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BEAD LOCK AND METHOD OF RETAINING 
BEADS 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 
The present invention relates to beading, and more 

particularly, to a device and method for retaining one or 
more beads on bead stringing material such as hair. 

2. Background 
It is a common and popular practice to use beads to 

ornament hair. This practice is usually performed by thread 
ing beads onto the hair manually or by putting foil around 
the hair and stringing beads over the foil. Another method of 
placing beads on hair is to thread beads over a needle With 
a loop of string attached, pass the beads over the string, and 
then thread a band of hair through the loop. The beads are 
then backed over the loop and onto the band of hair. 

Aproblem associated With beading is retaining the beads 
on the hair once they are placed on the hair. A rubber band 
may be Wrapped around the hair or a small hair clip may be 
placed on the hair betWeen the beads and the free end of the 
hair for this purpose. These methods of retaining the beads 
on the hair generally either detract from the beauty of the 
beads, are dif?cult to use, or are ineffective in securely 
retaining the beads on the hair over time. Another signi?cant 
problem With many of these methods is that the Wearer’s hair 
is damaged by their use. 

There is desired an improved device and method for 
retaining beads on hair and other bead stringing materials. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention is a bead lock and a method of 
retaining beads on bead stringing materials such as cord, 
cloth, string and hair With the bead lock. 

Various forms of a bead lock are disclosed. The bead lock 
is used With beads having a central hole or passage used to 
thread the bead onto bead stringing materials, including 
strands of hair. 

In general, the bead lock comprises a body having ?rst 
and second ends. In one or more embodiments, the distance 
betWeen the ends of the body is greater than the distance 
through the passage of one bead, but not greater than the 
distance through the passages of tWo adjacent beads. The 
body is adapted to ?t Within the passages through the beads. 
In a resting or uninserted state, the body may have a 
transverse dimension Which is larger than the corresponding 
dimension of the passage, but be ?exible enough to deform 
into a shape that ?ts Within the passage such that the body 
is biased against an inside Wall de?ning the passage through 
the bead. 

In accordance With the method of the invention, bead 
stringing material is eXtended through the passages through 
the beads until the desired number of beads have been 
threaded onto the bead stringing material. The bead lock is 
then inserted into the passages though the tWo beads closest 
to the free end of the bead stringing material. The bead lock 
engages the beads and the bead stringing material, locking 
the beads into place on the bead stringing material. 

Further objects, features, and advantages of the present 
invention over the prior art Will become apparent from the 
detailed description of the invention Which folloWs, When 
considered With the attached ?gures. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 illustrates multiple beads positioned on strands of 
hair of a person. 
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2 
FIG. 2 is an enlarged vieW of tWo beads positioned on 

strands of hair. 

FIG. 3 is an elevational vieW of beads retained on hair 
utiliZing a bead lock in accordance With a ?rst embodiment 
of the present invention. 

FIG. 4 is a top plan vieW of the bead lock engaging the 
hair and the beads illustrated in FIG. 3. 

FIG. 5 is a front vieW of the bead lock illustrated in 
accordance With the ?rst embodiment of the invention. 

FIG. 6 is a top vieW of the bead lock illustrated in FIG. 5. 

FIG. 7 is an elevational vieW of a bead lock in accordance 
With a second embodiment of the present invention. 

FIG. 8 illustrates the bead lock of the second embodiment 
of the invention engaging a pair of beads. 

FIG. 9 is an elevational vieW of a bead lock in accordance 
With a third embodiment of the present invention. 

FIG. 10 illustrates the bead lock of the third embodiment 
of the invention engaging a pair of beads. 

FIG. 11 is an elevational vieW of a bead lock in accor 
dance With a fourth embodiment of the present invention. 

FIG. 12 illustrates the bead lock of the fourth embodiment 
of the invention engaging a pair of beads. 

FIG. 13 is an elevational vieW of a bead lock in accor 
dance With a ?fth embodiment of the present invention. 

FIG. 14 is an elevational vieW of a bead lock in accor 
dance With a siXth embodiment of the present invention. 

FIG. 15 is an elevational vieW of a bead lock in accor 
dance With a seventh embodiment of the present invention. 

FIG. 16 is an elevational vieW of a bead lock in accor 
dance With a eighth embodiment of the present invention. 

FIG. 17 is an elevational vieW of a bead lock in accor 
dance With a ninth embodiment of the present invention. 

