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[57] ABSTRACT 

A device for dispensing a liquid, sterile, preservative-free 
preparation free from bacterial growth. The device includes 
a reservoir which contains the preparation and, in ?uid 
communication with the reservoir, a dispensing part con 
structed to deliver the liquid preparation directly to a pre 
determined region of the human body. The device also 
includes a protective cap constructed to be removably 
mounted over the dispensing part, where the protective cap 
has an opening which allows ambient air to reach the 
dispensing part to facilitate air-drying of the dispensing part. 
Located near the opening is a plug constructed from an 
absorbent material, such as ethylenevinylacetate foam or 
sintered polyethylene, which helps the dispensing part dry 
quickly. 

18 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets 



U.S. Patent Dec. 14,1999 Sheet 1 of3 6,000,580 

FIG. 2 
PRIOR ART 

PRIOR ART 
FIG. 1 

FIG. 3C 
FIG. 3A 



U.S. Patent Dec. 14,1999 Sheet 2 of3 6,000,580 

1O 

9 

12 

6 

FIG. 4A N 11 FIG-4C 

L 
7 7 

FIG.4B 10 

16 

15 
,14 

17 K13 
18 

13 14 

1 
FIG. 5C 

FIG.5A 11 11 

15 

FIG. 5B 16 



U.S. Patent Dec. 14,1999 Sheet 3 of3 6,000,580 

14 

13 

FIG. 6C 
FIG. 68 FIG. 6A 

FIG. 8C 
FIG. 85 FIG. 8A 



6,000,580 
1 

DEVICE FOR DISPENSING PRESERVATIVE 
FREE NASAL SPRAYS AND SIMILAR 

PREPARATIONS 

This application is a divisional of US. application Ser. 
No. 08/884,989, ?led Jun. 30, 1997, noW abandoned Which 
is a divisional of US. application Ser. No. 08/347,405, ?led 
Dec. 2, 1994, noW abandoned Which is a National Stage 
Application of PCT/SE93/00485, ?led Oct. 28, 1993. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to devices for administering 
liquid, sterile preparations for local treatment, such as nasal 
sprays and eye drops and more particularly to an arrange 
ment and a method for facilitating the use of sterile prepa 
rations not containing preservatives. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Nasal sprays are usually administered by means of a 
bottle made of plastic or glass or another equivalent recep 
tacle containing a solution to be sprayed into the nostril. The 
bottle is provided With a part for dispensing the preparation 
to the location to be treated, normally a nasal tube or olive 
Which is to be inserted into the nostril. The solution then is 
squirted into the nostril by any suitable means, for instance 
by means of a pump, by deformation of the bottle or by 
utiliZing a suitable propellant. After use the olive is covered 
by a cap in order to protect the olive from damages, dirt and 
contamination. 

After use, a small amount of the solution and possibly 
some mucus from the nostril usually remains on the olive. 
These remains may form a base for the groWth of bacteria 
and other undesirable microorganisms, since the solution not 
necessarily must be an antiseptic solution and sometimes 
even contains ingredients that may serve as nutrients for the 
bacteria. These bacteria then Will be introduced into the 
nostril neXt time the nasal spray device is used, by the same 
user or by another. This of course is undesirable. The 
bacteria may also contaminate the contents of the bottle 
since there may be a direct connection betWeen the olive and 
the interior of the bottle, at least during some stage of the 
use. 

To avoid these problems normally a preservative intended 
to prevent the groWth of bacteria is added to the solution. 
This hoWever has other disadvantages, among others the 
inhibitory effects on cilia movement, granolyte chemotaXis 
or that the user may have a loW tolerance against the 
preservatives normally used or against antiseptic agents or 
additives in general. 

Therefore it is desirable to provide nasal sprays Which are 
free from preservatives and similar additives. 

