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[57] ABSTRACT 

In an AM radio receiver, a radio-frequency tuning circuit 
comprises a tuning coil, and variable capacitance diode 
elements connected to the tuning coil; a local oscillator 
circuit comprises an oscillator coil, a variable capacitance 
diode element connected in parallel With the oscillator coil, 
and a capacitance element connected in series With the 
oscillator coil; and tuning voltage is applied from a variable 
voltage source to the variable capacitance diode elements of 
the high-frequency tuning circuit, and to the variable capaci 
tance diode element of the local oscillator circuit through a 
voltage adjustment circuit connected to the variable voltage 
source and a reference voltage source. 

4 Claims, 5 Drawing Sheets 



U.S. Patent Feb. 1,2000 Sheet 1 0f5 6,021,322 

N|_ _ 

Nu H N H. _ mm "T > “ $> 

|||.w llllll IIL NM -RT 

mm n> 

vm 

mm 

- - \. 

Ly Q 
E 

TQI 



U.S. Patent 

V2 

(V) 

V2 

(V) 

NOJ-QIUOVN 

mwhcnov? 

Feb. 1, 2000 Sheet 2 0f 5 6,021,322 

F I62 
20 

21 

22 

i '2 '3 4 5 é '7 
V1 (V) 

F IG?) 

33 

31 

'32 

30 

'1 '2 '5 A 5 £5 '7 



U.S. Patent Feb. 1,2000 Sheet 3 0f5 6,021,322 



U.S. Patent Feb. 1,2000 Sheet 4 0f5 6,021,322 



U.S. Patent Feb. 1,2000 Sheet 5 0f5 6,021,322 

FIG.6 

64 

F IG.7 
PRIOR ART 

R20 | 

____~ _____ __J R19 l__i____ ______J 
7777 , 

MICRO 
EPROM COMPUTER 



6,021,322 
1 

AM RADIO RECEIVER 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates to an AM radio receiver 
adapted for receiving amplitude-modulated signals, and 
more particularly it pertains to an AM radio receiver of the 
so-called up-conversion type, Which comprises a radio 
frequency tuning circuit for selecting amplitude-modulated 
signal received at antenna; a local oscillator circuit for 
generating an oscillating signal Which is used in a ?rst 
frequency conversion section to convert the receiving signal 
to an intermediate frequency signal having a higher fre 
quency than that of the receiving signal. 

2. Description of the Prior Art 
Referring to FIG. 7 of the accompanying draWings, there 

is shoWn a circuit diagram of prior-art AM radio receiver, 
Which includes a radio-frequency tuning circuit 71 arranged 
to select an amplitude-modulated signal received at an 
antenna, and a local oscillator circuit 72 arranged to generate 
an oscillating signal for converting the receiving signal to an 
intermediate frequency signal having a higher frequency 
than that of the receiving signal. 

The radio-frequency tuning circuit 71 comprises a tuning 
coil L9, and variable capacitance diodes D14 and D15 
having their cathodes connected together. The pair of vari 
able capacitance diodes D14 and D15 are connected in 
parallel With the tuning coil L9. 

The local oscillator circuit 72 comprises an oscillator coil 
L10, a capacitor C9, and a variable capacitance diode D16. 
The capacitor C9 is connected in parallel With the oscillator 
coil L10, and the variable capacitance diode D26 is con 
nected in series thereWith. 

The radio-frequency tuning circuit 71 is connected to a 
D/A converter circuit 73 at the cathodes of the variable 
capacitance diodes D14 and D15 through a resistor R19. The 
D/A circuit 73 is connected to a microcomputer 74. Further, 
the local oscillator circuit 72 is connected to a microcom 
puter 74 at the cathode of the variable capacitance diode D16 
through a resistor R20. The microcomputer 74 is coupled to 
an EPROM 75. 

