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DISTRIBUTED SUBSCRIBER DATA 
MANAGEMENT IN WIRELESS NETWORKS 

FROM A REMOTE PERSPECTIVE 

This is a continuation-in-part of Ser. No. 08/697,854 ?led 
Aug. 30, 1996 entitled “System And Method For Cellular 
Network Registration”, noW abandoned. It also claims ben 
e?t of US. Provisional Application 60/038,281, ?led Feb. 
19, 1997. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates generally to an apparatus 
and method for communications and particularly to cellular 
communications. 

2. Description of the Related Art 
Wireless radio telephone communication technology is 

Well knoWn and has existed for many years. The ?rst true 
mobile telephone netWork Was introduced in St. Louis, M0. 
in 1946. The early mobile telephone systems immediately 
began experiencing many problems. From a subscriber 
vieWpoint, the initial systems Were very inconvenient, 
requiring much telephone system operator intervention, 
Were relatively expensive and capacity Was tiny by the 
standards of today. Mobility Was also a problem. 

Cellular telephony Was introduced in the US. by Way of 
the Advanced Mobile Phone Service (AMPS) during the 
1970s and early 1980s. This system is based on FM analog 
speech transmission. Capacity is increased from previous 
systems due to frequency re-use among the many cells 
located Within the system. Mobility is provided by the use of 
hand-off techniques implemented as a mobile station 
traverses a boundary betWeen cells. 

The Global System for Mobile (GSM) communications 
netWork Was developed and ?rst implemented in Europe in 
response to a need for even more capacity and compatibility 
among political and geographic territories. GSM is noW an 
international standard. 
GSM is a digital system Which offers superior speech 

quality, loW terminal, operational and service costs, an 
increased level of security (both privacy and fraud 
prevention), international roaming, support of loW-poWer 
hand-held terminals and a variety of user services and 
features. An increase in capacity is achieved due to the use 
of digital signal processing techniques Which alloW for 
bandWidth reduction by elimination of variances inherent in 
human speech patterns in combination With the frequency 
re-use schemes of cellular systems. 
When a subscriber’s mobile station travels from one 

geographic area (cell, hence the name cellular) to another, 
the cellular system must track the mobile station movement 
in order to provide proper service to the subscriber. The 
cellular system must knoW Where to send a call directed to 
the subscriber, and must be able to alloW a call to continue 
as a mobile station travels from one cell to another Without 
causing the subscriber the extreme annoyance of dropping 
the call. 

Current mobile systems, including GSM, require a high 
volume of overhead processing and transmission in order to 
keep track of user location. Current systems keep track of 
mobile station location by storing a single permanent copy 
of a mobile station’s identity and related data in a central 
location, Which may be distant from the current location of 
the mobile station. That centrally stored mobile station data 
is then sent to the local geographic location of the mobile 
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2 
subscriber each time the mobile station roams to a neW area. 
The mobile station data stored in the old area is then deleted 
as it is no longer needed. A large amount of processing and 
transmission resources are thus expended by the need to 
frequently access and update the mobile station data at the 
central location. 

There exists a need to increase capacity of a netWork by 
reducing processing and netWork management transmission 
overhead by ef?ciently locating and tracking the mobile 
stations located Within the boundaries of a cellular netWork 
Without having to access the centrally stored mobile station 
data each and every time a mobile station poWers up 
(attaches to the netWork) or roams from one cell to another, 
thus freeing up those limited resources to accommodate 
additional subscriber call volume. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

In the broadest sense, our invention is directed to a system 
and method for increasing capacity of a cellular system by 
reducing call overhead processing and transmission conges 
tion previously required in updating a subscriber’s mobile 
station data position as the subscriber moves among cells 
Within a geographic area served by a netWork service 
provider. 

