 of a 
spacing apparatus 130 depicted by example in FIG. 1. 
The spacing apparatus 130 comprises a resilient material 

With insulating properties. The spacing apparatus 130 pref 
erably encloses multiple sides of the energy storage appa 
ratus 110. This collocation or mechanical coupling betWeen 
the energy storage apparatus 110 and the spacing apparatus 
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130 provides a best mode for the instant invention in terms 
of shielding, grounding, and sourcing energy for the appa 
ratus for packaging electronics. Since the spacing apparatus 
130 has a ?rst surface 132 coincident With the irregular 
surface of the ?rst electronic assembly 122, the spacing 
apparatus 130 advantageously provides mechanical shock 
insulation for the ?rst electronic assembly 122 and the 
energy storage apparatus 110. This mechanical shock insu 
lation is also anticipated due to the effect of the spacing 
apparatus 130 coincident With the explicitly depicted irregu 
lar surface 126 of the second electronic assembly 124. The 
?rst and second conductive surfaces of the energy storage 
apparatus 110 advantageously provide shielding betWeen the 
?rst and second the electronic assemblies 122, 124. More 
ef?cient containment of the energy Within the distinct por 
tions of the electronic assembly 120 provides an enhance 
ment in electronic efficiency. With improved shielding, the 
apparatus 100 may be reduced in siZe, resulting in an 
improvement in mechanical integrity. Apractical implemen 
tation spacing apparatus 130 in light of the instant invention 
is preferably based on a D-1110 shock absorbent rubber 
designed and distributed primarily by E.A.R Specialty 
Composites, of Indianapolis, Ind. 

The preferred combination of the spacing apparatus 130 
and the energy storage apparatus 110 also advantageously 
increases the surface area of available grounding paths 
betWeen the ?rst and second electronic assemblies 122, 124. 
One skilled in the art of electronic packaging utiliZing the 
?rst conductive surface and the second conductive surface of 
the energy storage apparatus 110 coupled With the electronic 
assembly 120 Will appreciate the more ef?cient grounding 
provided by the apparatus 100. 

It is to be understood that the FIG. 1 electronic device is 
exemplary only and that much other equipment not here 
shoWn nor here relevant may be required in a practical 
electronic device. 

The FIG. 2 diagram depicts the energy storage apparatus 
110 When it is not sandWiched in or surrounded by the 
spacing apparatus 130 on multiple sides. This vieW depicts 
the second conductive surface 114 Which, in light of previ 
ously outlined example of the instant invention, lies in close 
proximity to the second electronic assembly 124 of the 
electronic assembly 120 utiliZing the mechanical coupling 
provided by the spacing apparatus 130. In the preferred 
embodiment, the second conductive surface 114 is overlaid 
by the spacing apparatus 130. External leads 202 of the 
energy storage apparatus 110 are shoWn as an illustration but 
not a limitation on hoW the energy storage apparatus 110 
connects electrically to another coupled element. 

The FIG. 3 diagram depicts the energy storage apparatus 
110, displaying an oblique vieW of the ?rst conductive 
surface 112, the location of the dielectric material 116, and 
the exemplary location of the external leads 202. The ?rst 
conductive surface 112 of the energy storage apparatus 110 
lies in close proximity to the ?rst electronic assembly 122 by 
Way of the coupling provided by the spacing apparatus 130. 

The energy storage apparatus 110 is in one form of the 
instant invention, preferably a capacitor. In another form the 
energy storage apparatus 110 is implemented as a battery. 
One of the major design constraints that exists in Wireless 
electronics technologies is the trade-off betWeen a form 
factor strongly in?uenced by the siZe of the energy storage 
apparatuses and the market demand for smaller, lighter 
apparatuses for packaging electronics. The present invention 
provides an additional option in the design of an energy 
source With a reduced form factor. The present invention 
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4 
advantageously results in a potential for more efficient use of 
electronic resources that can lead to a reduced form factor 
yielding improved mechanical integrity. In light of the 
instant invention, the energy storage apparatus implemented 
as a capacitor and as a battery are both preferably based on 
a XTWP11997M Slim Pack designed and distributed pri 
marily by Motorola Energy Systems, of Atlanta, Ga. 
The reader is referred to the FIG. 4 prior art representation 

