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PORTABLE, FLEXIBLE FACIAL TISSUE 
DISPENSING SYSTEM FOR DISPENSING 

TISSUES 

RELATED APPLICATION 

This application claims priority to US. Provisional Appli 
cation Ser. No. 60/070,075, ?led on Dec. 31, 1997, entitled 
“Portable, Flexible Facial Tissue Dispensing System for 
Dispensing Tissues,” the entire disclosure of Which is incor 
porated herein by reference. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

This invention relates to a facial tissue dispensing system, 
and more particularly, to a facial tissue dispensing system 
Which is portable and made of a soft material, such as a 
plastic ?lm, for dispensing regular-siZed or large-siZed 
tissues, including moist or dry tissues. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Facial tissues are Well knoWn in the art. The uses of facial 
tissues include, but are not limited to, bloWing one’s nose, 
cleaning one’s glasses and other personal and household 
cleaning uses. Generally, a facial tissue dispensing system 
includes a stack of facial tissues placed Within a container, 
usually a cardboard carton, or a plastic ?lm package, com 
monly knoWn as a pocket or portable pack. 

The cartons are generally large in siZe. For example, a 
rectangular carton may be about 93/8 inches in length by 
about 4% inches in height by 4% inches in Width. These 
cartons are generally positioned by the user in a particular 
place in his or her home or office and left at that location. 
Thus, When the user desires a tissue, he or she must travel 
to the carton Where it is located to dispense a tissue from the 
carton for his or her use. 

On the other hand, portable packs are generally small in 
siZe. One example is generally about 7/s inch in height by 
about 2% inches in Width by about 4% inches in length. The 
portable packs are designed to travel With the user in his or 
her pocket, bag, purse or the like. Thus, When a user Wants 
a tissue from a portable pack, he or she must merely reach 
into his or her pocket or purse to grab a tissue from the 
portable pack. 

Various problems exist, hoWever, With current portable 
packs. One problem is that the portable pack may not be 
durable enough to Withstand days or Weeks in one’s pocket 
or purse, the time usually required to use all of the tissues in 
a portable pack. A second problem may be that the closure 
device of the portable pack, Which generally is a resealable 
opening, may not be durable enough to Withstand repeated 
openings and closings, especially if the closure device is 
located at the same location as Where the tissues are 
dispensed, i.e., the tissue dispensing opening. If the closure 
device is located at the tissue dispensing opening, the 
repeated and frequent act of pulling or draWing tissues over 
the resealable opening distorts and stretches the closure 
device, thereby rendering the device useless at keeping the 
portable pack closed. Therefore, if the portable pack is not 
durable enough, tissues could become dirty and/or fall out of 
the pack. Tissues may also become dirty as they are pulled 
out of the portable pack if the closure device accumulates 
dirt and lint on its adhesive portion. 

Another problem With current portable packs is that it 
may not be quick and easy to access a tissue due to the 
folding of tissues placed in the pack. Because of the small 
siZe of portable packs, tissues must be folded multiple times 

10 

15 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

2 
in order to contain several tissues in the small space. 
HoWever, because of the multiple folds, the user generally 
must unfold the tissue after dispensing it from the portable 
pack before being able to use the full-siZe tissue. This makes 
it difficult for the user to be able to use the full-siZe tissue 
quickly after dispensing it from the portable pack. Moreover, 
if the tissue needs to be used quickly, before the user has a 
chance to unfold it, the tissue may not be large enough to 
offer adequate protection. Another problem Which results 
from the multiple folds is that the user may believe that the 
tissue is smaller than it actually is. 

While portable packs are small in siZe, many of them are 
too bulky to be carried comfortably and discreetly in a user’s 
pocket. For example, Where the portable pack is about 7/s 
inch in height, it is generally too bulky to be placed into 
one’s pants pocket comfortably. 