The radio-frequency tuning circuit 71 has the circuit 
constants thereof set up such that amplitude-modulated 
signals in the range from 522 KHZ to 1710 KHZ can be tuned 
in. The local oscillator circuit 72 has the circuit constants 
thereof set up such that oscillating frequency can be varied 
in the range from 11222 KHZ to 12410 KHZ, for the purpose 
of setting the ?rst intermediate frequency signal to 10.7 
MHZ at the output of ?rst frequency conversion section. To 
this end, the variable capacitance diodes of the radio 
frequency tuning circuit 71, and the variable capacitance 
diode of the local oscillator circuit 72 are differentiated from 
each other in terms of capacitance value and variable capaci 
tance ratio as Well as characteristic curve for voltage-to 
capacitance value. 
With the above-described conventional AM radio 

receiver, because of the radio-frequency tuning circuit and 
local oscillator circuit using variable capacitance diodes 
having different characteristics, the frequency difference 
betWeen the oscillating frequency of the local oscillator 
circuit 72 and the tuning frequency of the radio-frequency 
tuning circuit 71 tends to be deviated far from the desired 
?rst intermediate frequency (10.7 MHZ), thus resulting in an 
increased tracking error, When common tuning voltage is 
applied to the variable capacitance diodes of the radio 
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2 
frequency tuning circuit 71 and the variable capacitance 
diode of the local oscillator circuit 72. 

Disadvantageously, therefore, the conventional AM radio 
receiver of the above-mentioned type using variable capaci 
tance diodes having different characteristics for the radio 
frequency tuning circuit and local oscillator circuit, requires 
corrective means for establishing a proper variable capaci 
tance ratio required in the respective circuits and for making 
approximate the slopes of the different characteristic curves 
of the variable capacitance diodes employed With the respec 
tive circuits, With a vieW to restraining occurrence of track 
ing error. 

In the conventional AM radio receiver illustrated in FIG. 
7, such corrective means is constituted by the D/A converter 
circuit 73, microcomputer 74 and EPROM 75. More 
speci?cally, the arrangement is made such that a ?rst tuning 
voltage provided by the microcomputer 74 is applied to the 
local oscillator circuit 72 and a second tuning voltage Which 
is provided by the microcomputer 74 on the basis of pre 
stored data in the EPROM 75 is applied to the radio 
frequency tuning circuit 71 via the D/A converter circuit 73 
so that variable voltage source for the local oscillator circuit 
72 and that for the radio-frequency tuning circuit 71 are 
separately provided, applying different voltages to radio 
frequency tuning circuit 71 and local oscillator circuit 72 
respectively, thereby reducing tracking error. As Will be 
seen, the above-mentioned conventional AM radio receiver 
is disadvantageous in that it requires such components as the 
D/A converter circuit, microcomputer and EPROM and thus 
the cost of manufacture thereof is increased accordingly. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

It is an object of the present invention to provide a novel 
and improvedAM radio receiver Which is designed such that 
tracking error can be minimiZed Without employing any 
such components as the aforementioned microcomputer, 
EPROM and D/A converter circuit. 
The AM radio receiver according to a ?rst embodiment of 

the present invention comprises a radio-frequency tuning 
circuit for selecting amplitude-modulated signal received at 
antenna; a local oscillator circuit for generating an oscillat 
ing signal Which is used in a ?rst frequency conversion 
section to convert the receiving signal to an intermediate 
frequency signal having a higher frequency than that of the 
receiving signal, Wherein the radio-frequency tuning circuit 
comprises a tuning coil, and a variable capacitance diode 
element connected to the tuning coil; the local oscillator 
circuit comprises an oscillator coil, a variable capacitance 
diode element connected in parallel With the oscillator coil, 
and a capacitance element connected in series thereWith; and 
tuning voltage derived from a variable voltage source is 
applied to the variable capacitance diode elements of the 
radio-frequency tuning circuit, and to the variable capaci 
tance diode element of the local oscillator circuit the tuning 
voltage is applied through the voltage adjustment circuit 
Which is connected betWeen the variable voltage source and 
a reference voltage source. 

