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IMAGE SENSOR FOR MONITORING 
VEHICLE’S FORWARD VIEW AND 

METHOD FOR SETTING ASPECT RATIO 
FOR PHOTOSENSITIVE PORTION OF SUCH 

IMAGE SENSOR 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to an image sensor for 
monitoring the forward vieW of a vehicle and particularly to 
an image sensor Which can be used effectively in an auto 
matic navigation system for an automobile. Furthermore, the 
present invention relates to a method for setting an aspect 
ratio for a photosensitive portion of such image sensor. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

An automatic navigation system, Which is incorporated in 
an automobile, controls such operations as braking actuation 
When an obstacle is detected on the roadWay ahead of the 
vehicle and steering actuation to folloW a White guiding line 
Which is provided along the roadWay or to folloW another 
vehicle cruising ahead. For these control operations, the 
detection of respective objects such as an obstacle is carried 
out by monitoring the forWard vieW of the vehicle With an 
image sensor and by processing the data of images Which are 
obtained in the monitoring. As such an image sensor, most 
popularly used is a video camera of the NTSC color system, 
i.e., an ordinary color video camera, Whose aspect ratio is 
314. 

If the curves of the roadWay are taken into consideration, 
a horiZontal angle of vieW of 20 to 100 degrees is required 
for the monitoring of the forWard vieW. If this horiZontal 
angle of vieW is maintained by an NTSC camera, then the 
images obtained must include areas in the upper and loWer 
portions thereof, e.g., skies, Which are not necessary as 
information for the operation of the automatic navigation 
system. These upper and loWer portions of the images 
constitute an unWanted load for the image processing opera 
tion of the system. 

Hi-Vision camera, another type of video camera, has an 
aspect ratio of 9:16. If a Hi-Vision camera is applied 
alternatively as image sensor of the automatic navigation 
system, then the unWanted upper and loWer portions of the 
images are reduced accordingly. HoWever, for the automatic 
navigation system to operate safely and securely Without a 
fail, When the vehicle approaches a curve along the roadWay, 
the horiZontal angle of vieW must be Wide enough to take in 
a large section of the curvature of the roadWay in the images 
still. In such cases, the images must include yet substantially 
unWanted upper and loWer portions. Hi-Vision cameras 
generally have image sensors (or photosensitive portions) 
Whose resolutions are higher than those of NTSC cameras, 
so the automatic navigation system With a Hi-Vision camera 
can obtain more data from the detailed images than With an 
NTSC camera. HoWever, the incorporation of a Hi-Vision 
camera makes the system comparatively expensive. 

Japanese Laid-Open Patent Publication No. H5(1993) 
219444 and Japanese Laid-Open Patent Publication No. 
H6(1994)-205298 disclose an imaging device or an image 
sensor Which can change the aspect ratio betWeen 314 and 
9:16 as the need arises. Because the change of the aspect 
ratio is limited to these tWo ratios, it is impossible for the 
automatic navigation system to obtain the images in an 
aspect ratio Which is horiZontally Wider than 9116. In this 
respect, it is possible to construct a system or mechanism 
Which can shut out the upper and loWer portions of the 
imaging device by applying similar technology disclosed in 
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2 
the above mentioned patent publications so that the image 
sensor can generate the images in a Wider aspect ratio. 
HoWever, imaging devices or image sensors constructed in 
such a Way are substantially large in siZe and expensive to 
produce. 

Furthermore, the above mentioned automatic navigation 
system requires a camera Which is capable of setting the 
aspect ratio variably and appropriately for monitoring in 
performing various types of automatic navigation. For 
example, it is necessary for the camera to have a yet greater 
horiZontal angle of vieW When the system expects a rela 
tively sharp curve on the road. Thus, for the purpose of 
performing automatic navigation securely and safely, there 
has been a need for a method for setting the aspect ratio in 
correspondence With the condition of the roadWay. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention is conceived to solve the problems 
mentioned above. It is an object of this invention to provide 
an image sensor in a relatively small siZe but With a 
substantially Wide aspect ratio so that this image sensor can 
monitor only a portion of a vieW Which is necessary and 
appropriate for automatic navigation of an automobile. 
Another object of this invention is to provide a method for 

setting an optimal aspect ratio for the photosensitive portion 
of such image sensor. 

