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CASKET DISPLAY STRUCTURE 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

This invention relates generally to the funeral service 
industry, and more particularly to a casket display structure 
for displaying caskets for selection by a customer of a 
funeral home. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Funeral home casket selection rooms have evolved as 
those in the industry have attempted to better meet the 
funeral customers’ needs. The “traditional” presentation of 
product in a funeral home selection room Was to simply 
place each casket on a bier and open the head end cap or lid 
of the casket to permit vieWing inside the casket. As many 
caskets as possible Were displayed in a selection room in 
order to maximize the number of product choices for the 
customer. Unfortunately, such a “traditional” presentation 
results in What has been referred to as a “sea of caskets” 
effect, Which can be both distressing or alarming and con 
fusing to the customer. 

Advances in the design of funeral home selection rooms 
have taken the form of providing a plurality of alcove 
structures, either of a “modular” construction or of a “stick 
built” construction, in the funeral home selection room. 
Each alcove structure includes a vertical back Wall and a pair 
of vertical, spaced apart Wing Walls cooperating With the 
back Wall to form an alcove. A sof?t may span the upper 
front edges of the Wing Walls, and lighting, for example track 
lighting, may be incorporated into the soffit. A tWo-tiered 
casket rack is located Within the alcove, the loWer tier of the 
casket rack being a roll out rack permitting the loWer casket 
to be rolled out from under the upper casket and the casket 
lid opened for display of the loWer casket. Tasteful signage 
and the like is mounted on the back Wall above the caskets. 
Such a construction, Which is the subject of the assignee’s 
prior US. Pat. Nos. 5,405,017 and 5,524,394, both increases 
the number of caskets Which can be displayed in a funeral 
home selection room, as Well as greatly improves the “look 
and feel” of the casket presentations, reducing the clutter and 
confusion of the so-called “sea of caskets” effect and pro 
viding a feeling of comfort to the families. US. Pat. Nos. 
5,405,017 and 5,524,394 are hereby incorporated by refer 
ence herein at this point as if fully set forth in their entirety. 

NeW construction and renovation costs being What they 
are, there is an ever-increasing need to provide more eco 
nomical casket display structures. In particular, there is a 
need to provide economical casket display structures Which 
permit a high product density to be displayed in a funeral 
home selection room, yet Which do not sacri?ce the conve 
nience and look and feel of the casket display systems of 
US. Pat. Nos. 5,405,017 and 5,524,394. Further, there is a 
need to provide such casket display structures Which may be 
quickly assembled and moved to arrange in the ?rst instance, 
or to rearrange, a selection room. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

Accordingly, the present invention provides a casket 
display structure for displaying caskets for selection by a 
customer of the funeral home. The casket display structure 
of the present invention is economical to manufacture, can 
be quickly assembled, and may be readily moved about the 
selection room depending on the arrangement of display 
structures desired for the selection room. The casket display 
structure of the present invention compromises a ?oor 
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2 
supported casket support adapted to support and display a 
casket, at least one standard connected to and extending 
upWardly from the casket support and signage hung on the 
standard. 

In another aspect, the present invention provides a casket 
display structure comprising a ?oor-supported casket sup 
port adapted to support and display a casket, at least one 
standard connected to and extending upWardly from the 
casket support, forWard facing signage hung on the standard, 
and rearWard facing signage also hung on the standard. 

In yet another aspect, the present invention provides a 
casket display structure comprising a ?rst ?oor-supported 
casket support adapted to support and display a casket, at 
least one standard connected to and extending upWardly 
from the ?rst casket support, a forWard facing decorative 
panel hung on the standard, a rearWard facing decorative 
panel also hung on the standard, and a second ?oor 
supported casket support also adapted to support and display 
a casket. The second casket support is positioned on an 
opposite side of the decorative panels from the ?rst casket 
support. 