There are similar problems relating to the dispensing of 
eye drops, since it is essential that eye drops are sterile When 
administered to the eye. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 
CONCEPT 

The solution of this problem as envisaged by the present 
invention is to provide a method Which alloWs the part for 
dispensing the preparation to dry quickly as Well as to 
provide a protective cap for said part Which alloWs the part 
to dry quickly, as set forth in the appended claims. It has 
been found that it is suf?cient to keep the part in question dry 
in order to keep it free from bacterial groWth. By this means 
the part can be kept free to a degree Which is suf?cient in the 
conteXt even if the preparation does not contain any preser 
vatives. 
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2 
SHORT DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 illustrates a typical spray bottle for nasal sprays, 
FIG. 2 illustrates a conventional protective cap for a nasal 

spray bottle, 
FIG. 3a illustrates a ?rst embodiment of a protective cap 

according to the invention in a side vieW, 
FIG. 3b illustrates the embodiment of FIG. 3a in a top 

vieW, 
FIG. 3c shoWs a section along line III—III in FIG. 3b, 
FIGS. 4a—4c illustrate the embodiment of FIGS. 3a—3c in 

a slightly changed form in vieWs corresponding to the vieWs 
in FIGS. 3a—3c, 

FIGS. 5a—5c illustrate a second embodiment of a protec 
tive cap according to the invention in vieWs corresponding 
to the vieWs in FIGS. 3a—3c, 

FIGS. 6a—6c illustrate the embodiment of FIGS. 5a—5c in 
a slightly changed form in vieWs corresponding to the vieWs 
in FIGS. 3a—3c, 

FIGS. 7a—7c illustrate a third embodiment of a protective 
cap according to the invention combining the features illus 
trated in FIGS. 3 and 5 in vieWs corresponding to the vieWs 
in FIGS. 3a—3c, 

FIGS. 8a—8c illustrate a fourth embodiment of a protec 
tive cap according to the invention combining the features 
illustrated in FIGS. 3 and 6 in vieWs corresponding to the 
vieWs in FIGS. 3a—3c. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS OF THE INVENTION 

In the description beloW and in the draWings details Which 
are identical Will be designated With the same reference 
signs. 

FIGS. 1 and 2 illustrate a conventional device for admin 
istering a nasal spray of the kind containing a pump mecha 
nism (not shoWn) for ejecting the nasal spray solution. The 
device comprises a bottle 1 having a closure cap 2 With a 
nasal tube or olive 3. The olive is covered by a protective cap 
4, illustrated in FIG. 2, When the device is not in use. The 
protective cap is provided With a conical side Wall and an 
end Wall. The other constructional details of the device are 
of no particular concern in the conteXt apart from the olive 
and its protective cap and are therefore not described in 
detail. 
The outlet for the nasal solution is located at the tip of the 

olive (at 5). When the spray device has been used usually 
some droplets of nasal solution remain in the area close to 
the outlet. Since these droplets normally are contaminated 
by bacteria or similar originating from the nostril of the user, 
there is a great risk for an excessive groWth of bacteria in the 
droplets if a solution not containing a preservative is used. 
Nasal spray solutions are normally not antiseptic. 
The embodiment according to the invention illustrated in 

FIGS. 3a—3c comprises a protective cap 6 Which substan 
tially has the shape of a truncated cone With a small top 
angle. The protective cap 6 is provided With beads or lugs 11 
for securing the cap to the closure cap 2. Atypical siZe of the 
cap may be as folloWs: Height 29 mm, Base diameter 13 mm 
and Top diameter 11 mm, giving a total outside area of 1100 
mm2. The surface 9 of the cap is provided With longitudinal 
slits 8. To facilitate the air circulation through the slits and 
around the olive, the end Wall 10 of the cap is provided With 
aXial holes or vents 7. Consequently the olive Will dry 
quickly When the cap has been replaced after use since the 
air has free access to the olive. As mentioned above, the 
conditions for bacterial groWth are unfavourable When the 
olive is dry. 
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In a protective cap of the size described above it is 
preferred that the total area of the slits and the holes is at 
least 50 mm2, ie a ratio of about 1:26, preferably 1:22 
relative to the outer surface. 

In a slightly changed embodiment illustrated in FIGS. 
4a—4c, the protective cap 6 is provided With longitudinal 
slits 12 extending all the Way doWn to the base of the 
protective cap. Apart from this feature, Which further 
enhances the circulation of air around the nasal olive, this 
embodiment is identical With the embodiment described 
above in connection With FIGS. 3a—3c. 

