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ARTIFICIAL FLY/LURE WITH TANDEM 
HOOK CONNECTION 

CROSS REFERENCE TO CO-PENDING 
APPLICATION 

This application is a division of co-pending US. patent 
application Ser. No. 09/035,579 ?led Mar. 5, 1998, now US. 
Pat. No. 5,953,850, the entire contents of Which are incor 
porated herein by reference, Which application is a continu 
ation of application Ser. No. 08/697,691, ?led Sep. 5, 1996, 
noW abandoned, Which is a continuation of Ser. No. 08/420, 
479 ?led Apr. 12, 1995, now US. Pat. No. 5,628,140, issued 
May 13, 1997 in the name of Thomas A. HniZdor and 
entitled “KEELING BEND FLY HOOK”. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates, in general, to arti?cial ?ies 
and lures. 

2. Description of the Art 
Hundreds of ?sh hooks of many different siZes and shapes 

have been devised for speci?c purposes. Hook shape can 
vary in a number of different features or parts including, gap 
siZe, point type, bend shape and bend offset, to name a feW, 
depending upon the type of ?sh being sought, ?shing 
conditions, or the type of ?shing, i.e., bait or ?y ?shing. 

Fly hooks have a tendency to ride hook point doWn in the 
Water With the hook point located beloW the shank due to the 
Weight of the bend and point portion of the hook. A large 
number of ?shing ?ies have a ?oatation member mounted on 
the shank of the hook. This ?oatation member also causes 
the hook to ride in a doWnWard facing position beloW the 
shank When the hook is cast into the Water or draWn toWard 
the ?sherman. Such a hook doWn position makes hooking 
?sh that have doWnWard facing mouths quite dif?cult. Thus, 
many anglers, and in particular, salt Water anglers, Would 
prefer the ?ies to ride in a hook up position. 

Keel hooks, as shoWn in FIG. 1, have a step shank With 
a straight point Which is parallel to the shank. Such keel 
hooks are usually snagless since the point rides upWard due 
to the Weight of the keel or bend portion of the shank. 
HoWever, such keel hooks have a relatively short shank due 
to the step Which places a major portion of the length of the 
shank in the keel portion of the hook. Present day keel hooks 
teach the use of heavy, or Weighted materials on the step 
shank portion of the hook to cause the hook to invert and ride 
in a point up position, as taught by McClane’s, page 509, 
supra. HoWever, any ?oatation or buoyant material mounted 
on the step shank of a present day keel hook Would cause the 
bend and shank portion of the hook to be heavier than the 
?oating portion of the ?y thereby revolving the body until 
the heaviest portions are in the loWermost position. This 
places the hook in the undesired doWnWard position. 

In order to provide the more desirable hook point up 
feature, ?y tiers and ?y anglers have been knoWn to tie lead 
eyes beloW the shank of the hook With the hook in a point 
up position. Gravity causes the lead eyes to invert the hook 
to a desired point up position When ?shing. Other ?y 
materials consisting of a body and Wings are tied on the top 
of the hook shank With the bulk of such materials helping to 
turn the ?y over to the hook point up position. While tying 
a ?y in this manner is an effective means of making the ?y 
ride in a hook point up orientation, the additional materials 
create an undesirable affect due to the Weight Which 
becomes more evident When ?y casting. The less a ?y 
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2 
Weighs, the better it is for casting. Adding lead eyes to the 
?y makes the ?y dangerous and uncomfortable to cast and, 
further, causes the ?y to be cumbersome at the generation of 
the backcast. 

Many salt Water ?ies are tied in tandem With tWo spaced 
hooks interconnected by a steel cable extending from the 
end of the shank of one hook to the beginning of the shank 
of the second or rearmost hook. The frontmost hook is 
generally one siZe larger than the rear hook and, being much 
heavier and larger than the rear hook, acts as a keel to turn 
the ?y over in the Water When the rear hook is joined in the 
point up position to the front hook. 

Arti?cial ?ies and lures have been formed in a shape to 
attract different species of ?sh. In the case of arti?cial ?ies, 
a ?y simulating a natural ?y, insect or small bait ?sh is 
mounted on a hook. Such ?ies typically comprise a buoyant 
body, feathers, etc. Other ?y bodies have also been formed 
merely in an insect or bait ?sh attractor shape. Various colors 
and/or design patterns have also been placed on such ?ies to 
attract ?sh under certain light conditions, Water visibility, 
etc. 