Because of the ability of the portable packs to travel, the 
range of uses of the facial tissues in a portable pack is greater 
than those kept in a carton in one location in a home or 
of?ce. For a spill in one’s home, a person can use a variety 
of materials to clean the spill, such as a facial tissue, a paper 
toWel, a rag or the like. During travel, hoWever, people 
generally do not have paper toWels or rags contained in their 
purses or cars. Thus, facial tissues in the portable packs are 
used to clean a variety of spills and the like When paper 
toWels and rags are not available. Current facial tissues in 
portable packs, hoWever, may not be large enough to be 
effective in cleaning spills and the like When paper toWels or 
rags are not available. 

Accordingly, it Would be desirable to provide a portable, 
?exible pack tissue dispensing system Which is durable 
enough to be stored in one’s pocket or purse for long periods 
of time and Which is durable enough to Withstand repeated 
openings and closings. Moreover, it Would be desirable to 
provide a portable, ?exible pack tissue dispensing system 
Which contains large tissue sheets yet Which is still small and 
discreet enough to be placed comfortably and easily into 
one’s pocket or purse. In addition, it Would be desirable to 
provide a portable, ?exible pack tissue dispensing system 
Where the tissues contained therein are large enough to be 
suitable for a Wide variety of tasks, such as nose-bloWing, as 
Well as cleaning up spills, in the alternative to a paper toWel 
or rag. Last, it Would be desirable to have a supply of these 
portable packs close to the exit of your home so that you 
remember to place a pack in your pocket, purse, a child’s 
backpack or the like before leaving your house. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

One aspect of the invention provides a portable, ?exible 
facial tissue dispensing system for dispensing regular-siZed 
or large-siZed tissues comprising a generally square or 
rectangular, ?at, ?exible container and a stack of individu 
ally multiple folded tissues contained Within the container. 
The container includes a top Wall and a bottom Wall. The top 
Wall includes an opening formed therein through Which 
tissues are dispensed. Each tissue has a ?rst dimension and 
a second dimension, Which is generally perpendicular to the 
?rst dimension. Before being placed into the container, the 
tissues are multiple folded. In particular, each tissue is ?rst 
reversibly folded onto itself three times to decrease its siZe 
in the ?rst dimension and then reversibly folded onto itself 
at least one time to decrease its siZe in the second dimension. 
The tissues are folded such that an edge of the uppermost 
tissue of the stack is provided at the tissue dispensing 
opening included in the top Wall of the container. Moreover, 
the tissues are folded such that the uppermost tissue unfolds 
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from its multiple folded position as the edge of this tissue is 
grasped and pulled through the tissue dispensing opening 
and is thus immediately available for use by the user. 

The tissues in the stack preferably have an area of about 
72 to about 144 square inches, or, more preferably, about 
100 to about 144 square inches. The ?exible container 
preferably contains no less than the three individual tissues 
and no more than 20 individual tissues. Preferably, the 
?exible container contains betWeen ?ve and ten tissues. The 
?exible container may preferably be comprised of a plastic 
?lm material or a nonWoven material. The tissue dispensing 
opening may be a slit, a WindoW, or a WindoW With a plastic 
?lm covering the WindoW Where the ?lm has a tissue 
dispensing slit formed therein. The container may preferably 
include a resealable closure device Which overlays the tissue 
dispensing opening or slit. The resealable closure device is 
preferably a ?ap Which is joined to the top Wall of the 
container at a location remote from the tissue dispensing 
opening or slit. 

Another aspect of the invention provides a method of 
operating a portable, ?exible facial tissue dispensing system. 
A generally square or rectangular, ?at ?exible container and 
a stack of multiple folded tissues contained Within the 
container are provided. The ?exible container includes a top 
Wall and a bottom Wall. The top Wall includes an opening 
formed therein through Which tissues are dispensed. Each 
tissue has a ?rst dimension and a second dimension, Which 
is generally perpendicular to the ?rst dimension. Before 
being placed into the container, the tissues are multiply 
folded. In particular, each tissue is ?rst reversibly folded 
onto itself three times to decrease its siZe in the ?rst 
dimension and then reversibly folded onto itself at least one 
time to decrease its siZe in the second dimension. The tissues 
are folded such that an edge of the uppermost tissue of the 
stack is provided at the tissue dispensing opening. The edge 
of the uppermost tissue is pulled through the tissue dispens 
ing opening such that the tissue unfolds as it is grasped and 
pulled through the opening. 