FIGS. 5 and 6 illustrate embodiments not utiliZing lon 
gitudinal slits. The embodiment according to FIGS. 5a—5c 
comprises a protective cap 13 With an unbroken side Wall 14. 
The cap is provided With an end Wall 15 having a central 
opening 16. An annular, circumferential bead 17 is arranged 
on the inside Wall of the cap a slight distance from the 
opening 16. A porous, absorbent, comparatively thin and 
slightly concave disc 18 having a diameter Which is slightly 
larger than the inside diameter of the cap adjacent the bead 
17 is snapped into place past the bead. The disc 18 Will in 
this Way be held under tension by means of the bead 17 and 
the part of the inside of the Wall located above the bead 17. 
The bead 17 is located such a distance aWay from the end 
Wall 15 that the disc 18 comes into direct contact With the tip 
5 of the olive 3 When the protective cap is placed on the 
bottle. Any liquid on the tip of the olive then Will be 
absorbed by the disc by means of capillary forces. In this 
Way the liquid Will be distributed over a large area Which 
means that the liquid Will evaporate quickly. In this Way the 
olive Will be kept effectively dry. This is essential in order 
to prevent groWth of contaminating bacteria, particularly 
bacteria being Gram-negative. Examples of suitable absor 
bents are cellulose in different forms such as ?ltering paper, 
cigarette ?lters, sponges or cotton, and different plastics 
materials in the form of Woven or non-Woven ?bers or in the 
form of sponges, such as polyamides, polyvinylacetate, 
polyesters. 

In order to ensure that the absorbent material is kept in a 
proper hygienic condition, the material may be impregnated 
With a suitable preservative, for instance chlorheXidine 
acetate. 

A slightly altered form of the embodiment according to 
FIGS. 5a—5c is illustrated in FIGS. 6a—6c. In this embodi 
ment the disc has been replaced by an absorbent plug 19 held 
by projections 20. The materials of the plug may be the same 
and may have the same physical form and properties as the 
materials in the disc described above. At present ethylenevi 
nylacetate foam or sintered polyethylene seem to be the 
most suitable materials. The projections 20 are not abso 
lutely necessary, since the plug for instance can be glued to 
the cap or be bonded to the cap at the moulding thereof. 
Depending on the materials, a simple press ?t also may be 
conceivable. 

The tWo latter embodiments are particularly suitable in 
nasal spray bottles mainly intended to be carried in the users 
pocket, handbag or similar since these embodiments are 
more effective in keeping out dirt etc than the previous 
embodiments. 
An embodiment Which Would belong to the same category 

and Which essentially have the same properties as the 
embodiments according to FIGS. 5 and 6 is an embodiment 
Wherein the entire protective cap is made of a ?brous, 
absorbent material. This embodiment is hoWever not illus 
trated. An alternative embodiment Would be to make the cap 
of a relatively rigid ?bermaterial Which is permeable in 
regard of vapour, for instance glass-?bre, felt or gauZe. 
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4 
FIGS. 7a—7c and 8a—8c illustrate embodiments of the 

invention Which essentially are a combination of the 
embodiment according to FIGS. 3a—3c With the embodi 
ments according to FIGS. 5a—5c and FIGS. 6a—6c respec 
tively. 

FIGS. 7a—7c thus illustrate a cap 6 comprising a side Wall 
9 provided With longitudinal slits 8, an end Wall 10 provided 
With holes 7 as Well as With beads 11. The cap 6 additionally 
is provided With a disc 18‘ mounted in a similar Way as the 
disc 18 in the embodiment according to FIGS. 5a—5c. 

FIGS. 8a—8b illustrate a cap 6‘ comprising a side Wall 9‘ 
provided With longitudinal slits 8‘, an end Wall 15‘ provided 
With a hole 16‘ as Well as With beads 11‘. The cap 6‘ 
furthermore is provided With lugs 20‘ for holding a porous 
plug 19‘. 

It is also conceivable to provide an ordinary protective 
cap With a desiccant, such as silica gel. In this case the cap 
must form an airtight seal against the bottle since the 
desiccant otherWise Would absorb moisture from the ambi 
ent air and soon become ineffective. 

As mentioned in the introduction, the basic principle also 
is applicable to other liquid, sterile, preservative-free prepa 
rations for local treatment that are dispensed from containers 
onto the place to be treated, for instance eye drops being 
dispensed from a plastic squeeZe bottle having a dispensing 
spout normally covered With a protective cap When the 
bottle is not in use. 