FIG. 18 is an elevational vieW of a bead lock in accor 
dance With a tenth embodiment of the present invention. 

FIG. 19 is an elevational vieW of a bead lock in accor 
dance With an eleventh embodiment of the present inven 
tion. 

FIG. 20 is an elevational vieW of a bead lock in accor 
dance With an tWelfth embodiment of the present invention. 

FIG. 21 is an elevational vieW of a bead lock in accor 
dance With a thirteenth embodiment of the present invention. 

FIG. 22 is an elevational vieW of a bead lock in accor 
dance With a fourteenth embodiment of the present inven 
tion. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

In general, the present invention comprises a bead lock 
and a method of retaining beads on bead stringing material, 
including hair, With the bead lock. In the folloWing 
description, numerous speci?c details are set forth to pro 
vide a thorough description of the invention. It Will be 
apparent, hoWever, to one skilled in the art that the invention 
may be practiced Without these speci?c details. In other 
instances, Well-knoWn features have not been described in 
detail so as not to obscure the invention. Further, although 
embodiments are described in Which the bead stringing 
material is hair, it Will be apparent that the invention may be 
used With other bead stringing materials, including, Without 
limitation, cloth, string, cord and Wire. 

Referring noW to the draWings, FIG. 1 illustrates a person 
having one or more strands of hair 20. Several beads 22 are 
positioned on the hair 20. While FIG. 1 illustrates four beads 
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22 on the hair, any desired number of beads 22 may be used. 
Referring to FIGS. 3—22, a bead lock 24 is provided for 
retaining these beads 22 on the hair 20. 

While the bead lock 24 and method of the present 
invention are useful in retaining beads 22 on one or more 
strands of hair 20, those of skill in the art Will appreciate that 
the invention may be used to place and retain beads on other 
bead stringing material, including cloth, string, cord or other 
similar materials. 

The beads 22 may be of a variety of shapes and siZes and 
be constructed from a variety of materials. Referring to FIG. 
4, each bead 22 preferably has the common feature of a 
passage 26 extending therethrough. In the case Where the 
beads 22 are generally spherical, it is common for the 
passage to extend along a diameter through the bead. In the 
case Where the beads 22 are generally cylindrical, the 
passage typically extends along a longitudinal axis. 

The beads 22 may be placed on the hair 20 or other bead 
stringing materials in a variety of mainers. For example, the 
beads 22 may be positioned on the hair using the tool and 
method disclosed and claimed in US. Pat. No. 5,687,751, 
issued Nov. 18, 1997. 

The bead lock 24 in accordance With a ?rst embodiment 
of the present invention Will be described With reference to 
FIGS. 3—6. As illustrated therein, the bead lock 24 comprises 
a body 28. The body 28 is adapted to ?t entirely Within the 
passages 26 through tWo adjacent beads 22. 

Referring to FIGS. 5 and 6, the body 28 of the bead lock 
24 in accordance With the ?rst embodiment has a pair of 
opposing surfaces or faces 30 and 32. The surfaces 30 and 
32 have a pair of opposing sides or edges 34 and 36 and a 
?rst end 38 and a second end 40. In this embodiment, the 
body 28 is generally elongate, having a length from end to 
end Which is greater than its maximum Width betWeen its 
sides 34 and 36. 

The body 28 is not planar. Instead, the sides 34 and 36 
curve inWardly toWards one another as illustrated in FIG. 6 
(i.e. the body 28 is curved about an axis extending through 
the body from end 38 to end 40). So arranged, one of the 
surfaces 30 is an “inside” or concave surface, While the other 
surface 32 is an “outside” or convex surface. 

Several ribs 42 project outWardly from the inside surface 
30. The ribs 42 are raised areas Which extend transversely 
across the body 28 from near one side 34 to near the other 
side 36. The ribs 42 are spaced from one another. 
A ?nger 44 extends outWardly from each side 34 and 36 

betWeen the ?rst and second ends 38 and 40. Each ?nger 44 
comprises a rounded projection. 

In one or more embodiments, the body 28 is constructed 
of a durable and resilient material having some surface 
adhesion, such as PVC, other plastics or rubber. When 
constructed of these materials, the body 28 may be molded. 
The body 28 may also be constructed of a durable and 
resilient material Which is smooth and has little surface 
adhesion, such as a relatively ?exible metal member. In that 
case, the surface of body 28 may be coated or treated to 
provide some surface adhesion. 
A method of retaining beads 22 on hair 20 in accordance 

With the present invention is as folloWs. 
First, the beads 22 are placed on the hair 20 as illustrated 

in FIGS. 1 and 2. The user presses the bead lock 24 into the 
passages 26 through the tWo beads 22 closest to the free end 
of the hair 20 such that the bead lock 24 is disposed betWeen 
the hair 20 and the passage Walls. 