These objectives are realiZed by an image sensor of the 
present invention, Which image sensor is mounted in a 
vehicle and is used for monitoring the forWard vieW of the 
vehicle on a roadWay. This image sensor includes a hori 
Zontally elongated photosensitive portion Which has an 
aspect ratio in a range from 111.8 to 113.1. 

With this image sensor, the automatic navigation system 
can acquire a sufficient horiZontal angle of vieW necessary 
for the operation of automatic navigation covering such 
cases as appearance of a curve or of a plurality of lanes. At 

the same time, the images being monitored by the image 
sensor do not include any vieW Which is not necessary for 
the operation of automatic navigation such as skies at the 
upper portions of the images. 

It is preferable that the aspect ratio of the photosensitive 
portion be set at approximately 111.8. This aspect ratio, 
111.8, is the most optimal ratio appropriate for monitoring on 
a highWay, Where automatic navigation is most suitable. 
Thus, by setting the aspect ratio at 111.8, the system can 
acquire an image sensor Which is optimal for automatic 
navigation. 

It is also preferable that the aspect ratio of the photosen 
sitive portion of the image sensor be set at a ratio Within a 
range from 111.8 to 113.1 in correspondence With the con 
ditions of the design speed of the roadWay and of the number 
of lanes to be imaged including the lane in Which the vehicle 
is driving. In obtaining an optimal aspect ratio, consider 
ations should be given to the minimum radius of curvature 
and the maximum longitudinal slope of the roadWay and the 
braking distance of the vehicle, etc. Here, the minimum 
radius of curvature and the maximum longitudinal slope of 
the roadWay are determined in correspondence With the 
design speed of the roadWay in the road construction statute, 
and the braking distance is determined in correspondence 
With the speed of the vehicle, Which can be also determined 
directly by the design speed. Therefore, the optimal aspect 
ratio can be determined in correspondence With the design 
speed and the number of lanes to be imaged including the 
lane in Which the vehicle is driving. 

Further scope of applicability of the present invention Will 
become apparent from the detailed description given here 
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inafter. However, it should be understood that the detailed 
description and speci?c examples, While indicating pre 
ferred embodiments of the invention, are given by Way of 
illustration only, since various changes and modi?cations 
Within the spirit and scope of the invention Will become 
apparent to those skilled in the art from this detailed descrip 
tion. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The present invention Will become more fully understood 
from the detailed description given herein beloW and the 
accompanying draWings Which are given by Way of illus 
tration only and thus are not limitative of the present 
invention and Wherein: 

FIG. 1 is a table of aspect ratios listed in correspondence 
With the design speeds, etc. of roadWays; 

FIG. 2 is a reference draWing for determining a required 
horiZontal angle of vieW; 

FIG. 3A is another reference draWing for determining a 
required horiZontal angle of vieW; 

FIG. 3B is still another reference draWing for determining 
a required horiZontal angle of vieW; 

FIG. 3C is yet another reference draWing for determining 
a required horiZontal angle of vieW; 

FIG. 4A is a reference draWing for determining a required 
ascending vertical angle of vieW; 

FIG. 4B is a reference draWing for determining a required 
descending vertical angle of vieW; 

FIG. 5 is a schematic draWing of a camera C, Which is an 
example of an image sensor in accordance With the present 
invention; 

FIG. 6 is a perspective vieW of a semiconductor chip, 
Which is provided in the camera; and 

FIG. 7 is a forWard vieW of an vehicle, shoWing an 
imaging ?eld in an aspect ratio of 1:1.8. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

With reference to the accompanying draWings, an image 
sensor for monitoring the forWard vieW of a vehicle, Which 
is a preferred embodiment of the present invention, is 
described as applied to a camera used in an automatic 
navigation system. For automatically navigating an 
automobile, the navigation system must monitor the forWard 
vieW of the vehicle. For this reason, a camera C is mounted 
above the driver seat on the ceiling of the cabin of an 
automobile 10 Which is designed for automatic navigation as 
shoWn in FIGS. 4A, and 4B so that the forWard vieW of the 
vehicle is monitored by the camera. This camera C com 
prises an imaging device of metal oxide semiconductor 
(MOS) in a photosensitive portion. 

