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THERMAL TRANSFER MICR POINT-OF 
SALE PRINTER WITH BI-DIRECTIONAL 

CLUTCH 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to a point-of-sale (POS) 
transaction printer and, more particularly, to a point-of-sale 
transaction printer having a thermal printer for imprinting a 
check With MICR characters, Which are placed Within the 
amount ?eld of the check. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

In present day point-of-sale (POS) operations, the MICR 
indicia that are to appear on the check of a customer are 

added after the sale, and at a remote location (i.e., either at 
the bank or in a separate, back room, retail site). 

For the ?rst time, this invention seeks to eliminate the 
post-operative role of supplying the required MICR indicia 
on a check presented for POS payment at a retail establish 
ment. OWing to its neW function, machines noW being 
designed by the present assignee of this invention must be 
able to encode and read MICR characters located in one or 
more speci?c ?elds of the check (i.e., the amount ?eld) at the 
point-of-sale. 

In a MICR encoder of the inventive machine, the MICR 
characters must be printed at a precise distance to the right 
edge of the check in order to place the MICR in the proper 
?eld site. In order to accomplish this, an optical sensor is 
provided to detect the edge of the check and stage it at a 
knoWn location from the thermal, MICR print head. It then 
becomes an easy matter to advance the check by a stepper, 
drive and print motor a ?Xed number of step increments in 
order to start the printing sequence. 

Because a typical POS transaction printer must perform 
multiple printing, endorsing and, in the inventive printer, 
encoding operations, the check must often be moved back 
and forth (i.e., in and out of the printer) multiple times. In 
some cases the check must be “?ipped” over so that printing 
may be performed on both its front and rear faces. Atypical 
POS printer has a paper path With numerous potential 
obstacles Which may cause paper jamming. It is important 
that any mechanical component not involved in the opera 
tion being performed at the moment be WithdraWn from the 
paper path to minimiZe such jamming potential. Prior art 
mechanisms to WithdraW print heads, platens and the like 
have relied either on complex mechanical arrangements 
driven by multiple motors or on electrical solenoids. In 
contradistinction, the MICR encoding station of the POS 
transaction printer of the present invention relies on a single 
stepper motor coupled to a unique cam and clutch mecha 
nism to accomplish these tasks reliably in a very small 
volume of space. In addition, the inventive mechanism may 
be implemented at loW cost With a minimum number of 
mechanical components. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

In accordance With the present invention, there is pro 
vided a POS transaction printer having facilities for encod 
ing and subsequently reading MICR indicia upon a check 
presented for payment at a point-of-sale. The MICR 
encoding/reading sub-system comprises a presenting Zone, 
at Which the check is presented to the machine With a 
speci?c facial orientation. The check is fed into the machine 
by a pair of drive rollers. The check passes an encoding 
MICR read head and printing Zone. A re?ective optical 
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sensor disposed at the presenting Zone stages the check for 
various positions With respect to MICR printing and reading. 
As the check is fed backWardly toWards the presenting Zone, 
the leading edge of the check is sensed by the optical sensor. 
The sensor generates a signal in response to the sensing of 
the lead edge. This signal is sent to the drive rollers, 
instructing them to stop feeding the check. The check is noW 
positioned for printing (encoding) the MICR characters in 
the amount ?eld of the check. The single-motor mechanism 
performs all necessary movements of the check as Well as 
the thermal print head, platen and MICR read head pressure 
pad. After the MICR indicia have been encoded by a thermal 
transfer printer, the drive rollers again clamp and grip the 
check, and the check is driven past a read head of the check 
processing machine. The edge of the check is again sensed 
by the optical sensor, Which sends a signal to stop the drive 
rollers. The MICR indicia are then read by the read head. 
After reading and verifying the MICR characters, the check 
is driven out of the check processing machine and presented 
to the operator. The drive rollers are then opened to alloW the 
operator to remove the check. 

Novel to the thermal transfer printer of the check pro 
cessing machine is a bi-directional clutch, Which provides 
proper sequencing of indicia printing and reading. The 
bi-directional clutch comprises an internal paWl that engages 
a detent notch in a cam that raises and loWers a platen lift 
arm controlling the print platen, as the check is positioned 
for MICR imprinting and reading operations. 

It is an object of this invention to provide a check 
processing machine for encoding and verifying MICR indi 
cia on a check at a point-of-sale. 

