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[57] ABSTRACT 

A hermetically sealed, molded thermoplastic dispensing 
container is provided Which includes a noZZle having a 
resilient and unitary annular bead about the periphery 
thereof. The noZZle is siZed to receive the hub of a dispens 
ing assembly in a mating relationship and the bead provides 
a secure friction ?t and liquid seal between the hub and the 
noZZle. The method of forming a container With a noZZle 
having such a bead includes the use of seal molds having a 
groove conforming to the shape of the bead and a vacuum 
passage in communication With such groove and the step of 
creating a vacuum through the passage and the groove to 
pull a portion of a parison into the groove to form the bead. 

9 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets 
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HERMETICALLY SEALED CONTAINER 
INCLUDING A NOZZLE WITH A SEALING 

BEAD 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

This invention relates to hermetically sealed containers 
and, more particularly, to a dispensing container With a 
noZZle that includes a sealing bead. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Hermetically sealed containers With luer tapered dispens 
ing noZZles adapted to receive the hub of a hyperdermic 
needle assembly are knoWn in the art. See, for example, FIG. 
11 of US. Pat. No. 5,595,314 to Weiler Which discloses a 
male luer connector adapted to receive the female hub of a 
hyperdermic needle. Internal threads in the connector 
engage lugs on the hub of the needle for securing the needle 
to the noZZle. 

Although the connector shoWn in US. Pat. No. 5,595,314 
has proven useful, a separate insert is required to provide the 
connector feature. 

Hermetically sealed containers produced by the so-called 
bloW/?ll/seal techniques such as, for example, the bloW/?ll/ 
seal techniques shoWn and disclosed in US. Pat. No. 4,671, 
763 to Weiler have gained Widespread acceptance in the 
pharmaceutical ?eld. Such containers are formed betWeen 
cooperating molds that are closed around an extended length 
of a parison. This fabrication process, While ef?cient, nec 
essarily results in a ?nished container With a mold seam or 
parting line. 

The presence of such a seam on a dispensing noZZle is 
disadvantageous in applications Where it is desired to mount 
a dispensing needle or spike on the noZZle because the seam 
may create a gap betWeen mating surfaces through Which 
liquid contents of the container can leak during the dispens 
ing operation. It Would thus also be desirable to provide a 
container With an improved noZZle that provides a liquid seal 
in the region of the mold seam. The present invention 
provides such an improved noZZle on a dispensing container. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

A hermetically sealed, molded thermoplastic dispensing 
container embodying the present invention includes a noZZle 
unitary With the container, Which noZZle de?nes a dispensing 
aperture. A removable closure unitary With the noZZle 
occludes the aperture, and a resilient annular bead about the 
periphery of the noZZle, unitary thereWith and spaced from 
the aperture, provides a liquid seal for a dispensing needle 
or spike mounted thereto. 

The noZZle is siZed to receive a hub of a dispensing 
assembly such as, for example, a hypodermic needle 
assembly, in a mating relationship thereWith. The annular 
bead provides a liquid seal betWeen the hub and the noZZle. 

In one embodiment of the present invention, the resilient 
bead has substantially a ?n-like or triangular cross-section 
and includes spaced-apart upper and loWer surfaces Which 
extend radially outWardly from the outer surface of the 
noZZle at an obtuse angle and converge to an edge. 

In one embodiment, the obtuse angle betWeen the outer 
surface of the noZZle and the upper surface of the bead is 
approximately 120 degrees While the obtuse angle betWeen 
the outer surface of the noZZle and the loWer surface of the 
bead is approximately 135 degrees. 

Other suitable bead embodiments are, for example, a bead 
Where the loWer surface of the bead extends radially out 
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Wardly from the outer surface of the noZZle substantially 
normal to the noZZle surface and the upper surface of the 
bead extends radially outWardly from the outer surface of 
the noZZle at an obtuse angle. The present invention also 
contemplates embodiments Where the bead is syncline or 
rounded. 

