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BACK-UP TONG BODY 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to a back-up tong used for 
making and braking conventional threaded drill pipe con 
nections in the oil and gas industry, and in particular to an 
improved back-up tong body for use With a load cell 
assembly. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Tubular members such as drill pipe, tubing pipe and 
casing used in the oil and gas industry (herein referred to as 
“pipe sections”) are joined at their ends by threaded con 
nections. PoWer tongs and back-up tongs are used to make 
up (i.e. join) and break out (i.e. disconnect) these threaded 
connections. The back-up tong grips the loWer stationary 
pipe section While the poWer tong grips the adjoining upper 
pipe section and rotates it to provide a ?uid-tight seal during 
make up of the drill string, and to break out the threaded 
connection during disassembly of the drill string. Under 
torquing a connection during make up may not provide the 
desired ?uid-tight seal and adversely affect the integrity of 
the drill string, While over-torquing a connection may result 
in costly damages to the drill string, such as stripped threads 
on the pipe connection, and unnecessary operational delays. 
Hence, reliable torque readings during make up operations 
are increasingly important, particularly as equipment and 
manpoWer costs continue to rise. 

The back-up tong is typically supported from and inter 
connected With the poWer tong by a support structure Well 
knoWn in the industry. Referring to the prior art assembly 
shoWn in FIG. 1, the frame structure normally includes a 
torque plate or leg 12 Which extends doWnWardly from the 
poWer tong 10 and engages a rearWardly extending portion 
or heel 14 of the back-up tong 11. During make up opera 
tions the torque leg engages and bears against the back-up 
tong’s heel to counteract the tWisting forces of the poWer 
tong, although the torque leg is free to move vertically With 
the poWer tong relative to the back-up tong during make up 
and break out operations. A load cell or torque gauge 15 is 
located betWeen the torque leg and back-up tong to measure 
the force therebetWeen to determine the torque applied by 
the poWer tong to the pipe connection betWeen the upper and 
loWer pipe sections 16, 17, respectively. The load cell may 
be ?xed to the back-up tong’s arm or to an adjacent surface 
of the torque leg. 

Adisadvantage of such prior art arrangements is that a rig 
operator does not obtain reliable torque measurements dur 
ing make up operations. Forces exerted by the poWer tong on 
the frame structure can ?ex the torque leg so that it engages 
the load cell and/or the heel of the back-up tong at an angle 
rather than in a ?at (i.e. parallel) manner, thus providing an 
uneven force distribution over the load cell and inaccurate 
torque readings. As a result the rig operator can not be sure 
Whether the pipe connection is being under-torqued or 
over-torqued. Another problem is that such eccentric load 
ings on the load cell also lead to premature Wear of the cell, 
Which result in further inaccuracies and requires frequent 
replacement. 
What is therefore desired is a novel back-up tong body 

Which overcomes the limitations and disadvantages of the 
existing arrangements. Preferably, it should provide a means 
for enhancing the accuracy of torque measurements during 
make up of pipe connections, and in particular by improving 
alignment of the load cell With a torque plate or equivalent 
part of a tong’s frame structure during make up operations. 
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2 
It should also reduce Wear on the load cell and associated 
servicing costs. 

SUMMARY OF THE PRESENT INVENTION 

In one aspect the invention provides a back-up tong 
apparatus for use With a poWer tong assembly to make up 
and break out longitudinally adjoining pipe sections, said 
poWer tong assembly including a torque arm for engaging 
said back-up tong apparatus and poWer tong assembly to 
transfer torque therebetWeen, said torque being measured by 
a load measurement device, said back-up tong apparatus 
comprising: a body portion having an open throat adapted to 
engage one of said pipe sections; and, a ?n element rotatably 
mounted to said body portion, said ?n element and torque 
arm being driven together upon initiating said make up to 
trap said load measurement device therebetWeen, said ?n 
element substantially maintaining alignment With said load 
measurement device and torque arm during said make up. 

In another aspect the invention provides an assembly for 
make up and break out of longitudinally adjoining pipe 
sections using a ?rst tong apparatus, a second tong 
apparatus, and a support structure for transferring torque 
betWeen said ?rst tong apparatus and second tong apparatus, 
and a load reading element located betWeen said support 
structure and said ?rst tong apparatus for providing torque 
measurements, the improvement comprising a ?n element 
having a contoured surface for ?ush engagement With a 
respective surface of said load reading element, said ?n 
element being rotatably mounted to said ?rst tong apparatus 
for substantially maintaining said ?ush engagement during 
said make up of the longitudinally adjoining pipe sections. 