The images being taken by the camera C are processed by 
an image processor (not shoWn in the draWings), and the 
control of actuators for steering, braking, etc. of the vehicle 
10 is based on the data acquired from this image processing. 
For executing the automatic navigation safely, it is important 
for the image processor to execute the image processing as 
quickly as possible. For this reason, the photosensitive 
portion of the camera C is horiZontally elongated so that the 
images monitored by the camera Will not include skies and 
the like Whose information is not necessary for carrying out 
the automatic navigation. In this Way, the speed of the image 
processing is increased. 

The imaging ?eld (horiZontal angle of vieW 6H and 
vertical angle of vieW 6V required) of the vehicle’s forward 
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4 
vieW necessary for automatic navigation varies in correspon 
dence With the speed of the vehicle 10 and the condition of 
the roadWay, for example, Whether or not there is a curve or 
a slope ahead. The reason is that if there is an obstacle ahead 
of the vehicle 10 at a distance, the automatic navigation 
system must recogniZe it after taking the image of it by the 
camera C so that it can stop the vehicle 10 to avoid a 
collision. If the roadWay on Which the vehicle 10 is driving 
is a ?at and straight one-lane road and if there is an obstacle 
ahead, then that obstacle Will appear straight ahead of the 
vehicle 10. In such cases, it is all right to have a small 
imaging ?eld. 

HoWever, if the roadWay curves and if an obstacle is 
located beyond the curve, then it is necessary for the images 
to be Widened horiZontally to capture the obstacle. Also, if 
the roadWay starts to ascend, then the images must include 
someWhat more of a vieW in the upper direction. 
Furthermore, While the speed of the vehicle 10 increases, the 
braking distance also increases. In this case, the imaging 
?eld must be made Wider so as to recogniZe an obstacle 
Which may exist in the distance. 
As such, the imaging ?eld required of the automatic 

navigation system is de?ned by the minimum radius of 
curvature R and the maximum longitudinal slope S of the 
roadWay and the braking distance D of the vehicle 10. Here, 
the minimum radius of curvature R and the maximum 
longitudinal slope S are de?ned in correspondence With the 
design speed of the roadWay in the road construction statute 
or other similar data concerning the proper speed on that 
roadWay or a portion of that roadWay. 
At ?rst, a description is made of the calculation of the 

braking distance D in meters. The braking distance D is 
calculated by the following formula, Formula 1, Where the 
free running time A t is 1 second; the deceleration 0t is 0.5 
G; and the velocity V prior to deceleration is 20 kilometers 
per hour (km/h) above the design speed. 

V 2 

[a] 
2-9.8-11 

= 0.27sv + 0.00787v2 

Formula 1 

V 
D : —Ar+ 

3.6 

Second, a description is made of the calculation of the 
required horiZontal angle of vieW GH in degrees. As shoWn 
in FIG. 2, the required horiZontal angle of vieW 6H is 
considered as equal to the angle by Which a determination is 
possible When the obstacle located at a distance D is in the 
lane Where the vehicle 10 is driving along a curve. Calcu 
lation is made by the folloWing formula, Formula 2, Which 
includes variables R and L. Here, L is the deviation in meters 
from the minimum radius of curvature R of the roadWay to 
the center of the lane in Which the vehicle 10 is driving. 