Further, the AM radio receiver according to a second 
embodiment of the present invention comprises a radio 
frequency tuning circuit for selecting amplitude-modulated 
signal received at antenna; a local oscillator circuit for 
generating an oscillating signal Which is used in a ?rst 
frequency conversion section to convert the receiving signal 
to an intermediate frequency signal having a higher fre 
quency than that of the receiving signal, Wherein the radio 
frequency tuning circuit comprises a tuning coil, and vari 



6,021,322 
3 

able capacitance diode elements connected to the tuning 
coil; the local oscillator circuit comprises an oscillator coil, 
a variable capacitance diode element connected in parallel 
With the oscillator coil, and a capacitance element connected 
in series thereWith; the variable capacitance diode element 
of the radio-frequency tuning circuit is connected to a 
variable voltage source; and the variable capacitance diode 
elements of the local oscillator circuit are coupled to the 
variable voltage source through a voltage adjustment circuit 
connected to a reference voltage source. 

As Will be seen from the foregoing description, the AM 
radio receiver according to the present invention is arranged 
such that tuning voltage is derived from the variable voltage 
source, and such that tuning voltage different from that 
applied to the variable capacitance diode elements of the 
radio-frequency tuning circuit is applied to the variable 
capacitance diode elements of the local oscillator circuit 
With the aid of the voltage adjustment circuit Which is 
connected betWeen the variable voltage source and the 
variable capacitance diode elements of the local oscillator 
circuit. 

Further, the AM radio receiver according to the present is 
designed such that the characteristic curves of the variable 
capacitance diodes of the local oscillator circuit are adjusted 
by means of the capacitance element connected in series 
With the oscillator coil of the local oscillator circuit. 

Other objects, features and advantages of the present 
invention Will become apparent from the ensuing description 
taken in connection With the accompanying draWings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a circuit diagram illustrating the AM radio 
receiver according to a ?rst embodiment of the present 
invention. 

FIG. 2 is a graph shoWing the relationship betWeen a 
tuning voltage applied at a variable voltage supply terminal 
and a tuning voltage applied to a variable-capacitance diode 
of a local oscillator When the ratio of the resistance values 
for resistors R3 and R4 of a voltage adjustment circuit is 
changed. 

FIG. 3 is a graph shoWing the relationship betWeen the 
tuning voltage applied at the variable voltage supply termi 
nal and the tuning voltage applied to the variable 
capacitance diode of the local oscillator When a reference 
voltage applied to the voltage adjustment circuit is changed. 

FIG. 4 is a circuit diagram illustrating the AM radio 
receiver according to a second embodiment of the present 
invention. 

FIG. 5 is a circuit diagram illustrating the AM radio 
receiver according to a third embodiment of the present 
invention. 

FIG. 6 is a circuit diagram illustrating the AM radio 
receiver according to a fourth embodiment of the present 
invention. 

FIG. 7 is a circuit diagram shoWing prior-art AM radio 
receiver. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

Description Will noW be made of the AM radio receiver 
embodying the present invention With reference to FIGS. 1 
to 6. 

FIG. 1 illustrates the AM radio receiver according to a 
?rst embodiment of the present invention, Which includes a 
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4 
radio-frequency tuning circuit 11, local oscillator circuit 12, 
variable voltage supply terminal 13 connected to a variable 
voltage source, reference voltage supply terminal 14 
coupled to a reference voltage source, and voltage adjust 
ment circuit 15. 

The radio-frequency tuning circuit 11 comprises a tuning 
coil L1, variable capacitance diodes D1 and D2, and capaci 
tor C1. The variable capacitance diodes D1 and D2 have 
their cathodes connected together, With the anode of the 
variable capacitance diode D1 being tied to one end of the 
tuning coil L1, and With the anode of the variable capaci 
tance diode D2 being coupled to the other end of the tuning 
coil L1. The capacitor C1 is connected in parallel With the 
tuning coil L1. The local oscillator circuit 12 comprises an 
oscillator coil L2, a variable capacitance diode D3, and 
capacitors C2 and C3 Which serve to characteriZe tracking 
performance in the form of a cubic function, thereby reduc 
ing tracking error. The capacitor C2 has one end thereof 
connected to one end of the oscillator coil L2 so as to be in 
series With the oscillator coil L2. Coupled to the other end 
of the capacitor C2 are one end of the variable capacitance 
diode D3 and one end of the capacitor C3. The other ends of 
the variable capacitance diode D3 and capacitor C3 are 
connected to the other end of the oscillator coil L2. 