In yet another aspect the invention provides a device 
mountable to a back-up tong for transferring torque betWeen 
the back-up tong, a load cell and a support means opera 
tively engaged to a poWer tong during make up operations, 
said device comprising: a rear portion for engaging said load 
cell; and, a front portion extending from said rear portion for 
rotatably engaging a rear end of said back-up tong and for 
substantially maintaining said rear portion ?ush With said 
load cell and in alignment With said support means during 
said make up operations. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING 
FIGURES 

Embodiments of the invention Will noW be described, by 
Way of example only, With reference to the accompanying 
draWings, Wherein: 

FIG. 1 is a perspective vieW of a prior art poWer tong 
assembly; 

FIG. 2 is a plan vieW from above of a back-up tong body 
according to a preferred embodiment of the present inven 
tion; 

FIG. 3 is a side vieW of the back-up tong of FIG.2; 
FIG. 4 is a vieW from beloW of the back-up tong of FIG.2; 

and, 
FIG. 5 is an end vieW from behind of the back-up tong of 

FIG.2. 

DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

FIGS. 2 to 5 shoW a back-up tong (generally designated 
by reference numeral 20) for use With a poWer tong (such as 
the one shoWn in FIG. 1, for example) in Well drilling 
operations for making up and breaking out threaded con 
nections betWeen longitudinally adjoining pipe sections. The 
back-up tong 20 has a body or frame generally de?ned by 
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upper and lower frame plates 22 and 24, respectively, 
connected by sidewalls and other frame elements. The front 
of the back-up tong has a throat or mouth 26 for receiving 
and securing a loWer pipe section therein. The back-up tong 
20 normally immobiliZes the loWer pipe section While a 
poWer tong positioned vertically above the back-up tong 
rotates an upper pipe section to either make up or break out 
the threaded connection therebetWeen. Hence, as the poWer 
tong threads or screWs the connection, the poWer tong moves 
vertically doWnWardly toWards the back-up tong during 
make up operations, and vertically upWardly aWay from the 
back-up tong during break out operations. 
A support structure similar to the one previously 

described and illustrated in FIG. 1 has a torque plate or arm 
50 (indicated in dotted outline in FIG.2) Which extends 
doWnWardly from the poWer tong to engage a rearWardly 
extending portion or ?n 30 of the back-up tong 20. Accord 
ing to the preferred embodiment of the present invention, the 
?n 30 has a ?rst generally cylindrical portion or base 32 
Which sits in a correspondingly shaped opening 28 formed 
by a sleeve element 29 at the back of the back-up tong body. 
The ?n’s base 32 is free to rotate about its longitudinal axis 
33 Within the sleeve 29. The ?n 30 is restrained from 
slipping out of the sleeve 29 rearWardly by a circular clip 34 
(of larger diameter than the opening 28) Which engages a 
circumferential groove 36 at the front end of the ?n’s base. 
The clip and groove arrangement also provides for quick and 
convenient removal of the ?n from the back-up tong and 
reinsertion therein for servicing or replacement. 

The ?n’s axial movement in the opposite (i.e. forWard 
toWards the throat 26) direction is prevented by a second 
portion or plate 38 integral With or otherWise ?xed to the 
portion of the base 32 extending beyond the sleeve 29. Arear 
face 40 of the plate 38 is located adjacent the sleeve to 
minimiZe the axial play of the ?n Within the sleeve. The plate 
38 has a ?rst surface 42 contoutred for engaging a compli 
mentary face of a load cell 52, Which is ?xed to the torque 
arm 50 in the embodiment shoWn. Preferrably the surface 42 
is generally planar to match the generally planar face of a 
conventional load cell. The ?n’s opposed surface 44 may 
also be planar for engaging the load cell should the ?n be 
rotated 180 degrees about its longitudinal axis. The siZe of 
the plate, namely the length “L” and Width “W” of the 
rectangular plate of the preferred embodiment, should be 
sufficient so that the entire face of the load cell remains in 
contact With the ?n as the torque arm slides vertically past 
the ?n 30 during make up operations. The plate 38 should be 
thick enough to avoid excessive bending or de?ection 
thereof during use. It Will be appreciated that in an alternate 
embodiment the load cell 52 may be located on the ?n’s 
plate 38. 