Formula 2 
— + l — cos— 

R 
0H : Z-arctan 

sin— 
R 

The deviation L varies in correspondence With the number 
of lanes and their Widths Which are de?ned in correspon 
dence With the design speed of the roadWay. As shoWn in 
FIG. 3A, if the roadWay has only one lane, then the deviation 
L is the distance from the center CL of the roadWay to the 
centripetal edge of the roadWay, i.e., L=W/2, Where W is the 
Width of the roadWay. Furthermore, as shoWn in FIG. 3B, if 
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the roadway has two lanes, and the vehicle 10 is driving in 
the centrifugal lane, then the deviation L is the distance 
W+W/2 comprising the width W of the centripetal lane and 
half the width W/2 of the centrifugal lane. Likewise, as 
shown in FIG. 3C, if the roadway has three lanes, and the 
vehicle 10 is driving in the most centrifugal lane, then the 
deviation L is the distance 2W+W/2 comprising the two 
widths 2W of the centripetal lanes and half the width W/2 of 
the centrifugal lane. 

The above mentioned, required horiZontal angle of view 
6H is calculated with W =3.5 meters for roadways with a 
design speed of 80 km/h, W=3.25 meters for roadways with 
a design speed of 60 km/h, W=3.0 meters for roadways with 
a design speed of 40 or 50 km/h, or W=2.75 meters for 
roadways with a design speed of 20 km/h. 

With reference now to FIG. 4, a description will be made 
of the calculation of the required vertical angle of view 6V. 
First, FIG. 4A shows the ascending vertical angle of view 
6V1 which is the angle of the upper section of the vertical 
angle of view above the center of the camera C. The 
ascending vertical angle of view 6V‘ is the angle which 
enables recognition of a point located at the braking distance 
D ahead of the vehicle 10 and 1.2 meters above the surface 
of the roadway when the vehicle 10 is at the start of an uphill 
incline K which has a maximum longitudinal slope S (%) as, 
for eXample de?ned in the road construction statute. This 1.2 
meters is the height of the camera C above the ground G. 
The following formula, Formula 3, gives the ascending 
vertical angle of view 6V1. 

D - S +1.2 Formula 3 
0V1 : arctan 

Also, the descending vertical angle of view 6V2 is the 
angle of the lower section of the vertical angle of view below 
the center of the camera C, and it is the angel which enables 
recognition of a point located on the surface of the ground 
G at 5 meters ahead of the camera C. The following formula, 
Formula 4, gives the descending vertical angle of view 6V2. 

Formula 4 

Thus, the required vertical angle of view 6 v (degree) is 
calculated by adding the ascending vertical angle of view 
6V1 to the descending vertical angle of view 6V2. 

FIG. 1 is a table of the results of the above mentioned 
calculations. The design speed of the roadway is categoriZed 
in eight steps from 20 km/h to 120 km/h as seen in the 
left-most column; and the minimum radius of curvature R, 
the maXimum longitudinal slope S, and the braking distance 
D are all listed for each design speed, respectively. These 
parameters are applied to the above Formulas 1 through 4 for 
the calculations of the required horiZontal angle of view 6H 
and the required vertical angle of view 6V for each design 
speed. Additionally, in the case that the roadway has a 
plurality of lanes, the required horiZontal angle of view 6H 
is calculated individually with respect to how many lanes are 
to be imaged (i.e., in accordance with the number of 
monitored lanes). 

The “Vehicle’s lane” in the table of FIG. 1 describes the 
condition where only the lane in which the vehicle is driving 
is being monitored (i.e., one lane monitoring). The “One 
additional neighboring lane” in the table describes the 
condition that at least one neighboring lane either left or 
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6 
right (as shown in FIG. 3A) in addition to the lane in which 
the vehicle is driving is being monitored or all these lanes 
are being monitored (i.e., three lane monitoring). Likewise, 
the “Two additional neighboring lanes” in the table 
describes the condition that at least two neighboring lanes 
either on the left or on the right (as shown in FIG. 3B) in 
addition to the lane in which the vehicle is driving are being 
monitored or all these lanes are being monitored (i.e., ?ve 
lane monitoring). Likewise, the “Three additional neighbor 
ing lanes” in the table describes the condition that at least 
three neighboring lanes either on the left or on the right (as 
shown in FIG. 3C) in addition to the lane in which the 
vehicle is driving are being monitored or all these lanes are 
being monitored (i.e., seven lane monitoring). 