Another aspect of the invention provides a generally 
rectangular container Which contains at least one, and pref 
erably a plurality, of the portable, ?exible pack containers. 
This container includes a top Wall, a bottom Wall, side Walls 
and end Walls. The container includes an opening in one Wall 
through Which the portable pack containers may be dis 
pensed. The opening is preferably a ?ap de?ned by perfo 
rated edges. The perforated edges are broken to open the ?ap 
to dispense the portable pack containers through the open 
ing. The container may be freestanding or may include a 
device so that it can be stuck or hung on a Wall or cabinet. 

These and other objects, advantages, and features of the 
present invention Will be better understood upon revieW of 
the folloWing detailed description of the preferred embodi 
ments. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a perspective vieW of the present invention; 
FIG. 2 is a plan vieW of the present invention shoWn in 

FIG. 1, 
FIG. 3 is a side vieW of the present invention shoWn in 

FIG. 1, 
FIG. 4 is a plan vieW of one embodiment of a folded tissue 

of the present invention illustrating the fold lines of the 
tissue of this embodiment; 

FIG. 5 is a perspective vieW of the tissue shoWn in FIG. 
4; 
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4 
FIG. 6 is a side vieW of the tissue shoWn in FIG. 4; 
FIG. 7 is a plan vieW of a second embodiment of a folded 

tissue of the present invention illustrating the fold lines of 
the tissue of this embodiment; 

FIG. 8 is a perspective vieW of the tissue shoWn in FIG. 
7; 

FIG. 9 is a side vieW of the tissue shoWn in FIG. 7; 
FIG. 10 is a perspective vieW illustrating an embodiment 

of folding a tissue once to decrease the siZe of the tissue in 
the second dimension; 

FIG. 11 is a perspective vieW illustrating an embodiment 
of folding a tissue tWice to decrease the siZe of the tissue in 
the second dimension; 

FIG. 12 is a perspective vieW of the opening of the facial 
tissue dispensing system of the present invention to dispense 
tissues; and 

FIGS. 13 and 14 are perspective vieWs of the container for 
containing a plurality of portable, ?exible pack containers of 
the present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

FIGS. 1, 2 and 3 illustrate the portable, ?exible tissue 
dispensing system for dispensing regular-siZed or large 
siZed tissues of the present invention. Generally, the 
portable, ?exible facial tissue dispensing system includes a 
thin, square or rectangular package or container 10. The 
container 10 has a top Wall 12, tWo side Walls 14, 16, tWo 
end Walls 18, 20 and a bottom Wall 22. While the thin 
container 10 may be made in a variety of siZes, it is 
preferably about Vs to % inch in height, about 4% inches to 
4-5/8 inches in Width and in length. 
The portable, ?exible pack container 10 contains an 

opening 24 on the top Wall 12 Wherein tissues are dispensed 
through the opening. The tissue dispensing opening 24 may 
preferably be, as in shoWn in the accompanying ?gures, a 
perforated slit. HoWever, the tissue dispensing opening 24 is 
not limited to a perforated slit, but may be made of any siZe, 
such as, for example, a rectangular opening or a non 
rectangular shaped opening, including, but not limited to, an 
oval or round shape. The tissue dispensing opening 24 may 
be covered by a piece of plastic ?lm (not shoWn). If so, an 
opening is provided in the ?lm through Which tissues are 
dispensed. The siZe and position of the opening 24 is 
dependent upon the siZe of the tissues. The opening 24 is 
designed to facilitate ease in tissue removal and to keep the 
tissues clean until they are dispensed from the portable, 
?exible pack container 10. 
As shoWn in FIGS. 1, 2 and 3, the portable, ?exible pack 

