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RADIOMETER AND WATER INDICATING 
METHOD 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The objective of the invention is a radiometer and a 
method for indicating Water content, for example, Water 
content change caused by Water vapor and/or liquid Water. 

The radiometer is a sensitive receiver for small poWer 
level measurement. The radiometer deviates from a conven 
tional receiver in tWo Ways. Its input signal is phase 
incoherent and broadband, Which means that it has noise 
character; in the receivers generally phase-coherent and 
almost monochromatic. Secondly, conventional receivers 
require to operate as signal and noise ratio a considerably 
higher value than one. The actual radiometric ‘signal’ effect 
is generally much loWer than the receiver’s oWn noise level. 
The radiometer measures the receiving equipment’s system 
noise temperature, Which consists of the antenna noise 
temperature and the receiver noise temperature. The antenna 
noise temperature is formed of the noise effect coming via 
the main beam and the side lobes according to diagram 1.6. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The essential atmospheric agents for microWave radiom 
etry are oxygen and Water vapor. The atmospheric oxygen 
and Water vapor emit on a cloudless sky thermal noise and 
provide the so called clear sky radiometric brightness tem 
perature Tsky. Inspected from the ground, the atmospheric 
brightness temperature at clear Weather is a function of both 
frequency and elevation. The frequency dependence is due 
to the resonant absorption/emission spectrum of Water and 
oxygen molecules. Due to the atmospheric pressure the 
spectral lines are spread on a broader frequency range. The 
loWest spectral line of the Water molecule absorption/ 
emission resonance is at approx. 22 GHZ frequency (FIG. 
6a). The elevation angle dependence of the clear sky bright 
ness temperature results from geometry. The transmission 
path length of the layer formed on the ground by the 
atmosphere is considerably shorter in the Zenith direction 
than closer to the horiZon (FIG. 6b). The radiometric bright 
ness temperature of the atmosphere is to a certain extent 
dependent on the amount of effective agent in the radiometer 
beam, at clear sky on the so called effective path length of 
the inspection direction. The clear sky brightness tempera 
ture in Zenith direction is thus considerably loWer than close 
to the horiZon (FIG. 6a). 

Water is present in the atmosphere in Water vapor and 
liquid form and as ice in clouds and rains. Atmospheric 
Water content changes: air humidity, clouds and rain occur 
in the microWave region as changes in the sky brightness 
temperature. 

Atmospheric property observations With a radiometric 
scanner and rain indication With a rain detector are presented 
as examples of the ?elds of embodiment of the method and 
device according to the invention. 

Atmospheric and ground properties have been measured 
by microWave radiometers both from satellites (Weather and 
remote sensing satellites) and from the ground. 

Atmospheric microWave radiometric measurements from 
the ground have been utiliZed for example, in meteorologi 
cal applications, in measurements relating to interferometric 
and electromagnetic Wave propagation studies, e.g.: 

i) the US. Pat. No. 4,873,481 
ii) Measurement of atmospheric Water vapor With micro 
Wave radiometry; S. Elgered et al./Chalmers University 
of Technology, Sweden, 
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2 
iii) UtiliZation of the radiometry method in a satellite 

connection propagation study; T. Kokkila, thesis for 
diploma, University of Technology 1988, 

iv) Correction of satellite beacon propagation data using 
radiometer measurements; StutZman, Haidara, Reklus, 
IEEE Proceedings.-MicroWaves. Antennas. 
Propagation, Vol 141 No.1 Feb 1994, 

v) Use of radiometers in atmospheric attenuation mea 
surements Allnut, Pratt, StutZman, Snider IEEE 
Proceedings.- MicroWaves. Antennas. Propagation, Vol 
141 No.5 Oct 1994. 