After calculating the required horiZontal angle of view 6H 
and the required vertical angle of view 6V, the aspect ratio, 
i.e., the ratio of the required vertical angle of view to the 
required horiZontal angle of view, is determined for each of 
the above mentioned cases which monitors the intended 
number of lanes, covering a respective required horiZontal 
angle of view 6H and a respective required vertical angle of 
view 6V as shown in the right-side columns of the table in 
FIG. 1. If all the above mentioned conditions of the roadway 
were to be taken into consideration, then the aspect ratio 
would require a maXimum ratio in a range of 1:35 to of 1:4.6 
as shown in area V of the table. However, this range is for 
monitoring three lanes of an avenue which is designed with 
a design speed of 20 km/h to 40 km./h (or two lanes at 20 
km/h to 30 km/h 1:4.1, or one lane at 20 km/h, 1136), so 
such condition is unrealistic as well as impractical. 
Therefore, the maXimum effective aspect ratio of the image 
sensor according to the present invention has been selected 
for a range between 1:13 and 1131. 

As the condition of the roadway and the speed of the 
vehicle 10 are always changing, the aspect ratio of the 
camera C should be adjusted to one of the four major ranges 
I to IV so that the aspect ratio is alternatively selected from 
these ranges in correspondence with the driving condition. 
For example, the aspect ratios of 1113 through 1:1.8 cat 
egoriZed as range I are appropriate for monitoring when the 
vehicle is on a high-speed highway. In the case where the 
vehicle is on such a highway and driven by the automatic 
navigation system, when the design speed is relatively high 
and the number of lanes to be monitored is relatively small, 
the aspect ratio of the photosensitive portion is set to 111.8 
although the images may include some unwanted view in the 
upper portion thereof. 

Also, the aspect ratios of 1:1.9 through 1:23 categoriZed 
as range II in the table are appropriate for monitoring when 
the vehicle is driving on an ordinary road in the suburbs. 
When the vehicle is driven by the automatic photosensitive 
portion is set at 1123. Likewise, the aspect ratios of 1125 
through 1:26 categoriZed as range IV are appropriate for 
monitoring when the vehicle is on a general city street. 
Therefore, when the vehicle on a street is driven by the 
automatic navigation system, the aspect ratio of the photo 
sensitive portion is set at 1:26. Furthermore, the aspect 
ratios of 112.8 through 1:31 categoriZed as range IV are 
appropriate for monitoring when the vehicle is on an avenue. 
Therefore, when the vehicle on an avenue is driven by the 
automatic navigation system, the aspect ratio of the photo 
sensitive portion is set at 1131. 
Now, a description will be made of the photosensitive 

portion of the camera C with reference to FIGS. 5 and 6. As 
shown in FIG. 5, a semiconductor chip 20 is provided in the 
camera C, and the semiconductor chip 20 includes a pho 
tosensitive portion 21 which comprises a plurality of pho 
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tosensitive elements 21a on a surface thereof. Light coming 
in through a lens LE is received on the photosensitive 
portion 21, Which is positioned at the center on the surface 
of the semiconductor chip 20, and a portion 22 Which 
includes electrical circuits for the photosensitive elements 
21a of the photosensitive portion 21 is provided around the 
photosensitive portion 21 on the surface. 

The previously mentioned “aspect ratio of the photosen 
sitive portion” is the aspect ratio of the photosensitive 
portion 21 and not the aspect ratio of the outer periphery of 
the semiconductor chip 20. As shoWn in FIG. 6, an aspect 
ratio of 1:1.8 is assigned to this photosensitive portion. 