So positioned, the bead lock 24 is secured in the passages 
26 through the beads 22. Once inserted, various of the 
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4 
surfaces of the bead lock 24 engage the passage 26 Walls and 
the hair 20 passing through the beads 22. Referring to FIGS. 
3 and 4, the outside surface 32 of the body 24 is pressed 
against portions of the Wall de?ning the passages 26. For 
example, the outer edges 34 and 36 of the body 24, including 
the ?ngers 44, engage the inside passage Walls of each bead 
22. Other portions of the outer surface of the body engage 
the hair 20. Adhesive or high-friction characteristics of the 
exterior surface of the bead lock 24 may further insure that 
the bead lock 24 is securely retained to the hair 20 and beads 
22. 

The hair 20 is compressed in that portion of the passage 
26 betWeen the bead lock 24 and the bead 22. The ribs 42 on 
the bead lock 24 aid in gripping the hair 20 and maintaining 
the beads 22 on the hair 20. 

Once placed in passages 26 through the tWo beads 22 
closest to the free end of the hair 20, the bead lock 24 secures 
these tWo beads 22 closest to the free end of the hair 20 
directly to the hair. Other beads 22 Which are positioned 
along the hair 20 above those tWo beads Which the bead lock 
24 engages are retained by those tWo beads 22 on the hair 20. 
These other beads are prevented from moving toWards the 
free end of the hair 20 by the tWo bottom beads 22 Which the 
bead lock 24 engages. 

If the body 28 of the bead lock 24 is resilient, it may be 
placed into a passage 26 Which is smaller than the distance 
betWeen its edges 34 and 36. In this case, the body 28 
compresses or folds to reduce its siZe, permitting it to ?t 
Within beads 22 having a variety of siZed passages 26. 

The bead lock 24 is removed by extracting it from the 
passage 26 through each bead 22. This may be accomplished 
by sliding one of the tWo engaged beads 22 upWardly or 
doWnWardly off of the bead lock 24. A portion of the bead 
lock 24 is then readily accessible and can be pulled from the 
remaining bead 22. 
As illustrated in FIG. 3, the bead lock 24 in accordance 

With the one or more embodiments of the invention has a 
length Which is greater than the distance through the passage 
26 of a single bead 22 and less than the distance through the 
passages 26 through tWo adjacent beads 22. In one or more 
embodiments, the length of bead lock 24 is approximately 
equal to the distance through the passages through tWo 
adjacent beads 22. Advantageously, the bead lock 24 having 
such a length is not visible because it is housed generally 
entirely Within the tWo adjacent beads 22. The bead lock 24 
thus does not detract from the appearance of the beads 22 or 
the hair 20. 

Those of skill in the art Will appreciate that the bead lock 
24 of the invention may be have a greater or lesser length so 
as to cooperate With a single bead 22 or more than tWo beads 
22. When the bead lock 24 is adapted to cooperate and 
engage at least tWo beads 22, better locking is achieved in 
one or more embodiments by having a greater surface area 
of the bead lock 24 contact the hair 20 and beads 22. When 
the bead lock 22 cooperates With no more than tWo beads 22, 
an advantage is realiZed in that the other beads 22 along the 
hair 20 are permitted to move independently and are not 
locked together in a rigid line. 
Abead lock 24a in accordance With a second embodiment 

of the present invention is illustrated in FIGS. 7 and 8. In the 
illustrations and description of this embodiment of the 
invention, like reference numerals have been used to des 
ignate like or similar parts to those of the previously 
described embodiment, except that an “a” designator has 
been added to all of the reference numerals of this embodi 
ment. 
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The bead lock 24a comprises a generally planar body 28a 
having a ?rst end 38a and a second end 40a. At its ends 38a 
and 40a, the body 28a is bifurcated, de?ning tWo legs 46a 
and 48a. The legs 46a and 48a are spaced slightly from one 
another, and each has a tip 50a Which faces outWardly from 
the main portion of the body. In one or more embodiments, 
the tips 50a of adjacent legs 46a and 48a are spaced by a 
distance greater than the Width of the passages 26a through 
the beads 22a into Which the body 28a is placed. 