After a mobile station is sWitched on, it scans the GSM 
frequency band With a scanning algorithm in order to detect 
the presence of the netWork in the least amount of time. 
When the netWork is detected, the mobile station reads the 
system information on the base channel. With this 
information, the mobile station is able to determine its 
position in the netWork to Within a predetermined local area. 
If the current location has changed since the mobile station 
Was last sWitched off, a registration procedure takes place. 
A predetermined N number of copies of mobile station 

subscriber data is distributed among multiple Visiting Loca 
tion Registers (VLRs) Within the area served by a cellular 
system. Unlike previous systems, When mobile stations 
traverse location boundaries, the current VLR corresponding 
to the current location does not need to update the subscriber 
data if that data has not changed since the subscriber Was last 
in that location. 

According to a preferred embodiment of the invention, a 
system and method for increasing capacity in a cellular 
communication system is provided including a central 
sWitching center operably connected to a public sWitched 
telephone netWork, a plurality of transceiver stations con 
nected to the central sWitching center for communicating 
With a mobile station, and a registration processor connected 
to the central sWitching center including ?rst and second 
registers With the method including receiving a location 
update request at the ?rst register, if mobile station data has 
been stored in the ?rst register then updating mobile station 
data stored in the second register to re?ect current mobile 
station status, sorting the data stored in the second register 
based on most recent time of arrival, and returning an update 
location request successful acknoWledgment to the ?rst 
register. 

It further includes a system and method for determining 
that if mobile station data has not been stored in the ?rst 
register, then doWnloading mobile station data from the 
second register to the ?rst register, storing the current mobile 
station data in the second register as an item in a list With an 
indication of most recent time of arrival, and sorting the 
mobile station data in the second register by most recent 
time of arrival. 
The system and method further include the means for and 

method of removing the oldest item from the ?rst and second 
registers if the number of items exceeds a predetermined 
number N. 
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Further features of the above-described invention will 
become apparent from the detailed description hereinafter. 

The foregoing features together with certain other features 
described hereinafter enable the overall system to have 
properties differing not just by a matter of degree from any 
related art, but offering an order of magnitude more ef?cient 
use of limited processing and transmission resources. 

Additional features and advantages of the invention will 
be set forth in part in the description which follows, and in 
part will be obvious from the description, or may be learned 
by practice of the invention. The advantages of the invention 
will be realiZed and attained by means of the elements and 
combinations particularly pointed out in the appended 
claims. 

It is to be understood that both the foregoing general 
description and the following detailed description are exem 
plary and explanatory only and are not restrictive of the 
invention, as claimed. 

The accompanying drawings, which are incorporated in 
and constitute a part of this speci?cation, illustrate preferred 
embodiments of the apparatus and method according to the 
invention and, together with the description, serve to explain 
the principles of the invention. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 illustrates a representation of the geography of a 
cellular network. 

FIG. 2a illustrates a functional block diagram of a cellular 
network of the present invention. 

FIG. 2b illustrates a tabular representation of an enhanced 
home location register of the present invention. 

FIG. 3 illustrates a How chart of the method for enhancing 
capacity by updating location locally in the present inven 
tion. 

FIG. 4 illustrates a How chart of the method for enhancing 
capacity by updating location centrally in the present inven 
tion. 

FIG. 5 illustrates graphically the improved capacity 
locally of the present invention. 

FIG. 6 illustrates graphically the improved capacity over 
all of the present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

A general simpli?ed diagram of the physical layout of a 
cellular system is illustrated in FIG. 1. Area 100 is subdi 
vided into multiple cells 1—19 in this example. Each cell 
1—19 has its own transceiver station 20 for communicating 
with mobile station 21. For simplicity not all transceivers 
and only one mobile station 20 are illustrated. Each cell can 
accommodate a ?nite number of mobile stations at a given 
time. When this ?nite limit is exceeded, no more mobile 
stations can be accommodated, resulting in frustration for 
the subscriber and in lost revenue for the network service 
provider(s). 

Additionally, when a subscriber is participating in a call 
via the mobile station, the subscriber may travel from, for 
example cell 1 to cell 4. The ongoing call must be seamlessly 
handed off from transceiver 22 located in cell 1 to trans 
ceiver 23 located in cell 4. This hand-off must be accom 
plished so as not to be noticeable to the subscriber, but most 
importantly must not result in a dropped call. When a 
subscriber moves between local areas, the network must 
keep track of the subscriber’s location. This mobility results 
in a substantial amount of overhead network signaling and 
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4 
processing. By reducing the amount of overhead activity 
required as per this invention, the capacity of a given cellular 
network may be increased. 