The camera C With the aspect ratio set as described above 
takes the images of the condition of the roadWay, and these 
images do not include in the upper portions thereof any part 
of a vieW Which is useless to the operation of automatic 
navigation. As a result, the image processing is executed 
very quickly so that the automatic navigation system is able 
to control the vehicle promptly and safely in automatic 
navigation. As the vertical dimension of the photosensitive 
portion is made smaller than that of the prior art, the camera 
C can be made comparatively small. This relatively small 
camera can be mounted in the cabin Without any Worry for 
causing a disturbance to the driver. 

Furthermore, as horiZontally Wide images are obtained 
With the camera C for monitoring the condition of the 
roadWay, the horiZontally sWinging mechanism Which has 
been necessary for a camera of the prior art is no longer 
needed in the automatic navigation system. Therefore, the 
camera C, Which is capable of monitoring a Wide vieW, can 
be manufactured relatively inexpensively. 

The camera C requires a high-resolution imaging device 
(i.e., a high-resolution photosensitive portion) so that the 
automatic navigation system Will be able to recogniZe an 
object Which is located at a distance of one hundred meters 
or more. As such imaging devices are expensive, the more 
area the photosensitive portion has, the more expensive the 
camera becomes. Therefore, the photosensitive portion is 
fabricated in as small a siZe as possible as described above 
speci?cally in an optimal aspect ratio Which is necessary for 
monitoring the condition of the roadWay. In this Way, the 
camera With a high-resolution imaging device can be pro 
duced With a relatively small cost. 
An image sensor for monitoring a vehicle’s forWard vieW 

according to the present invention can be used not only for 
an automatic navigation system but also for a collision 
prevention system Which detects an obstacle or another 
automobile ahead of the vehicle to alarm the driver. 
Furthermore, the photosensitive portion is not limited to the 
above mentioned MOS imaging device in construction. It 
may be constructed With an array of photosensitive elements 
such as CCD imaging device or With a camera tube. 

NoW, the operation of a preferred embodiment of the 
present invention Will be described With reference to FIG. 7. 
This ?gure shoWs a forWard vieW Which is seen from the 
vehicle 10 driving on a three-lane, one-Way highWay. In the 
vieW, the highWay is curving rightWard at this moment. The 
portion surrounded by line F in the ?gure is the image ?eld 
Which is de?ned by the photosensitive portion of the camera 
C With an aspect ratio of 1:1.8. This aspect ratio, 1:1.8, is the 
most optimal ratio appropriate for the operation of automatic 
navigation on a highWay as described previously, and auto 
matic navigation is most suitable When the vehicle is on a 
highWay because the road conditions of highWays are 
alWays stable Without much change along the Way. Thus, the 
present invention sets the aspect ratio of the image sensor for 
monitoring the forWard vieW of the vehicle mainly on a 
highway. 
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The highWay shoWn in FIG. 7 has a design speed of 100 

km/h and a minimum radius of curvature of 380 meters (i.e., 
a high standard road). With the camera C constructed as 
describe above, if another vehicle T, Which has a height of 
1.23 meters, a Width of 1.7 meters, and a length of 4.5 
meters, is running 71 meters ahead of the vehicle in the same 
middle lane, then the vehicle T is monitored as having a siZe 
shoWn as a hatched rectangle in the ?gure. This image 
monitored by the camera C does not include the sky, etc. 
Which are Way above the surface of the highWay and are not 
necessary for the operation of automatic navigation, but it 
suf?ciently includes a vieW from immediately forWard to the 
pointing of the curve, thus enabling the system to recogniZe 
an obstacle Which may be located far ahead. 
The invention being thus described, it Will be obvious that 

the same may be varied in many Ways. Such variations are 
not to be regarded as a departure from the spirit and scope 
of the invention, and all such modi?cations as Would be 
obvious to one skilled in the art are intended to be included 
Within the scope of the folloWing claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. An image sensor for monitoring a forWard vieW of a 

vehicle traveling on a roadWay; comprising 
a horiZontally elongated photosensitive portion Whose 

aspect ratio is in a range from 1:1.8 to 1:1:3.1, and 
said aspect ratio being determined Within said range based 

on parameters of a design speed of said roadWay and of 
a number of lanes to be monitored including a lane in 
Which said vehicle is traveling. 