container 10 may also include a resealable closure device for 
the tissue dispensing opening 24. The closure device may 
preferably be a tissue closure ?ap 30 Which is larger than and 
overlays or covers the tissue dispensing opening 24. The 
closure ?ap 30 is attached to the top Wall 12 of the portable 
pack container 10 at one edge of the ?ap 30, such as edge 
31. The closure ?ap 30 may generally utiliZe a variety of 
closure mechanisms, including, but not limited to, using 
adhesives, cohesives and hook and loop closures. Thus, in 
the embodiment shoWn in FIGS. 1, 2 and 3, adhesive 32 is 
placed on the closure ?ap 30 to adhere the closure ?ap 30 to 
the top Wall 12 of the portable pack container 10. Generally, 
because the closure ?ap 30 is larger than the tissue dispens 
ing opening 24, the closure ?ap 30 is adhered to the top Wall 
12 remote from the tissue dispensing opening 24. In this 
manner, tissues Which are dispensed from the portable pack 
container 10 do not effect the closure device of the present 
invention. 
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The portable pack container 10 generally contains no less 
than three and no more than 20 individual sheets of tissue. 
Preferably, the container 10 contains betWeen ?ve and ten 
tissues. The tissues are generally siZed from about 72 square 
inches to about 144 square inches in area. Preferably, the 
tissues are about 100 square inches to about 144 square 
inches in area. The tissues can be made in a variety of 
manners Which are Well knoWn in the art. The tissues may 
be one ply, or may be tWo or more plies. Moreover, the 
tissues may be dry or Wet. 

Before being placed into the portable pack container 10, 
the tissues are individually folded multiple times such that 
an edge of the uppermost tissue of the stack of tissues is 
provided and visible at the tissue dispensing opening 24 to 
provide a “handle” to pull the tissue from the portable pack 
container 10. In addition, the tissues are multiply folded 
such that each tissue unfolds as it is being removed from the 
portable pack container 10 and is thus immediately available 
for use by the user. Folding of the tissues before they are 
placed into the portable pack container 10 is knoWn as 
“pre-folding.” 

Pre-folding of the tissues 60 is illustrated for one embodi 
ment in FIGS. 4 through 6 and for a second embodiment in 
FIGS. 7 through 9. As shoWn in FIGS. 4 and 7, each tissue 
60 has tWo edges 62, 64 Which are opposite each other and 
tWo edges 66, 68 Which are also opposite each other. For 
sake of convenience, We designate edges 62, 64 as the side 
or lateral edges 62, 64, and edges 66, 68 as the end or 
longitudinal edges 66, 68. Additionally, each tissue 60 has a 
?rst dimension 88 and a second dimension 90, Which is 
generally perpendicular to the ?rst dimension. For 
convenience, We designate the ?rst dimension 88 as the 
lateral dimension, Which is the distance betWeen lateral 
edges 62, 64. Similarly, We designate the second dimension 
90 as the longitudinal dimension, and thus the distance 
betWeen longitudinal edges 66, 68. The terms “lateral,” 
“longitudinal,” “side” and “end” are not limiting and are 
interchangeable. Generally, though, edge 62 is the edge of 
the tissue 60 that, after the tissues are placed into the 
container 10, is provided and visible at the tissue dispensing 
opening 24. 
As shoWn in FIGS. 4 through 6, and FIGS. 7 through 9, 

for the folding of tissues 60 for the present invention, each 
tissue 60 has at least three fold lines 70, 72, 74 Which are 
parallel to the lateral edges 62, 64. Each tissue 60 is 
reversibly folded onto itself three times along the fold lines 
70, 72, 74 to decrease the siZe of the tissue 60 in its ?rst 
dimension 88. In addition, the tissue has at least one fold line 
Which is parallel to the longitudinal edges 66, 68. Thus, each 
tissue 60 is also reversibly folded onto itself along the fold 
line(s) to decrease the siZe of the tissue 60 in its second 
dimension 90. In FIGS. 4 and 7, and as shoWn in FIG. 11, 
the tissue 60 is folded tWo times in the second or longitu 
dinal dimension 90 about fold lines 76, 78. The tissue 60, 
hoWever, is not limited to being folded one time (FIG. 10) 
or tWo times (FIG. 11), but may be folded any number of 
times, in the longitudinal dimension 90. 
By comparing FIGS. 4 and 7, it is shoWn that the 