Before delving into a detailed discussion of the invention, 
a listing of pertinent acronyms is presented for convenience 
in Table 1. 

TABLE 1 

GSM Global System for Mobile Communications 
HLR Home Location Register 
EHLR Enhanced Home Location Register 
VLR Visiting Location Register 
MSC Mobile Switching Center 
GMSC Gateway Mobile Switching Center 
BSC Base Station Center 
BTS Base Transceiver Station 
MAP Mobile Application Part 
ISD Insert Subscriber Data 
UL Update Location 
PSTN Public Switched Telephone Network 

An understanding of the system and method of operation 
of the invention may be obtained by now referring to FIG. 
2a. The interconnection of the system will now be described 
brie?y with a more thorough explanation of each major 
component to follow. 

Apreferred embodiment of the present invention operates 
within a Global System for Mobile (GSM) Communication 
cellular network 200. All descriptions will be provided with 
the GSM standard in mind. It is to be noted, however, that 
the present invention has many other applications and may 
be applied to any type of and/or combination of wireless 
communication systems including but not limited to PCS, 
paging, automated tracking, satellite, voice and data. 

Cellular network 200 is connected via a connection from 
Gateway Mobile Switching Center (GMSC) 202 to Public 
Switched Telephone Network (PSTN) 204. PSTN 204 is the 
ubiquitous telephone network that has been around for years 
providing service to standard ?xed users in their homes and 
businesses. GMSC 202 is the gateway from which all calls 
involving cellular subscribers to users not contained within 
the particular cellular network 200 must pass. 
An Equipment Identity Register (EIR) 206 may be con 

nected as a security feature to cellular network 200 through 
GMSC 202. It includes serial numbers of all equipment that 
is reported stolen and not allowed access to the network. 

GMSC 202 is also connected to multiple base station 
controllers (BSC) 216—220 as well as other mobile switch 
ing centers (MSC) 238, 240. The BSCs in turn are connected 
to and control multiple Base Transceiver Stations (BTS) 
222—232, respectively via hard-wired or microwave link. 
The BTSs are typically distributed one per cell and transmit/ 
receive signals from mobile stations (MS) 234—236. 

Connected to each GMSC 202 is an Enhanced Home 
Location Register (EHLR) 210 which contains a master data 
record pertaining to each mobile station 234—236, including 
location and status of the mobile station. EHLR 210 is 
accessed through the network 200 when a mobile station 
accesses the network or roams from one geographic region 
controlled by an MSC 238, 240 to another. AuthoriZation 
Center (AC) 208 is connected to the EHLR to provide the 
EHLR with the capability of authenticating a mobile station 
as required. 

AVisiting Location Register (VLR) 212—214 is connected 
to each MSC 238, 240 and for simplicity of method of 
network operation is also attached to GMSC 202. Each VLR 
acts as temporary storage for mobile station data while the 
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mobile station is Within the geographic area served by the 
appropriate MSC. Storage of mobile station data in VLRs 
serves to reduce some, but not all of the network overhead 
traf?c required in a cellular network. A signi?cant portion of 
the remaining netWork overhead traf?c is addressed by the 
method and system of the present invention and Will be 
addressed in subsequent discussions. 

The best knoWn part of the cellular netWork 200 is mobile 
station 234—236. Different types of mobile stations are 
distinguished by poWer and application. Fixed mobile sta 
tions are permanently installed in a car and may have a 
maximum alloWed RF output poWer of up to 20 W. Portable 
units including “bag phones” can emit up to 8 W and 
hand-portable units may emit 2 W or beloW. As hand 
portable units decrease in siZe the popularity of cellular 
systems are correspondingly boosted. 