In the case of many ?ies, the skills and artistic effort 
involved in constructing and assembling the various com 
ponents to form a complete ?y commonly results in What 
approaches a Work of art. Besides having an aesthetic 
appeal, such ?ies are also effective in attracting ?sh. 
HoWever, certain species of ?sh have large numbers of sharp 
teeth Which destroy a ?y When struck by such ?sh. Since the 
cost of ?ies can range from $1 to $10 or more, it can become 
quite expensive for a ?sherman Who is successful in landing 
a large number of ?sh by using relatively expensive ?ies. 

FIG. 16 depicts a prior art method of constructing a 
tandem hook. In this prior art method, a cable has one end 
?xed in a crimp connector or clip Which is disposed loosely 
adjacent the shank of the forWardmost hook. The cable 
extends from the ?rst end through the eye of the ?rst hook, 
along the shank of the ?rst hook, through the eye of the 
rearmost hook and back into a second crimp connector 
disposed adjacent the eye of the rearmost hook. Aplurality 
of threads are Wound about the tWo portions of the cable 
extending along the shank of the forWardmost hook to 
securely attach the cable to the forWardmost hook. HoWever, 
the threads are easily broken Which causes the cable to 
separate from the forWardmost hook and break the generally 
axial in-line arrangement betWeen the axially disposed 
shanks of the tWo hooks. 

Thus, it Would also be desirable to provide an arti?cial 
?y/lure Which is effective as a ?sh attractor and at the same 
time has a tough outer layer Which resists damage When 
stuck by the sharp teeth of a ?sh. It Would also be desirable 
to provide a method of constructing a tandem ?sh hook 
Which maintains the shanks of the tWo hooks axially in line 
for maximum axial pulling force While minimiZing any 
separation of the cable from the ?rst hook. it Would also be 
desirable to provide an arti?cial ?y or lure Which is inex 
pensive in cost While having excellent ?sh attractor charac 
teristics. It Would also be desirable to provide an arti?cial 
?y/lure Which can be covered With various designs, colors, 
etc., to extend its range of application under different ?shing 
conditions and for use in attracting different species of ?sh. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

In one aspect of the present invention, a ?sh hook is 
formed of a ?rst hook having an eye, a shank, a bend and a 
tip, a second hook having an eye, a shank, a bend and a tip, 
and an elongated, ?exible means connected betWeen the ?rst 
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and second hooks for disposing the shanks of the ?rst and 
second hooks substantially axially in line and spaced apart. 
The ?exible means has a ?rst end portion interWovenly 
Wound in a ?gure eight about the shank of the ?rst hook 
betWeen the eye and the end of the shank of the ?rst hook. 
Means are provided for coupling the second end of the 
?exible means to the eye of the second hook. 

In another aspect, the arti?cial ?y/lure includes a body 
mounted on a ?sh hook betWeen the eye and bend of the 
hook. The body is formed of a tubular, continuous open 
mesh having opposed ?rst and second ends. The ?rst end of 
the body is closingly attached to the shank adjacent the eye 
of the shank. The second end of the body is closed and, in 
one embodiment, attached to the shank adjacent the bend of 
the hook. The body forms a side Wall spaced from the shank, 
With the side Wall forming a holloW interior Within the body. 
The mesh has apertures opening to the holloW interior Within 
the body. 

Atail extends from the second end of the body. Preferably, 
the tail is formed by fraying the second end of the body 
extending beyond the point of contact of the second end of 
the body With the shank of the ?sh hook. The tail has a 
natural major plane Which is angularly offset from a plane 
formed by the shank and bend of the ?sh hook to impart a 
partial rotation to the arti?cial ?y/lure When in the Water. 

Alternately, an insert may be mounted adjacent the shank 
Within the holloW interior of the body. The insert is, in one 
embodiment, formed of a rigid plastic and preferably a 
transparent plastic. The rigid insert is formed of one or tWo 
identical discs ?xedly mounted on the shank of the ?sh 
hook. 

In another embodiment, the insert is a solid, three 
dimensional insert disposed about the shank Within the body. 
The three-dimensional insert is preferably formed of a 
plurality of turns of Wound material, such as Wet, softened 
?berglass Which is shaped and then alloWed to dry to a 
hardened form. 

In another embodiment, the insert is a resilient insert 
formed of a foam material. The foam material may be 
open-cell or closed-cell foam. A Weave, open mesh body 
may be disposed about the foam insert. 

The present invention provides an arti?cial ?y/lure having 
a tough, pierce-resistant outer body Which resists damage to 
the ?y/lure caused by the sharp teeth of ?sh. At the same 
time, the outer body alloWs attractor colors and designs 
carried on inserts disposed Within the body to be visible 
through the outer body to attract ?sh. 

