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T-SHAPED MEDICAL GRAFT CONNECTOR 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

This invention relates to tubular medical grafts, and more 
particularly to connectors for use in making tubular connec 
tions betWeen tubular grafts and a patient’s tubular tissue 
structures. 

Goldsteen et al. US. patent application Ser. No. 08/745, 
618, ?led Nov. 7, 1996, Sullivan et al. US. patent applica 
tion Ser. No. 08/844,992, ?led Apr. 23, 1997, and Sullivan 
et al. US. patent application Ser. No. 08/869,808, ?led Jun. 
5, 1997 (all of Which are hereby incorporated by reference 
herein) shoW examples of medical procedures in Which it is 
necessary to make one or more tubular connections betWeen 
a patient’s tubular body tissue structures and a tubular graft. 
The tubular graft may be either natural body tissue relocated 
from elseWhere in the patient’s body, an arti?cial graft 
structure, or a combination of natural and arti?cial struc 
tures. In the exemplary procedures shoWn in the three 
references mentioned above it is typically necessary to 
connect an end of the graft to a side Wall of the patient’s 
pre-existing body tubing (e.g., a blood vessel). The three 
aforementioned patent applications deal primarily With pro 
cedures that are performed to the greatest extent possible 
percutaneously and through lumens of a patient’s tubular 
body structures. Thus a graft connector is sometimes needed 
that can be delivered and installed via such lumens. It is 
preferable that in such a graft connector a minimum of 
hardWare be required to pass through the aperture in the side 
Wall of the patient’s tubular body structure to engage the 
graft connector, because hardWare passing through an arti 
?cially created aperture can damage the aperture, or Widen 
it more than necessary. At other times, a graft connector is 
needed that can be installed during more traditional surgical 
procedures. 

It is important for a graft connector to be easy and quick 
to install (Whether percutaneously or surgically), but to be 
secure after installation. It is typically preferable for a graft 
connector to be relatively ?exible after installation so that it 
does not form an unnaturally rigid structure in the patient’s 
body. 

In vieW of the foregoing, it Would be desirable to be able 
to provide an improved graft connector for making a tubular 
connection betWeen a tubular graft and a patient’s tubular 
body tissue structures. 

It Would also be desirable to be able to provide a tubular 
graft connector that is easy and quick to install, in some 
cases percutaneously and in some cases surgically, but 
Which is strong and secure after installation. 

It Would further be desirable to be able to provide a 
tubular graft connector that can be installed With a minimum 
of hardWare passing through the aperture in the side Wall of 
the tubular body structure to Which the tubular graft is being 
attached. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

It is an object of this invention to provide an improved 
graft connector for making a tubular connection betWeen a 
tubular graft and a patient’s tubular body tissue structures. 

It is also an object of this invention to provide a tubular 
graft connector that is easy and quick to install, in some 
cases percutaneously and in some cases surgically, but 
Which is strong and secure after installation. 

It is a further object of this invention to provide a tubular 
graft connector that can be installed With a minimum of 
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2 
hardWare passing through the aperture in the side Wall of the 
tubular body structure to Which the tubular graft is being 
attached. 

These and other objects of the invention are accomplished 
in accordance With the principles of the invention by pro 
viding a tWo-piece graft connector structure for making an 
end-to-side connection betWeen an end of a tubular graft and 
a side Wall of a patient’s tubular body structure. The graft 
connector has a tubular band section con?gured to make a 
tubular connection to the end of the tubular graft, the tubular 
band section having a distal end and a plurality of retention 
loops attached to the tubular band section, each of the 
retention loops having a circumference, and a tubular anchor 
structure con?gured to be inserted substantially coaxially in 
the patient’s tubular body structure and through the retention 
loops, the tubular anchor structure having a side Wall With a 
circumference Which is expandable to approximately at least 
the circumference of the retention loops, and preferably to 
the circumference of the tubular body structure. In one 
embodiment of the invention, the loops may be replaced by 
arc-shaped retention ?ngers. These retention ?ngers prefer 
ably perform a function similar to the loops, as Will be 
explained. 
The retention loops of the tubular band section are pref 

