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[57] ABSTRACT 

Communications systems and methods employ receivers 
Which utilize estimators, such as extended Kalman ?lters, to 
estimate a transmitted information signal based only upon 
initial parameters in a transmitter and a single transmitted 
state of the transmitter. This arrangement facilitates the use 
of inherently secure chaotic modulation schemes in the 
transmitter. In one embodiment, one or more parameters of 
nonlinear transmitter elements are modulated With one or 

more information signals to generate a chaotically varying 
transmission signal. A communication scheme knoWn as 
Parameter Division Multiple Access (PDMA) is thus created 
in Which multiple information signals from multiple trans 
mitters can be combined and transmitted to corresponding 
multiple receivers in a single transmission signal. A special 
Kalman ?lter knoWn as a feedback Kalman ?lter is 
employed for separating each receiver’s corresponding por 
tion of the transmitted signal. 

15 Claims, 8 Drawing Sheets 
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COMMUNICATION SYSTEMS AND 
METHODS EMPLOYING RECEIVERS WITH 

ESTIMATORS 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates in general to communication 
systems and methods, particularly those employing chaoti 
cally varying transmission signals, Which incorporate 
receivers using estimators, such as extended Kalman ?lters, 
for estimating the states and parameters in corresponding 
transmitters to facilitate synchroniZation thereWith and 
reception of signals therefrom. 

Being able to synchroniZe tWo or more remote systems 
has applications in communications, control and similar 
?elds. Once synchroniZed, such systems lend themselves to 
various communications techniques. Current methods are 
based on linearity, or regular nonlinear behavior, or require 
that stability restrictions be imposed upon subsystems. 

Nonlinear systems can possess more than a single equi 
librium point; this property can give rise to more complex 
dynamics than is generally observed in linear systems, 
Which possess only a single equilibrium point. Nonlinear 
systems can exhibit stable, unstable, cyclic or chaotic 
behavior, and it is entirely possible that a single nonlinear 
system can exhibit all four types of behavior depending 
upon the choice of operational parameters and/or initial 
conditions. It is also possible that almost every nonlinear 
system has some range of parameters and/or set of initial 
conditions for Which it Will exhibit chaotic behavior. 

Chaotic behavior can be characteriZed by a sensitivity to 
initial conditions, that is, tWo trajectories starting from 
arbitrarily close, but different, initial conditions Will alWays 
diverge from each other as time passes, and eventually 
become completely uncorrelated, although they both con 
tinue to exhibit the same characteristics of behavior. Chaotic 
systems are deterministic systems that exhibit random 
appearing behavior. 

Synchronization of tWo chaotic systems has been 
disclosed, for example, in US. Pat. Nos. 5,245,660 and 
5,379,346 to Pecora, et al., and in US. Pat. No. 5,473,694 
to Carrol, et al., hoWever, their methods are restricted to only 
those systems that can be decomposed into stable sub 
systems. 

In US Pat. No. 5,291,555, Cuomo, et al., tWo methods of 
transmission are disclosed: the ?rst method is to add a signal 
to the chaotic transmitter output, Which is then transmitted 
as a sum of the tWo Wave forms. The signal is recovered at 
the receiver by subtracting the synchroniZed chaotic carrier 
from the received Wave form. The second method is to vary 
a parameter in the transmitter, causing the receiver to lose 
synchroniZation lock temporarily, and then regaining lock 
When the parameter is toggled back, creating a binary bit 
stream of lock-unlock Which is decoded by measuring the 
energy in the error signal. 

The method of adding a message to the chaotic carrier is 
very sensitive With respect to the signal to carrier to noise 
poWer ratios, making it dif?cult to send a message With loW 
enough poWer to avoid detection, yet strong enough to be 
heard above noise. The second method of locking-unlocking 
for bit transmission is also very sensitive With respect to 
additive noise, since the noise appears directly in the error 
signal. 

In 1960, Richard E. Kalman published a paper entitled “A 
NeW Approach to Linear Filtering and Prediction Problems” 
(Journal of Basic Engineering 82D, pp. 35—45, 1960) in 
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2 
Which he disclosed a linear ?ltering technique that can be 
employed for estimating the states of a system based upon 
initial state conditions and measurements of the system over 
time. Devices constructed in accordance With this technique 
became knoWn as Kalman ?lters. Subsequently, this concept 
Was applied to estimation of a system’s parameters in 
addition to its states, and the device for accomplishing this 
became knoWn as the extended Kalman ?lter 
EKFs have been used in a computer simulation to esti 

mate the states of a chaotic system. HoWever, to the inven 
tors’ knowledge, EKFs have never been used in communi 
cation systems for estimating the states and parameters of a 
transmitter and thereby facilitating synchroniZation of a 
receiver With the transmitter. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention provides communication systems 
and methods Which are based upon the use of one or more 
EKFs in a system receiver to facilitate estimation of the 
states and parameters in a transmitter, thereby permitting 
synchroniZation With, and reception of signals from, the 
transmitter. This arrangement is particularly suited for use 
With chaotic system based communication schemes in Which 
only the initial parameters of the transmitter are knoWn to 
the receiver. The EKF provides the means by Which the 
values of the chaotically varying states and/or parameters of 
the transmitter may be estimated based upon its initial 
parameters and measurements of the signals received by the 
receiver. In effect, the EKF acts as the “tuning” device in the 
receiver system Which enables synchroniZation With the 
transmitting system. This arrangement provides inherent 
security for the transmitted information signal since even 
though it does not employ any type of encoding scheme that 
could be deciphered, the signal cannot be detected Without 
actual knowledge of the transmitter’s initial parameters. 
With the EKF as the tuning device in the receiver system, 