Further, in the radio-frequency tuning circuit 11, the 
cathodes of the variable capacitance diodes D1 and D2 are 
connected to the variable voltage supply terminal 13 through 
a resistor R1. In the local oscillator circuit 12, a resistor R2 
is connected to the cathode of the variable capacitance diode 
D3, and to the variable voltage supply terminal 13 through 
the voltage adjustment circuit 15 Which is coupled to the 
reference voltage supply terminal 14. 

In the voltage adjustment circuit 15, resistors R5 and R6 
are connected in series betWeen the reference voltage supply 
terminal 14 and the ground, and resistors R3 and R4 are 
connected in series betWeen the connecting point of the 
resistors R5 and R6 and the variable voltage supply terminal 
13. Connected to the connecting point of the resistors R3 and 
R4 through the resistor R2 is the local oscillator circuit 12. 

Tuning voltage from the variable voltage supply terminal 
13 is applied to the variable capacitance diodes D1 and D2 
of the radio-frequency tuning circuit, and to the variable 
capacitance diode D3 of the local oscillator circuit 12. 
Reference voltage is applied from the reference voltage 
supply terminal to the voltage adjustment circuit 15. 
The respective circuit constants of the radio-frequency 

tuning circuit 11 and local oscillator circuit 12 are set up 
such that the difference betWeen the oscillating frequency of 
the local oscillator circuit 12 and the tuning frequency of the 
radio-frequency tuning circuit gets close to 10.7 MHZ. The 
radio-frequency tuning circuit 11 uses the variable capaci 
tance diodes D1 and D2 each having a variable capacitance 
ratio equal to or higher than 10.73 so as to be tunable to any 
amplitude-modulated signal in the frequency range of 522 
KHZ to 1710 KHZ. Further, the local oscillator circuit 13 
employs the variable capacitance diode D3 having a variable 
capacitance ratio equal to or higher than 1.22 so as to be able 
to produce oscillation in the range of 11222 KHZ to 12410 
KHZ. 

With the AM radio receiver constructed as mentioned 
above in accordance With the present invention, voltage 
applied to the variable capacitance diode of the local oscil 
lator circuit 12 is adjusted in accordance With the ratio of the 
resistance values for the resistors R3 and R4 and the ratio of 
the resistance values for the resistors R5 and R6 in the 
voltage adjustment circuit 15. 
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In the voltage adjustment circuit 15, Within the tuning 
voltage provided from the variable voltage supply terminal 
12, the tuning voltage applied to the variable capacitance 
diode of the local oscillator circuit 13 is adjusted in accor 
dance With the ratio of the resistance value for the resistor 
R3 and the resistance value for the resistor R4, as shoWn in 
FIG. 2. 

FIG. 2 is a graph shoWing the relationship betWeen the 
tuning voltage V1 derived from the variable voltage supply 
terminal 13 and the tuning voltage V2 applied to the variable 
capacitance diode D3 of the local oscillator circuit 12, When 
the ratio of the resistance value for the resistor R3 and the 
resistance value for the resistor R4 in the voltage adjustment 
circuit 15 is changed. FIG. 2 illustrates the case Where the 
reference voltage V3 applied to the connecting point of the 
resistors R5 and R6 is 6 V. 