The measuring device used in the above references are 
radiometers of Dicke-type (i, ii, iii) and a total output 
radiometer (iv, v). The radiometers are multichannel or 
connected to a measuring system utiliZing radiometric mea 
surements Was to determine atmospheric properties by 
brightness temperature absolute values. The measuring of 
the brightness temperature absolute values requires stabili 
Zation of the radiometer ampli?cation, measuring result 
calibration, accurate knoWledge of the antenna side lobe 
properties and ambient radiation properties. The stabiliZa 
tion of the radiometer ampli?cation is based on the con 
struction principle (Dicke) or on a regular reference load 
measurement (total output radiometry). Calibration of the 
measuring results can be implemented by knoWn objects 
giving hot/cold-brightness temperatures or by arti?cial 
loads, for example, by placing before the radiometer antenna 
input a piece of space cloth having the ambient temperature 
and alternately a piece of space cloth cooled with eg liquid 
nitrogen. The side lobe properties of the antenna can be 
estimated by measuring the antenna beam ?gure at used 
frequencies. The ambient radiation properties can be esti 
mated by knoWn radiation properties of the ground. Based 
on this and the above mentioned references, the determina 
tion of the atmospheric brightness temperature absolute 
values requires complicated equipment, ‘scienti?c instru 
ments’ as Well as dif?cult and expensive measurement 
systems. 
The atmospheric Weather phenomenons can be also 

observed by a radar. The effect transmitted by the radar 
scatters from the Water drops thus revealing possible Water 
containing objects. Use of the radar requires a transmitter/ 
receiver equipment. The curvature of the ground causes a 
shadoW region, Which restricts the operation range of the 
radar. The currently used rain indicating detectors are based 
on the observation of some electric property change in the 
detector component caused by the rain (rain drops or snoW 
?akes), for example, the capacitance or breakdoWn voltage. 
The mechanical constructions of these detectors are due to 
their operation principle open and therefore sensitive to 
malfunctions caused by fouling and require regular service. 
One rain detector application area is the automatic control 

of, for example the heating systems of satellite earth station 
antenna re?ectors. The Wet snoW gathered on the earth 
station antenna surfaces attenuates the signal and turns the 
antenna beam aWay from the satellite direction thus reducing 
the capacity of the antenna. The rain detectors function in 
connection With outdoor temperature detectors, controlling 
the re?ector heating into function When it rains at the 
temperature area of approx. —5°—+5° C. At higher tempera 
tures the re?ector snoW melts by itself and at loWer tem 
peratures there is the risk that the melted snoW freeZes to the 
antenna constructions. Dry froZen snoW has also a smaller 
effect than Wet snoW. 

In addition to the above mentioned mechanical construc 
tion disadvantages, the present rain detectors in the satellite 
earth station heating control system have the de?ciency that 
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they in certain conditions do not observe the problems 
caused by snoW gathered on the antenna surface. Frozen 
snowfall (for example, 10° C.) and its gathering on the 
re?ector surface does not sWitch on the heating control 
system. The Warming of the gathered froZen snoW When the 
Weather becomes Warmer or the sun has Warmed the re?ec 
tor surface increases the liquid Water content of the snoW. 
The melting of the gathered froZen snoW on the antenna 
surface might cause long breaks or quality deteriorations in 
the telecommunication for several days after the snoWing. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The method and device according to the invention provide 
observations of Water content changes With a simple micro 
Wave total output radiometer, the medium frequency of 
Which is considerably beloW the loWest absorption reso 
nance frequency (22,3 GHZ) of the Water molecule. The 
invention enables the observation of, for example the pres 
ence of atmospheric clouds and rain cells and provides 
information about their properties in a neW Way. 

The method, equipment and applications presented are 
based on utiliZation of the relative and/or differential mea 
surement results of the antenna noise temperatures. The 
measurement method creates conditions in Which the phe 
nomenon observed causes the brightness temperature 
change seen by the radiometer. The radiometer antenna 
beam is directed in the direction giving the basic brightness 
temperature level, for example radiometricly to the “cold” 
sky. The appearance of Water in the antenna beam causes the 
radiometer to see the brightness temperature change. The 
antenna beam can be directed straight in a direction giving 
the basic level or via the conducing surface. The basic level 
object can also be, for example a frozen space cloth or a 
radiometric hot piece. 

The invention provides a neW solution Which eliminates 
the disadvantages of the above described atmospheric obser 
vation methods and rain detectors. The invention is charac 
teriZed in What is presented in the claims beloW. 