a nonconventional communication scheme can be 
employed. More particularly, instead of using a conventional 
frequency or amplitude modulation scheme, parameter 
modulation can be employed in Which the electrical param 
eters of the transmitter are modulated With the information 
signal to be transmitted. For example, a sequence of digital 
pulses can be transmitted by varying an electrical resistance 
in the transmitter betWeen tWo values, one for a binary 1, and 
a second for binary 0. This parameter modulation technique 
can be extended to a scheme for simultaneous transmission 
of multiple signals knoWn as Parameter Division Multiple 
Access (PDMA) in Which tWo or more parameters in the 
transmitter are simultaneously modulated by tWo or more 
corresponding information signals, the resulting signal is 
sent over a single channel, and then all of the levels of the 
modulated parameters are decoded in the receiver to recon 
struct the multiple information signals. 
The PDMA concept can also be used for simultaneous 

transmission of multiple signals from multiple transmitters 
to multiple receivers over a single communication channel 
using the EKF con?guration. In this instance, each receiver 
includes an EKF Which is “tuned” to a corresponding 
transmitter for estimation of that transmitter’s signal. Since 
this signal is combined With the signals from other 
transmitters, the estimations generated by all of the other 
EKFs must be subtracted from the transmitted signal before 
it is fed as input to the corresponding receiver’s EKF. All of 
the EKFs are connected in this feedback manner and are thus 
collectively referred to as a Feedback Kalman Filter 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The features and advantages of the present invention Will 
become apparent from the folloWing detailed description of 
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a number of preferred embodiments thereof, taken in con 
junction With the accompanying drawings, in Which: 

FIG. 1 is a schematic block diagram of a communication 
system constructed in accordance With a ?rst preferred 
embodiment of the present invention in Which a receiver is 

provided Which employs an Extended Kalman Filter for synchroniZation With a transmitter; 

FIGS. 2A—2D are graphs shoWing the synchroniZation 
process employed by the EKF to estimate the error of three 
transmitter states, and thereby estimate the identity of the 
transmitted signal; 

FIGS. 3A—3D are graphs illustrating a transmitted pulse 
resulting from modulation of a transmitter parameter, alpha, 
an estimate of the transmitted pulse using the receiver of 
FIG. 1, and the estimated error betWeen the tWo, on a noise 
free channel in FIGS. 3A and 3B, and on a channel Where 
noise is injected 20 dB doWn from the signal in FIGS. 3C 
and 3D; 

FIG. 4A is a graph illustrating sWitching of a transmitter 
parameter, alpha, among ?ve different values for modulation 
of a transmitter signal to facilitate M-ary communication, 
and also shoWs the estimate of alpha generated by the 
receiver circuit of FIG. 1; 

FIG. 4B shoWs the transmitted signal generated by the 
transmitter in response to modulation by alpha of FIG. 4A; 

FIGS. 4C and 4D are graphs illustrating the frequency 
spectrums for no transmission and transmission, 
respectively, using the parameter modulation communica 
tion technique; 

FIG. 5A is a graph of a ?rst varying parameter, alpha, 
employed in a parameter division multiple access (PDMA) 
communication scheme in accordance With another pre 
ferred embodiment of the present invention, and also shoWs 
the resulting estimate of alpha generated by an EKF-based 
receiver; 

FIG. 5B is a graph illustrating a second varying 
parameter, gamma, Which is to be combined With alpha 
illustrated in FIG. 5A, and also shoWs the resulting estimate 
of gamma generated by the EKF-based receiver; 

FIG. 5C is a graph of the resulting transmitted signal 
modulated With alpha and gamma of FIGS. 5A and 5B; 

FIG. 5D is a graph illustrating the poWer spectrum of the 
PDMA embodiment of the present invention; 

FIG. 6 is a schematic block diagram of a multiple trans 
mitter and receiver communication system constructed in 
accordance With another preferred embodiment of the 
present invention Which employs multiple Kalman ?lters 
connected in a feedback arrangement, the combination of 
?lters being knoWn as a feedback Kalman ?lter 

FIGS. 7A and 7B are graphs illustrating sample pulse 
trains generated by ?rst and second chaotic systems, a 
Duf?ng system and a Rossler system, including the esti 
mates of the pulse trains generated by an EKF-based 
receiver; 

FIG. 7C is a graph illustrating the transmitted signal Wave 
form generated by a transmitter in response to the combined 
signals of FIGS. 7A and 7B; 

FIG. 8A is a graph illustrating three sample parameters 
employed in a multiple transmitter, multiple access commu 
nication system, including the estimates of those parameters 
generated by corresponding EKF-based receivers; and 

FIG. 8B is a graph illustrating the transmitted signal 
resulting from modulation of a plurality of transmitters, each 
With a corresponding one of the parameters of FIG. 8A. 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

Referencing the draWings, FIG. 1 illustrates a communi 
cation system 10 Which incorporates the basic concepts of 
the present invention and comprises a ?rst preferred embodi 
ment thereof. The system 10 includes a transmitter 12 Which 
receives an information signal U(t) to be transmitted, and 
modulates the signal in accordance With a suitable modula 
tion scheme. Although any modulation scheme can be 
employed by the transmitter 12, the system 10 is particularly 
Well suited for use With chaotic modulation schemes in 
Which the information signal is used to modulate parameters 
Within the transmitter 12. A particular advantage of such a 
scheme is that it is inherently secure because the scheme 
cannot be detected Without actual knoWledge of the initial 
parameters of the transmitter 12. An eXample of a chaotic 
modulation scheme is discussed beloW in conjunction With 
FIG. 3 in Which one or more nonlinear parameters in the 
transmitter 12, such as resistances, inductances or 
capacitances, are modulated by the input signal information. 
The transmitter 12 includes a suitable transmitter circuit 

