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BALLOON CATHETER AND MULTI 
GUIDEWIRE STENT FOR IMPLANTING IN 
THE REGION OF BRANCHED VESSELS 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to a radially expandable 
stent for implanting in a body vessel in the region of a vessel 
branch, formed as a holloW-cylindrical element. 

Radially expandable stents of the above mentioned gen 
eral type are known in the art. The radial expandable stents 
are utiliZed at narroW locations in body vessels or body 
holloWs for expanding the narroWing and stabilizing the 
vessel Wall. Such narroWings of the body vessels can occur 
in the region of vessel branches. The use of a conventional 
stent is not possible here, since its Wall Would prevent a free 
blood circulation in the branched vessel. The German patent 
document DE 297 01 758.6 discloses a special stent Which 
has a portion With increased radial openings so that this 
portion can extend over the branch location of the side 
branch vessel and no longer prevents the blood passage or 
hinders it only insigni?cantly. In the case of corresponding 
unfavorable stenosis formation of the main vessel directly in 
the branching region this stent hoWever can not suf?ciently 
cover the sickened vessel portion due to great radial open 
ings extending over a Whole portion. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

Accordingly, it is an object of the present invention to 
provide a radially expandable stent for implanting in a body 
vessel in the region of a vessel branch, Which avoids the 
disadvantages of the prior art. 

In keeping With these objects and With others Which Will 
become apparent hereinafter, one feature of present inven 
tion resides, brie?y stated, in a radially expandable stent 
Which has an increased radial opening and is premountable 
for implanting in the vessel on a balloon catheter, Wherein 
the balloon catheter has a holloW chamber for passage of a 
guiding Wire Which extends in a center of the increased 
opening out of the holloW chamber and the stent. 

Due to an increased opening in the stent Wall, Which can 
be located directly over the branching location, it is ensured 
that the total vessel Wall is reliably protected by the stent. 
The increased opening has the purpose of guaranteeing the 
unobjectionable blood How in the side branch vessel. 

For accurate positioning of the stent hoWever correspond 
ing auxiliary means is needed. With the utiliZation of x-ray 
contrast means, the exact positioning of an increased open 
ing over the branch is not possible. Therefore, the inventive 
stent is premounted on a balloon catheter Which has a holloW 
chamber for a guiding Wire exiting through the increases 
opening. With the help of the guiding Wire it is possible to 
position the great opening of the stent exactly over the exit 
of the side vessel. For this purpose, the catheter, by turning 
and displacing With the help of x-ray contrast means and 
visual monitoring on the x-ray screen, is manipulated until 
it is possible to introduce the second guide Wire in the side 
branch vessel. 

For insertion of the balloon catheter into the main vessel, 
the balloon catheter can be provided in a knoWn manner With 
a holloW chamber extending along its longitudinal axis for 
a ?rst guide Wire exiting at the tip of the balloon catheter. It 
can be displaced along the guide Wire Without problems up 
to the vessel branch, before the use of the second guide Wire 
for exact positioning of the increased opening. It is guaran 
teed that the catheter is exactly positioned, and then the 
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balloon is in?ated, and the stent is located on the vessel Wall. 
Finally, the catheter can be pulled along the both guide Wires 
from the vessel. The stent remains With the both Wires in the 
vessel. 

Via the guide Wire of the side branch vessel a further 
balloon catheter can be inserted into the branch for further 
expansion around the increased opening. Thereby it can be 
guaranteed that no Wall part of the stent hinders the blood 
How in the side branch vessel. 

For forming the balloon catheter, various possibilities can 
be acceptable. For example, the holloW chamber for the 
guide Wire Which is guided from the increased opening can 
be formed by mounting a pipe on the balloon surface. This 
holloW chamber can be also formed by an intermediate 
space of a double-Walled balloon. Also coating of a stretch 
able hose piece up to the balloon is possible, to provide a 
holloW chamber betWeen this coated hose piece and the 
balloon for the guiding Wire. 

In an alternative embodiment, the balloon catheter can 
include three coaxially arranged hoses. Both inWardly 
located hoses can form a holloW chamber for receiving the 
both guiding Wires. 

The stent itself can be formed in different Ways. It can 
have a multi-cellular Wall and can be produced of a pipe. 
HoWever, the stent can be also formed as a Wire. In this case, 
it can be bent, tWisted, knitted or textured from the Wire. 
Advantageously, the increased opening is arranged in the 
center of the stent. HoWever, also an eccentric arrangement 
of the increased opening can be realiZed for various appli 
cations. 
The novel features Which are considered as characteristic 

for the present invention are set forth in particular in the 
appended claims. The invention itself, hoWever, both as to 
its construction and its method of operation, together With 
additional objects and advantages thereof, Will be best 
understood from the folloWing description of speci?c 
embodiments When read in connection With the accompa 
nying draWings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a schematic vieW shoWing three vessel branches 
With stenosis; 

FIG. 2 is a vieW shoWing a surface structure of a stent in 
accordance With the present invention; and 

FIG. 3 is a side vieW of a stent premounted on a balloon 
catheter. 

DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

FIGS. 1a, 1b, 1c shoW three examples of typical stenoses 
Which can occur in vessel branches. FIG. 1a shoWs the 
stenosis 12 in a main vessel 10 before branching of a side 
branch vessel 11. In FIG. 1b a very great stenosis 12‘ is 
located directly opposite to the branching of the side branch 
vessel 11. In FIG. 1c it is located in a transition betWeen the 
main vessel 10 and the side branch vessel 11. 