In still another aspect, the present invention provides an 
arrangement of casket display structures. In the 
arrangement, each of the casket display structures comprises 
a ?oor-supported casket support adapted to support and 
display a casket, at least one standard connected to and 
extending upWardly from the casket support, a forWard 
facing decorative panel hung on the standard and a rearWard 
facing decorative panel hung on the standard. The arrange 
ment comprises a ?rst such casket display structure, and a 
second such casket display structure positioned perpendicu 
lar to the ?rst such casket display structure. The forWard and 
rearWard facing decorative panels of the second casket 
display structure each have opposed side edges. The respec 
tive side edges of the forWard and rearWard facing decora 
tive panels of one side of the second casket display structure 
abut the rearWard facing decorative panel of the ?rst casket 
display structure. 
The casket display structure of the present invention 

provides a number of additional features. The signage may 
be a decorative panel, a category sign or both. The casket 
display structure may include a pair of vertical standards, 
Which are connected together at their upper ends With a 
horiZontal connecting member. Each of the pair of standards 
includes a hanger bracket mounted thereon near an upper 
end thereof. Each hanger bracket includes a pair of hooks 
thereon. The decorative panel and the category sign each 
include a block on a back side thereof. The blocks cooperate 
With the hooks to hang the decorative panel and the category 
sign on the brackets and therefore on the standards. The 
blocks have a loWer beveled edge Which is angled to match 
the angle of the hooks from vertical, and preferably less than 
90 degrees from the vertical. 
The casket support may be a tWo-tiered casket rack 

having an upper section adapted to support and display an 
upper casket and a loWer section adapted to support and 
display a loWer casket. In a preferred embodiment, the 
casket support is a tWo-tiered casket rack having a ?oor 
supported base, a vertical section extending upWardly from 
a rear edge of the base, an upper horiZontal section extend 
ing forWardly from an upper edge of the vertical section and 
adapted to support and display an upper casket, and a loWer 
horiZontal ?oor-supported rollout section adapted to support 
and display a loWer casket. 

In the embodiment of the casket display structure of the 
present invention Which includes forWard and rearWard 
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facing signage, a hanger bracket is mounted on each of the 
forward and rearWard facing sides of each of the standards 
near an upper end thereof. Each hanger bracket includes a 
pair of hooks thereon. In this manner, the blocks mounted on 
the back sides of one set of the decorative panel and category 
sign may be hung on the hooks on the forWard facing side 
of the standards, and the blocks on the back sides of the other 
set of the decorative panel and category sign may be hung 
on the hooks of the hanger brackets mounted on the rearWard 
facing side of the standards. 

In this embodiment, the forWard and rearWard facing 
decorative panels each have opposed side edges. The display 
structure of this embodiment may further comprise a later 
ally facing decorative panel on each lateral side of the 
display structure. Each laterally facing decorative panel 
covers the corresponding side edges of the forWard and 
rearWard facing decorative panels. As mentioned above, the 
forWard and rearWard facing decorative panels each include 
a block on the back side thereof. Abracket is secured to the 
blocks of the forWard and rearWard facing panels at each 
lateral end. The bracket has an upWardly directed tongue. 
Each laterally facing decorative panel includes a bracket 
secured thereto on the back side thereof having a doWn 
Wardly directed tongue. The laterally facing decorative 
panels are removably secured to the forWard and rearWard 
facing decorative panels by removable engagement of the 
tongues of the brackets on the laterally facing decorative 
panels With the tongues of the brackets on the blocks of the 
forWard and rearWard facing decorative panels. 

The present invention therefore provides a casket display 
structure Which may be economically manufactured and 
quickly assembled. Furthermore, the casket display structure 
of the present invention admits of several different arrange 
ments in a funeral home selection room. 

