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LINEAR MOTOR, AND STAGE APPARATUS 
AND EXPOSURE APPARATUS USING THE 

SAME 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates to a linear motor suitable for 
driving a stage apparatus applied to an exposure apparatus 
used in the semiconductor manufacturing process. 

2. Related Background Art 
FIG. 10 shoWs the layout of permanent magnets used in 

a conventional linear motor. FIG. 10 shoWs only one of 
opposing permanent magnet groups. In FIG. 10, permanent 
magnets 10a to 10c are arrayed on a yoke 4. Each permanent 
magnet has a non-rectangular parallelopiped shape formed 
by cutting off the corner portions. The plurality of permanent 
magnets 10a to 10c are arrayed so that poles of opposite 
polarities (N and S poles) alternately appear, and the thick 
nesses and Widths of the individual permanent magnets are 
determined so as to generate a sine magnetic ?eld in the 
space betWeen the opposing stator groups. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

HoWever, in the above-mentioned conventional art, the 
individual permanent magnets must have different thick 
nesses and Widths depending on their positions so as to 
generate a sine magnetic ?eld, and the shape of each 
permanent magnet is not a simple rectangular parallelopiped 
shape. For these reasons, it is dif?cult to manufacture the 
permanent magnets With high precision, resulting in high 
cost. Since the magnetic ?uX density of each permanent 
magnet is loWer than that of a rectangular parallelopiped 
magnet, the driving force of the linear motor loWers. 

The present invention has been made in consideration of 
the above situation, and has as its object to provide a good 
linear motor device Which can enjoy loW cost and high 
driving poWer but has small thrust ripples (thrust 
nonuniformity). It is another object of the present invention 
to provide a stage apparatus or an eXposure apparatus, Which 
uses the linear motor and has high positioning precision. 

In order to achieve the above objects, according to the 
present invention, a linear motor With an arrangement in 
Which permanent magnets move relative to a coil is char 
acteriZed in that a plurality of permanent magnets are 
arrayed along a moving direction While rotating their polar 
ity directions 90° each so as to generate a sine magnetic 
?eld. 

Each permanent magnet preferably has a rectangular 
parallelopiped shape. Also, a plurality of coils are preferably 
arranged along the moving direction, so that tWo or more 
coils are concurrently energiZed. More preferably, a perma 
nent magnet having a volume smaller than other permanent 
magnets is arranged at the terminal end portion of the array 
of the plurality of permanent magnets. 

Astage apparatus of the present invention is characteriZed 
by moving a stage using the above-mentioned linear motor 
as a driving source. An eXposure apparatus of the present 
invention is characteriZed by having the above-mentioned 
stage apparatus. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a side vieW shoWing the arrangement of a linear 
motor according to an embodiment of the present invention; 

FIG. 2 is a graph shoWing the sine magnetic ?uX density 
curve generated by permanent magnets shoWn in FIG. 1; 
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2 
FIG. 3 is a perspective vieW shoWing an eXample of the 

detailed design of the permanent magnets of the device 
shoWn in FIG. 1; 

FIG. 4 is a graph shoWing the magnetic ?uX density 
generated by the permanent magnets shoWn in FIG. 3; 

FIG. 5 is a perspective vieW shoWing an eXample of the 
design of permanent magnets according to a modi?cation; 

FIG. 6 is a graph shoWing the sine magnetic ?uX density 
curve generated by the permanent magnets shoWn in FIG. 5; 

FIG. 7 is a perspective vieW shoWing an eXample of the 
design of permanent magnets according to another modi? 
cation; 

FIG. 8 is a graph shoWing the magnetic ?uX density 
generated by the permanent magnets shoWn in FIG. 7; 

FIG. 9 is a sectional vieW of an eXposure apparatus having 
a stage apparatus using the linear motor; and 

FIG. 10 shoWs the prior art. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

FIG. 1 shoWs an embodiment of the present invention. In 
FIG. 1, a group of permanent magnets 1a to If are arrayed 
in the X-direction in FIG. 1 and are ?Xed on a yoke 3, and 
a group of permanent magnets 2a to 2f are similarly arrayed 
in the X-direction and are ?Xed on a yoke 4. These opposing 
permanent magnet groups build a rotor of a linear motor. An 
electromagnetic coil 5 as a polyphase coil serves as a stator 
of the linear motor. When a current is supplied to the coil 5, 
a force is produced betWeen the stator and rotor. Note that 
the permanent magnet groups may serve as a stator, and the 
electromagnetic coil 5 may serve as a rotor. 