14 Which is comprised of a plurality of circuit elements 
necessary to implement the chaotic or other modulation 
scheme. These elements may include electrical resistors, 
capacitors, inductors, diodes and numerous digital circuit 
elements, many of Which are preferably nonlinear to achieve 
the desired chaotic behavior. The details of such circuits are 
Well knoWn in the art, and it should be understood that the 
present invention is not limited to use With any particular 
transmitter circuit. 
A plurality of initial conditions 16 is fed into the trans 

mitter circuit 14 at transmitter start up Which can be used to 
initialiZe the transmitter’s energy related states (voltages and 
currents) and electrical parameters (resistances, capaci 
tances and inductances). The initial electrical parameters are 
particularly important When the transmitter circuit 14 is 
based on a chaotic system because they are necessary for use 
by a corresponding receiver to generate an estimation of the 
transmitter’s signal, thereby facilitating synchroniZation 
thereWith. 
Once it is operating, the transmitter circuit 14 modulates 

the information signal U(t) and generates a multiple state 
transmitter signal To maintain compatibility With con 
ventional communication systems, and to insure security of 
the transmitted signal, it is desired that only a single state of 
the transmitter 12 be transmitted. For this reason, a ?rst 
demultipleXer 18 or other suitable selecting circuit is 
employed to select a single state, Z(t), to be transmitted. 

Z(t) is transmitted to a receiver 20 Which comprises a 
number of circuit elements, the most notable of Which is an 
estimator, preferably an EKF 22, to be described in greater 
detail beloW. Although other types of estimators may be 
employed, such as a maXimum likelihood estimator or a 

least squares estimator, for eXample, the use of the EKF 22 
is preferred because of its robustness, Well de?ned diver 
gence characteristics and Well behaved local properties 
Which make the EKF 22 particularly Well suited for use in 
estimating chaotic nonlinear systems. In the receiver 20, Z(t) 
is ?rst fed into a ?rst conventional sample and hold (S/H) 
circuit 24 Which periodically samples Z(t), thereby gener 
ating Z(k), and holds this value for a predetermined amount 
of time. Z(k) is then fed through a preamble protocol 
sWitching circuit 26 Which controls application of Z(k) to the 
EKF 22 and a subtractor 28. The purpose of the preamble 
protocol sWitching circuit 26 is discussed in greater detail 
later. 
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The EKF 22 includes a subtractor 30 Which receives Z(k) 
on a “+” input. The subtractor 30 is employed to generate a 
?rst error signal ep(k) Which is employed by an update 
software program or hardWare circuit 32 to generate an 
estimate Xu(k) of the transmitter signal X(t) through Kalman 
based estimation techniques employing the knoWn param 
eter values and a mathematical model of the transmitter 12, 
as Well as the error signal ep(k) generated as a result of one 
or more previous estimations. 

Xu(k) is fed through a D/A converter 34, and the resulting 
analog signal is employed to adjust electrical parameters in 
a receiver circuit 36. Receiver circuit 36 is, in essence, a 
physical model of the transmitter circuit 14, hoWever, 
employs circuit elements With parameters Which are adjust 
able in response to Xu(k), and generates another version of 
an estimated transmitter signal knoWn as Xp(t). XPQ is 
?nally decoded in a decoder 38 to generate an estimate U(t) 
of the transmitted information signal U(t) as output of the 
receiver 20. 

Xp(t) is also fed through another demultiplexer 40 for 
generating Zp(t), Which is thenA directed to a second S/H 
circuit 42 for generating Zp(k). Zp(k) is fed to the “—” input 
of the subtractor 30 so that it may be subtracted from Z(k), 
thereby generating ep(k) for input to the update softWare/ 
hardWare 32. 

To insure proper synchroniZation betWeen the transmitter 
12 and the receiver 20, Xu(k) is also fed from the update 
softWare/hardWare 32 through a third demultiplexer 44 
Which generates 2,,(k), and applies this parameter to the “—” 
input of the subtractor 28 to subtract Zu(k) from Z(k), 
thereby generating e(k). The error value e(k) is periodically 
sampled by, and stored in, a synchroniZation detector circuit 
46 Which compares a currently received e(k) With a previ 
ously received e(k) to determine if the error value is being 
maintained Within predetermined limits over time, thereby 
con?rming proper synchroniZation of the receiver 20 to the 
transmitter 12. If the error value is not maintained Within 
predetermined limits, the synchroniZation detector circuit 46 
can be designed to generate an indication that synchroniZa 
tion has been lost. This can be used, for example, to reset the 
EKF 22 so that the receiver 20 can attempt to resynchroniZe 
With the transmitter 12. 

To demonstrate hoW the receiver 20 synchroniZes With the 
transmitter 12 through use of the EKF 22, consider the 
folloWing differential equation that represents an electrical 
circuit as Well as having electro-mechanical analogue: 

This equation is knoWn as the Duf?ng equation to those 
skilled in the art; the state X and its time derivatives represent 
voltages and currents as functions of time, the parameters 
ot,[3and 6 represent values of circuit elements, y is the gain 
and u) is the frequency of the driving oscillator. This can be 
re-Written in “almost linear” state space form as: 

(2) 561(1) 0 l O O xlg) 

562(1) 11 — ,Bx?t) 6 y 0 x2(l) 
X : = 

f( (n) m) 0 0 0 a) x30) 

x40) 0 0 —w 0 164(1) 

This system is chosen as being representative of a large class 
of dynamical systems and has both rich dynamical behavior 
and enough parameters to make the results non-trivial. This 
system is used in both the transmitter and receiver for this 
teaching. 
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6 
Let the continuous—discrete nonlinear system be de?ned 

as: 

With 
X 6%”, Z (3!” 

and Where the input is the process noise sequences 00, With 
mean E{W(k)}=0, and covariance matrices 

Where oil- is the kronecker delta function. 
The state space form of the Duf?ng system permits easy 

application of the extended Kalman ?lter With equation (2) 
as the model for both the transmitter 12 and the receiver 20. 
Let the subscript P denote a value propagated to the current 
time step, and let the subscript U denote that value after it 
has been updated With the current measurement. Let )A(*(k) 
represent the estimate of the true values of the states of the 
transmitter X(k) at the time k, Where * is understood to mean 