The devices according to the invention monitor the radi 
ometer antenna noise temperature changes. The side lobe or 
ambient noise radiation properties need not to be knoWn, as 
these are not required for the measurement results. The 
measuring principle is relative and/or differential forming 
the reference level of some of the measuring results. The 
reference level ?oats, Which means that it conforms to the 
sloW changes of the noise radiation properties. At the 
frequency band used, Water causes a noticeable change in 
the atmospheric brightness temperature, but no particular 
disadvantages When gathered in the equipment construc 
tions. 

Separate reference loads as stabiliZation references or 
absolute value calibrations are not used, thus avoiding the 
complicated and expensive construction of radiometers of 
Dicke-type as Well as the inconvenient periodic stabiliZation 
of the total output radiometers and the absolute value 
calibration of both radiometer-types. 

The simple radiometer used in the method can to its main 
parts be assembled of conventional components. The device 
parameters have been chosen to provide a high radiometric 
sensitivity (smallest expressible noise temperature 
difference) and a big dynamic range for Water indication at 
the applicable frequency band. The method according to the 
invention provides neW means of obtaining information 
about the properties of atmosphere, clouds and rain cells. 

According to one form of embodiment the solution of the 
invention can be used at satellite earth stations to improve 
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4 
the heating system control of the antenna re?ectors, thus also 
improving the quality of the satellite connection. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The invention is described With reference to the enclosed 
draWings, in Which 

FIG. 1 shoWs a basic diagram of the clear sky and ground 
brightness temperature and the antenna noise temperature as 
a function of elevation at a frequency considerably beloW 22 
GHZ, 

FIG. 2a presents a block diagram of the total output 
radiometer principle, 

FIG. 2b presents a block diagram of the Dicke-radiometer 
principle, 

FIG. 3a presents an equipment for the radiometric scanner 
application, 

FIG. 3b shoWs the radiometric scanner operating 
principle, 

FIG. 3c shoWs a functional block diagram of the radio 
metric scanner, 

FIG. 4 shoWs a plane diagram output of the radiometric 
scanner, 

FIG. 5a shoWs the principle of the radiometric scanner 
netWork, 

FIG. 5b shoWs the principle of the radiometric scanner 
netWork combined output, 

FIG. 6a presents the clear sky brightness temperature as 
a function of the frequency at different elevation angles, 

FIG. 6b presents the length of the atmospheric penetration 
path in Zenith and close to the horiZon, 

FIG. 7 shoWs a snoW-/rain detector application of a 
satellite earth station heating system. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

FIG. 1 presents the clear sky and ground brightness 
temperature and the antenna noise temperature as a function 
of elevation at a frequency considerably beloW 22 GHZ. The 
clear sky brightness temperature rises from a feW Kelvin in 
Zenith (elevation 90°) to over one hundred Kelvin on the 
horiZon (0°). The brightness temperature of the ground is 
about 290 K. When the antenna is directed to Zenith, the 
antenna noise temperature is formed of the visible brightness 
temperature from the main beam direction and also partly of 
the higher brightness temperatures visible from the side lobe 
and the back lobe directions. The noise temperature of the 
antenna becomes thus higher than the sky brightness tem 
perature visible in the main beam direction. The antenna 
noise temperature at small elevation angles rises quickly 
When the more poWerful side lobes and the main beam are 
directed toWards the ground. If there is a cloud or a rain cell 
in the main beam direction, the antenna noise temperature 
rises compared to the clear sky antenna noise temperature at 
this elevation. In FIG. 1 the curve Twkarsky) illustrates the 
clear sky brightness temperature in relation to the elevation 
angle. TAM illustrates the antenna noise temperature. TAM 
(ClearSky) illustrates the noise temperature at clear sky. TA”, 
(Cloud/Rain) illustrates the antenna noise temperature When the 
radiometer receives thermal noise from a cloud or rain cell. 
As reference level is presented in dashed line the curve 
portion illustrating the antenna noise temperature caused by 
the clear sky. Twmh) illustrates the brightness temperature 
of the ground. 