Different inserts may be mounted Within the outer body 
and include rigid plastic discs Which are transparent, or 
Which are of various colors and/or carry designs, patterns, 
etc. The insert may also be formed of a shaped, hardened 
?berglass tape Wound in a plurality of turns about the shank. 
The insert may also be a resilient open or closed-cell foam 
material. 

In another embodiment, the arti?cial ?y comprises a hook 
having a shank, an eye at one end of the shank, and a bend 
and tip at another end of the shank, and a holloW body. The 
shank is disposed in the body With the bend and tip extend 
ing outWard from one end of the body and the eye of the 
shank extending outWard from an opposite end of the body. 
The body is formed of a continuous open mesh. Aplurality 
of tubular appendages or legs are joined to the body to form 
the likeness of a crustacean. In yet another embodiment, a 
?rst body is secured to the shank of the ?sh hook, With one 
end of the ?rst body folded inWard on itself to form a holloW 
interior surrounding a portion of the shank of the ?sh hook. 
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4 
A second body is ?xedly mounted at one end to the shank of 
the ?sh hook, the second body being substantially axially in 
line With the ?rst body. 
The present invention provides advantages over previ 

ously devised tandem hooks by utiliZing a unique cable 
Winding method Which insures that the cable remains 
attached to the shank of the ?rst hook to maintain the shanks 
of the tWo tandem hooks axially in-line for maximum axial 
pulling force. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING 

The various features, advantages and other uses of the 
present invention Will become more apparent by referring to 
the folloWing detailed description and draWing in Which: 

FIG. 1 is a front elevational vieW of a prior art keel hook; 

FIG. 2 is a front elevational vieW of one embodiment of 
the keeling bend ?y hook of the present invention; 

FIG. 3 is a front elevational vieW of another embodiment 
of the keeling bend ?y hook of the present invention; 

FIG. 4 is a front elevational vieW of a body constructed in 
accordance With the teachings of the present invention 
mounted on the ?y hook shoWn in FIG. 3; 

FIG. 5 is an exploded, perspective vieW of the body 
shoWn in FIG. 4; 

FIG. 6 is an end elevational vieW of the insert shoWn in 
FIG. 5; 

FIG. 7 is a side elevational vieW of an arti?cial ?y/lure 
constructed in accordance With another embodiment of the 
present invention; 

FIG. 8 is a plan elevational vieW shoWing the arti?cial 
?y/lure depicted in FIG. 7; 

FIG. 9 is a side elevational vieW shoWing the insert of 
FIG. 7 mounted on a ?sh hook and enclosed With a Weave 
body; 

FIG. 10 is a side elevational vieW of a portion of another 
embodiment of an arti?cial ?y/lure of the present invention; 

FIG. 11 is a side elevational vieW of the body of FIG. 10 
mounted on a ?sh hook and includes an inner insert; 

FIG. 12 is a right hand end vieW of the arti?cial ?y/lure 
of FIG. 11; 

FIG. 13 is a perspective vieW of yet another embodiment 
of the arti?cial ?y/lure according to the present invention; 

FIG. 14 is a side elevational vieW shoWing a modi?cation 
to the arti?cial ?y/lure depicted in FIG. 13; 

FIG. 15 is a cross-sectional vieW taken through another 
embodiment of the present invention; 

FIG. 16 is a side elevational vieW of a prior art tandem 
hook tying arrangement; 

FIG. 17 is a side elevational vieW of a tandem in-line hook 
tying arrangement according to the present invention; 

FIG. 18 is an enlarged vieW of the tying arrangement 
shoWn in FIG. 17; and 

FIG. 19 is side elevational vieW of an arti?cial ?y using 
the tandem hook connection of FIG. 17 With the bends of the 
tWo hooks extending in opposite, outWard extending direc 
tions. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

Referring noW to the draWing, and to FIGS. 2—6, in 
particular, there is depicted one aspect of an arti?cial ?y/lure 
constructed in accordance of the teachings of the present 
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invention. A hook 10 usable With the arti?cial ?y/lure of the 
present invention may be formed of any suitable hook 
material, such as stainless steel, etc. Further, the hook 10, 
While being shoWn in a relatively large siZe in FIGS. 2—4, 
may also be provided in other siZes, either smaller or larger 
than that depicted in FIGS. 2—4. 