P or U, and let P,(k)=E{[X(k)-X*(k)][X(k)—X*(k)]T} be the 
error covariance matrix associated With the error in the 
estimate. The calculations that take place Within the EKF 22 
begin With the propagation of the last updated estimate 
Xp(k—1) from the time k-l up to the time k at Which the 
current measurement is received; this can be represented by 
the folloWing integral: 

This process actually takes place Within the receiver 
circuit 36 and the values of the states are available to the 
update softWare/hardWare 32 that comprises the heart of the 
EKF 22. The folloWing lineariZation takes place each time 
step Within the EKF 22: 

AQZFAVXWPDKXAk-D (5) 

Where 

v, i 
d X 

is the gradient operator. This result is used to form a 
transition matrix for the current time increment: 

XIXUUHJAT) 

Which permits the propagation of the error covariance matrix 
via the Well knoWn Kalman ?lter equations from the time 
k-l to the current time k: 

As the neW measurement is received, the Kalman gain is 
computed: 

K(k)=PP(k)c(k)[C(k)PP(k)CT(k)+R(/¢)T1 (8) 

Which is used to incorporate the neW information into the 
estimate, as Well as update the error covariance matrix: 
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As discussed previously, only a single signal, state one, 
from the Duf?ng system is transmitted, and the rest of the 
internal states must be estimated Within the receiver. The 
observation matrix is: 

C(k)=[1 0 0 O]Vk (11) 

and as a consequence, the residual Z(k)—C)A(p(k) is a scalar. 
As the EKF 22 runs, its estimate of the current values of 

the states and/or parameters is used to update the actual 
values Within the receiver circuit 36. Circuitry to perform 
these kinds of corrections abounds in the prior art, and does 
not, in and of itself, constitute a signi?cant part of the 
present invention. For eXample, variable resistors, capacitors 
and inductors are Well knoWn, and the error signal generated 
by the update softWare/hardWare 32 can be employed to 
actuate electromechanical, or similar, devices, for adjusting 
the parameters of these circuit elements. 

To synchroniZe the transmitter circuit 14 With the receiver 
circuit 36, the input, U(t), is set to Zero, and the transmitter 
circuit 14 is initialiZed to some nonZero state and alloWed to 

run. Atypical set of initial conditions is given by X(O)=[0.10 
0.22-0.48 0.0]T, As the transmitter 12 runs, the output 
Z(t)=CX(t) is sampled and transmitted at the rate of 50 HZ. 
The appropriate state estimate that is calculated Within the 
receiver 20 corresponding to the measurement is Xu(k), and 
the output from the receiver 20 is Zu(k)=C)A(u(k). The 
synchroniZation error betWeen the receiver 20 and transmit 
ter 12 is e(k)=Z(k)—Zu(k). Synchronization is declared to 
have occurred by observing the magnitude of the error 
signal: 

This is a necessary condition, but it is not suf?cient. It is 
not suf?cient because synchroniZation of this state With its 
corresponding state in the receiver 20 does not imply that the 
other states have synchroniZed betWeen transmitter 12 and 
receiver 20. Perfect synchroniZation never occurs because of 
?nite Word length effects and hardWare mismatches, so the 
sampling period must be chosen short enough to minimiZe 
divergence betWeen the transmitter and receiver betWeen 
updates by each neW measurement. 

This also suggests a better test for synchroniZation; since 
chaotic systems gain information With time, the synchroni 
Zation error should be recomputed after several measure 
ments have been deliberately skipped. This strategy Would 
tend to magnify errors due to the mismatch at a rate related 
to the difference betWeen the largest Lyapunov eXponents of 
the tWo systems, that is: 

This test is therefore incorporated into the synchroniZa 
tion preamble protocol sWitching circuit 26 Which periodi 
cally disconnects the Z(k) input to the subtractor 30 in the 
EKF 22 so that multiple samples of e(k) can be compared by 
the synchroniZation detector circuit 46 for synchroniZation 
con?rmation. Since the output of the chaotic transmitter 12 
is subject to ?nite Word length effects and hardWare 
mismatches, the measurement is inherently noisy, and a 
non-Zero noise covariance poWer for R must be chosen. 
Similarly, due to the propagation of the receiver model via 
numerical integration and ?nite Word length, the process 
Was not perfectly represented, and a non-Zero process noise 
poWer must be chosen for Q. 
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FIGS. 2A—2D shoW the successful synchroniZation of 

three of the states in the receiver 20. State four is not shoWn 
because it synchroniZes symmetrically With state three. Note 
that the plots for states tWo and three (FIGS. 2B and 2C, 
respectively) are an artifact permitted by the simulation; 
since only state one is transmitted, the receiver 20 never-has 
knoWledge of the true values of the remaining states. The 
estimation technique employed by the EKF 22 is predicated 
upon the EKF manipulating the energy in the system using 
the energy in the residual to cause the distribution of energy 
in the receiver 20 to match that in the transmitter 12. 

As stated previously, the communication system 10 of 
FIG. 1 can be employed With any modulation scheme, 
hoWever, it is particularly suited for use With schemes based 
upon chaotic systems, since the EKF 22 can produce an 
accurate estimation of a chaotically varying transmission 
signal. Thus, conventional modulation schemes such as 
amplitude modulation and frequency modulation may be 
replaced by another form of modulation knoWn as parameter 
modulation. In parameter modulation, the information signal 
U(t) is employed to modulate one or more electrical 

parameters, including resistances, capacitances and 
inductances, Within the transmitter circuit 14. If the trans 
mitter circuit 14 is chaotic, then the modulation of these 
parameters over a suitable range Will produce a chaotically 
varying transmission signal. 