The permanent magnets 1a to If are arranged on the yoke 
3 While rotating their polarity directions (the direction from 
N to S poles) clockWise 90° each in turn, and the permanent 
magnets 2a to 2f are arranged on the yoke 4 While rotating 
their polarity directions counterclockWise 90° each in turn. 
The permanent magnets 1a to If, and 2a to 2f have opposite 
directions of rotation of the polarity directions. That is, When 
the permanent magnets 1a to If change their polarities 
clockWise about the Z-aXis in FIG. 1, the permanent magnets 
2a to 2f change their polarities counterclockWise. 
More speci?cally, the permanent magnet 1a has S and N 

poles in the order named from the left to right in FIG. 1 
along the X-aXis; the permanent magnet 1b has S and N poles 
along the y-aXis and the N pole is located on the electro 
magnetic coil 5 side; the permanent magnet lc has N and S 
poles in the order named from the left to right in FIG. 1 
along the X-aXis; the permanent magnet 1d has S and N poles 
along the y-aXis and the S pole is located on the electro 
magnetic coil 5 side; the permanent magnet le has S and N 
poles in the order named from the left to right in FIG. 1 
along the X-aXis; and the permanent magnet 1f has S and N 
poles along the y-aXis and the N pole is located on the 
electromagnetic coil 5 side. Also, the permanent magnet 2a 
opposing the permanent magnet 1a has N and S poles in the 
order from the left to right in FIG. 1 along the X-aXis to have 
polarities opposite to those of the permanent magnet 1a; the 
permanent magnet 2b opposing the permanent magnet 1b 
has S and N poles along the y-aXis to have polarities 
opposite to those of the permanent magnet 1b and the S pole 
is located on the electromagnetic coil 5 side; the permanent 
magnet 2c opposing the permanent magnet 1c has S and N 
poles in the order named from the left to right along the 
X-aXis to have polarities opposite to those of the permanent 
magnet 1c; the permanent magnet 2d opposing the perma 
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nent magnet id has S and N poles along the y-axis to have 
polarities opposite to those of the permanent magnet 1d and 
the N pole is located on the electromagnetic oil 5 side; the 
permanent magnet 26 opposing the permanent magnet 16 
has N and S poles in the order named from the left to right 
in FIG. 1 along the x-axis to have polarities opposite to those 
of the permanent magnet 16; and the permanent magnet 2f 
opposing the permanent magnet 1f has S and N poles along 
the y-axis to have polarities opposite to those of the perma 
nent magnet If and the S pole is located on the electromag 
netic coil 5 side. 

On the other hand, the yokes 3 and 4 are ?xed in position 
With respect to each other, and a permanent magnetic ?eld 
determined by the above-mentioned layout is produced in 
the space betWeen the opposing permanent magnets 1a to If 
and 2a to 2f. With the above-mentioned layout of the 
permanent magnets, the y-components of the magnetic ?eld 
present in the space betWeen the permanent magnets 1a to If 
and 2a to 2f can de?ne a sine curve With respect to the x-axis 
direction. FIG. 2 shoWs the y-components of the magnetic 
?ux density of this magnetic ?eld. 