The bead lock 24a may be constructed of materials 
similar to those described for the bead lock 24 illustrated in 
FIGS. 5 and 6 described above, and may be similarly siZed. 
The bead lock 24a may be inserted into a pair of beads 22a 
in a manner similar to bead lock 24 described above. 

When inserted in a passage 26a of a bead 22a, the legs 
46a and 48a are in one or more embodiments are com 

pressed toWards one another, With the tips 50a thereof 
pressed or biased outWardly against the Wall de?ning the 
passage 26a through the bead 22a. The body 28a occupies 
some of the space Within the passage 26a, pressing the hair 
20a betWeen the body 28a and the bead 22a, locking the 
bead 22a to the hair 20a. 
Abead lock 24b in accordance With a third embodiment 

of the present invention is illustrated in FIGS. 9 and 10. In 
the illustrations and description of this embodiment of the 
invention, like reference numerals have been used to des 
ignate like or similar parts to those of the previously 
described embodiments, except that a “b” designator has 
been added to all of the reference numerals of this embodi 
ment. 

The bead lock 24b in accordance With this embodiment is 
similar to that of the ?rst embodiment illustrated in FIGS. 5 
and 6. In this embodiment, a body 28b of the bead lock 24b 
is curved to the point Where the opposing edges 34b and 36b 
nearly meet, thus forming a partially enclosed channel 52b, 
and Whereby the body 28b is someWhat tubular in shape. The 
edges 34b and 36b are spaced by a distance Which permits 
compression of the body 28b When the body 28b is placed 
in a passage 26b. 

A method of retaining a bead 22b on hair 20b With the 
bead lock 24b is similar to that used for bead lock 24. The 
bead lock 24b of this embodiment, hoWever, When inserted 
into passages 26b may trap hair 20b Within its tubular body 
28b in addition to trapping the hair betWeen its body and the 
bead passage Walls. 
Abead lock 24c in accordance With a fourth embodiment 

of the present invention is illustrated in FIGS. 11 and 12. In 
the illustrations and description of this embodiment of the 
invention, like reference numerals have been used to des 
ignate like or similar parts to those of the previously 
described embodiments, except that a “c” designator has 
been added to all of the reference numerals of this embodi 
ment. 

The bead lock 24c in accordance With this embodiment 
comprises a generally holloW body 28c having ?rst and 
second ends 38c and 40c. Four spaced, ?exible Wall ele 
ments 54c extend betWeen the ?rst and second ends 38c and 
40c. 

Each pair of adjacent Wall elements 54c de?ne a passage 
58c leading to a holloW interior 60c of the body 28c. As 
illustrated in FIGS. 11 and 12, the body 28c includes four 
Wall elements 54c that de?ne four passages 58c. Referring 
to FIG. 12, these passages 58c appear as elongate grooves in 
the body 28c When vieWed along the centerline of the body 
28c from the ?rst end 38c to the second end 40c. 

In the embodiment illustrated in FIGS. 11 and 12, the Wall 
elements 54c are curved, each having a ?rst end at the ?rst 
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6 
end 38c of the body 28c and a second end at the second end 
40c of the body 28c. In-betWeen the ends of the body 28c, 
each Wall element 54c boWs outWardly from a centerline 
extending through the body 28c from end 38c to end 40c. 
Amethod of retaining beads 22c on hair 20c With the bead 

lock 24c is similar to that used for bead lock 24. As 
illustrated in FIG. 12, When the bead lock 24c is inserted into 
the beads 22c, it compresses inWardly and ?ts tightly Within 
the passages 26c through the beads 22c. Hair 20c is trapped 
in the passages 58c, retaining the beads 22c on the hair. 
Abead lock 24a' in accordance With a ?fth embodiment of 

the present invention is illustrated in FIG. 13. In the illus 
tration and description of this embodiment of the invention, 
like reference numerals have been used to designate like or 
similar parts, to those of the previously described 
embodiments, except that a “d” designator has been added 
to all of the reference numerals of this embodiment. 

The bead lock 24a' in accordance With this embodiment 
comprises a body 28d having a ?rst end 38d and a second 
end 40d. The body 28d generally has the shape of a football, 
having a diameter or radial dimension at its ends 38d and 
40d Which is less than its diameter or radial dimension aWay 
from and betWeen its ends. 