The EKF approach adapts very Well to estimating the 
value of that parameter that has been sWitched Within the 
transmitter 12; the value of this parameter becomes the 
information carrier—i.e., if the parameter is resistance, then 
a value of nKQ can be decoded as a binary “one” and a value 

of mKQ can be decoded as a binary “Zero” Within the 

receiver 20. The information is thus encoded implicitly 
Within the chaotic carrier Wave form as the shape and 
location of the chaotic attractor is varied Within the trans 
mitter 12. 

Implementation of this strategy Within the receiver 20 is 
straightforWard by simply augmenting the “almost linear” 
set of equations With a state that represents the parameter 
that Will be modulated in the transmitter 12. The model for 
the Duf?ng system Would become: 

(14) X10) 0 1 0 0 0 xlm 

562(1) xsm-pxfm 6 y 0 0 x2(I) 

f(X(l))= 553(1) = 0 0 O a) O XsU) 

X40‘) 0 0 —w 0 0 X40) 

565(1) 0 0 0 0 0 1650) 

Where X5(t)=Aot has become the information carrier and the 
parameter to be estimated. Since no dynamics are associated 
With the sWitching in this model, it is assumed piece-Wise 
constant. The dynamics are statistically transferred to the 
process noise matriX as poWer associated With this term. 
Because the sWitching occurs almost instantly, this repre 
sents the classic division of modeling the loW frequency part 
of the response (DC here) and ignoring the higher frequency 
components. The EKF 22 automatically accounts for this 
change in the system model, and the augmented version of 
equation (5) Will become: 
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0 1 0 0 0 (15) 

25(k-n-3m?k-1) 6 0 21(k-1) 
Ad): 0 0 0 a) 0 

0 0 —w 0 0 

0 0 0 0 0 

When the parameter is switched, it can be decoded Within 
the receiver 20 and interpreted as a Zero or a one. Because 
the range of parameter variation can be very large compared 
to signal to noise ratios, this technique is robust in the 
presence of additive White Gaussian noise. 

FIGS. 3A—3D shoWs binary transmission by varying the 
parameter 0t betWeen {30,335} on a noise free channel in 
FIGS. 3A and 3B, and also on a channel Where noise Was 
injected 20 dB doWn from the signal in FIGS. 3C and 3D. 

The plots of synchroniZation error have the true values of 
the parameter sWitching superimposed upon them. In the 
noise free case, the error transients at parameter sWitching 
remain Well Within the error levels observed in FIGS. 
2A—2D. In the noisy transmission, these errors are not even 
detectable in the noisy signal. Note that several orders of 
magnitude separate the error signal amplitude from the 
parameter modulation, providing for a robust communica 
tion technique. 

This communication strategy can be readily extended, 
since many levels of parameter variation are potentially 
available, M-ary communication is achieved on the channel 
almost trivially. FIGS. 4A and 4B illustrate the parameter 0t 
being sWitched among the values {2.5,2.75,3.0,3.25,3.5}. Of 
particular interest is a comparison of the poWer spectra of the 
unsWitched and sWitched systems illustrated in FIGS. 4C 
and 4D, respectively. It is not apparent that any communi 
cation is taking place, shoWing that even large excursions of 
one of the parameters results in very little movement of the 
attractor and its dynamics. 

It is possible to further augment the system model and 
estimate all of the parameters simultaneously. Estimating all 
of the parameters resolves the parameter mismatch problem, 
and permits communication via parameter estimation to 
proceed even in the presence of signi?cant hardWare mis 
matches. It has a much more profound implication, hoWever. 
It is noW possible to sWitch more than a single parameter in 
the transmitter 12 and decode it in the receiver 20. SWitching 
tWo parameters immediately doubles bandWidth With no 
extra hardWare required. FIGS. 5A—5D illustrate the asyn 
chronous sWitching of tWo parameters, 0t and y, through 
M-ary levels concurrently. 

This represents a neW type of simultaneous multiple 
access of a single channel, in contrast to standard techniques 
of TDMA (Time Division Multiple Access), FDMA 
(Frequency Division Multiple Access), or CDMA (Code 
Division Multiple Access). Since this method relies upon the 
sWitched parameter as the information carrier, it is referred 
to as Parameter Division Multiple Access (PDMA). The ?rst 
unique feature is that this has minimal hardWare 
requirements, since only a single transmitter and a single 
receiver are required. This could be important in satellite 
based communications, Where space and Weight is a pre 
mium. This also Would permit easy redundancy in critical 
applications. 
A second feature is increased bandWidth in a manner akin 

to that achieved by CDMA, but it does not suffer from the 
limitation of code sequence correlation distance. The param 
eters exhibit no particular correlation With each other, but 
clearly there are physical limits to the number of parameters 
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available, as Well as to the permissible range through Which 
they may be sWitched. A third characteristic is security. Not 
only is the chaotic signal extremely difficult to intercept, but 
this interception requires accurate estimation of all 
parameters, thereby requiring detailed knowledge of the 
transmitter. Additionally, the chaotic nature of the signal 
provides for inherent security from unauthoriZed access, 
although this technique is not limited to only chaotic sys 
tems but is applicable to communications systems in gen 
eral. 
The technique of PDMA can be extended to multiple 

transmitter/receiver pairs through the use of a special Kal 
man ?lter structure knoWn as feedback Kalman ?lter 
The FKF structure Was motivated by a need to extract 
information unique to each ?lter from a single shared 
measurement generated by multiple transmitters. The pur 
pose of the single shared measurement formed from the 
individual measurements is to increase bandWidth and pro 
vide for increased security. 