FIG. 3 shoWs an example of the detailed design of the 
permanent magnets. The lengths of the permanent magnets 
2a to 2f (the same applies to the permanent magnets 1a to 1}‘) 
in the direction of relative motion (x-direction) betWeen the 
coils and the permanent magnets are set so that the perma 
nent magnets 2a, 2c, and 26 (the magnet 26 is not shoWn in 
FIG. 3) having a magnet polarity direction agreeing With the 
x-direction, and the permanent magnets 2b, 2d, and 2f (the 
magnet 2f is not shoWn in FIG. 3) having a magnet polarity 
direction agreeing With the y-direction perpendicular to the 
x-direction have the same lengths, e.g., 18 mm. In this case, 
the permanent magnets in the tWo directions have the same 
siZe, but they may often have different siZes. Since the 
former and latter permanent magnets are alternately 
arranged, permanent magnets having the same siZe are 
alternately arranged in the x-direction in this embodiment. 
The thickness (y-direction) of each permanent magnet is set 
at, e.g., 10 mm, and the Width (Z-direction) is set at, e.g., 80 
mm, so that all magnets have the same dimensions. 

In FIG. 1, When a current is supplied to the electromag 
netic coil 5 located in the sine magnetic ?eld, a LorentZ force 
is generated betWeen the permanent magnets and the coil 5, 
and the permanent magnets (rotor) move in the x-direction 
With respect to the coil (stator). The electromagnetic coil 5 
in FIG. 1 is simply illustrated as a single coil. HoWever, in 
practice, the coil 5 comprises a polyphase coil obtained by 
arranging a plurality of coils in the x-direction at predeter 
mined intervals, and so-called polyphase energiZation for 
simultaneously supplying currents to the plurality of coils is 
performed. As an example of the polyphase energiZation, a 
case Will be exempli?ed beloW Wherein currents are to be 
supplied to tWo-phase coils. Assuming that the ?rst coil is 
located at one point (position X) in the sine magnetic ?eld, 
if a constant current is supplied to this coil, the thrust is 
de?ned by a sine curve With respect to the position X of the 
coil. If I1 represents the current (constant value), the thrust 
is expressed by: 

Where K is a constant determined by the coil, B is the 
amplitude of the magnetic ?ux density, and a is the Wave 
length of the sine curve. 
Assuming that the second coil is alWays separated by a 

distance a/4 from the ?rst coil in the x-direction, and is 
integrated With the ?rst coil, if a constant current is supplied 

20 

45 

4 
to the second coil, the thrust is de?ned by a sine curve With 
respect to the position x of the ?rst coil. If I2 represents the 
current (constant value), the thrust is expressed by the 
folloWing equation using the position x of the ?rst coil: 

When currents are simultaneously supplied to the tWo 
phase coils, i.e., the ?rst and second coils, the total thrust is 
described by: 

If the currents given by the equations beloW are supplied to 
the ?rst and second coils in correspondence With the position 
x of the ?rst coil: 

(for I: constant value) 
then total thrust is: 

As described above, When the polyphase coils are ener 
giZed in an ideal sine magnetic ?eld, ripples of the thrust can 
be reduced. When the magnetic ?eld has very small errors 
With respect to the sine curve, ripples of the total thrust can 
be reduced very much. In this manner, When currents are 
supplied to polyphase coils in a sine magnetic ?eld or 
approximately sine magnetic ?eld, the thrust becomes con 
stant or nearly constant, and a good linear motor With small 
thrust ripples can be realiZed. When permanent magnets 
With the shape shoWn in FIG. 3 are used, the y-components 
of the magnetic ?eld present in the space betWeen the 
permanent magnets can de?ne nearly an ideal sine curve, 
and errors from the ideal sine curve can be reduced to 2% or 
less of the sine curve amplitude. FIG. 4 shoWs the Wave 
forms corresponding to a 1/2 period of the sine curve. The 
dotted line represents the ideal sine curve, and the solid line 
represents the magnetic ?ux density Wave of this embodi 
ment. As can be seen from FIG. 4, the tWo Waveforms 
substantially match each other. 

According to the above embodiment, since a sine mag 
netic ?eld can be generated in the space in Which the coil is 
present, the space betWeen the permanent magnets can be 
effectively used, the magnetic ?ux density can be increased, 
and consequently, the thrust of the linear motor can be 
improved. Since the thrust ripples of the linear motor can be 
eliminated by supplying sine currents to the polyphase coils, 
the performance of the linear motor such as the thrust 
characteristics, positioning characteristics, and the like can 
be improved. 