erably inserted into an aperture in the side Wall of the 
patient’s tubular body structure. The planes formed by the 
retention loops are preferably oriented substantially perpen 
dicularly to the longitudinal axis of the tubular body struc 
ture. HoWever, the retention loops need not necessarily be 
oriented With their planes perpendicular to the longitudinal 
axis. They may be oriented With their planes off-axis, as long 
as they are suf?ciently off-axis to present an effective 
opening siZe large enough to accommodate the diameter of 
the unexpanded tubular anchor structure so that it can be 
inserted into the retention loops. 

Next, the tubular anchor structure is inserted substantially 
coaxially in the patient’s tubular body structure, adjacent to 
the aperture in the side Wall of the tubular body structure and 
Within the retention loops. After the tubular anchor structure 
is inserted into the tubular body structure and Within the 
retention loops, it is preferably circumferentially expanded 
so as to engage the retention loops. More preferably, the 
tubular anchor structure is expanded suf?ciently to compress 
the loops against the side Wall of the patient’s tubular body 
structure to avoid obstructing ?uid ?oW through the tubular 
body structure. Also, the tension on the loops caused by the 
expansion of the tubular anchor structure draWs the tubular 
graft to the patient’s tubular body structure, preferably 
forming a seal betWeen either the tubular graft or the tubular 
band section and the patient’s tubular body structure. 

The tubular band section of the graft connector ?ts around 
or inside an end portion of the tubular graft and may be 
attached before or after the distal end of the tubular band 
section is secured Within the patient’s tubular body structure 
by the tubular anchor structure. 

In another embodiment of the invention, tubular body 
structure may be replaced by a tubular graft having a Wire 
frame. This construction alloWs the retention loops to be 
Welded or af?xed by some suitable means directly to tubular 
graft Without requiring an additional piece of material, i.e., 
the aforementioned tubular band section. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The above and other objects and advantages of the present 
invention Will be apparent upon consideration of the fol 
loWing detailed description, taken in conjunction With the 
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accompanying drawings, in Which like referenced characters 
refer to like parts throughout, and in Which: 

FIG. 1 is an elevational vieW, partly in section, of a 
tWo-piece connector according to the present invention 
being deployed in a tubular body structure; 

FIG. 2 is an elevational vieW, partly in section, of the 
tWo-piece connector of FIG. 1 after deployment is complete; 

FIG. 3 is an elevational vieW of a preferred embodiment 
of a tubular anchor structure of the tWo-piece connector 
according to the invention; 

FIG. 4 is an elevational vieW of the tubular anchor 
structure of FIG. 3 in an expanded state; 

FIG. 5 is an elevational vieW of a ?rst preferred embodi 
ment of the tubular band section of the tWo-piece connector 
according to the invention; 

FIG. 6 is an elevational vieW, partly in section, of a second 
preferred embodiment of a tWo-piece connector according to 
the present invention; 

FIG. 7 is an elevational vieW of another preferred embodi 
ment of a tubular anchor structure of the tWo-piece connec 
tor according to the present invention; 

FIG. 8 is an elevational vieW of second preferred embodi 
ment of the tubular band section of the tWo-piece connector 
according to the invention; 

FIG. 9 is an elevational vieW of third preferred embodi 
ment of the tubular band section of the tWo-piece connector 
according to the invention; and 

FIG. 10 is a sectional vieW of a retention loop according 
to the invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