It is another object of the invention to provide an 
improved check processing machine Wherein a check is 
imprinted With MICR indicia in the amount ?eld of the 
check at the point-of-sale. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Acomplete understanding of the present invention may be 
obtained by reference to the accompanying draWings, When 
considered in conjunction With the subsequent detailed 
description, in Which: 

FIG. 1 illustrates a schematic vieW of a check processing 
apparatus in a ?rst check handling position corresponding to 
the insertion of a check; 

FIG. 2 depicts a schematic vieW of a check processing 
apparatus in a second check handling position corresponding 
to the MICR encoding of indicia thereupon; 

FIG. 3 shoWs a schematic vieW of a check processing 
apparatus in a third check handling position corresponding 
to reading of the imprinted MICR characters on the check; 

FIGS. 4a and 4b illustrate respective front cut-aWay and 
side vieWs of a bi-directional clutch for driving the platen 
and print head arm lift cam shoWn in FIGS. 1 through 3; and 

FIG. 5 depicts a perspective, exploded vieW of the check 
processing apparatus shoWn schematically in FIGS. 1 
through 3, and including the bi-directional clutch illustrated 
in cut-aWay in FIGS. 4a and 4b. 

For purposes of clarity and brevity, like elements and 
components Will bear the same designation and numbering 
throughout the ?gures. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

Generally speaking, the invention features a point-of-sale 
transaction printer that encodes and reads MICR indicia. A 
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single stepper motor in cooperation With a novel, 
bi-directional clutch both provides movement for the check 
during the encoding operation as Well as movement of the 
read head pressure pad, drive roller and other components. 

Referring to FIG. 1, a check processing apparatus 10 is 
shoWn. A check (not shoWn) is inserted into the check 
processing apparatus 10 at point AWith a face doWn orien 
tation. The check is fed into the apparatus 10, along the 
check feed path 11. The apparatus 10 is designed to encode 
the check With MICR indicia at the point-of-sale. To provide 
the MICR characters a MICR encoder print head 16, and a 
MICR verifying reader 19, are disposed along feed path 11. 
A pressure pad 20 is located above the MICR read head 

19. This pressure pad presses the check, or other printed 
media, against the read head 19 to ensure good contact. A 
link 22 is connected to the pressure pad 20 through a pivot 
pin 21. A slot 12 at the distal end of the link 22 causes the 
link to be guided by link pin 24, Which is ?xedly attached to 
the end of the print head arm 14. The print head arm 14 is 
biased upWardly (arroW 33, FIG. 2) via spring 18 that is 
anchored to the housing pin 26. The pin 24, Which rides in 
slot 12, is biased against the upper end of slot 12 by the 
tension spring 23 that is attached at its other end to pin 25. 
The spring 23 provides the contact force for pressure pad 20, 
as pin 24 moves aWay from pin 25 guided by the slot in link 
22. The check, or other media, is driven by feed rollers 27 
and 28, Which are part of the point-of-sale printer (not 
shoWn), Which is positioned to the rear of the check pro 
cessing apparatus 10. 
A re?ective optical sensor 29 disposed at point A, stages 

the check for the various positions of the MICR print 
mechanism. In the home position 1, shoWn in FIG. 1, the 
cam 6 holds the print head 16 aWay from the platen 30 by 
bearing against pin 15. Pressure pad 20 is also held aWay 
from the MICR read head 19 in the home position, as 
previously mentioned. Therefore, a check or other media can 
noW be inserted into the print Zone B of the check processing 
apparatus 10. Feed rollers 27 and 28, Which are normally 
separated, are noW clamped together to grip the inserted 
check and feed it into the main printer unit for validation of 
account information on the check. The feed rollers 27 and 28 
are rotated by a stepper motor (not shoWn). The check is 
driven back out (arroW 32) When the account validation 
operation is complete. The feed rollers 27 and 28 stop 
feeding the check When the lead edge of the check is 
detected by the re?ective optical sensor 29 at point A. The 
check is noW positioned for printing (encoding) of the MICR 
characters in the amount ?eld of the check. 