FIG. 2 shoWs a principle block diagram of the total output 
radiometer. The noise effect RF coming via the antenna 1 is 
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limited in the band ?lter 2 and transmitted via the ampli?er 
3 to the detector 4. Essentially the same total output radio 
metric function is alternatively obtained With the 
superheterodyne-principle. In this the output of the pre 
ampli?er 3 is led to the miXer 3a, from the output of Which 
is band-?ltered With 3b an intermediate frequency signal, 
Which is further ampli?ed in the intermediate frequency 
ampli?er 3c and transmitted to the detector 4. The interme 
diate frequency is formed of the difference betWeen the 
RF-frequency and the local oscillator 3d frequency. The 
signal received after the detector is loW pass ?ltered in 5. 
The output provides a voltage V0,”, Which is proportional to 
the noise effect coming to the detector, Which voltage 
contains a direct voltage component VDC and an alternating 
voltage VAC. 

Vout=VDC+VAC (1-1) 

In the ideal case, the radiometer sensitivity, the smallest 
expressible noise temperature difference AT is directly pro 
portional to the system noise temperature TSYS and inversely 
proportional to the square root of the radiometer bandWidth 
B and the loW pass ?lter integration time "c: 

(1.2) 
AT = Tsys ' 

The system noise temperature is formed of the antenna 
noise TA Which is the antenna noise temperature TAM, and 
the radiometric receiver noise TR. 

TSYS=TA+TR. (1.3) 

The ampli?cation variation AGS occurring in the radiom 
eters in practice Weakens the radiometric sensitivity: 

(1.4) 

in Which GS is the radiometric total ampli?cation. 
The sensitivity of the total output radiometer is de?ned 

according to formula 1.4. In Dicke-radiometers (FIG. 2b) the 
sensitivity Weakening caused by ampli?cation variations is 
prevented by calibrating the radiometer With the sWitch 10 
to a reference load 11 caused by a knoWn noise temperature. 
The operation of the sWitch 10 and the phase detector 7 are 
controlled by the oscillator 9, having typically a frequency 
in the range of hundreds of hertZ. 

The sensitivity achieved With the Dicke-radiometer 
(loWest measurable noise temperature difference) is: 

(1.5) 
AT = zTm - 

BT 

i.e., tWo times inferior to the one of the total output radi 
ometer. 

The microWave radiometer is often furnished either With 
a horn or re?ector antenna. The (virtual) radiometric bright 
ness temperature TAP visible from the ambience in the 
radiometer antenna is direction-dependent TAP (6, 6)). The 
noise temperature TA of the radiometer antenna is formed of 
the brightness temperature TAP ((6, 6)) Weighted With the 
antenna beam ?gure 

PN (e, o). 
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One application of the method and the total output radi 
ometer adapted thereto is the radiometric scanner (FIG. 3a). 
It comprises the antenna 1, the radiometric receiver 12, the 
antenna elevation drive 13, the elevation angle detector 14, 
the antenna aZimuth drive 15, the aZimuth angle detector 16, 
the cabling 17 and the control/data processing unit 18 With 
the display unit. The scanner antenna can be placed inside 
the radome 19. The radiometric scanner observes the atmo 
sphere from the ground (ground based radiometer) and is 
placed so that the visibility to the horiZon is as unobstructed 
as possible. 
The scanner (FIG. 3b) antenna 1 is turned in the elevation 

and aZimuth angles so that the main beam K scans the 
elevation angle beloW the horiZon H toWards Zenith Z. The 
path is illustrated by dotted lines. When the elevation 
scanning is ?nished, the aZimuth angle is turned and a neW 
elevation scanning is started, thus covering the hole 
elevation-aZimuth-angle-area to be scanned. The solid 
curves 20 illustrate the curves of the same brightness tem 
perature. In the cloud P and the rain S the curves indicate 
their higher brightness temperatures in relation to the rest of 
the ambience. 

FIG. 3c presents an operational block diagram of the 
radiometric scanner. The radiometric receiver 12 obtains a 
received noise effect from the antenna 1. The receiver output 
is connected to the data processing/processing/display unit 
18, Which also controls the aZimuth drive 15 and the 
elevation drive 13 through the antenna control unit 30. The 
data processing/processing/display unit 18 receives the 
antenna position data from the aZimuth angle detector 16 
and the elevation angle detector 14 through the antenna 
control unit. 