The hook 10 includes an eye 14. The eye 14 may have any 
typical eye shape, such as ball, tapered, looped, needle, 
braZed or ?attened. In addition, the eye 14 may be provided 
in a number of different positions With respect to a shank 16, 
such as a ringed eye, a turned doWn eye or a turned up eye. 

The shank 16 of the hook 10 has a ?rst end 18 joined to 
and extending from the eye 14. The shank 16 and the eye 14 
may be integrally formed as a continuous, unitary part of the 
hook 10. The shank 16 is linear or straight betWeen the ?rst 
end 18 and an opposed second end 20. The length of the 
shank 16 betWeen the ?rst and second ends 18 and 20, 
respectively, may be provided in any suitable length. 
HoWever, it is preferred that the length of the shank 16 have 
a suf?cient length so as to easily receive an attractor body or 
mass of buoyant material thereon, as described hereafter. 

The hook 10 includes a bend 22 Which extends continu 
ously and preferably arcuately from the second end 20 of the 
shank 16. The bend 22 includes a ?rst end bend portion 24 
extending from the second end 20 of the shank 16, an 
intermediate bend portion 26, and a second end bend portion 
28 Which terminates in a point shoWn generally by reference 
number 50. The ?rst end bend portion 24 is bent at a 
predetermined angle from the axis of the shank 16. In a 
preferred example, the ?rst end portion 24 of the bend 22, 
and, in particular, a chord line extending through the oppo 
site ends of the ?rst end portion 24 is disposed at an angle 
of approximately 330 from the axis of the shank 16. The ?rst 
end portion 24 curves smoothly into the intermediate bend 
portion 26. Due to the angular disposition of the ?rst end 
portion 24 of the bend 22 from the axis of the shank 16, the 
?rst end portion 24 and the intermediate portion 26 of the 
bend 22 are disposed offset to one side of the axis of the 
shank 16. This provide a keel shape, similar to the prior art 
keel hook shoWn in FIG. 1, Which provides Weight to one 
side of the shank 16 so as to dispose the point 50 of the hook 
10 in an upWard position during use of the hook 10, as 
described hereafter. 

The second end portion 28 of the bend 22 extends 
continuously from the intermediate portion 26 of the bend 
22. The point 50 is formed at the end of the second end 
portion 28. In the embodiment shoWn in FIG. 2, the point 50 
is formed as a rolled-out or bent-out point in Which the tip 
52 of the point 50 is bent out aWay from the shank 16. 

Further, the so-called “spear” portion of the hook Which 
includes the point 50, a barb 54, and the second end portion 
28 of the bend 22 is further bent-out from the shank 16. 
Preferably, the spear portion of the hook 10 is bent outWard 
from the shank 16 until the spear portion including the 
second end portion 28 and the point 50 approaches a 
substantially parallel position With respect to the ?rst end 
portion 24 of the bend 22. In this position, chord lines 
extending through each of the ?rst and second end portions 
24 and 28 are substantially parallel. This provides a suf? 
ciently open gap for excellent raking penetration of the point 
50 and hook retention. 

The hook 10 may be fully dressed as a ?y by mounting 
buoyant material, not shoWn, about the shank 16. The 
buoyant material may preferably be provided in an 
aerodynamic-shaped body formed of a suitable buoyant 
material, such as cork, STYROFOAM, etc. Feathers may be 
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6 
tied to the second end 20 of the shank 16 and extend outWard 
therefrom around the hook 10. Preferably, the entire bend 22 
in the hook 10 extends outWard from the buoyant material or 
body. 

Further details concerning the construction and mounting 
of the buoyant body on the shank 16 can be had by referring 
to US. Pat. No. 5,394,637, the contents of Which are 
incorporated herein by reference. 
The barb 54, Which is formed on the second end bend 

portion 28 adjacent to the tip 52, extends exteriorly outWard 
from the bend 22 aWay from the shank 16. This exterior or 
outWard facing barb 54 provides increased holding poWer 
When a ?sh is hooked by the ?y 10. 

Referring noW to FIG. 3, there is depicted another 
embodiment of the keeling bend ?y hook 60 Which may also 
be used With the arti?cial ?y/lure of the present invention. In 
this embodiment, the hook 60 is formed With an eye 64 and 
a shank 66 having a ?rst end 68 and an opposed second end 
70, as described above and shoWn in FIG. 2. 

In this embodiment, the ?y hook 60 includes a keeling 
bend 72 formed of a ?rst end portion 74 integrally joined to 
and extending from the second end 70 of the shank 66, an 
intermediate bend portion extending from one end of the 
?rst end portion 74 and a second end portion 78 extending 
from the intermediate portion 76. 
Aspear at the end of the second end portion 78 of the bend 

72 includes a point 80 terminating in a tip 82. The point 80 
is rolled-out or bent-out from the longitudinal axis of the 
shank 66. 