In FIG. 2, the vertical aXis indicates the tuning voltage V2 
applied to the variable capacitance diode D3 of the local 
oscillator circuit 12, and the horiZontal aXis represents the 
tuning voltage V1 derived from the variable voltage supply 
terminal 13., Wherein 21 and 22 represent the relationships 
betWeen the tuning voltages V1 and V2 When the ratio of the 
resistance values for the resistors R3 and R4 is set at 33:18 
and 18:33, respectively; and 20 indicates the relationship 
betWeen the tuning voltages V1 and V2 When tuning voltage 
is applied to the variable capacitance diode D3 of the local 
oscillator circuit 12 Without using the voltage adjustment 
circuit 15. 

Within the tuning voltage applied from the variable volt 
age supply terminal 13, by adjusting the tuning voltage ratio 
applied to the variable capacitance diode D3 of the local 
oscillator circuit 12, the variable capacitance ratio of the 
local oscillator circuit 12 is set up such that the local 
oscillation is enabled to produce oscillating frequency in the 
range of 11222 KHZ to 12410 KHZ. 

In the voltage adjustment circuit 15, the reference voltage 
V3 applied to the connecting point of the resistors R5 and R6 
is adjusted in accordance With the ratio of the resistance 
values for the resistors R5 and R6. 

FIG. 3 is a graph shoWing the relationship betWeen the 
tuning voltage V1 derived from the variable voltage supply 
terminal 13 and the tuning voltage V2 applied to the variable 
capacitance diode D3 of the local oscillator circuit 12, When 
the reference voltage V3 applied to the connecting point of 
the resistors R5 and R6 in the voltage control circuit 15 is 
changed. FIG. 3 illustrates the case Where the ratio of the 
resistance values for the resistors R3 and R4 is set at 18:33. 

In FIG. 3, the vertical aXis indicates the tuning voltage V2 
Which is applied to the variable capacitance diode D3 of the 
local oscillator circuit 12, and the horiZontal aXis shoWs the 
tuning voltage V1 Which is derived from the variable voltage 
supply terminal 13, Wherein 31, 32 and 33 represent the 
relationships betWeen the tuning voltages V1 and V2 When 
the reference voltage V3 is set at 5 V, 6 V and 7 V, 
respectively; and 30 shoWs the relationship betWeen the 
tuning voltages V1 and V2 When the tuning voltage is 
applied to the variable capacitance diode D3 of the local 
oscillator circuit 12 Without using voltage adjustment circuit 
15. 

When the reference voltage V3 is higher than the tuning 
voltage V1 derived from the variable voltage supply terminal 
13, the tuning voltage V2 Which is applied to the variable 
capacitance diode D3 of the local oscillator circuit 12 is 
given by the folloWing eXpression: 
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6 
Where R3 and R4 represent the resistance values for the 
resistors R3 and R4, respectively. 
When the reference voltage V3 is equal to the tuning 

voltage V1 derived from the variable voltage supply terminal 
13, the tuning voltage V2 Which is applied to the variable 
capacitance diode D3 of the local oscillator circuit 12 is 
given by the folloWing equation: 

When the reference voltage V3 is loWer than the tuning 
voltage V1 derived from the variable voltage supply terminal 
13, the tuning voltage V2 Which is applied to the variable 
capacitance diode D3 of the local oscillator circuit 12 is 
given by the folloWing eXpression: 

The capacitance value of the local oscillator circuit 12 is 
set up such that tracking error is minimiZed through adjust 
ment of the reference voltage V3. 

FIG. 4 illustrates the circuit diagram of the AM radio 
receiver according to a second embodiment of the present 
invention, Which includes a radio-frequency tuning circuit 
41, and local oscillator circuit 42. 

In the radio-frequency tuning circuit 41, variable capaci 
tance diodes D4 and D5 having their cathodes coupled 
together are connected in parallel With a tuning coil L3. In 
the local oscillator circuit 42, a capacitor C4 is connected in 
series With an oscillator coil L4, and a variable capacitance 
diode D6 is connected in parallel With the oscillator coil L4. 
The radio-frequency tuning circuit 41 is connected to a 

variable voltage supply terminal 43 through a resistor R7. 
The local oscillator circuit 42 is coupled to the variable 
voltage supply terminal 43 through a voltage adjustment 
circuit 45. 