During operation the voltage V0,” value obtained from the 
radiometer output is recorded as a function of the aZimuth 
and elevation angle and the time V0m(AZ,El,t). The voltage 
is proportional to the system noise temperature TSYS(AZ,EI, 
t). When the radiometric receiver’s oWn noise temperature 
TR is knoWn, the radiometric antenna noise temperature TA 
can be calculated 

At clear sky in the elevation scanning area, the radiomet 
ric antenna noise temperature changes as a function of the 
elevation angle starting at Zenith from smaller to bigger 
TA C,ea,Sky(El). When the antenna main beam is beloW the 
horiZon, the antenna brightness temperature is close to the 
physical temperature of the ground TA Ground. The magni 
tude of the antenna noise temperature caused by the clear 
sky in Zenith TA Zenith and to What level it rises When 
approaching the horiZon, depend on the medium frequency 
of the radiometric receiver and on the antenna side lobe 
properties. The antenna noise temperature is formed of the 
combined effects of ambience and the antenna properties 
(formula 1.6). The antenna noise temperature of a radiom 
eter monitoring the atmosphere from the ground in clear sky 
conditions is due to horiZon level and variations in ground 
radiation properties dependent on the antenna elevation 
angle and also on the aZimuth angle. 
The antenna noise temperature graph TA C,€arSky(AZ,El) 

obtained in clear sky conditions forms the basic reference of 
the scanning result analysis. 
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If, during elevation scanning the antenna beam hits a 
Water containing object, for example a cloud or a rain cell, 
the radiometer antenna noise temperature TA(AZ,El,t) rises 
compared to When the beam hits a clear sky area at the same 
aZimuth or elevation value. The increase in the antenna noise 
temperature is bigger the more Water is present in the main 
beam area When penetrating the atmosphere. 

The results can, for example be presented as a plane 
diagram (FIG. 4) using the clear sky scanning antenna noise 
temperature curve 

TA Clearsky (AZ,El) as reference level and by producing an 
output from the scanned area of the noise temperature 
difference 

TA Dl?(AZ,El,I) observed by the radiometer antenna as a 
function of time 

TA Dijff(AzyEly 0:134 (AZYEZY t)_TA ClearS/cy(AZYEl)' 

The plane diagram changing by time provides antenna 
noise temperatures Which deviate from the clear sky 
conditions, caused merely by Water at the microWave region 
10 . . . 30 GHZ. The deviations illustrate either rain S or 

cloud P, that is, Weather changes in relation to clear sky. Sun 
is a strong noise source clearly visible in the radiometer 
antenna noise temperature even at beam Widths over ten 
degrees. The time and place for the presence of the sun are 
predictable and can if so desired be excluded from the 
output. 
When the antenna main beam Width is about one degree 

or more, the moon, the solar system planets, radio galaxies 
and other spatial radio sources cause an insigni?cant change 
in the antenna noise temperature. The cosmic background 
noise is independent of direction and does thus not affect the 
relative values; it is contained in the basic reference. 

Strong radio transmitters at the frequency used by the 
radiometer, and in visual communication With it, appear as 
dotted noise sources. If their location is knoWn, they can be 
excluded from the output. 

Outdoor measurement provides a better knoWledge of the 
ground brightness temperature thus enabling the calibration 
of the measuring results and the clear sky reference level at 
an absolute scale. At big elevations (>30° C.) the rain-fall 
(mm/h) can be estimated based on knoWn properties and the 
above mentioned calibration data. The effective path length 
of rain as function of elevation at different rain forces are 
knoWn. When the rain cell brightness temperature and the 
measurement elevation angle are knoWn, an estimate can be 
calculated for the rain force of the rain cell in question. 

The radiometric scanners can be linked into operational 
netWorks (FIG. 5a). When the locations of the scanners in 
relation to each other are knoWn, the objects causing atmo 
spheric brightness temperature changes can be spatially 
delimited using the antenna noise temperature data gathered. 
With the output ?gure (FIG. 5b) the location, shape, struc 
ture and movement of the clouds and rain cells can be 
observed more in detail than With one scanner. 