A groove 62d is positioned in the body 28d approximately 
mid-Way betWeen its ends 38d and 40d. The groove 62d 
extends inWardly from the outer surface of the body 28d 
around its entire circumference. 

Ridges 66d and valleys 65d are provided in the outer 
surface of the body 28d betWeen each of the ends 38d and 
40d and the groove 62d. These ridges 66d are de?ned by 
alternating radially inWardly and outWardly extending por 
tions of the body 28d. In one embodiment, the depth of the 
valleys 65d betWeen the ridges 66d is much less than the 
depth of the groove 62d. 

In one or more embodiments, each end 38d and 40d of the 
body 28a' is de?ned by the convergence of four thin Walls 
64d. 

A method of retaining beads 22d on hair With the bead 
lock 24a' is similar to that used for bead lock 24. When the 
bead lock 24a' is inserted into the passages 26d through the 
beads 22d, it compresses inWardly and ?ts tightly Within the 
passages 26d. The compression of the body 28a' is facilitated 
by the groove 62d, Which provides a space into Which the 
material comprising the body 28d may deform. 

Hair is trapped betWeen the outer surface of the bead lock 
24d and the passage Walls of the beads 22d, retaining the 
beads 22d on the hair. 

A bead lock 246 in accordance With a sixth embodiment 
of the present invention is illustrated in FIG. 14. In the 
illustration and description of this embodiment of the 
invention, like reference numerals have been used to des 
ignate like or similar parts to those of the previously 
described embodiments, except that an “e” designator has 
been added to all of the reference numerals of this embodi 
ment. 

The bead lock 246 comprises a body 286 Which has a ?rst 
end 386 and a second end 406. The body 286 has a cross or 
plus sign shape from end 386 to end 406. So arranged, the 
body 286 is de?ned by a pair of intersecting rectangular 
columns 676. 
A method of retaining beads 226 on hair With the bead 

lock 246 is similar to that used for bead lock 24. When the 
bead lock 246 is inserted into the passages 266 through the 
beads 226, it compresses inWardly and ?ts tightly Within the 
passages 266. Hair is trapped betWeen the outer surface of 
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the bead lock 24c and the inside passages Walls of the beads 
22e, retaining the beads 226 on the hair. 
Abead lock 24f in accordance With a seventh embodiment 

of the present invention is illustrated in FIG. 15. In the 
illustration and description of this embodiment of the 
invention, like reference numerals have been used to des 
ignate like or similar parts to those of the previously 
described embodiments, eXcept that an “f” designator has 
been added to all of the reference numerals of this embodi 
ment. 

The bead lock 24f has a body 28f Which is generally 
rectangular in shape, having a ?rst end 38f and a second end 
40f. The body 28f has a pair of opposing faces or surfaces 
30f and 32f. A pair of opposing elongate sides or edges 31f 
and 33f are provided betWeen the surfaces 30f and 32]”. 

In one or more embodiments, the body 28f is constructed 
of a relatively resilient material. The body 28f is constructed 
so that it its edges are biased in the direction of one of the 
surfaces 30f, such that the body 28f has a conveX surface 32f 
and a concave surface 30f (i.e. the body 28f is curved about 
an aXis extending through its ends 38f and 40]‘). In one or 
more embodiments, the body 28f has a Width betWeen its 
edges 31f and 33f that is greater than the Width of the passage 
through a bead into Which bead lock 24f is to be inserted. 
A method of retaining beads 22f on hair 20f With the bead 

lock 24f is similar to that used for bead lock 24. When the 
bead lock 24f is inserted into the passages 26f through the 
beads 22f, it bends in the direction of the concave surface 
30f. As a result, hair is compressed betWeen the opposing 
surface 32f and the adjacent surfaces of the inside passage 
Walls of the beads 22f. 
A bead lock 24g in accordance With an eighth embodi 

ment of the present invention is illustrated in FIG. 16. In the 
illustration and description of this embodiment of the 
invention, like reference numerals have been used to des 
ignate like or similar parts to those of the previously 
described embodiments, eXcept that a “g” designator has 
been added to all of the reference numerals of this embodi 
ment. 

The bead lock 24g has, a body 28g having a ?rst end 38g 
and a second end 40g. A central portion of the body 28g 
betWeen its ends 38g and 40g comprises a shaft 68g. 