In particular the stenosis shoWn in FIG. 1b is covered only 
insufficiently With a bifurcation stent With a portion having 
increased radial openings. Exactly for such a case, the 
inventive stent can be suitable, as shoWn in FIGS. 2 and 3. 
FIG. 2 shoWs the surface structure of a stent 20 Which has 
a plurality of diamond-shaped radial opening 21 in stretch 
condition. A single, very large diamond-shape openings 22 
is formed in the central region of the stent 20. The opening 
22 can be located in a body vessel exactly over the branching 
of a side branch vessel 11 shoWn in FIG. 1. 
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In order to make possible the position-accurate placing of 
the stent 20, it is premounted on a balloon catheter 30 as 
shoWn in FIG. 3. The balloon catheter 30 as shoWn in FIG. 
3 has a holloW chamber formed in its interior and not shoWn 
in detail. A ?rst guiding Wire 31 passes through the holloW 
chamber of the balloon catheter 30. The stent 20 is pulled on 
the catheter 30 in the region of a balloon 32. Afurther holloW 
chamber 33 extends in the region of the balloon 32 for 
passing a second guiding Wire 34. In the region of the 
increased opening 22 the second guiding Wire 34 exits from 
the holloW chamber 33 and from the stent 20. The guiding 
Wire 34 is inserted in a side branch vessel 11 and serves as 
an adjusting aid for the positioning of the stent 20 in a body 
vessel 10. After pulling of the balloon catheter 30 from the 
vessel 10 it can also serve as a guiding Wire for a further 
balloon catheter for expanding of the increased opening 22. 

The shoWn embodiments of the balloon catheter 30 as 
Well as the stent 20 are hoWever only exemplary. The 
required holloW chamber 33 for passage of the second 
guiding Wire 34 can be formed for example by a double 
Walled balloon 32 or tWo coaxial hose pieces. The shoWn 
stent 20 is cut from a tube. HoWever, it can be also bent, 
knitted, tWisted or structured from a Wire. 

It Will be understood that each of the elements described 
above, or tWo or more together, may also ?nd a useful 
application in other types of constructions differing from the 
types described above. 

While the invention has been illustrated and described as 
embodied in radially expandable stent for implanting In a 
body vessel in the region of a vessel branch, it is not 
intended to be limited to the details shoWn, since various 
modi?cations and structural changes may be made Without 
departing in any Way from the spirit of the present invention. 

Without further analysis, the foregoing Will so fully reveal 
the gist of the present invention that others can, by applying 
current knowledge, readily adapt it for various applications 
Without omitting features that, from the standpoint of prior 
art, fairly constitute essential characteristics of the generic or 
speci?c aspects of this invention. 
What is claimed as neW and desired to be protected by 

Letters Patent is set forth in the appended claims: 
1. A device for implanting a body vessel in the region of 

a vessel branching, comprising a radially expandable stent 
formed as a holloW cylindrical element and provided With an 
increased radial opening; and a balloon catheter on Which 
said stent is premounted for implanting in the vessel, said 
balloon catheter having a holloW chamber for passage of a 
guiding Wire so that it exits in a center of said increased 
opening from said holloW chamber and said stent, said 
balloon catheter being provided With another longitudinal 
chamber extending along a longitudinal axis of said catheter 
and formed so that a further guiding Wire extends through 
said other longitudinal chamber and exits at a tip of said 
balloon catheter. 
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2. A device as de?ned in claim 1, Wherein said stent is 

dilatable so that after a dilation of said stent, said balloon 
catheter is pullable along said guiding Wires out of the 
vessel. 

3. A device as de?ned in claim 1, Wherein said further 
guiding Wire is guided through said other holloW chamber 
out of said increased opening. 

4. A device as de?ned in claim 3, Wherein said balloon 
catheter has a balloon portion, said other holloW chamber for 
said further guiding Wire guided out of said increased 
opening being formed by a pipe mounted on an outer surface 
of said balloon portion of said catheter. 

5. A device as de?ned in claim 3, Wherein said catheter 
has a balloon portion Which is formed as a double-Walled 
balloon, said other holloW chamber for guiding said further 
Wire from said increase opening being formed as an inter 
mediate chamber of said double-Wall balloon. 

6. A device as de?ned in claim 3, Wherein said balloon 
catheter has a balloon portion, said other holloW chamber for 
guiding said further Wire out of said increased opening being 
formed as an intermediate chamber betWeen said balloon 
portion and a stretchable hose piece Which is pulled onto 
said balloon portion. 

7. A device as de?ned in claim 1, Wherein said balloon 
catheter is composed of three coaxial hoses arranged so that 
tWo inWardly located hoses form said holloW chambers for 
receiving said guiding Wires. 

8. A device as de?ned in claim 1, Wherein said stent is 
composed of a pipe and has a multi-cellular Wall. 

9. Adevice as de?ned in claim 1, Wherein said stent is bent 
from a Wire. 

10. A device as de?ned in claim 1, Wherein said stent is 
formed as a Wire selected from the group consisting of 
structured Wire, knitted Wire and tWisted Wire. 

11. Adevice as de?ned in claim 1, Wherein said increased 
opening is arranged in a center of said stent. 

12. Adevice as de?ned in claim 1, Wherein said increased 
opening is arranged eccentrically on said stent. 

13. A device for implanting into a body vessel in the 
region of a vessel branching, comprising a radially expand 
able stent formed as a holloW cylindrical element and 
provided With an increased radial opening; a balloon cath 
eter on Which said stent is pre-mounted for implanting in the 
vessel, said balloon catheter having a ?rst holloW chamber 
and another longitudinal chamber extending along a longi 
tudinal axis of said catheter; and guiding means including a 
?rst guiding Wire passing through said ?rst holloW chamber 
so that it exits in a center of said increased opening from said 
holloW chamber and said stent, and a further guiding Wire 
extending through said other longitudinal chamber and 
exiting at a tip of said balloon catheter. 