These and other advantages of the present invention Will 
become more readily apparent during the folloWing detailed 
description taken in conjunction With the draWings herein, in 
Which: 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a front perspective vieW of the casket display 
structure of the present invention; 

FIG. 2 is an exploded perspective vieW of the casket 
display structure of FIG. 1 illustrating the attachment of the 
decorative panel and category sign to the vertical standards; 

FIG. 2A is a vieW taken along line 2A—2A of FIG. 1; 
FIG. 3 is a partial perspective vieW of the loWer portion 

of the casket display structure of FIG. 1 illustrating the 
tWo-tiered casket rack With the bottom rack rolled out from 
under the upper rack to permit opening of the lid of the loWer 
casket and vieWing therein; 

FIG. 4 is a partial side elevational vieW of the loWer 
portion of the casket display structure of the present inven 
tion illustrating the attachment of the vertical standards to 
the tWo-tiered casket rack; 

FIG. 5 is a top plan vieW of an arrangement of tWo casket 
display structures Which are of an alternative embodiment 
With each including forWard and rearWard facing decorative 
panels; 

FIG. 6 is a vieW taken along line 6—6 of FIG. 5; 
FIG. 6A is an exploded perspective vieW of the brackets 

Which are for removably securing laterally facing panels 
over the side edges of the display structure; and 

FIG. 7 is a vieW similar to FIG. 2A but illustrating the 
FIG. 5 embodiment of the present invention Which includes 
forWard and rearWard facing category signs and decorative 
panels. 

10 

20 

25 

40 

45 

55 

60 

65 

4 
DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 

INVENTION 

Referring ?rst to FIGS. 1—3, there is illustrated a casket 
display structure 10 according to the principles of the 
present invention. The casket display structure 10 is adapted 
to support and display an upper casket 12 and a loWer casket 
14 (phantom). 
The casket display structure 10 of this invention includes 

a ?oor-supported casket support 20. The support 20 is a 
tWo-tiered steel casket rack having a ?oor-supported base 22 
comprising feet 24 and 26. A vertical section 28 extends 
upWardly from a rear edge 30 of the base 20. This vertical 
section 28 comprises upright members 32 and 34, Which are 
interconnected by cross braces 36 and 38 for stability. 
Extending forWardly from an upper edge 40 of the vertical 
section 28 is an upper horiZontal section 42 adapted to 
support and display upper casket 12. HoriZontal section 42 
comprises forWardly projecting arms 44 and 46 intercon 
nected by a connecting member 48 at the forWard edges of 
arms 44 and 46. The casket support structure 20 further 
includes a loWer horiZontal section 50 adapted to support 
and display loWer casket 14. LoWer horiZontal section 50 is 
?oor-supported and comprises a rollout ?oor-supported 
frame 52 having elongated side members 54 and 56 inter 
connected by transverse members 58, 60, 62 and 64. Four 
rollers 66 are mounted to the frame 52 at the corners thereof 
to provide for smoothly rolling the loWer casket 14 out from 
under the upper casket 12. A scissors mechanism 68 con 
nects the frame 52 to a transverse member 70 connected to 
and spanning betWeen the members 32 and 34 of rear 
vertical section 28. The support 20 is of the type described 
in US. Pat. Nos. 5,405,017 and 5,524,394 Which Were 
incorporated by reference above. The support 20 is designed 
to present the caskets 12 and 14 as appearing to “?oat” in the 
air, thereby making the caskets themselves the focus rather 
than the supporting structure Which supports the caskets. 

Referring noW to FIGS. 1—4, an upright frame 72 is 
secured to the vertical section 28 of the support 20. Upright 
frame 72 comprises a pair of vertical standards 74 and 76 
interconnected at their upper ends via a horiZontal connect 
ing member 78. Bolts 80 and 82 connect the loWer ends of 
the standards 74 and 76 to the upright members 32 and 34 
of the vertical section 28. Afoot 84 is positioned at the loWer 
end of each of the standards 74 and 76. This foot preferably 
extends beloW the loWer surface of the feet 24 and 26 at the 
base 22 by about Vs of an inch to tilt the display structure 10 
slightly forWardly. The frame 72 is preferably constructed of 
1“ square steel tubing, 16 guage. 