According to one aspect of this embodiment, the second 
end portion 78 of the bend 72 curves smoothly back toWard 
the second end 70 of the shank 66. Further, the outer edge 
of the point 80 facing aWay from the shank 66 has an arcuate 
shape. The ?rst end portion 74 of the bend 72 also has an 
arcuate shape. Preferably, the outer edge of the point 80 and 
the ?rst end portion 74 of the bend 72 are disposed 
co-radially or concentrically With respect to each other from 
a common center, as shoWn in FIG. 3. This provides a large 
open gap for excellent hook penetration. 

Further, a barb 84 is formed on the inside portion of the 
spear facing the shank 66. This places the barb 84 opposite 
from the outer edge of the point 80 so as to increase 
penetration and hook retention since the point 80 and the 
barb 84 Will be imbedded in opposite directions in a hooked 
?sh. 

Further, the keeling bend arrangement of the hook 60 
causes the point 80 to ride point up as the hook 60 is reeled 
in through the Water. This places the point 80 in an ideal 
position for penetration and hooking of a ?sh. 

Another aspect of the present invention is shoWn in FIGS. 
4, 5 and 6. As shoWn therein, a holloW body 90 preferably 
formed of a translucent, ?exible material, such as Mylar, has 
an initial, tubular shape as shoWn in FIG. 5. The tubular 
body 90 may be provided in a number of different colors, 
including colors With iridescent tints. 
As shoWn in FIG. 5, the tubular body 90 is initially 

disposed over the shank 66 of the hook 60. One end of the 
body 90 is closingly secured to the second end 70 of the 
shank 66 by suitable means, such as by use of an adhesive, 
epoxy resin, etc., or simply by tying the end of the tubular 
member 90 in a closed manner to the second end 70 of the 
shank 66. 
A rigid insert 92 is then slid into the open ?rst end 91 of 

the tubular body 90. The insert 92 preferably has an inverted 
V-shape formed of tWo outWardly diverging, angularly dis 
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posed legs 94 and 96 Which are interconnected at one end by 
a central edge 98. The insert 92 is preferably formed of a 
rigid plastic material Which is ideally transparent for reasons 
Which Will become apparent hereafter. 

Furthermore, an outer edge 100 of each of the legs 94 and 
96 of the insert 92 has an arcuate shape, as shoWn in FIG. 
5, Which extends outWardly to a pronounced outermost 
surface 102 from the end disposed adjacent to the eye 64 of 
the shank 60 and then smoothly curves to the rear portion of 
the central edge 98 located adjacent to the second end 70 of 
the shank 66. This provides a simulated shad ?sh shape to 
the tubular body 90 When the insert 92 is mounted Within the 
body 90. Since the insert 92 is preferably formed of a 
transparent material and the tubular body 90 is preferably 
formed of a translucent material, the shank 66 of the hook 
60 Will be visible through the side of the body 90 in the same 
manner as the spine of a small bait ?sh. This provides a more 
natural attraction or characteristic to the body 90 in that it 
more closely simulates a natural bait ?sh. 

The ?rst end 91 of the tubular member 90 is then securely 
closed about the ?rst end 68 of the shank 66 by means of 
adhesive, epoXy resin, tying, etc. 
When the body 90 is mounted on the shank 66, the 

outermost surfaces 102 of the insert 92 and the correspond 
ing outer surface of the body 90 eXtend aWay from the shank 
66 in the same direction as the ?rst end portion 74 and the 
intermediate portion 76 of the keeling bend 72. This dis 
poses the body 90 aWay from the point 80 so as not to 
interfere With the hooking of a ?sh. 

Another aspect of the present invention is shoWn in FIGS. 
7—9. This aspect is again described for use on the keel hook 
10. HoWever, it Will be understood that this embodiment as 
Well as all other embodiments of the arti?cial ?y/lure of this 
invention may be employed With any other type of ?y hook. 

The eye 64 of the hook 10, as shoWn in detail in FIG. 8, 
has a generally U-shaped bend terminating in an end 140 
spaced a short distance from the shank 18. A rigid insert or 
member 142 is inserted into the space betWeen the end 140 
and the shank 18 of the hook 10. Although the insert 142 
may be formed of one single member, in a preferred 
embodiment, the insert 142 is formed of tWo identical 
side-by-side disposed members as shoWn in FIG. 8. The tWo 
members denoted by reference numbers 144 and 146 are 
press ?t betWeen the end 140 and the shank 18 or adhesively 
joined together and to the hook 10 by means of suitable 
adhesive disposed betWeen the tWo members 144 and 146 
and betWeen the outer surface of the members 144 and 146 
and the adjoining portions of the shank 18 and the end 140 
of the eye 64. 