Referring to FIG. 2, the second position of the check 
processing apparatus 10 is illustrated. In this position, also 
knoWn as the MICR encode position, cam 6 rotates clock 
Wise (arroW 34), so that there is noW clearance betWeen the 
cam 6 and pin 15. This alloWs the print head 16 to press a 
print ribbon (not shoWn) and the check against platen 30. A 
detent spring 7 engages in a suitable notch 6B in the cam, to 
hold the cam position. The cam 6 and platen 30 are both 
rotatively ?xed upon the poWer input shaft 1. The cam 6 or 
platen 30 are selectively driven by the shaft 1, When the shaft 
1 rotates either clockWise (arroW 34) to drive cam 6, or 
counter-clockWise (arroW 36, FIG. 2) to drive the platen 30. 
This is accomplished by a bi-directional clutch mechanism 
50 disposed Within the cam 6, as explained hereinafter With 
reference to FIGS. 4a, 4b, and 5. Shaft 1 is driven in the 
counter-clockWise direction 36, in order to drive the platen 
30 in the same direction. The edge of the check is detected 
by the re?ective optical sensor 29 at point A. This commands 
the control electronics of the check processing apparatus 10 
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to start energiZing the heater elements on the print head 16, 
Which melts and transfers a Wax-based ink from the ribbon 
to the check, thereby forming the MICR characters. It should 
be noted that feed rollers 27 and 28 are disengaged (opened) 
before platen 30 starts rotating. Pressure pad 20 and MICR 
read head 19 are also held apart. 

Referring to FIG. 3, the third position of apparatus 10 is 
shoWn. In this position, the MICR indicia printed upon the 
check are read. Feed rollers 27 and 28 are clamped together 
and grip the check, after the MICR indicia has been printed. 
PoWer input shaft 1 rotates clockWise and drives the cam 6 
half-Way to its high point. In this position, there is clearance 
betWeen the print head 16 and platen 30, and also betWeen 
pressure pad 20 and the MICR read head 19. The check is 
then driven back out of the apparatus 10, Where it is detected 
by the re?ective optical sensor 29, Which stops the feed 
rollers 27 and 28. Shaft 1 continues rotating clockWise and 
drives cam 6 to its high point against pin 15, and stops. This 
alloWs pressure pad 20 to contact and press the check against 
the MICR read head 19. Feed rollers 27 and 28 then drive 
the check past the MICR read head 19, Which veri?es the 
printed MICR characters. Cam 6 is then rotated clockWise 
back to position 1, so that there is again clearance betWeen 
print head 16 and platen 30, and pressure pad 20 and the 
MICR read head 19. Feed rollers 27 and 28 then drive the 
check back out of the check processing apparatus 10, and 
present it to the operator. Feed rollers 27 and 28 open to 
alloW removal of the check. The mechanism is noW back at 
the home position (FIG. 1), and is noW ready for another 
point-of-sale transaction. 

It can be observed that the optical sensor 29 plays a very 
important role in the processing of MICR imprinting and 
reading. The amount ?eld must be precisely and accurately 
ascertained for both operations, and the sensing of the 
leading edge of the check precisely locates the amount ?eld 
upon the check being processed. It then becomes an easy 
matter to advance the check by a stepper drive and print 
motor a ?xed number of step increments in order to start the 
printing or read sequences. 
NoW referring to FIGS. 4a and 4b, respective frontal 

cut-aWay and side vieWs are shoWn of the bi-directional 
clutch 50, Which drives cam 6 and platen 30. A drive dog 2 
is ?xedly coupled to the input shaft 1 via set screWs 3. A 
drive paWl 4 is pivotally attached to the drive dog 2 via pivot 
pin 5. The paWl tooth 4a ramps aWay from the angular detent 
surface of notch 8a disposed in clutch surface 8 When the 
shaft 1 is rotated in the clockWise direction (arroW 34, FIG. 
2). The tooth 4a then engages in notch 6a disposed on cam 
6. The cam 6 is normally held in position by leaf spring 7, 
Which engages detent notch 6b. As the drive dog 2 continues 
to rotate in the clockWise direction (arroW 34), the detent 
force of leaf spring 7 is overcome, and the cam 6 rotates to 
the MICR encode position shoWn in FIG. 2. 
The paWl tooth 4b ramps aWay from the angular detent 

surface 6a in cam 6 When the shaft 1 rotates in the coun 
terclockWise direction (arroW 36, FIG. 2). The leaf spring 9, 
normally disposed in the detent 8b of the clutch surface 8, 
and Which holds same in position, is overcome by the 
counter-rotative force, alloWing the check processing appa 
ratus 10 to achieve the MICR read position, shoWn in FIG. 
3. The clutch 50 is driven by a stepper motor 40, the shaft 
1 of Which supports platen 30 via bearings 41, shoWn in FIG. 
4b. An arm 42 attached to shaft 1 passes through an optical 
sensor 43, as shoWn. The optical sensor 43 detects a home 
position of stepper motor 40, and hence the position of the 
cam 6. 