An illustrative embodiment of a tWo-piece graft connector 
10 in accordance With this invention for connecting the end 
of a tubular graft 12 to an aperture 13 in the side Wall 14 of 
a patient’s tubular body tissue structure 11 is shoWn in FIG. 
1. Connector 10 preferably includes a tubular band section 
20 adapted to be received in or around an end of a tubular 
graft 12. Aplurality of retention loops 26 preferably extend 
from a preferably circumferential line of attachment on 
tubular band section 20. 
An advantage to af?xing retention loops 26 to tubular 

band section 20 is that once tubular band section 20 is 
af?xed to tubular graft 12, retention loops 26 cannot rotate 
relative to tubular graft 12. Alternatively, When tubular graft 
12 is constructed from arti?cial tubing, a Wire frame 60 may 
be constructed as part of the structure of tubular graft 12, as 
shoWn in FIG. 8. Retention loops 26 may then be Welded or 
af?xed by some other suitable means to Wire frame 60 Within 
tubular graft 12. In another embodiment of the invention, 
retention loops 26, may be replaced by relatively thicker 
retention ?ngers 70, as shoWn in FIG. 9. Retention ?ngers 70 
function similarly to retention loops 26, as Will be explained, 
but do not form loops. Rather, they form arcs, extending 
partially around the circumference of tubular body structure 
11. Retention ?ngers 70 may be formed by suitable methods 
knoWn in the art. 

Nitinol Wire With a diameter preferably betWeen about 
0.002 inch (about 0.05 mm) and about 0.005 inch (about 
0.13 mm), or some other suitable material, may preferably 
be used to form retention loops 26. Retention loops 26 may 
preferably be heat-formed around a mandrel 80, as shoWn in 
FIG. 10. Mandrel 80 is preferably siZed to approximately 
simulate patient’s tubular body structure 11. After formation 
on mandrel 80, the ?nal diameter of retention loops 26 
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4 
preferably approximately matches the diameter of tubular 
body structure 11. 

In one embodiment of the invention, extra material 
extends from distal end 24 of tubular band section 20 and 
from tubular graft section 12 past the circumferential line of 
attachment of retention loops 26, forming a lip 28 around 
distal end 24 of tubular band section 20, as shoWn in FIGS. 
1—2, 5 and 6, for reasons that Will be explained. Connector 
10 also includes a tubular anchor structure 30 Which initially 
has a relatively small cross section as shoWn in FIGS. 1 and 
3, but Which is circumferentially expandable or enlargeable 
to a relatively large cross section as shoWn in FIGS. 2, 4, and 
6. 

Tubular band section 20 is preferably inserted by methods 
described in above-incorporated patent application Ser. No. 
08/745,618. It can be attached to tubular graft 12 by a 
suitable method knoWn to one skilled in the art. Although 
tubular graft 12 is preferably attached to tubular band 
section 20 before tubular band section 20 is anchored to 
tubular body structure 11, tubular band section 20 may be 
anchored to tubular body structure 11 ?rst, and tubular band 
section 20 attached to tubular graft 20 afterWards. Retention 
loops 26 preferably extend through the aperture 13 in side 
Wall 14 of the patient’s tubular body tissue structure as 
shoWn in FIG. 1. The plane formed by each of the retention 
loops 26 is preferably oriented substantially perpendicularly 
to the longitudinal’axis of tubular body structure 11. For 
example, radiologic markers 27 equally spaced along the 
circumference of distal end 24 of tubular band section 20. 
These can be vieWed radiologically by the physician to 
alloW him or her to determine and adjust the orientation of 
tubular band section 20 With respect to tubular body struc 
ture 11, so that retention loops 26 are properly oriented. 