FIG. 5 shoWs a modi?cation of the permanent magnet 
groups of the linear motor. A rectangular parallelopiped 
permanent magnet 6a is one of the plurality of permanent 
magnets that form the rotor, and is located at the terminal 
end portion of the permanent magnet array. The permanent 
magnet 6a that builds the terminal end portion has a smaller 
siZe in the x-direction and a smaller volume than those of 
other permanent magnets 2b to 2d (other permanent magnets 
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are not shown in FIG. 5). Since the size of the end permanent 
magnet 6a in the X-direction is set to be smaller than that of 
other permanent magnets, e.g., is set at 13 mm, the 
y-components of the magnetic ?uX density generated in the 
space betWeen the opposing permanent magnets can de?ne 
nearly a sine curve, and especially, even at the terminal end 
portion of the permanent magnet array, errors from the ideal 
sine Wave can be reduced to 5% or less of the sine curve 
amplitude. FIG. 6 shoWs the Waveforms at the terminal end 
portion corresponding to a 1/2 period of the sine curve. In 
FIG. 6, the right side (+X side) corresponds to the terminal 
end portion, the dotted line represents the ideal sine curve, 
and the solid line represents the magnetic ?uX density of this 
embodiment. As can be seen from FIG. 6, the tWo Wave 
forms substantially match each other. 

FIG. 7 shoWs another modi?cation. Rectangular paral 
lelopiped permanent magnets 6a to 6d are those located on 
the terminal end portion side of the plurality of permanent 
magnets that form the rotor. The three permanent magnets 
6a to 6c that build the terminal end portion have smaller 
siZes in the X-direction and smaller volumes than those of 
other permanent magnets 2b to 2c shoWn in FIG. 7. When 
the siZes of the end permanent magnets in the X-direction are 
decreased in turn, e.g., the siZe of the permanent magnet 6a 
in the X-direction is set at 15 mm, that of the permanent 
magnet 6b is set at 10 mm, and that of the permanent magnet 
6c is set at 5 mm, the y-components of the magnetic ?uX 
density generated in the space betWeen the opposing per 
manent magnets can de?ne a curve very close to the sine 
curve, and especially, even at the terminal end portion of the 
permanent magnet array, errors from the ideal sine curve can 
be reduced to as very small as 2% or less of the sine curve 

amplitude. In FIG. 8, the right side (+X side) corresponds to 
the terminal end portion, the dotted line represents the ideal 
sine curve, and the solid line represents the magnetic ?uX 
density of this embodiment. As can be seen from FIG. 8, the 
tWo Waveforms substantially match each other. 
As in the modi?cations shoWn in FIGS. 5 and 7, When at 

least one permanent magnet having a smaller volume is 
arranged at the end portion of the magnet array, a magnetic 
?uX density close to the ideal sine curve can be maintained 
even at the terminal end portion of the permanent magnet 
array, and hence, a good linear motor Which has small thrust 
ripples even at the terminal end portion, i.e., small thrust 
ripples over a long stroke, can be provided. 

FIG. 9 shoWs the arrangement of a stage apparatus using 
the above-mentioned linear motor, and an eXposure appara 
tus Which is used for manufacturing a semiconductor device 
and has the stage apparatus. A guide 12 and the stators of 
linear motors 13 are ?Xed on a surface plate 11. Each linear 
motor 13 has one of the above-mentioned arrangements, i.e., 
the stator has polyphase electromagnetic coils and the rotor 
has permanent magnet groups. The rotors of the linear 
motors 13 are connected to a movable portion 15 and a 
movable guide 14, and the movable guide 14 is moved in a 
direction normal to the plane of the draWing by driving the 
linear motors 13. 

The movable portion 15 holds the movable guide 14 by 
static pressure bearings 19 With reference to the upper 
surface of the surface plate 11, and by a static pressure 
bearing 18 With reference to the side surface of the guide 12. 
A moving stage 17 is arranged to eXtend over the movable 
guide 14 and is supported by static pressure bearings 20. The 
moving stage 17 is moved in the right-and-left direction in 
the plane of the draWing of FIG. 9 by a linear motor 16 
having one of the above-mentioned arrangements With ref 
erence to the movable guide 14. The movement of the stage 
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6 
17 is measured using a mirror 21 ?Xed to the stage 17 and 
a laser interferometer 22. 