placement of the fold lines 70, 72, 74 may vary in location 
betWeen the tWo lateral edges 62, 64. Further, as shoWn in 
FIGS. 6 and 9, after a tissue 60 is reversibly folded onto 
itself three times to decrease the siZe of the tissue 60 in the 
?rst or lateral dimension, there are four layers of a tissue 60: 
the ?rst layer 80, the second layer 82, the third layer 84 and 
the fourth layer 86. Thus, at this point, the tissue 60 is 
narroWer in the lateral dimension to ?t inside the portable 
pack container 10. In particular, after being reversibly folded 
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6 
three times, the lateral dimension of the tissue is equal to the 
length of the longest layer 80, 82, 84 or 86. In other Words, 
the lateral dimension of the folded tissue 60 is the same as 
the longest distance betWeen one of the folloWing: (1) lateral 
edge 62 and fold line 70, (2) fold line 70 and fold line 72, 
(3) fold line 72 and fold line 74 or (4) fold line 74 and lateral 
edge 64. Because the placement of the fold lines 70, 72, 74 
may vary, the length of the lateral dimension of the tissue 60 
may vary. Thus, in the embodiment shoWn FIGS. 4 through 
6, the length of the lateral dimension of the tissue 60 is about 
the same as the third and fourth layers 84, 86, Which are 
approximately the same length. Similarly, in the embodi 
ment shoWn in FIGS. 7 through 9, after being folded, the 
tissue 60 has a length in the lateral dimension Which is the 
same as the lengths of the second and third layers 82, 84, 
respectively, Which are about the same. 

As stated above, after the tissue 60 is folded to decrease 
its siZe in the lateral dimension, it must also be folded at least 
once to decrease its siZe in the longitudinal dimension to ?t 
into the portable pack container 10. In FIG. 10, the tissue 60 
is shoWn folded one time to decrease its siZe in the longi 
tudinal dimension With one longitudinal fold line 77. In this 
embodiment, the fold line 77 is generally located one-half of 
the distance betWeen longitudinal edges 66, 68. Thus, at this 
point, the tissue 60 is folded about in half to have about one 
half of its unfolded siZe. The tissue 60 may then ?t inside the 
portable pack container 10. 

Similarly, in FIG. 11, the tissue 60 is shoWn folded tWo 
times to decrease its siZe in the longitudinal dimension With 
tWo longitudinal fold lines 76, 78. Basically, the tissue is 
reversibly folded tWice onto itself to decrease its siZe in the 
longitudinal dimension about fold lines 76, 78 to ?t inside 
the portable pack container 10. For this embodiment, the 
tissue 60 is generally folded in thirds in the longitudinal 
dimension. In other Words, fold line 76 is generally located 
about one-third of the tissue length (in the longitudinal 
dimension) from longitudinal edge 66 and about tWo-thirds 
of the tissue length from longitudinal edge 68. Similarly, 
fold line 78 is generally located about tWo-thirds of the 
tissue length from longitudinal edge 66 and about one-third 
of the tissue length from longitudinal edge 68. Thus, after 
longitudinal folding of the tissue 60, the longitudinal dimen 
sion of the multiple folded tissue 60 is approximately 
one-third of its unfolded siZe. 

In either of the embodiments shoWn in FIGS. 4 through 6 
or FIGS. 7 through 9, the tissues 60 are individually folded 
multiple times such that the edge 62 of the tissue 60 is 
provided and visible at the tissue dispensing opening 24 to 
provide a handle to pull the tissue 60 from the portable pack 
container 10. Thus, as shoWn in FIG. 12, When the user grabs 
the edge 62 of the tissue 60 and pulls the tissue 60 from the 
portable pack container 10, the tissue 60 unfolds, i.e., the 
tissue straightens out, as it is being dispensed from the 
portable pack container 10 through the tissue dispensing 
opening 24. In other Words, as the lateral fold lines 70, 72, 
74 and the longitudinal fold lines 76, 78 of the tissue 60 pass 
through the tissue dispensing opening 24, each of the fold 
lines 70, 72, 74, 76, 78 ?atten out to form a ?at tissue 60. 
Therefore, immediately after the user dispenses the tissue 60 
fully from the portable pack container 10, the tissue is 
unfolded and is immediately available for use by the user. 