I claim: 
1. A device for dispensing a liquid, sterile, preservative 

free preparation free from bacterial groWth, comprising 
a body including a reservoir containing said liquid, sterile, 

preservative-free preparation and, in ?uid communica 
tion With the reservoir, a dispensing part constructed to 
deliver said liquid preparation, in a form selected from 
the group consisting of a plurality of droplets, a spray 
and a stream, directly to a predetermined region of the 
human body; 

a protective cap constructed to be removably mounted 
over said dispensing part, said protective cap having a 
portion constructed to alloW ambient air to reach said 
dispensing part to facilitate air-drying of said dispens 
ing part, 

Wherein said cap comprises a plug comprising an absor 
bent material, Where at least some portion of said 
absorbent material contacts ambient air When said cap 
is mounted over said dispensing part. 

2. The device of claim 1 Wherein said absorbent material 
is one of the group consisting of ethylenevinylacetate foam 
or sintered polyethylene. 

3. The device of claim 2 Wherein said plug is constructed 
entirely from said absorbent material, and said plug having 
a sponge-like structure. 

4. The device of claim 1 Wherein said protective cap is 
shaped as a truncated cone or a pyramid comprising a top 
end Wall, Where said top end Wall de?nes an opening Which 
alloWs ambient air to reach said dispensing part to facilitate 
air-drying of said dispensing part. 

5. The device of claim 4 Wherein said plug is located near 
said opening in said top end Wall, and some portion of said 
absorbent material contacts ambient air through said open 
ing in said top end Wall When said cap is mounted over said 
dispensing part. 

6. The device of claim 5 Wherein said plug is attached to 
said cap by projections located on an inside surface of said 
cap. 

7. The device of claim 5 Wherein said plug is bonded to 
an inside surface of said cap. 
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8. The device of claim 4 wherein said opening in said top 
end Wall is located near a center of said top end Wall. 

9. The device of claim 4 Wherein said cap de?nes further 
openings in the form of longitudinal slits located along an 
outer longitudinal surface of said cap. 

10. The device of claim 9 Wherein a ratio of an area of said 
longitudinal slit openings relative to a total area of said outer 
longitudinal surface of said cap is about 1:22. 

11. The device of claim 1 Wherein said predetermined 
region comprises a human nostril. 

12. The device of claim 1 Wherein said predetermined 
region comprises a human eye. 

13. The device of claim 12 Wherein said dispensing part 
comprises an elongated tube constructed for nasal delivery, 
said tube having an outlet at its extremity for delivery of said 
liquid preparation to a nostril. 

14. The device of claim 13 Wherein said device is con 
structed to deliver said liquid preparation in the form of a 
spray. 

15. The device of claim 12 Wherein said dispensing part 
comprises an elongated tube constructed for delivery to a 
human eye, said tube having an outlet at its extremity for 
delivery of said liquid preparation to an eye. 

16. The device of claim 15 Wherein said device is con 
structed to deliver said liquid preparation in the form of a 
plurality of droplets, for dropWise delivery to the eye. 

17. The device of claim 1 Wherein said liquid preparation 
comprises a medicament. 
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18. A device for dispensing a liquid, sterile, preservative 

free preparation free from bacterial groWth, comprising 
a body including a reservoir containing said liquid, sterile, 

preservative-free preparation and, in ?uid communica 
tion With the reservoir, a dispensing part constructed to 
deliver said liquid preparation, in a form selected from 
the group consisting of a plurality of droplets, a spray 
and a stream, directly to a predetermined region of the 
human body; 

a protective cap constructed to be removably mounted 
over said dispensing part, Where said protective cap is 
shaped as a truncated cone or a pyramid comprising a 

top end Wall, Where said top end Wall de?nes an 
opening near its center Which alloWs ambient air to 
reach said dispensing part to facilitate air-drying of said 
dispensing part, 

Where said cap further comprises a plug located near said 
opening in said top end Wall, said plug being con 
structed from an absorbent material selected from the 
group consisting of ethylenevinylacetate foam or sin 
tered polyethylene, and said plug having a sponge-like 
structure, and Where at least some portion of said plug 
contacts ambient air When said cap is mounted over 
said dispensing part. 