The tWo members 144 and 146 may take the shape of a 
suitable bait ?sh. Thus, as shoWn in FIG. 7, each member 
144 and 146 has a tip end 148 and an outer periphery Which 
eXtends in a gentle curve to an enlarged center portion 150. 
The outer periphery of each member 144 and 146 then tapers 
sharply to a tail end 152 at the shank 18 of the hook 10. 
Other body shapes, such as a generally elongated, tubular 
shape are also usable. 

FIGS. 9 and 10 depict a Weave body 154 Which is 
mounted over the insert 142 to act as a protective cover for 
the insert 142. The Weave body 144 is formed of a mesh 
material having an open Weave of crisscrossed tubular 
members 156. The Weave body 154 is cut to length With an 
open ?rst end 158 and an opposed second end 160 Which are 
interconnected by a generally tubular side Wall 162. 
Any suitable high strength yet ?exible Weave material 

may be employed for the Weave body 154. By eXample only, 
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8 
in a preferred embodiment, the Weave body 154 is formed of 
a material sold under the tradename “Skuf-Jacket” by 
Bentley-Harris Manufacturing Co., Lionville, Pa. This mate 
rial is sold in elongated cylindrical, tubular form Which can 
be cut to an appropriate length de?ned by the ?rst and 
second ends 158 and 160. The material is available in at least 
three diameter siZes, With the smallest diameter having the 
tightest Weave; i.e., the smallest openings betWeen adjacent 
crisscross members; While the larger diameter has a more 
open, looser Weave de?ned by larger apertures betWeen the 
crisscrossed members. 

In assembling the Weave body 154 for use With the hook 
10 and the rigid insert 142 shoWn in FIGS. 10 and 11, the 
Weave body 154 is cut to length forming the ?rst end 158 and 
the second end 160. The ?rst end is then cauteriZed to 
prevent it from unravelling. The Weave body 154 is then 
urged over the rigid insert 142 from the eye 64 end of the 
hook 10. The ?rst and second ends 158 and 160 of the body 
154 may be urged together to enlarge the diameter of the side 
Wall 162 to ?t over the enlarged center portion 150 of the 
rigid insert 142. 
The overall length of the body 154 betWeen the ?rst end 

158 and the tied end 164 may be squeeZed together causing 
the intermediate portion 162 of the Weave body to eXpand 
outWard to a larger diameter as shoWn in FIG. 9. This 
enlargement forms the Weave body 154 in the general shape 
of a shad ?sh. When the Weave body 154 has been fully 
inserted over the entire length of the rigid insert 142, as 
shoWn in FIG. 9, the ?rst end 158 of the Weave body 154 is 
disposed adjacent to the eye 64 of the hook 10. The hook 10 
eXtends through the Weave body 154 and has the bend 22 
and the point 50 disposed eXteriorly of the second end 160 
of the Weave body 154. The second end 160 may then be 
frayed to form an enlarged tail. Depending on the desired tail 
length, suitable tie means, such as a KEVLAR thread, is tied 
tightly about the hook and intermediate portion of the Weave 
body 154 as shoWn in FIG. 9. Suitable Waterproof adhesive 
may then be applied over the cauteriZed ?rst end 158 and the 
threads 164 to retain the ends of the Weave body 154 in 
position on the ?sh hook 10. 

The Weave body 154 serves tWo important functions for 
the arti?cial ?y/lure of the present invention. First, it pro 
vides a Wear resistant outer layer for the arti?cial ?y/lure 
Which resists damage to the arti?cial ?y/lure typically 
caused by the sharp teeth of game ?sh. Secondly, the 
openings or apertures betWeen the crisscrossed Weave mem 
bers of the Weave body 154 alloW the decorative pattern 
and/or color of the rigid insert 142 to be visible through the 
Weave body. 

As shoWn in FIG. 12, When the second end 160 is frayed, 
the frayed ends 160 assume a generally angular offset shape 
as shoWn in FIG. 12 With respect to the shank 18 of the hook 
10. This provides a natural bend in the tail or second end 160 
Which causes a slight break in rotation of the arti?cial 
?y/lure as it is draWn through the Water or When Water ?oWs 
around it. 