Tubular anchor structure 30 is preferably inserted in its 
relatively small cross-sectional con?guration (FIGS. 1 and 
3) coaxially into patient’s tubular body structure 11. When 
in its unexpanded state, tubular anchor structure 30 can be 
deployed percutaneously by methods described in above 
incorporated application Ser. No. 08/745,618. Tubular 
anchor structure 30 may be delivered through tubular body 
structure 11. Alternatively, tubular anchor structure 30 may 
be delivered through tubular graft 12 and into aperture 13 in 
side Wall 14 of patient’s body tissue structure 11. 
When initially deployed, tubular anchor structure 30 is 

preferably positioned substantially opposite aperture 13 in 
side Wall 14, running through retention loops 26. It is for this 
reason that the planes of retention loops 26 are preferably 
oriented substantially perpendicularly to the longitudinal 
axis of tubular body structure 11. HoWever, as long as each 
of the planes is suf?ciently off-axis for tubular anchor 
structure 30 to be inserted through retention loops 26—the 
speci?c permissible orientation angle is a function of the 
diameter of tubular anchor structure 30 in its unexpanded 
state and of the diameter of the retention loops 26—that is 
all that is required. 
The presence of tubular anchor structure 30 in retention 

loops 26 prevents removal of tubular band section 20 from 
tubular body structure 11. Next, tubular anchor structure 30 
should preferably be circumferentially expanded so that it 
annularly engages retention loops 26, thus pulling on tubular 
band section 20 and securing the distal end 24 of tubular 
band section 20 to side Wall 14 of patient’s tubular body 
tissue structure 11. A preferred method of circumferentially 
expanding tubular anchor structure 30 is by inserting a 
balloon (not shoWn) Within tubular anchor structure 30, and 
dilating the balloon. The balloon forces tubular anchor 
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structure 30 into its expanded size. Following expansion, the 
balloon can be de?ated and removed. The tubular anchor 
structure 30 is preferably formed from tubular metal mesh 
and Will retain its expanded shape. Small slit-like perfora 
tions 33 in tubular anchor structure 30, Which alloW tubular 
anchor structure 30 to be expanded, are shoWn in FIGS. 1—4, 
and 6. After tubular anchor structure 30 is expanded and 
forms a substantially stiff, inelastic tubular structure, it 
preferably ?rmly engages retention loops 26 as shoWn in 
FIG. 2, and preferably presses closely against the inner Wall 
of tubular body structure 11 to minimize obstruction of ?uid 
?oW. 
When tubular anchor structure 30 ?rmly engages reten 

tion loops 26, lip 28 of tubular band section 20 preferably is 
draWn to aperture 13 in side Wall 14, and preferably forms 
a hemodynamic seal betWeen tubular band section 20 and 
side Wall 14. Once the seal has been formed, ?oW betWeen 
tubular graft 12 and tubular body structure 11 may continue 
Without leakage betWeen the tWo structures. Lip 28 forms 
the hemodynamic seal With tubular body structure 11 When 
tubular band section 20 is Within or around (not shoWn) 
tubular graft 12. HoWever, if tubular band section 20 is 
Within graft 12, a lip of the material of tubular graft 12 may 
also help form a seal against tubular body structure 11 as 
shoWn in FIGS. 1—2 and 6. If tubular graft 12 is a natural 
body tissue, it may ultimately groW into tubular body 
structure 11, forming an even better seal. 

In one embodiment of the invention, retention ?ngers 70 
extend from the point of attachment on the tubular band 
section 20, as shoWn in FIG. 9. Each of retention ?ngers 70 
preferably extends on one side of the tubular anchor struc 
ture 30 suf?cient to reach the point of greatest Width of 
tubular anchor structure 30. When fully deployed, tubular 
anchor structure 30 preferably secures retention ?ngers 70 
Within tubular body structure 11 by compressing retention 
?ngers against side Wall 14 of tubular body structure 11 (not 
shoWn). This, in turn, secures tubular graft 12 to tubular 
body structure 11. Retention ?ngers 70 may be made of 
nitinol or some other suitable material. Retention ?ngers 
preferably have a thickness of about 0.002 inch (about 0.05 
mm), and a Width of betWeen about 0.02 inch (about 0.5 
mm) and about 0.03 inch (about 0.75 Retention ?ngers 
70 are also substantially stiffer than retention loops 26 Would 
be. 
As shoWn in FIG. 3, tubular anchor structure 30 may be 

a modi?ed metal tube, formed from expandable metal—i.e., 
metal that has been perforated and cut in such a Way that it 
can be expanded in one or more directions by deforming the 
metal in the vicinity of the cuts and perforations. This type 
of structure is frequently found in stents used to prevent 
collapses of tubular body structures, and tubular anchor 
structure 30 could be a converted stent, possibly With some 
modi?cations. 