Referring noW to FIGS. 2 and 2A, signage in the form of 
a decorative panel 90 and a category sign 92 is illustrated as 
being removably securable to the standards 74 and 76 of the 
frame 72. Decorative panel 90 forms the general background 
of the caskets displayed and may include any decorative 
surface treatment as is desired; category sign 92 positioned 
above the decorative panel 90 may include indicia (not 
shoWn) indicating the category of the casket displayed, e.g. 
Wood, metal or the like. As used herein, the term “signage” 
is used to generically embrace both decorative panels and 
category signs, as Well as any other type of sign, display 
board, placard, marker, indicator or similar device used for 
decorative purposes and/or to convey information, that may 
be secured to the standards 74 and 76. 

The decorative panel 90 includes vertical Wooden blocks 
94, 96 and 98, upper horiZontal blocks 100 and 102, and 
loWer horiZontal blocks 104 and 106 secured to a back side 
108 thereof. Similarly, category sign 92 includes horiZontal 



6,073,320 
5 

blocks 110 and 112 secured to a back side 114 thereof. A 
hanger bracket 120 is secured to the upper end of each of the 
standards 74 and 76 With sheet metal screWs 122. Each 
hanger bracket includes an upper upwardly angled or 
directed hook or tang 124 and a loWer upWardly directed or 
angled hook or tang 126. The block 102 on the back side of 
the decorative panel 90 includes a loWer edge 130 beveled 
to mate With the angle of the loWer hook 126. Similarly, the 
block 112 on the back side of the category sign 92 includes 
a loWer edge 132 beveled to match the angle of the upper 
hook 124 on the hanger bracket 120. Thus, the decorative 
panel 90 and category sign 92 may be removably secured to 
the hanger bracket 120 thereby hanging the same on the 
standards 74 and 76. Hanger bracket 120 further includes a 
bend 140 stamped therein to act upon the loWer end of the 
back side of the category sign 92 to maintain same in a 
vertical orientation. The decorative panel 90 and category 
sign 92 are of the type described in US. Pat. Nos. 5,405,017 
and 5,524,394 Which Were incorporated by reference above. 

Referring noW to FIGS. 5, 6 and 7, there is illustrated an 
alternative embodiment of the casket display structure of the 
present invention. Referring ?rst to FIG. 5, tWo such alter 
native embodiments 150a and 150b are arranged in an 
island, and more speci?cally in a generally “T” con?gura 
tion. Like element numerals designate like components from 
the FIGS. 1—4 embodiment; the suffix “a” has been added to 
the element numerals of structure 150a and the suf?X “b” has 
been added to the element numerals of the structure 150b for 
clarity. Each display structure 150a and 150b is identical to 
that of FIGS. 1—4 eXcept that, in addition to having forWard 
facing decorative panels 90a and 90b, respectively, the 
displays also have rearWard facing decorative panels 152a 
and 152b, respectively. A third tWo-tiered casket support 
20c, identical to the tWo-tiered supports 20a and 20b, is 
simply placed on the opposite side of the decorative panels 
90b, 152b from the support 20b. Like element numerals also 
designate like components of the prior described casket 
support 20; the suf?X “c” has been added to the element 
numerals of support 20c for clarity. In this manner, the 
rearWard facing decorative panel 152b forms the back 
ground for the third tWo-tiered casket support 20c, and the 
other rearWard facing decorative panel 152a forms the 
background for both casket supports 20b, 20c. In this 
manner, siX caskets may be displayed With this arrangement, 
With all of the caskets having a tasteful background. Refer 
ring to FIG. 7, it Will be seen that an additional hanger 
bracket 120, on the rearWard facing side of the standards 74, 
76, is employed to hang the rearWard facing decorative panel 
152a and rearWard facing category sign 154a. It is contem 
plated that the tWo brackets could be combined into a single 
piece of hardWare and still be Within the scope of the 
invention. 