The counterpart to mobile station 234—236 is base trans 
ceiver station (BTS) 222—232. The BTS is the mobile 
station’s interface to the netWork. The BTS is usually 
located in the center of a cell (see FIG. 1) and has associated 
toWers, antennas and usually from 1—16 transceivers (not 
shoWn). Each transceiver represents a single RF channel. 

The Base Station Controller (BSC) 216—220 monitors and 
controls several BTSs 222—232, the number of BTSs vary 
ing upon the manufacturer and can range from several tens 
to several hundreds of BTSs. The primary tasks of the BSC 
are frequency administration, BTS control and eXchange 
functions. The hardWare of the BSC may be co-located With 
the BTS, at its oWn standalone site or co-located With MSC 
238, 240 or GMSC 202. BSCs and BTSs may sometimes be 
referred to in the literature collectively as Base Station 
Subsystems (BSS). 

GateWay Mobile SWitching Center (GMSC) 202 is the 
interface of cellular netWork 200 With the Public SWitched 
Telephone NetWork (PSTN) 200. It is a complete eXchange 
and is capable of routing calls from the PSTN to the 
appropriate mobile station via the BSC and BTS. The 
GMSC also provides the cellular netWork With speci?c data 
about particular mobile stations. Depending on cellular 
netWork siZe, an operator might use several GMSCs or only 
one to interface to the PSTN. If the traf?c Within a cellular 
netWork requires more eXchange capacity than the GMSCs 
can provide (Which is typical) then additional Mobile 
SWitching Centers (MSCs) 238, 240 are provided With no 
direct independent access to the PSTN. If not speci?cally 
differentiated, the capabilities of the GMSC and MSC are 
the same. 

The Enhanced Home Location Register 210 of the present 
invention stores the identity and user data of all subscribers 
belonging to the area of the related GMSC 202 and nomi 
nally corresponds to the Home Location Register found in 
other cellular systems. 

Typical user data includes such permanent data as the 
international mobile subscriber number (IMSI) of an indi 
vidual subscriber, the subscriber’s phone number from the 
PSTN, the authentication key for security purposes, the 
subscriber’s permitted supplementary services such as caller 
ID, call Waiting, call forWarding, voice mail, etc. folloWed 
by some temporary data. Temporary data is received from a 
removable Subscriber Identity Module (SIM) Which is 
required for the operation of a mobile station. The SIM card 
identi?es the user to the netWork and contains parameters 
unique to each subscriber and additional temporary data 
speci?c to current operation of the mobile station such as the 
address of the current Visitor Location Register (VLR) 
212—214 (Which is the subject of the folloWing paragraphs), 
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6 
the number to Which calls are to be forWarded (if alloWed 
and activated) and transient security parameters for identi 
?cation and ciphering. 

Visitor Location Register (VLR) 212—214 contains the 
relevant data of all mobile stations currently located Within 
the area of the serving (G)MSC. The permanent data is the 
same as found in EHLR 210; the temporary data differs 
slightly. For eXample, the VLR contains the temporary 
mobile subscriber information (TMSI) Which is used in 
place of the IMSI during certain transmissions over the air 
interface. The use of the TMSI helps thWart the efforts of 
high-tech pirates Who Would intercept the IMSI in an 
attempt at mobile station cloning, a serious user fraud 
problem. 

The VLR supports the (G)MSC during call establishment 
and authentication procedures by furnishing subscriber spe 
ci?c data. EHLR 210 provides the GMSC 202 With the 
address of the pertinent MSC When a call is being received 
from the PSTN by the mobile subscriber. The VLR serves a 
similar purpose, such as authentication, When a call is 
coming from the mobile station. 

Authentication center (AC) 208 is related to the EHLR 
210. It provides the EHLR With different sets of parameters 
to complete the authentication of a mobile station. Since all 
authentication processors are stored in the AC, abuse result 
ing in fraud is (hopefully) prevented. The data stored on the 
SIM card interacts With the output from the AC stored With 
either the EHLR or the HLR alloWing authentication by 
either the EHLR or VLR. 