The portable pack container 10 may be made of a variety 
of ?exible, plastic ?lm materials, such as polyethylene, 
polypropylene or polyester. The portable pack container 10 
may also be made of any ?exible, nonWoven material. The 
?exible material must be durable enough to Withstand being 
stored in a pocket or purse for long periods of time. The 
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?exible material must also be able to form a barrier betWeen 
the tissues and the environment to keep the tissues clean and 
dry, While also being easy to process and cost-effective. The 
?exible material may possess properties Which enhances its 
ability to provide protection from moisture or other elements 
in the environment. The ?exible material may also be treated 
to retain moisture or scents in the tissues Which are con 
tained Within the portable pack. 
As shoWn in FIGS. 13 and 14, the present invention is also 

directed to a single, generally rectangular container 100 for 
containing a plurality of portable pack containers 10 for easy 
storage and transport. The container 100 has a top Wall 102, 
side Walls 104, 106, end Walls 108, 110 and a bottom Wall 
112. The container 100 includes an opening 114 Which is 
formed on one of the Walls. Preferably, the opening 114 is 
located on a side Wall, such as side Wall 104. The opening 
114 is large enough such that at least one portable pack 
container 10 may be dispensed through the opening 114. 

The opening 114 is preferably a ?ap 116 With perforated 
edges 118, 120, 122. Thus, before the perforated edges 118, 
120, 122 are broken to free the ?ap 116, the container 100 
is closed to contain a plurality of portable pack containers 10 
for easy transport and storage. Once the user decides to 
dispense a portable pack container 10 from the container 
100, he or she breaks the perforated edges 118, 120, 122 to 
free the ?ap 116. The ?ap 116 is then pulled aWay from Wall 
104. As shoWn in FIG. 14, if the ?ap 116 is positioned at the 
bottom of side Wall 104, then the ?ap 116 is ?ap 116. The 
?ap 116 is then pulled aWay from Wall 104. As shoWn in 
FIG. 14, if the ?ap 116 is positioned at the bottom of side 
Wall 104, then the ?ap 116 is preferably pulled doWnWard 
from the side Wall 104 to rest generally parallel to the bottom 
Wall of the container 100. 

After the ?ap 116 is pulled aWay from the side Wall 104 
to open the opening 114, the user may then grab one or more 
portable pack containers 10 Which are presented at the 
opening 114 from the container 100. Preferably, the user 
grabs the bottom-most portable pack container 10 of the 
stack of portable pack containers and dispenses the portable 
pack containers 10 from the bottom until all of the portable 
pack containers have been dispensed. 

The container 100 may be freestanding to be placed in any 
desired location. Alternatively, the container 100 may 
include a device so that it can be stuck or hung on a Wall or 

cabinet. In one embodiment, the container 100 includes 
adhesives (not shoWn) on a side Wall, such as side Wall 106, 
Which Would adhere the container 100 to a Wall or cabinet. 

Of course, it should be understood that a Wide range of 
changes and modi?cations can be made to the embodiments 
described above. It is therefore intended that the foregoing 
description illustrates rather than limits this invention, and 
that it is the folloWing claims, including all equivalents, 
Which de?ne this invention. 
What is claimed is: 
1. Aportable, ?exible facial tissue dispensing system for 

dispensing tissues comprising: 
a generally ?at ?exible container, including a top Wall and 

a bottom Wall, said top Wall de?ning an opening formed 
therein through Which tissues are dispensed, and 

a stack of individually multiple folded tissues contained 
Within said container, each of said tissues having a ?rst 
dimension and a second dimension, said second dimen 
sion being generally perpendicular to said ?rst 
dimension, 

Wherein each individual tissue is multiply folded by being 
?rst reversibly folded onto itself three times to decrease 
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the siZe of said tissue in said ?rst dimension and second 
reversibly folded onto itself at least one time to 
decrease the siZe of said tissue in said second 
dimension, Wherein the uppermost tissue of said stack 
is provided at said tissue dispensing opening, and 

Wherein said uppermost tissue unfolds from its multiple 
folded position as said tissue is grasped and pulled 
through said tissue dispensing opening. 