At each of the ?rst and second ends 38g and 40g barb 
elements 70g eXtend radially outWardly and in the direction 
of the opposite end. The elements 70g are spaced apart from 
one another and have a generally ?at outer surface. The barb 
elements 70g form a generally cone-shaped tip at each end 
38g and 40g of the body 24g. 
A method of retaining beads 22g on hair With this bead 

lock 24g is similar to that used for the bead lock 24. When 
the bead lock 24g is inserted into the passages 26g of the 
beads 22g, hair eXtends betWeen the barb elements 70g. The 
barb elements 70g compress radially inWardly toWards the 
central shaft 68g, and also toWards one another, closing the 
space betWeen adjacent barb elements 70g. In this manner, 
the outer surface of the barb elements 70g grips the beads 
22g, and the hair is tightly Wedged betWeen adjacent barb 
elements 70g. 
A bead lock 24h in accordance With a ninth embodiment 

of the present invention is illustrated in FIG. 17. In the 
illustration and description of this embodiment of the 
invention, like reference numerals have been used to des 
ignate like or similar parts to those of the previously 
described embodiments, eXcept that an “h” designator has 
been added to all of the reference numerals of this embodi 
ment. 
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The bead lock 24h in accordance With this embodiment 

comprises a body 28h Which is right-circular cylinder 
shaped. In one or more embodiments, the length of the body 
28h is approximately equal to the distance through the 
passages 26h through tWo adjacent beads 22h. In one or 
more embodiments, the diameter of the body 28h is prefer 
ably slightly less than the diameter of a passage 26h through 
a bead 22h. 

A method of using bead lock 24h to retain beads 22h on 
hair is similar to that used for bead lock 24. When the bead 
lock 24h is inserted into the passages 26h of the beads 22h, 
the hair is forced into the remaining space in the passages 
36h not occupied by the bead lock 24h. In this manner, the 
bead lock 24h is compressed against the inside passage Walls 
of the beads 22h and the hair is compressed betWeen the 
bead lock 24 and the inside passage Walls of the beads. 
A bead lock 24i in accordance With a tenth embodiment 

of the present invention is illustrated in FIG. 18. In the 
illustration and description of this embodiment of the 
invention, like reference numerals have been used to des 
ignate like or similar parts to those of the previously 
described embodiments, eXcept that an “i” designator has 
been added to all of the reference numerals of this embodi 
ment. 

The bead lock 24i in accordance With this embodiment 
comprises a body 28i Which has the form of an oval cylinder 
(i.e. a cylinder having an oval cross-section When the 
cross-section is taken perpendicular to a surface of the outer 

Wall). 
A method of using the bead lock 24i to retain beads on 

hair is similar to that used for bead lock 24. The bead lock 
24i is inserted into the passages 26i through a pair of 
adjacent beads 22i, compressing the hair against the inside 
passage Walls of the beads 22i and thereby binding the hair 
to the beads 22i. 
A bead lock 24j in accordance With an eleventh embodi 

ment of the present invention is illustrated in FIG. 19. In the 
illustration and description of this embodiment of the 
invention, like reference numerals have been used to des 
ignate like or similar parts to those of the previously 
described embodiments, eXcept that a “j” designator has 
been added to all of the reference numerals of this embodi 
ment. 

The bead lock 24j in accordance With this embodiment 
comprises a body 28j Which is serpentine. The body 28j has 
a ?rst end 38 j and a second end 40j. BetWeen its ends 38 j and 
40j, the body 28j comprises a band of material folloWing a 
helical path. The body 28j de?nes a central passage betWeen 
its ends 38j and 40j. 
A method of using bead lock 24j to retain beads on hair 

is similar to that used for bead lock 24. In one or more 
embodiments, the hair passing through the beads 22j is 
bunched tightly and then inserted into the passage or central 
section of the bead lock 24j formed by the body 28j. The 
bead lock 24j is then pressed upWardly into the passages 26 j 
of the beads 22j. The hair presses the bead lock 24j out 
Wardly against the inside passage Walls of the beads 22j 
thereby holding the beads 22j in place on the hair. 
Abead lock 24k in accordance With a tWelfth embodiment 

of the present invention is illustrated in FIG. 20. In the 
illustration and description of this embodiment of the 
invention, like reference numerals have been used to des 
ignate like or similar parts to those of the previously 
described embodiments, eXcept that a “k” designator has 
been added to all of the reference numerals of this embodi 
ment. 
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The bead lock 24k of this embodiment comprises a body 
28k having a ?rst end 38k and a second end 40k. BetWeen 
its ends 38k and 40k, the body 28k comprises a rod element 
72k. At each of its ends 38k and 40k, the body 28k comprises 
a triangular arroW-shaped element or tip 74k. In one or more 
embodiments, the tips 74k have a pair of ?at outer surfaces 
76k Which Widen from a thin or narroW point at the end 38k 
and 40k to a free end 78k. 