Referring noW to FIG. 2a, the data structure of Enhanced 
Home Location register (EHLR) 210 Will be discussed. The 
EHLR is an N><M array 250, Where M is the total number of 
subscribers in the netWork and N is a positive integer. Each 
subscriber is allocated a predetermined number N data 
elements in array 250. The N data elements correspond to 
the last N VLRs that have been tracking the subscriber 
mobile station as the user travels among cells. 

One of the elegant aspects of the current invention Will be 
appreciated upon the realiZation that the netWork does not 
have to obtain the subscriber data from the EHLR as the 
mobile station travels from one area to another if the current 
location area is listed Within the last N local areas visited as 
maintained by the EHLR since the mobile station has been 
last authenticated. If the mobile station travels into a neW 
location area, the netWork Will send the authentication 
information and subscriber data to promptly update both the 
EHLR and local VLR to re?ect the order of visited MSCs 
and VLRs. Upon the netWork resending the appropriate 
EHLR entry to the local VLR and then sorting the EHLR 
roW, the oldest entry is discarded, if necessary. 
The general method of operation of the system during 

registration Will noW be discussed. After a mobile station is 
sWitched on, it scans the GSM frequency band With a 
scanning algorithm in order to detect the presence of the 
netWork in the least amount of time. When the netWork is 
detected, the mobile station reads the system information on 
the base channel (other systems may call this the forWard 
channel). With this information, the mobile station is able to 
determine its position in the netWork to Within a predeter 
mined local area. If the current location has changed since 
the mobile station Was last sWitched off, a registration 
procedure takes place. 

Speci?cally, referring noW to FIG. 3 the method of 
operation by Way of eXample Will be discussed. The method 
of operation of registering at the VLR Within a speci?c MSC 
begins in block 302. In block 304 the mobile subscriber 
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sends an location update request to the speci?ed VLR. It is 
then determined by step 306 Whether the mobile is attaching 
or is coming from a location area Within the same MSC. This 
is determined by comparing the data stored in the mobile 
itself With the data in the VLR. If the data is a match, then 
?oW passes to step 308 Where it is determined if the mobile 
unit is registered in the current VLR. If the mobile unit is 
registered in the VLR, then the EHLR need not be updated. 

If step 306 returns a negative response to the attach or 
intra-VLR query, then an inter-VLR case is indicated with 
How control passing to step 316. Step 318 determines 
Whether there is an EHLR con?rmed record of the mobile 
station in the local VLR. If no, then step 320 uses one 
authentication triplet for authentication and ciphering if an 
unused authentication triplet is available. OtherWise an 
authentication triplet is obtained from AC 208 via the 
netWork. The authentication, ciphering and TMSI allocation 
sequence is then begun in step 320 according to the GSM 
standard. Step 322 is detailed in FIG. 4 and involves the 
update location procedure at the EHLR and is equivalent to 
the procedure in 346. In step 324, the mobile station data is 
stored in the local VLR upon receipt of the ISD from the 
netWork. When the data storage of the previous step is 
acknowledged, the registration acceptance is passed to the 
MS as per step 326. 

If the response in step 318 is yes, then step 330 uses one 
authentication triplet for authentication and ciphering if an 
unused authentication triplet is available. OtherWise an 
authentication triplet is obtained from AC 208 via the 
netWork. The authentication, ciphering and TMSI allocation 
sequence is then begun in step 330 according to the GSM 
standard. Step 332 is detailed in FIG. 4 and involves the 
update location procedure at the EHLR and is equivalent to 
the procedure in 346. When the data storage of the previous 
step is acknowledged, the registration acceptance is passed 
to the mobile subscriber (MS) as per step 338. 

If it is determined in step 308 that the mobile unit has not 
registered in the VLR, then ?oW passes to step 342 Where the 
authentication process involving the EHLR and AC begins 
in step 344. 

In step 342, the netWork sends a request to authentication 
center 208 for authentication triplets per the GSM standard. 
In step 344, the authentication, ciphering and TMSI reallo 
cation sequence is started Within the netWork. An update 
location (UL) request is sent in step 346 to the mobile 
station’s EHLR according to the method detailed in FIG. 4. 