of an exemplary subscriber unit 400 depicting a smaller 
than-scale vieW of various electronic and mechanical sub 
systems in the absence of the external housing. The location 
402 formed to create a recess in the mechanical assembly 
preferably represents the location of a primary cell energy 
storage apparatus or a rechargeable energy storage appara 
tus. The prior art energy storage apparatus 404 is represen 
tative of generally available Nickel-Cadmium batteries 
based on a 6086552G01 custom-designed three-cell energy 
storage apparatus designed and distributed primarily by 
National PoWer Corporation, of Chicago, Ill. The primary 
cell energy storage apparatus or rechargeable energy storage 
apparatus located at 402 Works in conjunction With the 
Nickel-Cadmium battery 404 to provide poWer to the sub 
scriber unit 400. The reader can appreciate the effect the 
Nickel-Cadmium battery has in determining the total vol 
ume of the subscriber unit 400. 

For a clearer understanding of the inventive principles 
disclosed herein, the reader is referred to the FIG. 5 diagram 
of an exemplary subscriber unit (SU) 500 in accordance With 
the instant invention. Such SUs are commonly called pagers 
or messaging units and are available from Motorola 
Incorporated, of Schaumburg, Ill. It is understood that 
ordinarily available SUs Will be modi?ed in accordance With 
the principles discussed here in accordance With the present 
invention. The SU 500 having improved mechanical integ 
rity depicted, by Way of example, can be used in a conven 
tional communications system. The SU 500 comprises tWo 
energy storage elements 110, 550 for providing poWer to the 
electronics device in conjunction With a primary cell energy 
source or a rechargeable energy source not explicitly 
depicted in the FIG. 5 example. The presence of a second 
energy storage element 550 utiliZing the inventive tech 
niques in conjunction With the ?rst energy storage element 
110 adds value to the subscriber unit 500 by providing 
multi-purpose use for shielding, and the second energy 
storage element 550 provides an additional energy source. 
The energy storage elements 110, 550 operating in conjunc 
tion With spacing elements 130, 540 enhance the operating 
environment of the SU 500, Whereby an improvement in 
mechanical integrity of the subscriber unit is achieved. 

In the SU 500 in accordance With the instant invention, 
the ?rst electronic assembly 122 is preferably a processing 
system. LikeWise, the second electronic assembly 124 pref 
erably is a radio frequency system comprising modules and 
subsystems implementing radio frequency or shorter Wave 
length signaling. As one skilled in the art of electrical design 
can appreciate, the existence of electromagnetic coupling 
betWeen the tWo electronic assemblies 122, 124 is usually 
not a desired result. One knoWs the need to isolate the loWer 
poWer subsystems primarily utiliZing digital signaling of the 
processing system of the ?rst electronic assembly 122 from 
the higher poWer and higher frequency radio frequency 
system of the second electronic assembly 124. The multi 
purpose use of the energy storage elements 110, 550 com 
bined With the spacing elements 130, 540 advantageously 
enhances the shielding betWeen the various elements of the 
electronic assemblies 122, 124. 
The second energy storage element 550 preferably utiliZes 

a second spacing element 540 With exemplary holes drilled 
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through to provide for grounding contacts. One skilled in the 
art Will make use of known techniques to properly utilize the 
additional conductive paths for grounding provided by the 
energy storage elements 110, 550. The SU 500 in accordance 
With the instant invention also preferably utiliZes knoWn 
paints With conductive attributes on the surface of the 
portion of the housing 560 in closest proximity to the second 
energy source element 550 illustrated by example. The 
remainder of the housing for the subscriber unit is not 
depicted for clarity in the draWing, yet it is understood other 
portions of the housing are necessary to complete the 
subscriber unit 500. In one form, the second energy storage 
element 550 can be attached to the housing 560 by some 
attachment means 544 depicted by example. In another 
form, the second energy storage element 550 coupled to 
another spacing element not explicitly depicted can be 
attached to the housing 560 by some form of generally 
knoWn adhesive. The practical implementation of the second 
spacing element 540 in light of the instant invention is 
preferably based on a D-1110 shock absorbent rubber 
designed and distributed primarily by E.A.R Specialty 
Composites, of Indianapolis, Ind. It is to be understood that 
the subscriber unit 500 is exemplary only and that much 
other equipment not here shoWn nor here relevant may be 
required in a practical subscriber unit. 