2. The portable, ?exible facial tissue dispensing system 
for dispensing tissues of claim 1 Wherein said tissues are 
about 72 square inches to about 144 square inches in area. 

3. The portable, ?exible facial tissue dispensing system 
for dispensing tissues of claim 1 Wherein said tissues are 
about 100 square inches to about 144 square inches in area. 

4. The portable, ?exible facial tissue dispensing system 
for dispensing tissues of claim 1 Wherein said container 
contains no less than 3 individual tissues and no more than 
20 individual tissues. 

5. The portable, ?exible facial tissue dispensing system 
for dispensing tissues of claim 1 Wherein said container 
contains no less than 5 individual tissues and no more than 
10 individual tissues. 

6. The portable, ?exible facial tissue dispensing system 
for dispensing tissues of claim 1 Wherein said ?exible 
container is comprised of a plastic ?lm material. 

7. The portable, ?exible facial tissue dispensing system 
for dispensing tissues of claim 1 Wherein said ?exible 
container is comprised of a nonWoven material. 

8. The portable, ?exible facial tissue dispensing system 
for dispensing tissues of claim 1 Wherein said tissue dis 
pensing opening is a slit. 

9. The portable, ?exible facial tissue dispensing system 
for dispensing tissues of claim 1 Wherein said tissue dis 
pensing opening is a WindoW. 

10. The portable, ?exible facial tissue dispensing system 
for dispensing tissues of claim 9 Wherein said WindoW is 
rectangular, oval or circular in shape. 

11. The portable, ?exible facial tissue dispensing system 
for dispensing tissues of claim 1 further comprising a 
resealable closure ?ap covering said tissue dispensing 
opening, Wherein said closure ?ap is opened for dispensing 
tissues through said tissue dispensing opening and said 
closure ?ap is releasably sealed to said top Wall for closing 
said container When said container is not in use. 

12. The portable, ?exible facial tissue dispensing system 
for dispensing tissues of claim 1 Wherein each tissue has a 
?rst lateral edge, a second lateral edge opposite said ?rst 
lateral edge, a ?rst longitudinal edge and a second longitu 
dinal edge opposite said ?rst longitudinal edge, Wherein 
each tissue has at least three lateral fold lines parallel to said 
?rst and second lateral edges and at least one longitudinal 
fold line parallel to said ?rst and second longitudinal edges, 
and Wherein each tissue is ?rst reversibly folded onto itself 
about said three lateral fold lines to decrease the siZe of said 
tissue in said ?rst dimension and second reversibly folded 
onto itself about said at least one longitudinal fold line to 
decrease the siZe of said tissue in said second dimension. 

13. The portable, ?exible facial tissue dispensing system 
for dispensing tissues of claim 12 Wherein said at least three 
lateral fold lines vary in placement betWeen said ?rst and 
second lateral edges. 

14. The portable, ?exible facial tissue dispensing system 
for dispensing tissues of claim 1 Wherein each tissue is 
generally folded in half in said second dimension. 

15. The portable, ?exible facial tissue dispensing system 
for dispensing tissues of claim 1 Wherein each tissue is 
reversibly folded onto itself tWo times in said second dimen 
sion. 



6,012,572 

16. The portable, ?exible facial tissue dispensing system 
for dispensing tissues of claim 15 Wherein said tissue is 
generally folded in thirds in said second dimension. 