FIGS. 10 and 11 depict an alternate embodiment of the 
Weave body and rigid insert in Which the rigid insert 168 has 
a generally elongated form. A smaller diameter Weave body 
may be employed With the rigid insert 168 to provide a close 
encompassing shape about the elongated rigid insert 168. 
The construction of the arti?cial ?y/lure shoWn in FIG. 11 is 
the same as that described above and shoWn in FIGS. 7—9 
eXcept that the shank of the hook is shortened causing the 
bend 22 and the point 50 to eXit the Weave body 154 
intermediate the opposite ends of the body 154. The second 
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end of the body 154 is tied to a closed shape With the frayed 
tail 160 extending outward therefrom. 

Apart from the rigid insert 142, since the Weave body 154 
has a generally cylindrical shape, it may be employed With 
any ?sh hook and both With and Without a rigid insert. When 
used Without an insert, the Weave body 154 is secured at 
opposite ends 158 and 164 to the shank 18 of a hook 10 as 
described above. It should be noted that the second end 164 
can be closed by itself Without the shank as shoWn in FIG. 
11. 

FIG. 13 depicts yet another aspect of the present invention 
Which is employable With any type of ?y hook, such as the 
keeling bend ?y hook 10 described above by eXample only. 
In this embodiment, a ?berglass tape of selectable Width is 
cut to length and then soaked in Water at 70° F.—80° F. to 
soften the tape. The ?berglass tape 170 is then tightly 
Wrapped in a plurality of turns 172 about the shank 18 of the 
hook 10. Since the tape is soft, the turns 172 may be shaped 
to any attractor game ?sh shape; i.e., ?attened in Width, 
tapered at one or both ends, etc. 

The ?berglass tape is then alloWed to dry or cure to form 
a hard body 170 Which can serve as the entire arti?cial 
?y/lure body itself. Alternately, a Weave body 154 shoWn in 
FIG. 14 may be cut to siZe and mounted over the ?berglass 
body 170 in the same manner as described above and shoWn 
in FIGS. 9 and 11. 

Adhesive may be applied to one end of the ?berglass body 
170 adjacent the eye 64 and alternately at the opposed 
second end adjacent the bend 22 in the hook 10 to securely 
retain the ?berglass body 170 on the shank 18 of the hook 
10 and to prevent rotation of the body 170 about the shank 
118. 
Abody 180 may alternately be formed of a resilient foam 

material as shoWn in FIG. 15. The foam material may be any 
suitable open or closed cell foam. Open cell form Will have 
a tendency to absorb Water thereby alloWing the arti?cial 
?y/lure to sink beloW the surface of the Water. Closed cell 
foam Will have a high degree of buoyancy so as to enable the 
?y/lure to continually ?oat on the surface of the Water. A 
Weave body 154 as described above may be applied about 
the suitably shaped foam body and secured at opposite ends 
to the hook 10 in the same manner as described above. 

In the above-described embodiments, a unique arti?cial 
?y/lure is disclosed Which, in one embodiment, has a rigid 
insert mounted about the shank of a ?sh hook. A tear 
resistant open mesh, Weave body is mounted about the rigid 
insert to prevent damage to the arti?cial ?y/lure caused by 
sharp ?sh teeth. The open mesh of the Weave body, in 
addition to providing a protective covering for the rigid 
insert, alloWs the decorative attractor designs or colors on 
the rigid insert to be visible through the mesh openings 
thereby providing an attractive lure for game ?sh. 

In an alternate embodiment, ?berglass tape is softened 
and then Wrapped and shaped about the shank of a ?sh hook 
to form an attractor bait ?sh body. The ?berglass body, after 
hardening, may be employed itself or covered by an outer 
Weave body. 

The body of the arti?cial ?y/lure of the present invention 
may also be formed of an open cell or closed cell foam to 
provide buoyancy or sinking characteristics. The foam body 
is covered With the Weave body for damage resistance. 

Referring noW to FIGS. 17—19, there is depicted another 
aspect of the present invention in Which hooks 202 and 204 
are interconnected by a unique connection or tying means 
200. 

The hooks 202 and 204 may be identically constructed or 
differently constructed as Well as being provided in practi 
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cally siZe, shape, etc. For simplicity, the hook 202 Will be 
de?ned as including and eye 206, an elongated shank 208, 
a bend 210 of any form and a tip 212, also of any conven 
tional shape or form. The second hook 202 also has an eye 
214, an elongated shank 216, a bend 218 and a tip 220. 