In the voltage adjustment circuit 45, a variable resistor 
R10 is connected betWeen a reference voltage supply ter 
minal 44 and ground, and resistors R8 and R9 are connected 
in series betWeen the variable resistor R10 and the variable 
voltage supply terminal 43. Connected to the connecting 
point of the resistors R8 and R9 through a resistor R11 is the 
local oscillator circuit 42. 

In the AM radio receiver just described above, reference 
voltage V3 is adjusted by adjusting the variable resistor R10; 
thus, even if any dispersion occurs With respect to the 
capacitance values of the variable capacitance diodes, track 
ing error that tends to be caused by such dispersion can be 
minimiZed by adjusting the resistance value of the variable 
resistor R10. 

FIG. 5 is a circuit diagram illustrating the AM radio 
receiver according to a third embodiment of the present 
invention, Which comprises a radio-frequency tuning circuit 
51, local oscillator circuit 52, variable voltage supply ter 
minal 53, reference voltage supply terminal 54, and voltage 
adjustment circuit 55. 
The radio-frequency tuning circuit 51 comprises a tuning 

coil L5, and a pair of variable capacitance diodes D7 and D8 
Which, having their cathodes coupled together, are con 
nected in parallel With the tuning coil L5. 
The local oscillator circuit 52 comprises an oscillator coil 

L6, variable capacitance diodes D9 and D10, and a capacitor 
C5 Which is connected in series With the oscillator coil L6. 
The variable capacitance diodes D9 and D10 are connected 
in parallel With the oscillator coil L6. C5, C6 and C7 are 
capacitors Which serve to characteriZe tracking performance 
in the form of a quintic function, thereby minimiZing track 
ing error. R12 is a resistor Which feeds DC current. 
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The voltage adjustment circuit 55 comprises a variable 
resistor R15 connected betWeen the reference voltage supply 
terminal 54 and the ground, and another variable resistor 
R14 connected betWeen the variable resistor R15 and the 
variable voltage supply terminal 53. 

Further, the radio-frequency tuning circuit 51 is connected 
to the variable voltage supply terminal 53 through a resistor 
R13, and the local oscillator circuit 52 is coupled to the 
variable resistor R14 of the voltage adjustment circuit 55 
through a resistor R16. 

In the AM radio receiver constructed as described just 
above, With the tuning voltage range given at the variable 
voltage supply terminal 53, the tuning voltage applied to the 
variable capacitance diodes D9 and D10 of the local oscil 
lator circuit 52, is adjusted in accordance With the resistance 
value of the variable resistor R14, and the reference voltage 
V3 is adjusted in accordance With the resistance value of the 
variable resistor R15. Thus, even if any dispersion occurs 
With respect to the variable capacitance ratio and capaci 
tance value of the variable capacitance diodes, tracking error 
Which tends to be caused by such dispersion can be mini 
miZed by adjusting the resistance values of the variable 
resistors R14 and R15. 

FIG. 6 is a circuit diagram illustrating the AM radio 
receiver according to a fourth embodiment of the present 
invention, Which comprises a radio-frequency tuning circuit 
61, local oscillator circuit 62, variable voltage supply ter 
minal 63, reference voltage supply terminal 64, and voltage 
adjustment circuit 65. 

The radio-frequency tuning circuit 61 comprises a pair of 
variable capacitance diodes D11 and D12 and a tuning coil 
L7, and is connected to the variable voltage supply terminal 
63. The local oscillator circuit 62 comprises an oscillator 
coil L8, a capacitor C8 connected in series With the oscillator 
coil L8, and a variable capacitance diode D13 connected in 
parallel With the oscillator coil L8. The voltage adjustment 
circuit 65 comprises resistors R17 and R18 connected in 
series betWeen the variable voltage supply terminal 63 and 
the reference voltage supply terminal 64. Connected to the 
connecting point of the resistors R17 and R18 is the local 
oscillator circuit 62. 