Referring to FIG. 5, an exploded, perspective vieW of the 
actual check imprinting module 10 is shoWn. A cassette 70 
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contains a roll 71 of thermal ribbon 72. The ribbon 72 is 
moved across the stage 73 of cassette 70, as the roll 71 is 
rotated by shaft 1. The ribbon 72 is at a level over the surface 
74. 

Since other modi?cations and changes varied to ?t par 
ticular operating requirements and environments Will be 
apparent to those skilled in the art, the invention is not 
considered limited to the eXample chosen for purposes of 
disclosure, and covers all changes and modi?cations Which 
do not constitute departures from the true spirit and scope of 
this invention. 

Having thus described the invention, What is desired to be 
protected by Letters Patent is presented in the subsequently 
appended claims. 

The present invention is particularly directed to use in a 
transaction printer Which Will employ varying features and 
functions, described in differing aspects, in any one or more 
of the folloWing group of copending patent applications, all 
?led concurrently on Aug. 7, 1998: AXI-126 to MartineZ et 
al for “COMPACT RIBBON CASSETTE”, Ser. No. 09/ 130, 
598; AXI-140 to Martinez for “RIBBON CASSETTE HAV 
ING END OF RIBBON SENSING”, Ser. No. 09/130,716; 
AXI-141 to RoWlands for “POINT-OF-SALE MICR 
PRINTING AND READING”, Ser. No. 09/130,811; AXI 
143 to Turner for “RIBBON CASSETTE FOR IMPACT 
PRINTER”, Ser. No. 09/130,699; AXI-145 to MartineZ et al 
for “COMPACT RIBBON CASSETTE WITH INTEGRAL 
FRICTION PLATE”, Ser. No. 09/131,189; AXI-146 to 
Martinez et al for “COMPACT RIBBON CASSETTE 
WITH MESHING GEAR POSITIVE DRIVE”, Ser. No. 
09/130,715; AXI-147 to MartineZ et al for “THERMAL 
TRANSFER MICR PRINTER”, Ser. No. 09/131,110; AXI 
148 to MartineZ et al for “THERMAL TRANSFER MICR 
PRINTER”, Ser. No. 09/131,112; AXI-149 to Walls et al for 
“CHECK PROCESSING”, Ser. No. 09/131,111; and AXI 
150 to MartineZ et al for “CHECK PROCESSING MICR 
PRINTER AND ENCODER”, Ser. No. 09/130,700. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A transaction printer for encoding and reading MICR 

indicia upon said check at a point-of-sale, said transaction 
printer comprising: 

means de?ning a check processing feed path; 
means disposed along said check processing feed path for 

feeding said check along said check processing feed 
path; 

a MICR encoding Zone disposed along said feed path, said 
MICR encoding Zone comprising a platen and a print 
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head for capturing a check therebetWeen, When brought 
into engagement With each other, in order to print 
MICR indicia upon said check; 

a read head disposed along said check processing feed 
path; 

a bi-directional clutch mechanism disposed proXimate 
said feed path for moving said print head into engage 
ment With the platen in said MICR encoding Zone; and 

drive means connected to said bi-directional clutch 
mechanism for driving said bi-directional clutch to 
engage said print head With said platen, and to engage 
said read head into a read position, Wherein said read 
head reads the MICR indicia printed upon said check. 

2. The transaction printer in accordance With claim 1, 
Wherein said drive means comprises a stepper motor. 

3. The transaction printer in accordance With claim 2, 
further comprising sensing means for determining a home 
position for said stepper motor. 

4. A check imprinting module for encoding and reading 
MICR indicia upon said check at a point-of-sale, said check 
imprinting module comprising: 
means de?ning a check processing feed path; 

means disposed along said check processing feed path for 
feeding said check along said feed path; 

a read head and a print head respectively disposed along 
said check processing feed path; and 

a check encoding Zone disposed along said feed path for 
imprinting indicia in an amount ?eld disposed upon 
said check, said check encoding Zone including a clutch 
for engaging said print head With said check to imprint 
MICR indicia in said amount ?eld, and for engaging 
said read head into a read position for reading the 
MICR indicia printed upon said check. 

5. The check imprinting module in accordance With claim 
5, further comprising drive means disposed along said check 
feed path and operatively connected to said clutch, for 
driving said clutch to engage said read head into a read 
position and said print head into a print position. 

6. The check imprinting module in accordance With claim 
5, Wherein said drive means comprises a stepper motor. 

7. The check imprinting module in accordance With claim 
6, further comprising sensing means for determining a home 
position for said stepper motor. 

* * * * * 