The radiometric scanner parameters, namely antenna 
noise temperature, medium frequency, bandWidth, integra 
tion time and sensitivity matching are beloW presented using 
examples. The sensitivity of the radiometric receiver has to 
be suf?cient to observe Weak objects, for example to dis 
tinguish a thin cloud at a short effective path, in the Zenith 
direction. 
A cloud penetrated by the radiometer beam at the length 

of 1 km (effective path length) and Which contains Water 1 
g/m3, causes a brightness temperature change of approx. 0,7 
K at 12 GHZ frequency When received by the radiometer 
antenna beam. For the mentioned cloud to cause a measur 
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8 
able change in the radiometer system noise temperature, the 
sensitivity of the radiometer has to be 0,2 K or more. For 
example, With radio parameters such as: bandWidth 500 
MHZ, integration time 4 ms, ampli?cation variation 5x10“4 
and system noise temperature 200 K, a sensitivity of 0,17 K 
is obtained. 
The clear sky noise temperature of the antenna should 

also at small elevation angles be considerably beloW the 
physical temperature of the atmospheric Water (approx. 290 
K), to provide a large scanner range. The antenna noise 
temperature depends on the elevation angle, the radiometer 
frequency and the antenna side lobe properties. At the 
absorption resonance spectral peak frequency of the Water 
molecule (22.3 GHZ) and an elevation angle of 00 (FIG. 6a), 
the clear sky brightness temperature is 290 K at an absolute 
humidity of 7,5 g/m3. As the brightness temperatures caused 
by clouds and rain cells are at maximum close to the 
physical temperature (approx. 290 K) of rain, the change 
caused by the rain in the sky brightness temperature cannot 
be observed at 22 GHZ frequency at 0°-elevation. 
A rain cell With a diameter (effective path length) of 3 km 

and a rainfall of 25 mm/h causes an increase in the clear sky 
brightness temperature of approx. 100 K at 10 GHZ and 
approx. 190 K at 15 GHZ frequency. The observation of this 
from the horiZon by its Whole dynamics requires a sky 
brightness temperature of beloW 190 K (10 GHZ) or beloW 
100 K (15 GHZ). 
On the horiZon the clear sky brightness temperature at 10 

GHZ is approx. 130 K (<190 K) and at 15 GHZ approx. 200 
K (>100 Iteration gives With a 100 K dynamic require 
ment a scanner upper frequency limit of approx. 12.5 GHZ 
on the horiZon. 
Due to the earth curvature distant loW objects stay beyond 

the horiZon; objects visible on the horiZon level from a 
distance of 100 km are approx. 800 m above the ground. As 
Water containing clouds and rains occur at a height of 0 . . . 

4 km, part of the objects remains beyond the horiZon at 
distances over 100 km. A 4 km high rain cell at a distance 
of 100 km is visible at the 0°—1.8° elevation. 
The sky brightness temperature at one degree elevation is 

several Kelvins loWer than on the horiZon. On the other 
hand, due to side lobe properties the antenna noise tempera 
ture is several tens of Kelvins higher than the sky brightness 
temperature at the same elevation, provided that the antenna 
main beam is fully above the horiZon. The dynamic require 
ments cause the facts presented above to cancel each other 
out. Variation in the absolute humidity of air from ‘normal’ 
7.5 g/m3 can change the sky brightness temperature several 
tens of Kelvins. This is seen as the dynamic area variation. 
The inspection above provides an upper limit for the 

radiometric scanner frequency of 12.5 GHZ at a linear range 
of 100 km. The radiometer frequency range should provide 
the biggest possible change area (dynamics) due to atmo 
spheric Water quantity changes. When moving from the 
scanner upper frequency limits to loWer frequencies, the 
dynamic range is restricted by the sensitivity relation of the 
radiometer to the small sky brightness temperature increase 
caused by Weak objects. The frequency band used by the 
radiometric scanner should therefore be close to the upper 
frequency limit, betWeen 11—12.5 GHZ. 
The radiometer integration time has to be short in order to 

provide a suf?cient angular speed of the scanner to produce 
a dynamic brightness temperature picture. Assuming that the 
scanner produces an output of the ?rmament four times an 
hour in order to obtain a realtime-picture, the elevation 
scanning speed has to be approx. 20°. . . 50° per second at 
the beam Width of tWo degrees, depending on the aZimuth 
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transition between the elevation scannings. At a speed of 50° 
per second the beam moves tWo degrees in 40 ms. If the 
beam Width is also in the range of 2° , the integration time 
must be considerably shorter than the transition time in the 
range of approx. 4 ms. 