A container including the present features can be made by 
a method Which includes the steps of extending a parison 
segment betWeen main molds and seal molds, respectively, 
Where the seal molds include a groove conforming to the 
shape of the bead and a vacuum passage Which extends from 
the groove through the seal molds and closing the main 
molds to form a body portion of the container and then 
?lling the body portion With a liquid. Next, the seal molds 
are closed to form the noZZle and seal the container. A 
vacuum is created through the passage and the groove in the 
seal molds to pull a portion of the parison into the groove 
and form the bead during the sealing operation. 
Numerous other advantages and features of the present 

invention Will become readily apparent from the folloWing 
detailed description of the invention, from the claims, and 
from the accompanying draWings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

In the accompanying draWings forming part of the 
speci?cation, in Which like numerals are employed to des 
ignate like parts throughout the same, 

FIG. 1 is a perspective vieW of one embodiment of a 
container of the present invention in its bloW molded, ?lled 
and sealed con?guration; 

FIG. 2 is an enlarged fragmentary part sectional vieW of 
the nozzle and cap portion of the container of FIG. 1 in 
elevation; 

FIG. 3 is an enlarged fragmentary part sectional vieW of 
another noZZle embodiment in elevation; 

FIG. 4 is an enlarged fragmentary part sectional vieW of 
another noZZle embodiment in elevation; 

FIG. 5 is an enlarged fragmentary part sectional vieW of 
the container of FIG. 1 in elevation With the cap removed 
therefrom and a dispensing needle ?tted over the noZZle; 

FIG. 6 is a fragmentary elevational vieW, partly in section, 
of the molds for forming the container of FIG. 1, the main 
molds being shoWn in their closed position for forming the 
container body portion and the seal molds in their open 
position; 

FIG. 7 is a fragmentary elevational vieW, partly in section, 
similar to that of FIG. 6 but shoWing the seal molds closed 
for forming the neck, noZZle and cap portions of the con 
tainer; and 

FIG. 8 is a fragmentary elevational vieW, partly in section, 
similar to FIG. 7 but additionally shoWing the parison in the 
groove in the seal molds for forming the bead on the noZZle. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

Referring to FIGS. 1 and 2, a hermetically sealed, molded 
thermoplastic container 10 embodying the present invention 
includes a body portion 12, a neck portion 14 unitary With 
the body portion 12, a unitary stem or noZZle 16 extending 
in a direction aWay from the neck portion 14 and including 
an upper end de?ning a dispensing or draining aperture 18, 
and a removable tWist-off overcap or closure 20 Which 
occludes the aperture 18 and is unitary With the noZZle 16. 
The closure 20 is delineated by a frangible Web 22. 



6,068,148 
3 

Because the container 10 is fabricated by the so-called 
bloW/?ll/seal techniques such as, for example, the tech 
niques shown and disclosed in US. Pat. No. 4,671,763 to 
Weiler Which includes the use of cooperating molds, the 
container 10 includes a central peripheral mold seam or 
parting line 23. 

The molded thermoplastic material can be a conventional 
molding material such as high density polyethylene, loW 
density polyethylene, polypropylene, and the like, compat 
ible With the contemplated container contents. Containers 
embodying the present invention can have a Wide variety of 
shapes and capacities. 

The invention disclosed herein is, of course, susceptible 
of embodiment in many different forms. ShoWn in the 
draWings and described hereinbeloW in detail are preferred 
embodiments of the invention. It is to be understood, 
hoWever, that the present disclosure is an exempli?cation of 
the principles of the invention and does not limit the 
invention to the illustrated embodiments. 

For ease of description, the container 10 embodying the 
present invention is described hereinbeloW in its usual 
assembled positions as shoWn in the accompanying draW 
ings and terms such as upper, loWer, horiZontal, etc., Will be 
used herein With reference to this usual position. HoWever, 
the container may be manufactured, stored, transported, 
sold, or used in orientations other than those described and 
shoWn herein. 
As shoWn in FIGS. 1 and 2, the noZZle 16 includes an 

outer peripheral surface 24 and a resilient, unitary annular 
bead 26 extending circumferentially and radially outWardly 
about the outer peripheral surface 24. The bead 26 is spaced 
from, and lies in a plane generally parallel to, the aperture 18 
of the noZZle 16. 