Referring noW to FIGS. 6 and 6A, in conjunction With 
FIG. 5, it Will be seen that the alternative embodiment casket 
display structures 150a and 150b each include laterally 
facing and opposed decorative panels 160 and 162. As 
illustrated, the laterally facing decorative panels 160 and 
162 cover the corresponding side edges of the forWard and 
rearWard facing decorative panels 90a and 152a, 
respectively, and the corresponding side edges of the for 
Ward and rearWard facing category signs (only the forWard 
facing category sign 92a is shoWn; see FIG. 6A) thus 
presenting a clean, ?nished appearance. A generally 
U-shaped bracket 170 has a pair of ?anges 171 each of 
Which is attached to one of the blocks 98a, 98a‘ (mounted to 
the back sides of decorative panels 90a and 152a) via screWs 
172. A similar bracket 176 has its ?anges 177 mounted on 
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6 
the back side of the laterally facing decorative panel 160 via 
screWs 172 and similarly includes a doWnWardly directed 
tongue 178. The laterally facing decorative panels 160 and 
162 are removably secured to the forWard and rearWard 
facing decorative panels 90a, 152a by removable engage 
ment of the tongues 174 and 178. Preferably three such 
bracket 170 and 176 combinations are used to hang each 
laterally facing panel 160, 162 from the decorative panels 
90a and 152a. 

In use, the standards 74 and 76 are bolted to the members 
32 and 34 of the casket support 20, Which itself has been 
pre-assembled. The upper ends of the standards 74 and 76 
are interconnected via the interconnecting number 78 With, 
for example, telescoping plastic right angle end caps or the 
like. Hanger brackets 120 are then mounted to the upper 
ends of the standards 74 and 76, on just the forWard facing 
side if the casket display structure is to be of the ?rst 
embodiment described above, and on both forWard and 
rearWard facing sides if the casket display structure is to be 
of the latter alternative embodiment described above. Once 
the brackets are attached, the category sign(s) 92 and deco 
rative panel(s) 90 are removably secured to the standards 74 
and 76 by placing the blocks 110, 112, 100 and 102, 
respectively, on the upper and loWer hooks 124 and 130, 
respectively. If the casket display is to be of the alternative 
embodiment type, then an additional category sign and 
decorative panel are identically mounted on the back or 
rearWard facing side of the standards 74 and 76. In that case, 
brackets 170 are secured to the lateral ends of the blocks 98 
on the back sides of the decorative panels 90. The similar 
brackets 176 are secured to the back sides of the laterally 
facing decorative panels 160 and 162, and the respective 
tongues 174, 178 are interengaged to hang the panels 160 
and 162 from the panels 90. 

In the event that a casket display structure arrangement 
according to FIG. 5 is desired, one needs simply to construct 
tWo such casket display structures of the alternative embodi 
ment as described above, and then orient the second one 
perpendicularly to the ?rst one, the lateral edges of the 
category signs and decorative panels of the second such 
display structure abutting the rearWard facing decorative 
panel of the ?rst such display structure. A third tWo-tiered 
casket support 20 is then positioned to be adjacent the 
vertical portion of the “T” of the casket arrangement, i.e. 
“behind” the second casket display structure, or on the 
opposite side of the decorative panels as is the casket support 
20 of the second display structure. These tWo casket display 
structures may be interconnected for stability by, for 
eXample, passing a bolt through holes in the criss-cross 
braces 36, 38 at their points of intersection and securing the 
same With a nut thereon. The caskets may then be placed on 
the tWo tiers of the casket rack. 
The casket display structure of this invention therefore 

provides an economical alternative for those funeral homes 
Which do not Wish to invest in either stick built or modular 
alcove casket displays. The casket display structure of this 
invention is “self-supporting” in that the casket support 20 
carries the background decorative panel as Well as the 
informational category sign. Aseparate ?oor-supported back 
Wall, Whether of the modular type or that of an existing room 
Wall, is thus not required to mount the decorative panel and 
category sign. Casket display structures of this invention 
may be arranged along a Wall or in island groups. The 
simplicity in design of this casket display structure alloWs 
one to assemble the display structure using only a socket 
Wrench in less than 30 minutes. The modular design of this 
casket display structure permits easy adaptation to changes 
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in the arrangement of the selection room. The tWo-tiered 
casket support effectively increases the display space of the 
funeral home, and the ?oating design of the tWo-tiered 
casket support perrnits excellent vieWing of the caskets’ 
detailing. The background panels and category signs focus 
the custorner’s attention and eliminate distractions yet With 
out sacri?cing the cornforting look and feel of prior alcove 
casket displays. 