The antenna beam Width should be as small as possible, 
in order to obtain a resolution and a small minimum eleva 
tion angle. The antenna beam Width is inversely proportional 
to the diameter of the antenna. The bigger antenna, the 
narroWer beam, the better resolution and smaller minimum 
elevation angle (prior to the main beam hitting the ground). 
If, on the other hand, the ?rmament scanning is to be made 
With a narroW-beam antenna in the same time as With a 

Wide-beam antenna, the angular speed has to be increased. 
The angular speed increase leads to a shortening of the 
integration time causing a Weakening in the radiometer 
sensitivity. 

In order to achieve a quick picture update of the atmo 
spheric cloud and rain cell changes and in relation to the 
scanner range to observe Weak objects With a suf?cient 
sensitivity, a minimum limit-value of the antenna beam 
Width of approx. 2° is obtained, Which corresponds to an 
antenna diameter of 1 m at 12 GHZ frequency. 

The observation of a rain cell having a diameter of 3 km 
at a distance of 100 km at full dynamics requires the ?lling 
of the antenna beam With the object in question. This is 
realiZed at 12 GHZ With an antenna having a diameter of 
approx. 1 m. 

The frequency band used by the radiometer should be free 
of strong radio transmissions. The frequency band 
11.00—12.75 GHZ is generally reserved for the doWnlink of 
geostationary satellites. These signals have a Weak effect and 
the locations of the transmitters can be identi?ed. 

Local Weather condition, namely the occurrence of clouds 
and rain cells, their movements and changes can, for 
example, be observed With the device and method according 
to the invention (a radiometric scanner). The location of the 
clouds and the rain cells and a more accurate de?nition of 
their shapes is obtained With a netWork formed of several 
scanners. This almost realtime and locally accurate Weather 
condition information can be utiliZed in addition to Weather 
forecasts, for example in agriculture, hydrology, pollution 
fallout location, traf?c (air, land, sea) and in electromagnetic 
transmission attenuation forecasts (links and satellites). 

One embodiment of the method according to the inven 
tion and the total output radiometer adapted thereto is the 
rain detector. The heating system 40 control of the satellite 
earth station antenna 41 is one example of the detector 
operation (FIG. 7). 
A radiometer 12 furnished With a horn antenna is placed 

so that the radiometer antenna beam re?ects from the earth 
station antenna 41 re?ector 42 to the sky. In clear sky 
conditions the radiometer antenna noise temperature is 
TAnt(ClearSky)' 

If the radiometer antenna at the sky hits a cloud P or rain 
cell S or if Wet snoW L has gathered on the antenna surface, 
these cause an increase in the radiometer antenna noise 

temperature TAnt<Rain> in relation to clear sky condition. 
When the difference 

TAnt(Di?)=TAnt(Rain)_TAnt(ClearSky) 

exceeds the set threshold value TAmahreshold), the heating 
system is controlled into operation. The method is for the 
satellite earth station operation a direct measurement of the 
increase in the received signal noise level and the attenua 
tion of the receiving and transmission properties of the 
antenna caused by rain and snoW gathered on the antenna 
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surface. The radiometer beam Width is in this application in 
the category of ten or tens of degrees. Due to ?xed alignment 
and the sloW change rate of the observed phenomenon, the 
integration time can be several seconds. In order to be 
insensible to fouling and moisture gathered on the detector 
surface, its frequency should be loW. On the other hand in 
order to have a suf?cient sensitivity for observing Water the 
frequency and band used should be high. 