In the AM radio receiver constructed as mentioned just 
above, With the tuning voltage range given at the terminal 
63, the tuning voltage applied to the variable capacitance 
diode D13 of the local oscillator circuit 62 is set up in 
accordance With the resistance values for the resistors R17 
and R18, and then the reference voltage V3 applied from the 
terminal 64 is determined. 

The AM radio receiver embodying the present invention 
employs capacitance element connected in series With the 
oscillator coil and is arranged such that the tuning voltage 
derived from variable voltage source is applied to variable 
capacitance diodes of radio-frequency tuning circuit, and the 
tuning voltage is also applied to variable capacitance diode 
or diodes of local oscillator circuit through voltage adjust 
ment circuit connected to the variable voltage source and 
reference voltage source as described above, and With such 
arrangement, it Will be appreciated that tracking error can be 
minimiZed Without using components such as 
microcomputer, EPROM, and D/A converter circuit. A fur 
ther advantage is such that by virtue of the fact that the 
tuning voltage applied to the local oscillator circuit can be 
adjusted by means of the voltage adjustment circuit, the AM 
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radio receiver according to the present invention can be 
constructed by using a single variable voltage source even if 
different types of variable capacitance diodes Which are not 
identical in terms of characteristics (variable ratio and 
capacitance value) are used for the radio-frequency tuning 
circuit and local oscillator circuit. 

While the present invention has been illustrated and 
described With respect to some speci?c embodiments 
thereof, it is to be understood that the present invention is by 
no means limited thereto but encompasses all changes and 
modi?cations Which Will become possible Within the scope 
of the appended claims. It is also possible, for eXample, that 
the radio-frequency tuning circuit may be comprised of a 
parallel circuit of a tuning coil and capacitor, and a variable 
capacitance diode and capacitor Which are connected in 
series betWeen the parallel circuit and the ground. 
What is claimed is: 
1. An AM radio receiver comprising a radio-frequency 

tuning circuit for selecting amplitude-modulated signal 
received at antenna; a local oscillator circuit for generating 
an oscillating signal Which is used in a ?rst frequency 
conversion section to convert receiving signal to an inter 
mediate frequency signal having a higher frequency than 
that of the receiving signal, Wherein: 

said radio-frequency tuning circuit comprises a tuning 
coil, and variable capacitance diode elements con 
nected to said tuning coil; 

said local oscillator circuit comprises an oscillator coil, a 
variable capacitance diode element connected in par 
allel With said oscillator coil, and a capacitance element 
connected in series With said oscillator coil; and 

the variable capacitance diode elements of said radio 
frequency tuning circuit are connected to a variable 
voltage source, and the variable capacitance diode 
element of said local oscillator circuit is connected to 
the variable voltage source through a voltage adjust 
ment circuit connected to a reference voltage source. 

2. An AM radio receiver according to claim 1, Wherein 
said voltage adjustment circuit comprises a ?rst resistor, a 
second resistor, a third resistor, and a fourth resistor; said 
third and fourth resistors are connected in series betWeen the 
reference voltage source and the ground; said ?rst and 
second resistors are connected betWeen the connecting point 
of the third and fourth resistors and the variable voltage 
source; and the local oscillator circuit is connected to the 
connecting point of the ?rst and second resistors. 

3. An AM radio receiver according to claim 1, Wherein 
said voltage adjustment circuit comprises a variable resistor 
connected betWeen the reference voltage source and the 
ground; said ?rst and second resistors are connected 
betWeen said variable resistor and said variable voltage 
source; and the local oscillator circuit is connected to the 
connecting point of said ?rst and second resistors. 

4. An AM radio receiver according to claim 1, Wherein 
said voltage adjustment circuit comprises a ?rst variable 
resistor connected betWeen the reference voltage source and 
the ground, and a second variable resistor connected 
betWeen said ?rst variable resistor and said variable voltage 
source; and said local oscillator circuit is connected to said 
second variable resistor. 


