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To ctZZ whom it may concern. 
Be it known that I, THOMAS ELLIOTT, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Rex 
burg, in the county of Fremont and State of 
Idaho, have invented certain new and useful 
Improvements in Blank-Books; and I do 
hereby declare the following to be a full, 
clear, and exact description of the invention, 
such as will enable others skilled in the art 
to which it appertains to make and use the 
same. 

My invention has relation to improvements 
in the construction of blank-books, and more 
particularly to that class of consecutive~en~ 
try day and cash books and the like wherein 
the leaves are formed with detachable por 
tions adapted to be removed consecutively or 
in regular order as each page is ?lled up to 
enable the bookkeeper or accountant to read 
ily distinguish between the ?lled and blank 
leaves and to immediately open the book at 
the page next to be written on. 

. The primary object of my invention is to 
provide a book of the character described 
having a novel construction and arrange 
ment of the detachable leaf portions, and in 
addition thereto a ?n ger-insertion recess in 
its cover, said detachable portions and recess 
being located, respectively, at the top or up 
per edges of the leaves and cover in line with 
each other, whereby the operation of opening 
the book is facilitated and rendered easier and 
certain important and desirable advantages 
are obtained, as will appear more fully here 
inafter. 
The invention is illustrated in the accom 

panying drawings, in which 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of an open 

blank-book embodying my invention. Fig. 
2 is a similar view of the upper edge of the 
closed book. Fig. 3 is a sectional view of 
the same. Fig. [l is a perspective view illus 
trating the extremely simple and effective 
manner in which the largest blank-books em 
bodying my invention may be opened. 
Referring now more particularly to the 

said drawings, 1 represents the front cover, 
2 the back cover, and 3 the leaves compris 
ing the book proper. These leaves are ruled 
in the usual manner and formed with a deep 
upper marginal portion 3“. 

In accordance with my invention I provide 
the front cover 1 with a well-de?ned semicircu 
lar recess 4, formed in its top edge between 
the center and outer end thereof or outer side 
edge of the cover, and each leaf 3 is also pro 
vided in its upper marginal portion 3iL with a 
semicircular row of perforations 5, forming a 
correspondinglyshaped detachable portion 6, 
the said detachable portions of all the leaves 
being arranged in alinement with each other 
and with the said recess in the cover. 
An important feature of my invention re~ 

sides in the fact that the recess is cleanly cut 
and has no rough edges to mar the appear 
ance of the cover. IVhen the recess is formed 
in the stiff backing of the cover in the proc 
ess ‘of making the book, the cloth or leather 
binding, with which books of this class are 
furnished, is stretched over the curved edge 
formed by said recess, thus leaving no pro 
jecting surfaces to become frayed, torn,or dis 
placed from frequent handling. This would 
not be true of a cover having a perforated 
detachable portion, for the reason that such 
portion when removed would carry with it a 
portion of the cloth or leather, and not only 
would a rough unsightly edge be left, but the 
edge of the binding would be unsightly, free, 
and uncon?ned and open to the objections 
above set forth. This important advantage 
I am enabled to attain by the particular man 
ner of forming the recess above set forth. 
In operation the detachable portion 6 of 

each leaf is removed when the leaf is ?lled. 
This operation may be repeated inde?nitely, 
or until the entire book has been entirely ?lled 
up and all of the perforated portions removed. 
The closed book is laid on the desk with the 
back cover 2 uppermost, the front cover 1 with 
the recess LL being contiguous to the desk. 
The page on which the last entry is made may 
now be conveniently turned to and the book 
instantly opened by inserting the index or the 
second ?nger of the right hand or both of 
them, as desired, so as to grasp the portion 6 
of the ?rst page having said portion intact, 
as clearly illustrated in Fig. 4. It will thus 
be seen that the operation of opening the book 
is purely mechanical and may be performed 
with one hand without the necessity of turn 
ing over the leaves or of preliminarily exam 
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ining either the book or leaves before the book 
is opened. 

I am aware that books provided with leaves 
having detachable portions adapted to be re 
moved for the purpose of distinguishing be 
tween the used and unused pages have been 
heretofore employed; but so far as I am aware 
these detachable portions have been located 
either at the corners or at the side edges of 
the leaves; but this is objectionable and not 
applicable to entry, day, and cash books and 
the like for many reasons, among which I 
may name the following: The leaves of these 
books are usually ruled and concaved at the 
outer side ‘edges, which renders it impracti 
cable to employ detachable portions at this 
point, because the detachable portions could 
not be made sufficiently deep without cutting 
into the ruled portions of the pages or pro 
viding projecting portions, which are liable 
to crease and curl up. The operation of open 
ing the bookwould also be rendered extremely 
awkward and inconvenient. I entirely ob 
viate these objections by locating the detach 
able portions at the top edges of the leaves 
between the center and outer side edges of 
the marginal portions 3“ out of the way of 
the portion reserved for writing and at a 
point where the book may be opened in the 
easiest and most convenient manner. 

I am also aware that it has been heretofore 
proposed to form the leaves and cover of a 
book with perforations, such perforations in 
the cover being made with the supposed ob 
ject of detaching a portion of the cover to 
form a recess; but this is objectionable and 
impracticable in the class of books to which 
my invention appertains for many reasons ob 
vious to any one skilled in the art. 

I do not therefore claim, broadly, a book 
having its leaves formed with detachable por 
tions and its cover formed with a ?nger-re, 
cess. I do, however, claim a consecutive-en 
try book having its leaves provided with de 
tachable portions and its front cover provided 
with a recess constructed and arranged in the 
speci?c manner herein shown and described— 
that is to say, the detachable portions being 
formed in the marginal portion at the head 
of each leaf between the center and outer 
edges thereof and the recess in the top edge 

of the cover in alinement, when the cover is 
closed, with said detachable portions. It will 
be understood that by the speci?c manner of 
forming the recess referred to I mean initially 
cutting a piece out of the cover, so as to leave 
a smooth clean edge, over which the binding 
may be stretched, and not ?rst perforating the 
cover and subsequently removin g the detach 
able portion thus formed. By this means I 
provide a consecutive-entry book embodying 
important and essential advantages due to 
its peculiar construction alone, and which, 
while providing a neat, durable, and substan 
tial book, renders the operation of making 
and using the book easier and much more sat 
isfactory. ' 

'In Fig. 4 of the drawings the mode of open 
ing the book at the last entry is clearly illus 
trated, and from this it will be seen that the 
particular location of the detachable leaf por 
tions and recesses enables a ?rm purchase to 
be had and the book to be opened in a nat 
ural and convenient manner. The operation 
is purely mechanical, and the operator is not 
subjected to the annoyance and loss of time 
involved in using both hands or ?rst exam 
ing the leaves to ?nd the proper page before 
opening the book. 
Having thus fully described my invention, 

what I claim as new and useful, and desire to 
secure by Letters Patent, is 
As an improved article of manufacture, a 

consecutive-entry book comprising the solid 
back cover 2, the front cover 1 provided in its 
top edge with a recess 4 formed as described 
and arranged between the center and outer 
side edge thereof, and the leaves 3 having the 
alined detachable portions 6 formed at the 
upper edges of their head marginal portions 
3“, each detachable portion being arranged 
between the center and outer side edge of said 
marginal portion and separated from the body 
of the same by an intervening row of perfo 
rations 5, substantially as herein shown and 
described. 
In testimony whereof I af?x my signature 

in presence of two witnesses. 
THOMAS ELLIOTT. 

Witnesses: 
LORENZO R. THOMAS, 
J OHN T. SMELLIE. 

55 

65 

75 

85 

95 