FIG. 6 is a general block diagram Which illustrates a 
multiple access, single channel communication system 100 
Which incorporates a feedback Kalman ?lter 102. Modulated 
signals from a ?rst transmitter 104 and a second transmitter 
106 (each con?gured like the transmitter 12 of FIG. 1) are 
combined in an adder 108, and the combined modulated 
transmitter signal is transmitted to ?rst and second receivers 
110 and 112 (each con?gured like the receiver 20 of FIG. 1) 
through the EKF 102. 
The FKF 102 includes a ?rst EKF 114 for generating an 

estimate of the information signal generated by the ?rst 
transmitter 104, and a second EKF 116 for generating an 
estimate of the information signal sent by the second trans 
mitter 106. The estimate ZP(t) of the transmitted state 
generated by the ?rst EKF 114 is fed back to the “—” input 
of a subtractor 118 Whose output is connected to an input of 
the second EKF 116. Similarly, the estimate Zp(t) of the 
transmitted state generated by the second EKF 116 is fed 
back to a “—” input of a second subtractor 120 Whose output 
is connected to the input of the ?rst EKF 114. The incoming 
combined modulated transmitter signal is fed to both “+” 
inputs of the ?rst and second subtractors 118 and 120. In this 
manner, the inputs to each of the EKFs 114 and 116 
comprise the transmitted signal minus the estimates gener 
ated by any other EKF in the system, so that the resulting 
input signal to each EKF closely corresponds With only the 
portion of the transmitted signal Which is designated for that 
EKF. 

Although FIG. 6 illustrates an FKF embodiment employ 
ing tWo transmitters, tWo receivers and tWo EKFS, the 
feedback Kalman ?lter is not limited any particular number 
of transmitters and receivers. The augmented form of the 
feedback equations reveals a block diagonal structure that 
permits extension to arbitrarily many pairs, theoretically, 
although physical constraints of limited interconnection 
topography and guard band availability Would limit the 
number in practice. The block diagonal form also permits 
transmitter-receiver pairs to be sWitched in and out of the 
feedback netWork Without affecting the stability of the 
netWork. Thus, to extend the FKF concept to three or more 
transmitter and receiver pairs, the input to each receiver’s 
EKF must be the transmitted signal minus the estimates 
generated by each of the other receiver’s EKFs. 
Accordingly, FIG. 6 indicates that additional transmitters, 
receivers and EKFs may be employed as desired. 

In order to develop the equations for the feedback Kalman 
?lter, tWo different continuous—discrete nonlinear systems 
are de?ned as: 
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and Where the inputs are the process noise sequences m1 and 
002, With means 

with oil- the kronecker delta function. 
Let the updated estimate of each system at time k be 

)A(ul(k) and )A(uz(k) respectively. Let these estimates be from 
an eXtended Kalman ?lter, With each ?lter also identi?ed 
With the subscript 1 or 2. In the feedback Kalman ?lter, each 
?lter has the other ?lter’s estimate subtracted from its input, 
Which is the common measurement 

Where Xpi(k)g(I>l-(k,k—1)XUi(k—1); i=1,2 is the estimate that 
has been propagated from time k—1 to time k. 
From these equations, the update equation for the estimate 

can be Written in augmented form as: 

Xv, (k) <19) 

moo 
21w) 
XP, (k) 

2m) 
XP, (k) 

Similarly, the update equation for the error covariance 
matrices Will become: 

PM) 0 _ 1,, 0 (20) 

0 PU,</<> ‘H0 el 

If neW “big” matrices are de?ned from the augmented 
matrices above, the Kalman gain and the update equation for 
the error covariance matriX Will be: 

K(k)=Pp(k)CT(k)[C (k)P,1(k)C T(k)+R(k)]’1 

PU(k)=[In+m_K(k)C(k)]P[J(k) (21) 

and the update equation for the estimate can be reWritten as: 

15 

a O 
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The equations for the propagation of the individual estimates 
and the error covariance matrix are de?ned in a similar 
manner. With partitioned matrices de?ned as: 

the propagation of the error covariance matrix becomes: 

The estimate is propagated by the hardWare, as before. 
The feedback Kalman ?lter is seen to be a Kalman ?lter 

With independent subsystems and inherits all the properties 
of ordinary Kalman ?lters. It is the single scalar measure 
ment and the special structure of the observation matriX that 
gives the FKF the properties of simultaneous multiple access 
of a single channel. 
The FKF-based communication system 100 depicted in 

FIG. 6 represents a neW method of communication devel 
oped by summing the outputs from tWo or more chaotic, or 
other, transmitters and then transmitting that sum as a scalar 
measurement on a single channel, providing for simulta 
neous multiple access of that channel. One immediate con 
sequence is the increase of bandWidth, While another is 
security of transmission. 

It is clear from FIG. 6 and from equation (18) that if both 
receivers 110 and 112 are synchroniZed in the feedback 
Kalman ?lter netWork, then each receiver Will only pro 
cesses the input signal from its paired transmitter. Locking 
occurs in both receivers because each individual ?lter takes 
energy from the residual and begins to folloW its internal 
model; as the individual estimates converge, each ?lter is 
presented With a measurement that has increasingly more of 
the estimate of the other signal subtracted from it. 

For the purposes of communication, the Duf?ng system 
and the Rossler system Were used for the transmitter 
receiver pairs. They Were chosen because both are chaotic, 
and the systems are of different orders and have different 
responses. The Duf?ng system is given in “almost linear” 
form by equation (2), While the Rossler system can be 
formulated in a similar manner as: 

561(1) 0 -1 -1 xl(t) 0 (25) 

fR(X(I))= 562(1) =\1 ¢ 0 162(1) + 0 
563(1) 0 0 x1([)— W 163(1) 0 

Synchronization of a chaotic system via the eXtended 
Kalman ?lter has already been demonstrated. Several notes 
about the possible divergence of the EKF are important, 
hoWever. 
The length of propagation time is a critical parameter: if 

the time betWeen measurements is shorter than the time it 
takes for the estimate to diverge signi?cantly, the EKF Will 
track the transmitter, given a reasonable model and appro 
priate tuning. It is not possible to establish precise bounds 
for this time period, since it is dependent on system 
dynamics, Word length, measurement and process noise, and 
any modeling errors that may eXist in the receiver, as Well as 
being related to the largest Lyapunov eXponent of the chaotic 
system. 
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Another consideration is the suboptimal nature of the 
Kalman gain in the EKF formulation. Since the covariance 
matrix is being propagated through a linear system, it is not 
exact, and as a consequence, the Kalman gain and resulting 
update are not exact, either. This can cause ?lter divergence 
through several mechanisms. 