In the preferred embodiment of the present invention, the 
bead 26 has a substantially triangular or ?n-shaped cross 
section and includes spaced-apart loWer and upper ?at 
surfaces 28 and 30 respectively Which converge radially 
outWardly at an obtuse angle from the noZZle outer surface 
24 and include distal ends Which terminate into an annular 
edge or tip 32. Particularly, the loWer surface 28 extends 
unitarily outWardly from the outer noZZle surface 24 at an 
obtuse angle Which is greater than the obtuse angle betWeen 
the upper surface 30 and the outer noZZle surface 24. 
Preferably, the loWer surface 28 extends aWay from the outer 
noZZle surface 24 at an angle AWhich is approximately 135 
degrees While the upper surface 30 extends aWay from the 
outer noZZle surface 24 at an angle B Which is approximately 
120 degrees. 
The present invention is not limited to the particular 

triangular orientation of FIG. 2, of course, but rather encom 
passes all other suitable and desirable con?gurations such 
as, for example, a syncline con?guration or the embodiment 
of FIG. 3 Which shoWs a noZZle 116 including an outer 
noZZle surface 124 having a substantially triangularly 
shaped annular bead 126 extending circumferentially and 
radially outWardly therefrom. The bead 126 includes a loWer 
?at surface 128 Which extends unitarily generally normally 
outWardly from the outer surface 124 and a spaced-apart 
upper ?at surface 130 Which extends unitarily radially 
outWardly from the outer noZZle surface 124 at an obtuse 
angle C of approximately 160 degrees. The distal ends of the 
tWo surfaces 128 and 130 terminate in an annular edge 132. 

FIG. 4 shoWs yet another noZZle embodiment 216 Which 
includes an outer noZZle surface 224 having an annular bead 
226 With a rounded surface 228. 

As shoWn in FIG. 5, the container 10 of the present 
invention is adapted to be used together With a dispensing 
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assembly 34, such as hypodermic needle assembly, includ 
ing a female hub 36 With a luer tapered inner surface 38 
Which de?nes an interior hub cavity 40 and terminates in a 
dispensing or draining aperture 42. A dispensing needle 44 
is mounted to the hub 36 and extends outWardly from the 
apertured end of the hub 36. According to the invention, the 
hub cavity 40 and the noZZle 16 are siZed to alloW the hub 
36 to be ?tted over the noZZle 16 as described beloW. The 
resilient bead 26 is siZed such that its diameter, combined 
With the diameter of the noZZle 16, is slightly greater than the 
diameter of the hub cavity 40 in the region of engagement. 
The container/dispensing assembly combination of FIG. 5 

is particularly useful in medical applications Which require 
the transfer or mixing of the contents of the container 10 
With the contents of another container such as, for example, 
an intravenous bag. The needle assembly 34 provides for the 
quick and ef?cient transfer of liquid contents in such appli 
cations. 
The transfer procedure, of course, initially includes the 

step of opening the container 10 by tWisting off the overcap 
20 about the frangible Web 22 so as to expose draining 
aperture 18. 
The needle assembly 34 is then securely ?tted to the 

container 10. Particularly, the hub 36 thereof is received and 
?tted over the noZZle 16 in a mating relationship Where a 
portion of the inner surface 38 of the hub 36 is in abutting 
and contiguous relationship With the outer surface 24 of the 
noZZle 16 and a portion of the inner surface 38 of the hub 36 
is in abutting and contiguous relationship With the com 
pressed annular edge 32 and surfaces 28 and 30 of the bead 
26. 

The resiliency and compressibility of the bead 26 and, 
more particularly, the resiliency and compressibility of the 
molded thermoplastic material comprising the same, alloWs 
the hub 36 to be pressed over the bead 26 Which, in turn, 
comprises the bead 26 and alloWs the bead 26 to exert a 
sealing force against the inner surface 38 of the hub 36 to 
provide both a secure friction ?t and liquid seal betWeen the 
hub 36 and the noZZle 16. 
The apparatus and method for fabricating a container With 

a beaded noZZle according to the present invention is shoWn 
in FIGS. 6—8. As shoWn in FIG. 7, a parison segment 46 is 
extruded as generally described in US. Pat. Nos. 4,671,763 
and 4,707,966 to Weiler betWeen main molds 48 and 50 and 
seal molds 52 and 54. 
The main molds include complementary inner surfaces 

conforming to the exterior shape of the body portion 12 of 
the container 10 and the seal molds include complementary 
inner surfaces 56 conforming to the exterior shape of the 
neck portion 14, the noZZle 16, and the overcap 20 of the 
container 10. Additionally, each of the seal molds 52 and 54 
include a groove 58 conforming to the exterior shape of the 
bead 26 on the noZZle 16 and a passage 60 extending from 
the groove 58 and through the body of the respective seal 
molds. Although not shoWn, it is understood that the mold 
apparatus further includes an operatively associated assem 
bly for creating a vacuum in the passages 60. 