Those skilled in the art Will readily recogniZe nurnerous 
adaptations and rnodi?cations Which can be made to the 
present invention Which Will result in an improved casket 
display structure, yet all of Which Will fall Within the spirit 
and scope of the present invention as de?ned in the folloW 
ing clairns. Accordingly, the invention is to be limited only 
by the scope of the following claims and their equivalents. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A casket display structure comprising: 
a ?oor-supported casket support adapted to support and 

display a casket; 
at least one standard connected to and extending upwardly 

from said casket support; 
forWard facing signage hung on said at least one standard; 

and 

rearWard facing signage hung on said at least one stan 
dard; 

Wherein said forWard and rearWard facing signage each 
has opposed side edges, and said display structure 
further comprises a laterally facing decorative panel on 
each lateral side of said display structure, each said 
laterally facing decorative panel covering the corre 
sponding side edges of said forWard and rearWard 
facing signage. 

2. The casket display structure of claim 1 Wherein a 
bracket having an upWardly directed tongue is secured to at 
least one of said forWard and rearWard signage at each lateral 
side thereof, and each said laterally facing decorative panel 
includes a bracket secured thereto on a back side thereof 
having a doWnWardly directed tongue, said laterally facing 
decorative panels being rernovably secured to said display 
structure by rernovable engagement of said tongues of said 
brackets on said laterally facing decorative panels With said 
tongues of said brackets on said at least one of said forWard 
and rearWard facing signage. 

3. The casket display of claim 2 Wherein said forWard and 
rearWard facing signage cornprises forWard and rearWard 
facing decorative panels, respectively. 

4. The casket display structure of claim 3 Wherein each of 
said forWard and rearWard facing decorative panels includes 
a block mounted on a back side thereof, and each said 
signage bracket is secured to corresponding lateral ends of 
said decorative panel blocks. 
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5. The casket display structure of claim 4 Wherein all said 

brackets are U-shaped and include a pair of outWardly 
directed rnounting ?anges. 

6. A casket display structure comprising: 
a ?rst ?oor-supported casket support adapted to support 

and display a casket; 
at least one standard connected to and extending upwardly 

from said ?rst casket support; 
a forWard facing decorative panel hung on a ?rst side of 

said at least one standard; 
a rearWard facing decorative panel hung on a second side 

of said at least one standard; and 
a second ?oor-supported casket support adapted to sup 

port and display a casket, said ?rst casket support 
positioned on said ?rst side of said at least one 
standard, said second casket support positioned on said 
second side of said at least one standard; 

Wherein said forWard and rearWard facing decorative 
panels each have opposed side edges, and said display 
structure further comprises a laterally facing decorative 
panel on each lateral side of said display structure, each 
said laterally facing decorative panel covering the 
corresponding side edges of said forWard and rearWard 
facing decorative panels. 

7. An arrangement of casket display structures, each said 
casket display structure comprising a ?oor-supported casket 
support adapted to support and display a casket, at least one 
standard connected to and extending upwardly from said 
casket support, a forWard facing decorative panel hung on a 
?rst side of said at least one standard and a rearWard facing 
decorative panel hung on a second side of said at least one 
standard, said arrangernent comprising: 

a ?rst said casket display structure; and 
a second said casket display structure positioned perpen 

dicular to said ?rst casket display structure, said for 
Ward and rearWard facing decorative panels of said 
second casket display structure each having opposed 
side edges, the respective side edges of said forWard 
and rearWard facing decorative panels of one side of 
said second casket display structure abutting said rear 
Ward facing decorative panel of said ?rst casket display 
structure; 

Wherein said forWard and rearWard facing decorative 
panels of each said casket display structure have 
opposed side edges, and each said forWard and rear 
Ward facing decorative panels each have opposed side 
edges, and said display structure further comprises a 
laterally facing decorative panel on each lateral side of 
said display structure, each said laterally facing deco 
rative panel covering the corresponding side edges of 
said forWard and rearWard facing decorative panels. 

* * * * * 