A method of using bead lock 24k to retain beads on hair 
is similar to that used for bead lock 24. When the bead lock 
24k is inserted into the passages 26k of the beads 22k, the 
free ends 78k of the tips 74k bend or ?ex inWardly toWards 
the rod 72k. The ?at outer surfaces 76k press against the 
inside Walls of the passages 26k, securing the bead lock 24k 
to the bead. The hair is forced into the remaining space in the 
passages 26k not occupied by bead lock 24k and compressed 
betWeen the passage Walls of the bead 22k and the bead lock 
24k. 
Abead lock 24m in accordance With a thirteenth embodi 

ment of the present invention is illustrated in FIG. 21. In the 
illustration and description of this embodiment of the 
invention, like reference numerals have been used to des 
ignate like or similar parts to those of the previously 
described embodiments, except than an “m” designator has 
been added to all of the reference numerals of this embodi 
ment. 

The bead lock 24m in accordance With this embodiment 
comprises body 28m generally having the shape of a non 
rectangular parallelepiped. 
A method of using bead lock 24m to retain beads on hair 

is similar to that used for bead lock 24m. When the bead lock 
24m is inserted into the passages 26m of the beads 22m, the 
hair is forced into the remaining space in the passages 26m 
not occupied by the bead lock 24m and compressed betWeen 
the inside passage Walls of the beads 22m and the bead lock 
24m. 
Abead lock 2411 in accordance With a fourteenth embodi 

ment of the present invention is illustrated in FIG. 22. In the 
illustration and description of this embodiment of the 
invention, like reference numerals have been used to des 
ignate like or similar parts, to those of the previously 
described embodiments, except than an “n” designator has 
been added to all of the reference numerals of this embodi 
ment. 

The bead lock 2411 has a body 2811 Which is similar in 
shape to that of the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 6. The 
body 2811 has a concave surface and a convex surface and a 
?rst end 3811 and a second end 4011. In FIG. 22, primarily 
only the convex surface 8211 is visible. 

In this embodiment ribs 4211 are located on the convex or 
outer surface of the body 2811 not on the concave inside 
surface as in the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 6. The 
concave surface of the body 2811 is generally smooth. 

In addition, a transverse tab 8011 extends outWardly from 
the convex surface. In one or more embodiments, this tab 
8011 is located approximately mid-Way betWeen the ends 3811 
and 4011 of the body 2811. The tab 8011 extends along the 
convex surface from edge to edge. 
A method of using bead lock 2411 to retain beads 2211 on 

hair is similar to that used for bead lock 24. When the bead 
lock 2411 is inserted into the passages 2611 through the beads 
2211, the hair is forced into the space in the passages 2611 
between the inside passage Walls of the beads 2211 and the 
concave surface of the bead lock 2411. The ribs 4211 on the 
body 2811 of the bead lock 24n grip the inside passage 
surfaces of the beads, 2211. In one or more embodiments, the 
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10 
tab 8011 is positioned betWeen the tWo adjacent beads 22n, 
spacing them slightly. 
The bead locks of present invention may be constructed 

by molding, extrusion, machining or other means knoWn to 
those of skill in the art. A bead lock of the invention may 
comprise a single unitary element or more than one element. 
For example, the rod 72k and the tips 76k of the body 28k 
of the bead lock 24k illustrated in FIG. 20 may comprise 
separate elements. These separate elements may be cor 
rected to form body 28k. 
As stated above, in one or more embodiments, the body 

of the bead lock of the invention comprises a member that 
is someWhat resilient and that has a high degree of surface 
adhesion. The outer surface of the body may have a positive 
adhesive characteristic, such that it bonds to material it 
contacts, or it may be rough With a high coefficient of 
friction. 
Where the body of the bead lock of the invention is 

constructed of more than one element or member, the 
members may comprise different materials. For example, 
With regard to the example given above, the rod 74k of the 
body 28k of the bead lock 24k illustrated in FIG. 20 may 
comprise a fairly rigid plastic, While the tips 76k may 
comprise a rubber material or the like. 