Divergence of the EKF, Where the lineariZed system can 
lose observability, causes the covariance matrix to collapse. 
This causes the Kalman gain to become Zero for the unob 
servable states, and the ?lter stops updating those states and 
diverges from truth. A second type of divergence can occur 
if the covariance matrix becomes ill-conditioned and the 
state corresponding to the smallest covariance element gets 
updated With a very large, but incorrect, measurement. The 
update is accepted because of the small covariance associ 
ated With it, but it causes the other states in the ?lter to “Walk 
off”. A third type of divergence is caused by the suboptimal 
nature of the Kalman gain; if the nonlinear system undergoes 
some rapid and unmodeled change, the ?lter never quite 
catches up to the underlying nonlinear system, and gradually 
diverges from the true values of the states. 

The divergence of the ?lter can be anticipated, hoWever, 
and the observability matrix for both systems can be calcu 
lated and shoWn to full rank, thereby eliminating loss of 
observability as a source of divergence. Other systems can 
be analyZed in this manner. 

The second and third types of divergence can be elimi 
nated through a strategy called residual monitoring, Which 
checks the acceptability of the update in terms of the 
appropriate error covariance matrix elements. If pii is the 
element at the ii diagonal position of the error covariance 
matrix, the folloWing criterion must be net before the update 
is alloWed to take place: 

This requires the i”1 element of the residual to lie Within n 
standard deviations of the mean. If the test is passed, the 
update is accepted; if the test is failed, the update is rejected 
and the propagation step repeated. Since the covariance 
matrix Will alWays get larger during propagation When 
process noise is included (Which is the case here), eventually 
the covariance matrix Will get large enough to accept a 
measurement and the ?lter Will begin tracking again. 

To illustrate simultaneous channel access With multiple 
transmitters, tWo chaotic systems Were simulated, and the 
state X1(t) from each system sampled at 50 HZ, summed 
With its counterpart from the other system and then trans 
mitted. This Was presented as a scalar measurement to the 
feedback Kalman ?lter netWork. The damping ratio 6 is 
varied in the Duf?ng system betWeen the values {0.233, 
0.433, 0.633}, While the gain 11) is varied in the Rossler 
system betWeen the values {3.75, 4.00, 4.25}. 

The results are depicted in FIGS. 7A—7C Which shoW 
M-ary communication in both systems as demonstrated in 
PDMA communications, representing a signi?cant increase 
in bandWidth Within each system and over the entire chan 
nel. This result is surprisingly robust, since the signal for the 
Rossler system is approximately an order of magnitude 
larger that the Duf?ng signal. FIGS. 7A and 7B shoW the true 
values of the parameters generated by the transmitter plotted 
along With their estimates. 

The technique of the feedback Kalman ?lter is not 
restricted to just a single pair of transmitters and receivers; 
it can be extended to include arbitrarily many pairs, and 
furthermore, any couplet of transmitter and receiver can be 
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sWitched in and out of the netWork Without compromising 
the remaining estimates or the stability of the netWork. 
Consider a more general form of equation (19): 

xuluo Xmk) KM) <27) 

moo : XP,</<> + Km [20» 

A A K k 
Xun(k) Xpnuo "U 

xpluo 
x k 

[C100 C200 6.001] '1” 

xpnuo 

This extension can be made to the equation for the 
Kalman gain and update of the error covariance matrix, as 
Well as to the equations for the propagation of the error 
covariance. Because of the nature of the partitions, equation 
(22), and all the other “big” matrix equations Will retain the 
same form, and all the properties Will still be valid. 
As discussed previously, arbitrarily many Kalman ?lters 

can be connected in feedback. Physically realiZing this 
system has the problem of an interconnection netWork Which 
groWs arithmetically; each ?lter adds n+1 connections and 
Wires. This is a common problem, and has been addressed 
successfully in the design of VLSI circuitry. 

This structure Was implemented in a netWork With three 
different Duf?ng systems. Three Duffing systems Were used 
to ensure the individual measurements Would all be “close” 
to each other in chaos space, With respect to magnitude and 
frequency, and to examine robustness of communication 
under this type of a test. 

Each Duf?ng system had a different parameter varied, to 
effectively create three distinct systems. System one had the 
parameter 0t varied over the range {1.4, 1.5, 1.6}, system 
tWo had the parameter 6 varied over {0.7, 0.8, 0.9}, and 
system three had the parameter u) varied over {1.05, 1.15, 
1.25} rad/sec. Note that this range of parameters provides a 
guard band against the nominal values of (X=3.0, 6=0.433, 
and u)=\/3 to minimiZe cross talk betWeen the systems. 

FIGS. 8A and 8B shoW the results of this simulation, 
demonstrating the ef?cacy of this approach. Each of the 
three parameters that Were estimated are shoWn With their 
true values in FIG. 8A. Some cross talk is evident, but the 
ability of the feedback Kalman ?lter to sort each of the 
parameter variations out from a single measurement on a 
single channel is clear. 

It is obvious in the plot of the estimates that M-ary 
communication is occurring in each transmitter simulta 
neously. The transmitted signal, Which is the sum of the 
signals from each of the three Duffing systems, is shoWn in 
FIG. 8B. 

In summary, the present invention provides improved 
communication systems and methods that are particularly 
suited for employing inherently secure chaotic modulation 
schemes. The use of an EKF or other estimator in the system 
receiver or receivers facilitate synchroniZation With a trans 
mitter Whose parameters are modulated With one or more 
information signals, only a single state of the transmitter is 
sent to the receiver, and the receiver only has knoWledge of 
the transmitter’s initial parameters. The parameter modula 
tion technique can be employed in a PDMA scheme in Which 
multiple information signals from one or more transmitters 
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can be combined in a single transmitted signal, and detected 
by one or more corresponding receivers. The FKF provides 
a means by Which multiple receivers can separate and detect 
their corresponding portion of the transmitted signal. 