A Wafer 18 is checked by a chuck mounted on the stage 
17. In order to transfer a circuit pattern onto the Wafer 18 by 
exposure, the circuit pattern on a reticle 25 is transferred in 
a reduced scale onto the Wafer 18 by a light source 23 and 
a projection optical system 24. Since the above-mentioned 
linear motors With eXcellent characteristics are used, a good 
stage apparatus and eXposure apparatus can be realiZed. 

According to the present invention, a good linear motor 
device Which can enjoy loW cost and high driving poWer but 
has small thrust ripples can be provided. In particular, When 
the permanent magnet at the terminal end portion of the 
magnet array has a siZe smaller than other magnets, a good 
linear motor Which has small thrust ripples even at the 
terminal end portion, i.e., small thrust ripples over a long 
stroke, can be provided. When the linear motor is applied to 
the stage apparatus, a stage apparatus having high position 
ing precision using the linear motor can be provided. 
Furthermore, When the linear motor is applied to an eXpo 
sure apparatus, a good eXposure apparatus can be provided. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A linear motor comprising: 

a coil; and 

a yoke having a plurality of permanent magnets, each of 
said magnets being of the same rectangular paral 
lelopiped shape and being arranged along a relative 
moving direction betWeen said coil and said yoke While 
rotating polarity directions thereof 90° each in turn to 
generate a nearly sinusoidal magnetic ?eld. 

2. A linear motor according to claim 1, Wherein each of 
said permanent magnets has a rectangular parallelopiped 
shape. 

3. Alinear motor according to claim 1, Wherein a plurality 
of coils equivalent to said coil are arranged along the moving 
direction, and are energiZed at the same time. 

4. A stage apparatus for moving a stage using a linear 
motor of claim 1. 

5. A linear motor according to claim 1 Wherein said 
permanent magnets are each ?Xed to said yoke. 

6. A stage apparatus for moving a stage using a linear 
motor of claim 2. 

7. A stage apparatus for moving a stage using a linear 
motor of claim 3. 

8. An eXposure apparatus having a stage apparatus of 
claim 4. 

9. An eXposure apparatus having a stage apparatus of 
claim 6. 

10. An eXposure apparatus having a stage apparatus of 
claim 7. 

11. A linear motor comprising: 

a coil; and 

a yoke having a plurality of permanent magnets Which are 
arranged along a relative moving direction betWeen 
said coil and said yoke While rotating polarity direc 
tions thereof 90° each in turn to generate a nearly ideal 
sinusoidal magnetic ?eld, 

Wherein a permanent magnet having a volume smaller 
than said plurality of permanent magnets is arranged at 
a terminal end portion of said plurality of permanent 
magnets. 

12. A stage apparatus for moving a stage using a linear 
motor of claim 11. 

13. An eXposure apparatus having a stage apparatus of 
claim 12. 
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14. A linear motor comprising: linear motor While rotating polarity directions thereof 
90° each in turn to generate a nearly ideal sinusoidal 
magnetic ?eld, 

Wherein a permanent magnet having a volume smaller 

a coil unit; and 

a plurality of permanent magnets, each of said magnets 
being of the same rectangular parallelopiped shape and 
being arranged along a direction of a driving force 5 than Sa-id Ifhlrgmy O-f penilanégt tilagrll-ets isfarranged at 

. . . . . a term1na en ort1on o sa1 ura it o ermanent 
generated by said linear motor While rotating polar1ty magnets p p y p 
directions thereof 90° each in turn to generate a nearly 
sinusoidal magnetic ?eld. 

15. A linear motor comprising: 

16. A linear motor according to claim 14, Wherein said 
coil unit includes a plurality of coils. 

_ _ 10 17. A linear motor according to claim 15, Wherein said 
a C011 11ml; and coil unit includes a plurality of coils. 
a plurality of permanent magnets Which are arranged 

along a direction of a driving force generated by said * * * * * 