Tubular anchor structure 30 is preferably circumferen 
tially expandable by a selectively in?atable balloon. The 
expanded shape of tubular anchor structure 30 is shoWn in 
FIGS. 2, 4, and 6. One or more large perforations 32 may 
preferably be provided to provide a less obstructed ?oW of 
?uid betWeen tubular body structure 11 and tubular graft 12. 
Alternatively, a single large opening 54 (See FIGS. 6, 7) may 
be provided for that purpose. Radiologic markers 56 are 
preferably provided and are preferably equally spaced along 
the circumference of perforations 32, or in the alternative 
along the circumference of opening 54, to help the physician 
position the tubular anchor structure 30 so that the perfora 
tions 32, or in the alternative the opening 54, faces the 
tubular band section 20. The radiologic markers 56 can be 
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6 
vieWed radiologically by the physician to determine the 
orientation of tubular anchor structure 30 relative to the 
radiologic markers 27 along the circumference of distal end 
24 of tubular band section 20 (FIGS. 1 and 6). This orien 
tation procedure helps the physician maximiZe ?oW from 
tubular graft 12 into aperture 13. Another possible method of 
orienting the tubular anchor structure 30 is by delivering it 
through the tubular graft 12 With the perforations 32, or the 
opening 54, facing tubular band section 20 upon deploy 
ment. This orientation is possible because tubular anchor 
structure 30 is being deployed directly through tubular graft 
12, and as oriented can be controlled directly and continu 
ously during deployment. 

In another embodiment of the invention, tubular anchor 
structure 50 may be constructed from an open mesh frame 
Work 51 (e.g., a braid of nitinol, stainless steel, or tungsten 
Wires or polymer strands) Which may be covered With a 
rubber-like Web 52 (e.g., of silicone), as shoWn in FIG. 7. 
Preferably, a large perforation 54 Will be in open mesh 
frameWork 51 and rubber-like Web 52, to alloW for ?uid ?oW 
from the tubular graft. This structure is preferably similar to 
tubular structures described in above-incorporated applica 
tion Ser. No. 08/745,618, but is preferably made of a heavier 
gauge nitinol Wire so that it is stiffer, to better anchor tubular 
band section 20. Moreover, tubular anchor structure 50 may 
be deployed by methods similar to those shoWn in said 
application Ser. No. 08/745,618. 
An advantageous characteristic of the abovedescribed 

frameWork is that it is extremely elastic and resilient. Thus 
it can be radically deformed (e.g., during installation and 
before tubular anchor structure 50 is expanded), and it 
thereafter returns to its original shape Without any damage or 
memory that it Was deformed. This type of structure is also 
?exible in use so that it may advantageously pulse in 
response to blood pressure pulses When it is used in a 
patient’s circulatory system. In other Words, the connector is 
compliant under blood pressure. Tubular anchor structure 
may also be constructed in conformance With stent technol 
ogy (not shoWn) as is knoWn in the art. 

Thus a tWo-piece graft connector for making end-to-side 
connections betWeen the end of a graft conduit and a side 
Wall of a patient’s body structure has been provided. It Will 
be understood that the forgoing is only illustrative of the 
principles of the invention and that various modi?cations 
can be made by those skilled in the art Without departing 
from the scope and spirit of the invention. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A connector for making a connection betWeen an end 

of a ?rst tubular structure in a patient and a side Wall of a 
second tubular structure in a patient comprising: 

a plurality of retention elements for attachment to the ?rst 
tubular structure; and 

a tubular anchor structure for insertion in the second 
tubular structure along a longitudinal axis of the second 
tubular structure and through said retention elements, 
such that at least one of said retention elements at least 
partially annularly engages said tubular anchor struc 
ture around a substantial portion of an outside of said 
tubular anchor structure. 