Although the invention has been disclosed in terms of a 
number of preferred embodiments, and variations thereon, it 
Will be understood that numerous additional modi?cations 
and variations could be made thereto Without departing from 
the scope of the invention as de?ned by the folloWing 
claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A method for communicating at least one information 

signal from a transmitter to a receiver comprising the steps 
of: 

a) providing a transmitter for generating a transmitter 
signal said transmitter being based on a chaotically 
varying system; 

b) modulating at least one electrical parameter in said 
transmitter With an information signal to generate a 
chaotically varying modulated transmitter signal 
including a plurality of states; 

c) transmitting only a selected portion of said modulated 
transmitter signal to a receiver, said selected portion 
including less than all of said states; 

d) providing said receiver With initial parameter informa 
tion for said transmitter; 

e) applying said selected portion of said modulated trans 
mitter signal to an Extended Kalman Filter in 
said receiver; and 

f) generating an estimate of said information signal With 
said EKF using only said selected portion of said 
modulated transmitter signal and said initial parameter 
information. 

2. The method of claim 1, Wherein said step of transmit 
ting only a selected portion of said modulated transmitter 
signal further comprises transmitting only a single one of 
said states of said modulated transmitter signal to said 
receiver. 

3. The method of claim 1, Wherein said step of modulating 
further comprises modulating said transmitter signal With a 
?rst information signal by modulating a parameter in said 
transmitter With said ?rst information signal, and simulta 
neously modulating said transmitter signal With a second 
information signal by modulating a second parameter in said 
transmitter With said second information signal to generate 
a modulated transmitter signal for communicating both of 
said ?rst and second information signals to said receiver. 

4. A method for communicating a plurality of information 
signals from a plurality of transmitters to a plurality of 
receivers comprising the steps of: 

a) providing a plurality of transmitters for generating a 
plurality of corresponding transmitter signals; 

b) modulating each said transmitter signal With a corre 
sponding one of a plurality of information signals to 
generate a plurality of modulated transmitter signals; 

c) combining said plurality of modulated transmitter 
signals to form a combined modulated transmitter 
signal; 

d) transmitting a selected portion of said combined modu 
lated transmitter signal to a means for separating each 
said modulated transmitter signal from said combined 
modulated transmitter signal; 

e) separating said selected portion of said combined 
modulated transmitter signal into a plurality of received 
signals, each of Which corresponds to one of said 
modulated transmitter signals; and 
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f) applying each of said received signals to a correspond 

ing estimator in a corresponding one of said receivers 
for generating an estimate of each said corresponding 
information signal therefrom. 

5. The method of claim 4, Wherein said means for 
separating comprises a plurality of subtractors, one for each 
receiver, for subtracting all but a corresponding one of said 
received signals from said combined modulated transmitter 
signal. 

6. The method of claim 5, Wherein each of said received 
signals is generated as an estimate by a corresponding one 
of said estimators. 

7. The method of claim 5, Wherein each of said estimators 
comprises an eXtended Kalman ?lter. 

8. A communication system comprising: 
a) a transmitter for transmitting an information signal by 

modulating a transmitter signal With an information 
signal, said transmitter being based on a chaotically 
varying system and including: 
1) means for modulating at least one electrical param 

eter in said transmitter With an information signal to 
generate a chaotically varying modulated transmitter 
signal including a plurality of states; and 

2) means for transmitting only a selected portion of said 
modulated transmitter signal, said selected portion 
including less than all of said states; and 

b) a receiver for receiving said selected portion of said 
modulated transmitter signal, said receiver including an 
Extended Kalman Filter for generating an esti 
mate of said information signal from said selected 
portion of said modulated transmitter signal and initial 
parameter information for said transmitter. 

9. The system of claim 8, Wherein said selected portion 
comprise only a single one of said states in said modulated 
transmitter signal. 

10. The system of claim 8, Wherein said transmitter 
further includes means for modulating said transmitter sig 
nal With a second information signal, Whereby said EKF 
generates an estimate of both of said ?rst and second 
information signals. 

11. A communication system comprising: 
a) a plurality of transmitters for transmitting a correspond 

ing plurality of information signals, each of said trans 
mitters including means for modulating a parameter in 
each of said transmitters With a corresponding one of 
said plurality of information signals, thereby generating 
a plurality of modulated transmitter signals; 

b) means for selecting a portion of each of said modulated 
transmitter signals to be transmitted; 

c) means for combining said portions of said plurality of 
modulated transmitter signals to form a combined 
modulated transmitter signal; and 

d) a plurality of receivers, each for receiving a corre 
sponding one of said information signals, each said 
receiver including means for generating an estimate of 
said corresponding information signal from said 
selected portion of said combined modulated transmit 
ter signal. 

12. The system of claim 11, Wherein each means for 
estimating comprises an eXtended Kalman ?lter. 

13. The system of claim 12, further comprising a plurality 
of subtractor means, one for each said eXtended Kalman 
?lter, for subtracting from said combined modulated trans 
mitter signal, estimates generated by each of said other 
eXtended Kalman ?lters, to generate said selected portion of 
said modulated transmitter signal corresponding to said 
information signal to be estimated by said eXtended Kalman 
?lter. 
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14. The system of claim 11, wherein each parameter to be 15. The system of claim 11, Wherein each said modulated 
modulated in each of said transmitters is a parameter of a transmitter signal includes a plurality of states, and said 
nonlinear device in a chaotically behaving system Within means for selecting selects only a single one of said states. 
said transmitter, Whereby each said modulated transmitter 
signal is chaotically varying. * * * * * 