The capabilities of the energy storage element 110, 550 in 
the preferred form of a capacitor and in the alternative form 
of a battery are knoWn. The energy storage element better 
suited for surface mount electronic assemblies preferably 
can replace the voluminous Nickel-Cadmium source 
depicted in the prior art example of FIG. 4. The combination 
of the energy storage element 110, 550 in conjunction With 
the spacing apparatus advantageously alloWs the SU to 
source more energy to the electronic assembly 120 While 
decreasing the siZe of the SU 500. In addition, the instant 
invention alloWs for multi-purpose use of elements While at 
the same time improving mechanical integrity of the sub 
scriber unit 500. 
As We continue in the discussion of the instant invention, 

the reader is referred to the FIG. 6 electrical block diagram 
of the subscriber unit 500 in accordance With the instant 
invention such as can be used preferably With a conventional 
one-Way or, alternatively, With a tWo-Way communications 
system infrastructure. The subscriber unit 500 comprises an 
antenna 640 for intercepting an outbound message and for 
transmitting an inbound message. The antenna 640 is 
coupled to a conventional receiver 680 for receiving the 
outbound message and is also coupled to a conventional 
transmitter 690 for transmitting the inbound message. The 
conventional receiver 680 and the conventional transmitter 
690 comprise a radio frequency system 124 Within the SU 
500. The receiver 680 and the transmitter 690 comprising 
the radio frequency system 124 are coupled to the ?rst 
electronic assembly 122, Which is a processing system for 
controlling the energy storage element 110, processing the 
outbound and inbound messages, and for controlling the 
second electronic assembly 124 in accordance With the 
instant invention. Auser interface 640 is also coupled to the 
processing system for interfacing With a user. The user 
interface comprises a conventional display 660 for display 
ing the inbound and outbound messages, a conventional 
alert element 680 for alerting the user When the outbound 
message arrives, and a conventional keyboard 620 for user 
input and for controlling the subscriber unit 500. The 
processing system comprises a conventional processor 602 
and a conventional memory 604. The memory 604 com 
prises softWare elements and other variables for program 
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6 
ming the processing system in accordance With the instant 
invention. The memory 604 includes a selective call address 
608 to Which the subscriber unit 500 is responsive, and a 
message processing element 610 for processing inbound and 
outbound messages through Well-knoWn radio messaging 
techniques. The memory 604 further comprises a message 
storage area 612 for storing the inbound and outbound 
messages. In the preferred form of the instant invention, the 
second electronic assembly 124 is a radio frequency system 
comprising the receiver 680. In an alternative form of the SU 
500, the radio frequency system comprises the receiver 680 
as Well as a transmitter 690. The SU 500 also includes the 
energy storage element 110 coupled to the processing sys 
tem for providing poWer. Though not explicitly depicted in 
the FIG. 6 electrical block diagram rendering of the sub 
scriber unit 500, the previously described second energy 
storage element 550 along With the coupled second spacing 
element 540 are understood to further enhance the effects of 
sourcing energy, shielding, and grounding in light of the 
instant invention. It to be understood that the FIG. 6 sub 
scriber unit 500 is exemplary only and that much other 
equipment not here shoWn nor here relevant may be required 
in a practical subscriber unit. 
The reader can appreciate the implementation of the 

instant invention utiliZing the combinations of enhanced 
shielding, grounding, and sourcing energy. A logical result 
Will be an increase in electronic/electrical ef?ciency in a 
more compact form factor Whereby the resultant products 
Will have improved mechanical integrity. It Will be apparent 
to one of ordinary skill in the art that the disclosed invention 
may be modi?ed in numerous Ways and may assume many 
embodiments other than the preferred forms speci?cally set 
out and described above. Accordingly, it is intended by the 
appended claims to cover all modi?cations of the invention 
Which fall Within the true scope of the invention. 
What is claimed is: 
1. An apparatus for packaging electronics, the apparatus 