The unique connection or tying arrangement intercon 
nects the tWo hooks 202 and 204 such that the shanks 208 
and 216, respectively, remain substantially aXially in-line for 
straight pull along the tWo shanks 208 and 216 When a ?sh 
strikes the second hook 204. 

The connection means 200 includes a single substantially 
non-elongatable cable 222. By Way of eXample only, the 
cable 222 comprises a Wound steel cable having an outer 
plastic coating. 
A ?rst end 224 of the cable 222 is ?Xedly mounted in a 

?rst crimp connector 226. The cable 222 eXtends from the 
?rst end 224 through at least one and preferably tWo 
interleaved or interWoven loops 228 and 230 about the shank 
208 of the hook 202 betWeen the ?rst crimp connector 226 
and the eye 206 of the ?rst hook 202. In general, the section 
228 extending from the ?rst end 224 of the cable 222 passes 
under a portion of the other cable section 230. On the other 
side of the shank 208, the other section 230 also passes over 
a portion of the section 228 thereby forming, in a plan vieW, 
a ?gure eight betWeen the eye 206 and the ?rst connector 
226. Portions of the sections 228 and 230 are also crimped 
by a second crimp connector 232 positioned adjacent the eye 
206. Quick dry adhesive is used to ?Xably attach the ?rst 
connector 232 to the shank 208 adjacent to the eye 206. 

This ?gure eight-type Wound connection of the cable 222 
securely attaches the cable 222 to the ?rst hook 202 While 
insuring that the cable 222 eXtends generally aXially in-line 
from the shank 208 of the ?rst hook 202. 

The opposite end of the cable 222 passes through the eye 
214 of the second hook 204 and returned into a ?Xed mount 
in a second crimp connector 234. 

FIG. 17 also shoWs that both of the hooks 202 and 204 
may be connected by the cable 222 such that the tips 212 and 
220 project to the same side of the aligned shanks 208 and 
216. Alternately, as shoWn in FIG. 19, the tip 220 of the 
second hook 204 may eXtend in an opposite direction from 
the aligned shanks 208 and 216 from the tip 212 of the ?rst 
hook 202. 

As also shoWn in FIG. 19, any of the arti?cial ?y bodies 
described above may be mounted about the interconnected 
hooks 202 and 204. Such bodies may include the V-shaped 
disk 92 shoWn in FIGS. 5 and 6, the single or multiple disks 
142 and 144 shoWn in FIGS. 7 and 8, a holloW mesh body 
shoWn in FIG. 9, and the Wound ?berglass body shoWn in 
FIG. 13 or the foam body 180 shoWn in FIG. 15, both of 
Which may be provided With an outer mesh layer as shoWn 
in FIG. 15. 

In summary, there has been disclosed a unique tandem 
hook connection Which enables the shanks of tWo tandem 
arranged hooks to remain substantially in-line While provid 
ing a secure attachment of the second hook to the ?rst hook. 
The present invention also discloses unique uses a tubular, 
Woven mesh material in forming bodies and other append 
ages of an arti?cial ?y/lure Which provides both bait ?sh, as 
Well as varieties of crab and lobster for use as arti?cial ?ies 
or lures. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A ?sh hook comprising: 
a ?rst hook having an eye, a shank, a bend and a tip; 

a second hook having an eye, a shank, a bend and a tip; 



6,006,468 
11 

elongated ?exible means, connected betWeen the ?rst and 
second hooks for disposing the shanks of the ?rst and 
second hooks substantially axially in-line and spaced 
apart, the ?exible means having a ?rst end portion 
Wound in at least a pair of interWeaved loops about the 
shank of the ?rst hook betWeen the eye and an end of 
the shank Which is opposite the eye of the ?rst hook; 

?rst connector means for joining a ?rst end of the ?exible 
means to an intermediate portion of the elongated 
?exible means between the ?rst end portion Wound 
about the shank of the ?rst hook and the second hook; 
and 

means for coupling a second end of the ?exible means to 
the eye of the second hook. 
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2. The ?sh hook of claim 1 Wherein the elongated ?exible 

means comprises a ?exible cable. 
3. The ?sh hook of claim 1 further comprising: 
the ?rst end portion of the ?exible rneans formed of tWo 

sections; and 
second connector means disposed adjacent an end of the 

shank of the ?rst hook Which is adjacent the eye of the 
?rst hook for joining the sections of the ?rst end portion 
of the ?exible means to each other. 

4. The ?sh hook of claim 1 further comprising: 
third connector means for joining the second end of the 

?exible means to the ?exible rneans after the ?exible 
rneans passes through the eye of the second hook. 

* * * * * 