The received subscriber data is then stored in the local 
VLR upon receipt of the ISD in step 348. The storage of the 
data is veri?ed and restored as necessary. 

It should be noted that the extra step of storing mobile 
station data transmitted from the EHLR has been eliminated, 
thus also eliminating the netWork overhead involved in 
sending the noW unneeded data. 

It Will be readily apparent that if an EHLR con?rmed 
record of the mobile station exists, then the EHLR Will 
eliminate the step of sending the subscriber’s mobile station 
data over the netWork. 

The method of updating a location request at the EHLR 
Will noW be discussed With reference to FIG. 4. When a 
mobile subscriber moves from one region to another, the 
system must accommodate the movement seamlessly and 
transparently. FloW originates at step 402. At step 404 an 
update location (UL) request arrives from the an MSC at the 
EHLR. At step 406 the optional Data Required parameter is 
looked for. The presence of this parameter indicates that the 
enhancements of the instant invention at the MSC from the 
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UL came may be taken advantage of at this point. If the 
parameter is absent, as is the case With earlier GSM versions, 
then the instant invention has the advantage of still being 
compatible With those versions. 

In step 408 it is determined if the Data Required param 
eter is ?agged. If so, then subscriber data is doWnloaded into 
the visited VLR in step 410 from the netWork. In step 412 
the visited MSC/V LR is marked as the most recently visited 
and the MSC-VLR list in the EHLR is sorted chronologi 
cally in the order of most recently visited. In step 414 
con?rmation of the UL request is sent to the visited VLR if 
the request is successful. The request is repeated until a 
successful con?rmation is received. If the previous MSC 
VLR pair is not listed in the EHLR, then in step 416 a clear 
location (CL) message is sent to the previous MSC/V LR. 

If the optional Data Required parameter is not present in 
step 406, then the request is handled as in previous GSM 
versions With the exception that a CL need not be sent if a 
previous VLR is in the list. In step 420 the subscriber 
information is doWnloaded from the EHLR through the 
netWork to the visited VLR if not in the visited VLR list and 
in step 424 the previous VLR is noti?ed of the movement 
and purges its data concerning the mobile subscriber. 

If the data required ?ag of step 408 is not set, then it is 
determined Whether the visited VLR is currently listed in the 
EHLR in step 430. If not listed, then the mobile subscriber 
has moved into a neW area. The subscriber data is doWn 
loaded from the EHLR into the visited VLR, the MSC-VLR 
list is updated in the EHLR and is marked as the most 
recently visited in step 432 for that mobile subscriber. In step 
434, the MSC-VLR list is sorted in chronological order With 
the most recently visited area’s VLR listed ?rst. 

If the previous MSC-VLR is not in the neWly sorted list, 
then a CL request is sent to the previous MSC/V LR in step 
436. 

In step 438 the number of MSC-VLR pairs for the current 
subscriber is compared to the positive integer N. and if the 
number of pairs exceeds a certain predetermined number N, 
Where N is an integer, then in step 442 the oldest MSC-VLR 
pair is removed and in step 444 a cancel location request is 
sent to the removed local VLR per the GSM standard. 

N typically ranges from 2—4 in a preferred embodiment, 
but may range much further depending on netWork needs 
and operator preferences. Indeed, N may vary from sub 
scriber to subscriber Within the netWork and may be based 
on such factors as the typical Weekday daily route of the 
mobile station, the Weekend route, the time of day or any 
combination thereof. The current GSM standard is defaulted 
to for the value of N=1. 

If in step 428 the visited MSC-VLR is present in the 
EHLR list, then the mobile subscriber is returning to a 
recently visited area. The MSC-VLR is marked as the most 
recently visited and the list is sorted chronologically based 
on time of arrival in step 448. In step 450, the UL acceptance 
is sent to the visited MSC/V LR. In step 452, a cancel 
location request is sent to the previous MSC/VLR if the 
MSC-VLR pair is not in the EHLR. 