having improved mechanical integrity, the apparatus com 
prising: 

a ?rst energy storage apparatus for providing poWer, the 
?rst energy storage apparatus comprising a ?rst con 
ductive surface and a second conductive surface sepa 
rated by a ?rst dielectric material; 

a ?rst electronic assembly, having a ?rst irregular surface 
lying in close proximity to said ?rst conductive surface 
of said ?rst energy storage apparatus; 

a ?rst spacing apparatus comprising a resilient insulating 
material, mechanically coupled betWeen said ?rst elec 
tronic assembly and said ?rst conductive surface of said 
?rst energy storage apparatus, and shaped to conform to 
said ?rst irregular surface; 

a second electronic assembly, having a second irregular 
surface lying in close proximity to said second con 
ductive surface of said energy storage apparatus; and 

a second spacing apparatus comprising the resilient insu 
lating material, mechanically coupled betWeen said 
second electronic assembly and said second conductive 
surface of said ?rst energy storage apparatus, and 
shaped to conform to said second irregular surface, 

Wherein said ?rst energy storage apparatus is arranged 
such that it provides electrostatic shielding betWeen 
said ?rst and second electronic assemblies, as Well as 
an electrical ground path for said ?rst and second 
electronic assemblies. 

2. The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising: 
a second energy storage apparatus comprising a third 

conductive surface and a fourth conductive surface 
separated by a second dielectric material; and 
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a third spacing apparatus comprising the resilient insu 
lating material, mechanically coupled betWeen said 
second electronic assembly and said second energy 
storage apparatus, said third spacing apparatus having 
holes drilled through for grounding contacts. 

3. The apparatus of claim 1, Wherein said ?rst energy 
storage apparatus is a capacitor. 

4. The apparatus of claim 1, Wherein said ?rst energy 
storage apparatus is a battery. 

5. A subscriber unit having improved mechanical 
integrity, the subscriber unit comprising: 

a ?rst energy storage element for providing poWer, the 
?rst energy storage element comprising a ?rst conduc 
tive surface and a second conductive surface separated 
by a ?rst dielectric material; 

a ?rst electronic assembly, having a ?rst irregular surface 
lying in close proximity to said ?rst conductive surface 
of said ?rst energy storage element, the ?rst electronic 
assembly comprising a radio frequency system; 

a ?rst spacing element comprising a resilient insulating 
material, mechanically coupled betWeen said ?rst elec 
tronic assembly and said ?rst conductive surface of said 
?rst energy storage element, and shaped to conform to 
said ?rst irregular surface; 

a second electronic assembly, having a second irregular 
surface lying in close proximity to said second con 
ductive surface of said ?rst energy storage element, the 
second electronic assembly comprising a processing 
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system coupled to the ?rst electronic assembly and 
programmed to control the ?rst energy storage element 
and the ?rst electronic assembly; and 

a second spacing element comprising the resilient insu 
lating material, mechanically coupled betWeen said 
second electronic assembly and said second conductive 
surface of said ?rst energy storage element, and shaped 
to conform to said second irregular surface, 

Wherein said ?rst energy storage element is arranged such 
that it provides electrostatic shielding betWeen said ?rst 
and second electronic assemblies, as Well as an elec 
trical ground path for said ?rst and second electronic 
assemblies. 

6. The subscriber unit of claim 5, further comprising: 
a second energy storage element comprising a third con 

ductive surface and a fourth conductive surface sepa 
rated by a second dielectric material; and 

a third spacing element comprising the resilient insulating 
material, mechanically coupled betWeen said second 
electronic assembly and said second energy storage 
element, said third spacing element having holes drilled 
through for grounding contacts. 

7. The subscriber unit of claim 5, Wherein said ?rst energy 
storage element is a capacitor. 

8. The subscriber unit of claim 5, Wherein said ?rst energy 
storage element is a battery. 