2. The connector of claim 1 Wherein said retention ele 
ments comprise loops. 

3. The connector of claim 2 further comprising a tubular 
band section, said loops being attached to said tubular band 
section, said tubular band section being con?gured to make 
a tubular connection to the ?rst tubular structure. 

4. The connector of claim 3 further comprising a lip 
extending from said tubular band section, Whereby When 
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said tubular anchor structure retains said loops Within the 
second tubular structure, said lip forms a seal With the 
second tubular structure. 

5. The connector of claim 2 Wherein the ?rst tubular 
structure includes a Wire frame, said loops being attached to 
said Wire frame. 

6. The connector of claim 1 Wherein the diameter of said 
tubular anchor structure When deployed is at least about as 
great as the diameter of the second tubular structure. 

7. The connector of claim 6 Wherein each of said retention 
elements comprises a ?nger, said ?nger extending from a 
circumferential line of attachment on the ?rst tubular struc 
ture for a distance suf?cient to reach a point of greatest Width 
in said tubular anchor structure. 

8. The connector of claim 7 further comprising a tubular 
band section, each of said ?ngers being attached to said 
tubular band section, said tubular band section being con 
?gured to make a tubular connection to the ?rst tubular 
structure. 

9. The connector of claim 7 Wherein the ?rst tubular 
structure includes a Wire frame, each of said retention ?ngers 
being attached to said Wire frame. 

10. The connector of claim 6 Wherein the tubular anchor 
structure is radially expandable, said diameter of said tubular 
anchor structure before and during deployment being sub 
stantially less than said diameter of the second tubular 
structure. 

11. The connector of claim 10 Wherein said tubular anchor 
structure compresses said retention elements betWeen said 
tubular anchor structure and the second tubular structure. 

12. The connector of claim 1 Wherein said elements are 
heat-formed around a mandrel having approximately the 
diameter of the second tubular structure. 

13. The connector of claim 1 Wherein, When said con 
nector is deployed, each of said elements de?nes a plane, 
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each of said planes running substantially perpendicular to 
said longitudinal axis of the second tubular structure. 

14. The connector of claim 13 Wherein said tubular anchor 
structure compresses said retention elements betWeen the 
tubular anchor structure and said second tubular structure. 

15. The connector of claim 1 Wherein said tubular anchor 
structure includes a perforated tubular Wall. 

16. The connector of claim 8 further comprising a lip 
extending from said tubular band section, such that When 
said tubular anchor structure retains said ?ngers Within the 
second tubular structure, said lip forms a seal With the 
second tubular structure. 

17. The connector of claim 1 further comprising a lip 
extending from the ?rst tubular structure, such that When 
said tubular anchor structure retains said retention elements 
Within the second tubular structure, said lip forms a seal With 
the second tubular structure. 

18. The connector of claim 15 Wherein said tubular anchor 
structure has an opening at a junction betWeen said tubular 
anchor structure and the ?rst tubular structure, said opening 
having a diameter on the order of the diameter of the ?rst 
tubular structure. 

19. The connector of claim 18 Wherein said diameter of 
said opening is substantially equal to said diameter of the 
?rst tubular structure. 

20. The connector of claim 15 Wherein said tubular anchor 
structure has an inner face and is formed from a tube of 
metal substantially completely perforated With offset slits 
such that pressure applied to said inner face causes said 
tubular anchor structure to expand and form a substantially 
rigid tubular mesh. 

21. The connector of claim 18 Wherein said tubular anchor 
structure is formed from an open mesh tubular frameWork 
covered With an elastic Web. 