It can noW be appreciated hoW the preferred embodiment 
of the present invention operates, and some of its many 
advantages. Upon activation of the poWer tong in a make up 
operation, the torque arm 50 and the ?n plate 38 are driven 
together, With the load cell 52 being located and compressed 
betWeen the torque arm and the ?n plate’s ?rst surface 42. 
Upon such contact the ?n’s longitudinal axis 33 is typically 
generally parallel to the torque arm’s major axis 52. As the 
poWer tong increases torque on the pipe connection, there is 
a comparable rise in the force exerted by the torque arm on 
the ?n. Should the torque arm de?ect out of plane (ie. bend 
about its major axis 52), the ?n Will also tWist about its 
longitudinal axis 33 to remain in face-to-face or ?ush 
contact With the load cell 52. Hence, the rotatable ?n 30 of 
the present invention improves alignment of the back-up 
tong With the load cell and torque arm over prior designs 
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4 
Where the heel of the back-up tong is rigidly ?xed thereto. 
Eccentric loadings to one side of the load cell are discour 
aged in the present invention by encouraging a generally 
even force distribution over the load cell, namely the result 
ant force vector betWeen the ?n and torque arm remains 
generally centered on the load cell, thus enhancing the 
accuracy of torque readings by the load cell over prior 
arrangements. Such rotational alignment betWeen the torque 
arm, load cell and ?n should also reduce Wear on the load 
cell and discourage premature failure. 
The above description is intended in an illustrative rather 

than a restrictive sense, and variations to the speci?c con 
?gurations described may be apparent to skilled persons in 
adapting the present invention to other speci?c applications. 
Such variations are intended to form part of the present 
invention insofar as they are Within the spirit and scope of 
the claims beloW. For instance, it Will be appreciated that the 
?n 30 need not be limited to the rectangular shape shoWn in 
the draWings but may take other suitable forms (such as an 
oval shape), as long as the entire face of the load cell remains 
in contact With the ?n or torque plate, as the case may be, 
throughout the entire range of vertical movement of the 
poWer tong relative to the back-up tong during make up 
operations. It Will also be appreciated that the ?n of the 
present invention may be adapted for mounting on the poWer 
tong should torque measurement be desired at that location 
and depending on the con?guration of the support structure 
for the torque arm. 
We claim: 
1. A back-up tong apparatus for use With a poWer tong 

assembly to make up and break out longitudinally adjoining 
pipe sections, said poWer tong assembly having a torque arm 
extending therefrom for engaging said back-up tong appa 
ratus and transferring torque therebetWeen, said torque being 
measured by a load measurement device operatively 
engaged With said torque arm, said back-up tong apparatus 
comprising: 

a body portion having an open throat adapted to engage 
one of said pipe sections; 

a ?n element rotatably mounted to said body portion, said 
?n element having: 
a planar portion for engaging said load measurement 

device upon initiating said make up; and 
a cylindrical portion extending from said planar portion 

and rotatably received Within said body portion for 
substantially maintaining alignment of said planar 
portion With said load measurement device and 
torque arm during said make up; and, 

a sleeve member located in said body portion generally 
opposite said open throat for rotatably receiving said 
cylindrical portion of the ?n element. 

2. The back-up tong apparatus of claim 1 Wherein said 
cylindrical portion includes means for restraining axial 
movement of the ?n element out of the sleeve member 
comprising a circumferential groove for receiving a restrain 
ing clip. 

3. In an assembly for make up and break out of longitu 
dinally adjoining pipe sections including a ?rst tong 
apparatus, a second tong apparatus, and a support structure 
operatively engaged to said second tong apparatus and 
extending to said ?rst tong apparatus for transferring torque 
therebetWeen, said torque being measured by a load reading 
element operatively located betWeen said support structure 
and said ?rst tong apparatus, the improvement comprising: 

a ?n element having a contoured surface for ?ush engage 
ment With a respective surface of said load reading 
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element, said ?n element being rotatably mounted to 
said ?rst tong apparatus for substantially maintaining 
said ?ush engagement during said make up of the 
longitudinally adjoining pipe sections. 

4. The assembly of claim 3 further including a sleeve 
means mounted to said ?rst tong apparatus for rotatably 
receiving said ?n element, said ?n element including a ?rst 
end for engaging said sleeve means and a second end 
extending aWay from said sleeve means for carrying said 
contoured surface. 

5. The assembly of claim 4 Wherein said second end of the 
?n element abuts said sleeve means for restraining aXial 

6 
movement of said ?n element through said sleeve means in 
one direction, and said ?rst end of the ?n element has a clip 
means engaged thereto for restraining aXial movement of 
said ?n element in the opposite direction. 

6. The assembly of claim 5 Wherein said sleeve means is 
mounted to a rear portion of said ?rst tong apparatus and 
said contoured surface is generally planar. 

7. The assembly of claim 6 Wherein said load reading 
element is ?Xed to one of said support structure and said 

10 contoured surface of the ?n element. 