17. Aportable, ?exible facial tissue dispensing system for 
dispensing tissues comprising: 

a generally ?at ?exible container, including a top Wall and 
a bottom Wall, said top Wall de?ning an opening formed 
therein through Which tissues are dispensed, and 

a stack of individually rnultiple folded tissues contained 
Within said container, 

Wherein each of said tissues has a ?rst lateral edge, a 
second lateral edge opposite said ?rst lateral edge, a 
?rst longitudinal edge and a second longitudinal edge 
opposite said ?rst longitudinal edge, Wherein each of 
said tissues has three lateral fold lines parallel to said 
?rst and second lateral edges and at least one longitu 
dinal fold line parallel to said ?rst and second longi 
tudinal edges, Wherein each of said tissues is ?rst 
reversibly folded onto itself about said lateral fold lines 
and second reversibly folded onto itself about said at 
least one longitudinal fold line, and Wherein one of said 
lateral edges of the uppermost tissue of said stack is 
provided at said tissue dispensing opening, and 

Wherein said upperrnost tissue unfolds from its multiple 
folded position as said lateral edge of said tissue is 
grasped and pulled through said tissue dispensing 
opening. 

18. Arnethod of operating a portable, ?exible facial tissue 
dispensing system comprising: 

providing a generally ?at ?exible container, including a 
top Wall and a bottom Wall, said top Wall including an 
opening formed therein through Which tissues are 
dispensed, 

placing a stack of individually rnultiply folded tissues 
Within said container, each tissue having a ?rst dimen 
sion and a second dimension Which is generally per 
pendicular to said ?rst dirnension, 

Wherein an individual tissue is ?rst reversibly folded onto 
itself three times to decrease the siZe of said tissue in 
said ?rst dimension and second reversibly folded onto 
itself at least one time to decrease the siZe of said tissue 
in said second dimension before being placed into said 
container, 

Wherein the uppermost tissue of said stack is provided at 
said tissue dispensing opening, and 

pulling the uppermost tissue through said tissue dispens 
ing opening such that said tissue unfolds as said tissue 
is grasped and pulled through said opening. 
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19. The method of operating a portable, ?exible facial 

tissue dispensing system of claim 18 Wherein said tissues are 
about 72 square inches to about 144 square inches in area. 

20. The method of operating a portable, ?exible facial 
tissue dispensing system of claim 18 Wherein said container 
contains no less than the 3 individual tissues and no more 
than 20 individual tissues. 

21. The method of operating a portable, ?exible facial 
tissue dispensing system of claim 18 Wherein said ?exible 
container is comprised of a plastic ?lrn material. 

22. The method of operating a portable, ?exible facial 
tissue dispensing system of claim 18 further comprising: 

providing a resealable closure ?ap covering said tissue 
dispensing opening, Wherein said closure ?ap is opened 
to dispense tissues through said tissue dispensing 
opening, and said closure ?ap is releasably sealed to 
said top Wall for closing said container When said 
container is not in use. 

23. A container for containing and dispensing portable, 
?exible facial tissue dispensing systerns comprising: 

a generally rectangular container, including a top Wall, a 
bottom Wall, side Walls and end Walls, at least one of 
said Walls including an opening formed therein, said 
opening generally being de?ned by a ?ap, said ?ap 
having perforated edges, and 

a stack of portable, ?exible facial tissue dispensing sys 
terns contained Within said container, 

Wherein said perforated edges are broken to open said ?ap 
to dispense said portable, ?exible facial tissue dispens 
ing systems through said opening. 

24. The container for containing and dispensing portable, 
?exible facial tissue dispensing systems of claim 23 Wherein 
said opening is located on one of said side Walls. 

25. A method of operating a container for containing and 
dispensing portable, ?exible facial tissue dispensing systerns 
comprising: 

providing a generally rectangular container, including a 
top Wall, a bottom Wall, side Walls and end Walls, at 
least one of said Walls including an opening formed 
therein, said opening generally being de?ned by a ?ap, 
said ?ap having perforated edges, 

providing a stack of portable, ?exible facial tissue dis 
pensing systerns contained Within said container, 

breaking said perforated edges to open said ?ap, and 
removing a portable, ?exible facial tissue dispensing 

system from said container through said opening to 
dispense said portable, ?exible facial tissue dispensing 
systerns. 