It may be seen that the capacity increase depends on the 
subscriber’s mobile station mobility behavior, the amount of 
subscriber information and netWork con?guration/topology. 
The range of capacity gains is approximately 30—50% of the 
existing Inter-VLR location update transactions cost at the 
MSC-VLR because of the re-use of authentication triplets 
Which remain after other mobile stations move from the 
local VLR area and from the signi?cant reduction of ISD 
and Cancel Location transactions Which removes the mobile 
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station data from a VLR immediately after the mobile station 
moves to a neW area served by a different VLR. 

FIG. 5 illustrates the typical overall gain in capacity at the 
MSC-VLR. As can be seen from the graph, the more 
boundary crossings per hour as shoWn on the ordinate (X 
axis) results in a larger percentage capacity increase on the 
abscissa (y axis). Some of the factors taken into consider 
ation include a busy hour call attempts (BHCA) of 1.26 With 
a mobile call termination percentage of 53% and mobile call 
origination of 51%. There is also assumed a handover per 
call of 0.27 With an attach/detach rate of 0.27 and 0.03 
respectively during the busy hour. Additionally there are 
0.22 short messages during the busy hour. 

The authentication and IMEI check frequency is set to 1 
in 5 in all transactions other than the attach and inter-VLR 
LU operations, in Which case the frequency is 1 in 1. 

The EHLR/AuthoriZation Center capacity improvement is 
illustrated similarly in FIG. 6. The graphs also include the 
assumptions that there is a 100% hit ratio of existing 
subscriber mobile station data present in the previous local 
VLR area. 

Other embodiments of the invention Will be apparent to 
those skilled in the art from consideration of the speci?ca 
tion and practice of the invention disclosed herein. It is 
intended that the speci?cation and examples be considered 
as exemplary only, With a true scope and spirit of the 
invention being indicated by the folloWing claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A method of managing registration of mobile stations 

in a cellular communication system including a central 
sWitching center operably connected to a public sWitched 
telephone netWork, a plurality of transceiver stations con 
nected to the central sWitching center for communicating 
With said mobile stations, and a registration processor con 
nected to the central sWitching center including a plurality of 
?rst registers and a second register, the method comprising 
the steps of: 

receiving a location update request from a mobile station 
at a visited ?rst register; 

if said mobile station is registered With said visited ?rst 
register, sending a location update from said visited 
?rst to said second register, said location update includ 
ing a data required parameter set to a ?rst value; and, 

if said mobile station is not registered With said visited 
?rst register, sending a location update from said vis 
ited ?rst to said second register, said location update 
including a data required parameter set to a second 
value. 

10 

15 

20 

25 

30 

10 
2. A cellular communication system, Which comprises: 

a gateWay central sWitching controller capable of connec 
tion to a public sWitched telephone netWork; 

a plurality of central sWitching controllers operably con 
nected to said gateWay central sWitching controller; 

a plurality of transceiver stations for communicating With 
mobile stations traveling among predetermined geo 
graphic areas, each transceiver station being associated 
With one of said geographic areas and operably con 
nected to one of said central sWitching controllers; 

a home location register associated With said gateWay 
central sWitching controller for storing mobile station 
related data; 

a plurality of visitor location registers, each visitor loca 
tion register being associated With one of said central 
sWitching controllers for storing temporary mobile sta 
tion related data, each of said visitor location registers 
including: 
means for receiving a location update request from a 

mobile station; 
means for sending a location update to said home 

location register, said location update including a 
data required parameter set to a ?rst value, if said 
mobile station is registered With said visitor location 
register; and, 

means for sending a location update to said home 
location register, said location update including a 
data required parameter set to a second value, if said 
mobile station is not registered With said visitor 
location register. 

3. Avisitor location register for a cellular communication 
35 system, Which comprises: 
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means for receiving a location update request from a 
mobile station; 

means for sending a location update to a home location 
register, said location update including a data required 
parameter set to a ?rst value, if said mobile station is 
registered With said visitor location register; and, 

means for sending a location update to said home location 
register, said location update including a data required 
parameter set to a second value, if said mobile station 
is not registered With said visitor location register. 

* * * * * 