The body portion 12 of the container 10 is formed and 
?lled as shoWn in FIG. 6 in a knoWn manner, for example, 
as also described in US. Pat. Nos. 4,671,763 and 4,707,966 
to Weiler, the disclosures of Which are incorporated herein 
by reference to the extent relevant and not inconsistent 
hereWith. 

Next, the seal molds 52 and 54 are closed as shoWn in 
FIG. 7 to form and seal the noZZle 16 and the overcap 20 in 
a knoWn manner, for example, as also described in Us. Pat. 
Nos. 4,671,763 and 4,707,966 to Weiler. 
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As shown in FIG. 8, however, the size and the Width of the 
groove 58 in the seal molds 52 and 54 coupled With the 
thickness of the parison 46 is such that the closing of the seal 
molds 52 and 54 is not sufficient to cause the parison 46 to 
?ll the groove 58 to form the bead 26. As a result, it is 
necessary to create a vacuum in the passages 60 and the 
groove 58 to pull a portion of the parison 46 into the groove 
58 as shoWn in FIG. 8 to form the bead 26 as the container 
10 is sealed. 

The formed, ?lled and sealed container 10 is subsequently 
removed from the apparatus as also described in US. Pat. 
Nos. 4,671,763 and 4,707,966 to Weiler. 

The foregoing speci?cation and the draWings are to be 
taken as illustrative but not limiting of the present invention. 
Still other noZZle and bead con?gurations and other appa 
ratus and methods utiliZing the spirit and scope of the 
present invention are possible, and Will readily present 
themselves to those skilled in the art. 

I claim: 
1. A hermetically sealed, molded thermoplastic dispens 

ing container Which comprises: 
a noZZle unitary With the container and de?ning a dis 

pensing aperture; 
a removable closure unitary With the noZZle and occluding 

the aperture; and 
a resilient and compressible annular bead about the 

periphery of the noZZle, unitary thereWith and spaced 
from the aperture; 

said noZZle being adapted to receive the hub of a dispens 
ing assembly in a mating relationship: the hub includ 
ing an inner surface de?ning a cavity and said annular 
bead being siZed such that the diameter thereof is 
greater than the diameter of the cavity de?ned in said 
hub Whereby said bead is compressed When the hub is 
received over said bead and said bead exerts a sealing 
force against the inner surface of the hub in the region 

10 

15 

25 

35 

6 
of engagement betWeen the hub and the bead to provide 
a liquid seal betWeen the hub and the noZZle in the 
region of engagement. 

2. The container in accordance With claim 1 Wherein the 
noZZle is siZed to receive the hub of a dispensing assembly 
Which is a hypodermic needle assembly. 

3. The container in accordance With claim 1 Wherein the 
noZZle is siZed to receive the hub of a dispensing assembly 
Wherein the hub surface in contact With the bead has a luer 
taper. 

4. The container in accordance With claim 1 Wherein said 
bead includes a rounded outer surface. 

5. The container in accordance With claim 1 Wherein said 
bead has a substantially triangular cross-section and includes 
spaced-apart upper and loWer surfaces extending radially 
outWardly from said outer surface of said noZZle and respec 
tive distal ends Which merge together to de?ne an edge. 

6. The container in accordance With claim 5 Wherein each 
of said upper and loWer surfaces extend radially outWardly 
from said outer surface of said noZZle at an obtuse angle. 

7. The container in accordance With claim 6 Wherein said 
loWer surface of said bead extends radially outWardly from 
said outer surface of said noZZle at an obtuse angle greater 
than said upper surface of said bead. 

8. The container in accordance With claim 6 Wherein the 
obtuse angle betWeen said outer surface of said noZZle and 
said upper surface of said bead is approximately 120 degrees 
While the obtuse angle betWeen said outer surface of said 
noZZle and said loWer surface of said bead is approximately 
135 degrees. 

9. The container in accordance With claim 5 Wherein said 
loWer surface of said bead extends radially outWardly from 
said outer surface of said noZZle substantially normal to the 
noZZle surface and said upper surface of said bead extends 
radially outWardly from said outer surface of said noZZle at 
an obtuse angle. 


