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To all whom ¿t may concern.' 
Be it known that I, JOHN WHITAKER, a citi~ 

zen of the United States, residing at Schenec 
tady, in the county of Schenectady and State 
of New York, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Supports for Incan 
descent Electric Lights, of which the follow 
ing is a full and complete speciñcation, such 
as will enable those skilled in the art to which 
it appertains to make and use the same. 
This invention relates to supports for in 

candescent electric lights; and the object 
thereof is to provide an improved flexible de~ 
vice of this class which _is adapted to serve 
as a support for such lights in any position 
and which is particularly adapted for use in 
connection with what is known as an “ incan 
descent stand lamp or light.’7 
In the drawings forming part of this speci 

fication I have shown my invention applied 
to an incandescent stand lamp or light, and 
the invention is fully disclosed in the follow 
ing specification, of which the accompanying 
drawings form a part, in which the separate 
parts of my improvement are designated by 
the same numerals of reference in each of 
the views, and in which 
Figure l is a side View of my improved in 

candescent stand~lamp5 Fig. 2, a section of a 
part thereof; and Fig. 3, a view similar to a 
part of Fig. 1, showing a modification. 
In the practice of my invention, as shown 

in the drawings, I provide a base 5, which is 
preferably provided with an upwardly- di 
rected extension 6, and I also provide an or 
dinary incandescent electric -light bulb 7, 
which is provided with the usual head 8,which 
is provided with a tubular screw-threaded 
neck 9, in which is secured a detachable screw~ 
threaded tube 10, and my improved standard, 
holder, or support consists of a spring~coil11, 
which is preferably composed of closely 
wound or coiled wire of steel or similar ma 
terial and on which is mounted a plurality of 
separate sections 12. The opposite ends of 
the spring-coil 11 are rigidly secured in the 
base 6 and the tube 10, and the detachable 
sections l2 of the standard, holder, or sup 
port are preferably concavo-conveX in form 
and mounted on the spring-coil 11, preferably 
in the position shown in the drawings, in 

which the convex surfaces thereof are die 
rected upwardly. 
The separate sections 12 of the standard, 

holder, or support are held in close connec 
tion by the spring~coil 11, and it will be un 
derstood that said standard, holder, or sup 
port may be turned or twisted into any de` 
sired form, so as to hold theincandescent elec 
tric-light bulb in any desired position by sim 
ply turning said holder, standard, or support 
into the form or position desired, the friction 
between the separate sections 12 being such 
as to hold the incandescent electric-light bulb 
in an upwardly, laterally, or downwardly di 
rected position, as will be readilyunderstood. 
My invention is not limited to the exact 

form of the separate sections 12 of the stand 
ard, holder, or support herein described, the 
only object in this connection being to pro 
vide separate sections for this purpose which 
are adapted to move one upon another, as 
hereinbefore described, and which are held 
together by friction. 
The conductor-wires 18 and la are also pref 

erably passed through the standard, holder, 
or support, as shown in Fig. 2; but this ar 
rangement of said conductor-wires, although 
the one preferred, is not essential, as the same 
may be connected with the head of an elec 
tric-light bulb in any desired manner. 

It will also be apparent that the base 5 is 
not absolutely essential, as any other device 
suitable for this purpose may be employed, 
and the holder or support may be suspended 
from a ceiling' or connected with a wall, and 
other changes in and modifications of the con~ 
struction herein described may be made with 
out departing from the spirit of my invention 
or sacrificing its advantages. 
Any suitable means may be provided for 

increasing the friction between the separate 
sections 12 of the standard, holder, or sup 
port, and for this purpose a screw-threaded 
collar maybe mounted on the tube 10, .and it 
will thus be seen that I accomplish the object 
of my invention by means of a device which 
is simple in construction and comparatively 
inexpensive. 
The spring-coil11 is not an absolutely essen 

tial feature of my improvement, and in Fig. 

55 

65 

70 

75 

85 

90 

95 

IOO 

3 I have shown a modified form of construen » 



IO 

25 

30 

tion in which the separate sections 12 consist 
of the balls or spherical bodies 13 and 14, one of 
which is sin aller than the other and which are 
connected in line, and the larger ball or body 
is cut away at one side, asshown at 15, and is 
provided with a spherical cavity or recess 16, 
into which the smaller ball or body is adapted 
to be inserted, and the larger balls or bodies 
13 are composed of elastic material, and when 
the smaller balls or bodies 14 are inserted 
thereinto they are held therein by friction, 
this form of connection being what is known 
as an ordinary “ ball-and-socket” joint. The 
balls or bodies 13 and 14 of which the sepa 
rate sections 12 are composed are preferably 
in this form of construction formed integrally, 
and it will be apparent that any desired num 
ber of these sections may be connected, so as 
to make the standard, holder, or support as 
long as necessary. 
Having fully described my invention, I 

claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent 

1. A standard or support for incandescent 
electric lights, consisting of a base, a spring 
ccil secured thereto, an incandescent elec 
tric light provided with a tube which is de 
tachably connected therewith by means of a 
screw-thread, and with which said spring-coil 
is connected, and a plurality of separate fric 
tional sections mounted on said coil, substan 
tially as shown and described. 

'2 599,543 

2. A standard or support for incandescent 
electric lights, consisting of a base, a spring 
coil secured thereto, an incandescent elec 
tric light provided with a tube which is de 
tachably connected therewith by means of a 
screw-thread, and with which said spring 
coil is connected, and'a plurality of separate 
frictional sections mounted on said coil, and 
conductor-wires which are passed through 
said base, and said spring-coil, substantially 
as shown and described. 

3. A standard, holder or support for incan 
descent lights, comprising a base provided 
with a semispherical socket on the upper side 
thereof, a plurality of separate detachable 
sections each of which consists of a large and 
small spherical portion, the large spherical 
portion being provided with a semispherical 
socket, said sections being adapted to be held 
together by friction, and means to secure an 
incandescent light to the upper end thereof, 
substantially as and for the purpose de 
scribed. 
In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 

my invention I have signed my name, in pres 
ence of the subscribing witnesses, this 14th 
day of June, 1897. 

JOHN WHITAKER. 
Witnesses : 

EsToN SCHERMERHORN, 
J. WARD SCHERMERHORN. 
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