The foregoing description is that of example embodi 
ments of the invention. It Will be understood that various 
changes and modi?cations may be made Without departing 
from the spirit and scope of the invention, as de?ned by the 
claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A method of retaining at least tWo beads on bead 

stringing material having a free end, comprising the steps of: 
obtaining a ?rst bead and a second bead, said ?rst and 

second beads each having a passage therethrough; 
positioning said ?rst and second beads on said bead 

stringing material, said bead stringing material passing 
through said passages through said ?rst and second 
beads; and 

locking said ?rst and second beads to said bead stringing 
material, said locking step comprising the step of 
compressing a bead lock in each passage through said 
?rst and second beads, Whereby said ?rst and second 
beads are retained on said bead stringing material by 
frictional engagement of said bead lock and bead 
stringing material With said ?rst and second beads. 

2. The method of claim 1 Wherein said bead lock has a 
?rst end and a second end, and Wherein said locking step 
comprises positioning said ?rst end in said passage through 
said ?rst bead and positioning said second end in said 
passage through said second bead. 

3. The method of claim 1 further comprising the step of 
retaining a third bead on said bead stringing material, said 
step including the step of positioning said third bead on said 
bead stringing material prior to positioning said ?rst and 
second beads on said bead stringing material. 

4. The method of claim 1 Wherein said locking step 
includes the step of compressing said bead stringing material 
betWeen a surface of said bead lock and a surface of at least 
one of said ?rst and second beads. 

5. The method of claim 1 Wherein said passage through 
said ?rst and second beads is generally of a uniform diam 
eter. 

6. The method of claim 1 Wherein said bead lock has ?rst 
and second surfaces and said locking step includes the step 
of positioning at least a portion of said bead stringing 
material betWeen said ?rst and second surfaces of said bead 
lock. 
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7. The method of claim 1 wherein said step of positioning 
said bead in lock in said passages includes the step of 
deforming said bead lock from a ?rst state in Which a 
dimension of said bead lock is greater than a corresponding 
dimension of one of said passages, to a second state in Which 
said dimension of said bead lock is less than said corre 
sponding dimension of said passage. 

8. The method of claim 7 Wherein said bead lock has a 
body With a ?rst end and a second end, said ?rst and second 
ends de?ning a line passing through said body and said step 
of deforming comprises the step of compressing a portion of 
said bead lock toWards said line. 

9. The method of claim 1 Wherein said bead stringing 
material comprises hair. 

10. In combination, a ?rst bead, a second bead, and a bead 
lock, said ?rst bead and said second bead each having a 
passage through Which a bead stringing material extends, 
said bead lock comprising a body compressed into at least a 
portion of a remaining space in each passage through said 
?rst and second beads not occupied by said bead stringing 
material, Whereby said ?rst and second beads are retained on 
said bead stringing material. 

11. The combination of claim 10 Wherein said body has a 
concave face and a convex face. 

12. The combination of claim 11 comprising at least one 
rib that extends outWardly from at least one of said convex 
or concave faces. 

13. The combination of claim 12 comprising a tab that 
extends outWardly from said convex face, said tab extending 
generally perpendicular to a line de?ned through said ?rst 
and second ends of said body. 
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14. The combination of claim 10 Wherein said ?rst and 

second ends of said body are bifurcated. 
15. The combination of claim 10 Wherein said body is 

generally tubular. 
16. The combination of claim 10 Wherein said body has a 

cross-section generally in the shape of a cross. 
17. The combination of claim 10 Wherein said body has a 

generally rectangular cross-sectional shape. 
18. The combination of claim 10 Wherein said body has a 

?rst end and a second end and one or more spaced barb 
elements extend outWardly in the direction of said ?rst end 
from said second end and one or more spaced barb elements 
extend outWardly in the direction of said second end from 
said ?rst end. 

19. The combination of claim 10 Wherein said body is 
generally cylindrical in shape. 

20. The combination of claim 10 Wherein a cross-section 
of said body has a generally oval shape. 

21. The combination of claim 10 Wherein said body has a 
serpentine shape. 

22. The combination of claim 10 Wherein said body 
comprises a shaft having a generally pointed ?rst end and a 
generally pointed second end. 

23. The combination of claim 10 Wherein said passage 
through said ?rst bead has a ?rst length and said passage 
through said second bead has a second length, said body of 
said bead lock has a ?rst end and a second end and a length 
less than or equal to said ?rst and second lengths combined. 

* * * * * 