These mentioned conditions result in operational fre 
quency limits of 10—13 GHZ. 
The detector according to the invention can also be used 

so that the radiometer main beam sees the object giving the 
reference level directly or via the conductive surface. The 
liquid substance or object moving to or gathered in the 
radiometer beam region causes the radiometric antenna 
noise temperature change. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A method for indicating Water content change through 

observing noise temperature changes, comprising the steps 
of: 

receiving continuously electromagnetic microWave radia 
tion With a receiver at a medium frequency beloW a 
loWest absorption resonance of Water molecules; 

setting at least one noise temperature value as a reference 
level; and 

comparing the noise temperature changes With the refer 
ence level. 

2. The method according to claim 1, further comprising 
the step of: 

generating output signals as responses to the received 
radiation at said medium frequency, said output signals 
representing the noise temperature values of an antenna 
of the receiver at certain elevation and aZimuth angles. 

3. The method according to claim 2, further comprising 
the step of: 

sWeeping different elevation and aZimuth angles With a 
virtual beam in a main axis of the antenna, the noise 
temperature values changing With respect to the refer 
ence value determined in clear sky conditions along 
With the moving of the antenna. 

4. The method according to claim 3, further comprising 
the steps of: 

controlling the antenna With an antenna control unit, said 
control unit receiving signals from a data processing/ 
display unit Which receives antenna signals from a 
radiometer; 

transmitting signals to said data processing/display unit; 
transmitting an aZimuth control signal to an aZimuth drive 

for controlling the antenna; 
receiving an aZimuth angle signal from an aZimuth angle 

detector; 
transmitting an elevation control signal to an elevation 

drive for controlling the antenna; and 
receiving an elevation angle signal from an elevation 

angle detector. 
5. The method according to claim 4, further comprising 

the step of: 
forming a netWork of antennas and radiometers by posi 

tioning them spaced apart so that same atmospheric 
regions are scanned by more than one antenna in at 
least some areas. 

6. The method according to claim 1, further comprising 
the steps of: 

receiving a high frequency noise signal and mixing it With 
a local oscillator signal resulting in a loWer, medium 
frequency noise signal; 
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limiting the bandwidth of the medium frequency noise 
signal by means of a band ?lter; 

amplifying, indicating and integrating the medium fre 
quency noise signal to determine an antenna noise 
temperature value of the radiometer at a microWave 
frequency region; 

comparing said antenna noise temperature value With an 
antenna noise temperature value obtained in clear sky 
conditions; and 

presenting Weather information derived from changes of 
the noise temperature value With respect to the refer 
ence level. 

7. The method according to claim 6, further comprising 
the step of: 

miXing the high frequency noise signal With the local 
oscillator signal resulting in medium frequency noise 
signal having a frequency of 10 to 15 GHZ, With the 
antenna noise temperature value being beloW 290 K at 
elevation angles smaller than 5°. 

8. The method according to claim 7, Wherein the inter 
mediate frequency noise signal has a frequency of 11 to 13 
GHZ. 

9. The method according to claim 8, Wherein the medium 
frequency noise signal has a frequency of 11 to 12.75 GHZ. 

10. The method according to claim 5, further comprising 
the step of: 

directing the antenna of the radiometer straight in a 
direction providing the reference level for the noise 
temperature value. 
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11. The method according to claim 5, further comprising 

the step of: 

directing the antenna of the radiometer via a conducting 
surface in a direction providing the reference level for 
the noise temperature value. 

12. The method according to claim 11, Wherein the 
conductive surface is the antenna, comprising the further 
steps of connecting a heating device to the antenna and 
heating the antenna based on a receipt of predetermined 
control signals from the radiometer. 

13. The method according to claim 1, Wherein the fre 
quency is loWer than 22 GHZ. 

14. The method according to claim 13, Wherein the 
frequency is considerably loWer than 22 GHZ. 

15. An apparatus for indicating Water content change, 
comprising: 

an antenna con?gured to receive a noise signal; 

a band ?lter connected to the antenna, the band ?lter 
limiting a bandWidth of the noise signal; 

an ampli?er con?gured to amplify the bandlimited noise 
signal; 

a detector coupled to an output of the ampli?er; 

a loW pass ?lter coupled to the detector and con?gured to 
?lter the noise signal received from the detector; and 

an output providing a voltage Which is proportional to the 
noise signal input to the detector. 

* * * * * 
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