2. The image sensor as set forth in claim 1 Wherein: 

the aspect ratio of said photosensitive portion is approxi 
mately 111.8, and 

a forWard vieW of the vehicle traveling on a highway and 
an expressWay is monitored by said photosensitive 
portion. 

3. A method for setting an aspect ratio of an adjustable 
photosensitive portion of an image sensor for monitoring a 
forWard vieW of a vehicle traveling on a roadWay, compris 
ing the steps of; 

determining a type of the roadWay on Which said vehicle 
travels and said forWard vieW of the vehicle is 
monitored, 

setting a suitable aspect ratio of said photosensitive por 
tion based on parameters of a design speed of said 
roadWay and of a number of lanes to be monitored 
including a lane on Which said vehicle travels, and 

monitoring a forWard vieW of the vehicle by an image 
sensor having said suitable aspect ratio. 

4. The method of setting the aspect ratio as set forth in 
claim 3 Wherein: 

said type of roadWay determined is a highWay or an 
expressway; and 

said suitable aspect ratio of said photosensitive portion is 
set to approximately 1:1.8. 

5. The method for setting the aspect ratio as set forth in 
claim 3 Wherein: 

said type of roadWay determined is an ordinary road in a 
suburb; and 

said suitable aspect ratio of said photosensitive portion is 
set to approximately 1:26. 

6. The method for setting the aspect ratio as set forth in 
claim 3 Wherein: 

said type of roadWay determined is an avenue or city 
street; and 

said suitable aspect ratio of said photosensitive portion is 
set to approximately 1:31. 
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7. The method for setting the aspect ratio as set forth in 
claim 3, 4, 5 or 6 or Wherein: 

said image sensor is used for monitoring the forward vieW 
While said vehicle is set in an automatic navigation. 

8. An automatic navigation system for a vehicle on a 
roadWay comprising: 

an image sensor for monitoring a forWard vieW of the 
vehicle on the roadWay, said image sensor including a 
horiZontally elongated photosensitive portion Whose 
aspect ratio is in a range from 1:1.8 to 1:3.1, and 

said aspect ratio being determined Within said range based 
on parameters of a design speed of said roadWay and of 
a number of lanes to be monitored including a lane in 
Which said vehicle is traveling; 

a camera incorporating said image sensor; 

an image processor for processing images taken by said 
camera; and 

a controller for controlling actuators for at least one of 
steering, braking and acceleration of said vehicle on a 
basis of data acquired by said image processor. 

9. An image sensor for monitoring a forWard vieW of a 
vehicle driving on a roadWay, comprising: 

a horiZontally elongated photosensitive portion Whose 
aspect ratio is adjustable in a range from 1:1.8 to 1:3.1, 

means for selecting and adjusting an aspect ratio for said 
photosensitive portion based on a design speed of said 
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roadWay and a number of lanes to be imaged including 
a lane in Which said vehicle is driving. 

10. An image sensor as set forth in claim 9, Wherein data 
based on the design speed of said roadWay includes a 
minimum radius of curvature of said roadWay and maXimum 
longitudinal slope. 

11. An image sensor as set forth in claim 9 or 10, Wherein 
said means for selecting the aspect ratio includes means for 
determining the braking distance of the vehicle and selecting 
the aspect ratio based in part on the determined braking 
distance. 

12. An image sensor as set forth in claim 9 or 10 Wherein: 

an automatic navigation system is provided in the vehicle, 
and said image sensor is used for monitoring the 
forWard vieW While said vehicle is operated in an 
automatic navigation. 

13. An image sensor as set forth in claim 12, further 
comprising: 

a camera incorporating said image sensor; 

an image processor for processing images taken by aid 
camera; and 

a controller for controlling actuators for at least one of 
steering, braking and acceleration of said vehicle on a 
basis of data acquired by said image processor. 

* * * * * 


