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To all whom it may concern. 
Be it known that I, FRANKLIN W. OEHRLE, 

a citizen of the United States, residing in the 
city and county of Philadelphia, in the State 
of Pennsylvania, have invented certain new 
and useful Improvements in Ornamental 
Ropes or Cords, of which the following is a 
speci?cation. ' , r - 

My invention relates to a class of'oruamen 
tal ropes or cords formed as to their exteriors 
of colored silk or other ornamental thread, 
and largely employed in the construction of 
portieres and in connection‘wit'h curtains. 

It is the object of my invention to produce 
an ornamental rope or cord of simple and in 
expensive construction but more ornamental 
in appearance than such devices as heretofore 
manufactured. ' 
In the accompanying drawings, I show and 

herein 1‘ describe good forms of convenient 
embodiments of my invention, the particular 
subject matter claimed as novel being here 
inafter de?nitely speci?ed. 

In the accompanying drawings, _ 
Figure 1 is aview‘in side elevation of a piece 

of ornamental rope or cord of a well known 
construction. ' 

Figure 2 is a view in side elevation of the 
cord represented in Figure 1,- as modi?ed to 
embody my invention. ‘ 
Figure 3 is a View in side elevation of a 

piece of ornamental rope differing slightly 
from the form shown in Figure 1, but similar 
to it in general construction. ‘ - 
Figure 4 is a View in side elevation of the 

ornamental cord of Figure 3 as modi?ed to 
embody my invention. . 
Figure 5 is a View in perspective of a modi 

?ed form of rope embodying my invention. 
Similar letters of reference indicate corre 

sponding parts. ' 
Referring ?rst to Figure l, A B are wires, 

or twines, formed of hemp or other strong 
non-yielding material. 
I The strands AB may each of course be com 
posed partly of wire and partly of ?brous ma 
terial, or one of said strands may be of Wire 

‘ and the other of ?brous material, or both of 
wire or both of ?brous material, as may be 
desired the object being to form a core for the 
ornamental rope or cord to be produced. 

_ Ornamental threads which may be of silk, 
linen, cotton, tinsel, or other material, or a ' 
combination of these materials or any of them, 
are worked up into a “loop” strand 0 con 
vVeniently by being coiled into the form of a 
tube of‘ very vconsiderable diameter,—-the 
threads being preferably placed so close to 
gether as to give said tubular coil a solid ap 
pearance or effect; 
To unite said tubular coil to the core, one 

of the strands A B extends through its hollow 
interior, as shown in Figures 1, 2, and 3, so 
that the wall of said coil is caught and tightly 
held between said strands A B, withthe re 
sult that the body of the coil extends later 
ally away from said strands. 
By reason of the strands A B being twisted 

upon each other, as shown clearly in Figure 1, 
the loop strand formed as a tubular coil is 
caused to assume the form of a continuous 
spiral, the e?ect of which is highly orna 
mental. 
' ‘The structure thus formed, however, is less 
ornamental than it would otherwise be, by 
reason of the exposure to view of one of the 
strands A B throughout the length of the 
rope, and further because said continuous 
spiral appears as a hollow or coreless' spiral 
or one not formed on a substantial core, and 
lacks the appearance of strength or dura 
bility. - 

. I overcome both these defects by providing 
an ornamental cord or group of cords or 
threads or tapeD,which Iwind about the struc 
ture shown in Figure 1, said threads or cords 
which I term the ?lling strand,passin g spirally 
about the core of said rope and between the 
spirals formed or described by the loop strand 
0, .with the result, as shown in Figure 2, that 
the core is ?lled out whereby the symmetry 
and the apparent strength of the completed 
cord’is increased, and the core strands com 
pletely concealed. 
Preferably the under face of the ?lling‘ 
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strand D or the exposed portion of the core ' 
strand A or B isprovided with an adhesive 
material so as to cause said ?lling strand D 
tomore ?rmly adhere in position. 
The ornamental cord or rope shown in Fig 

ure 3 differs from that shown in Figure 1 in 
that the loop strand 0 is discontinuous so to 

I00 



IO 

20 

25 

35 

2 ' ‘ 599,191 

speak, with the result that the structure as 
a whole has the appearance of being formed 
of portions of successively larger and smaller 
diameter. 
In the structure of Figure 3, the short pro 

jecting spirals formed by the loop strand 0 
diminish in diameter at the ends, and ?nally 
Vanish, the threads of which said loop strand 
0 is formed, being, in the portion of the .rope 
or cord between the sections of tubular coil, 
simply tightly wrapped around the strand A 
or B within it as the case may be. 
The ornamental ?lling strand D is coiled 

about the ornamental rope of the form shown 
in Figure 3, in the manner hereinbefore de 
scribed in connection with Figures 1 and 2, 
said ornamental ?lling strand D, when it 
reaches the extremities of the spiral project~ 
ing sections of the loop strand being wrapped 
about both core strands A and B, so closely 
as to completely conceal said strands. 

It will be understood that any desired num 
ber of strands A B may be employed to form 
the core, and that any desired number and 
character of threads maybe employed in the 
formation of the loop strand, and ?lling 
strand, without departure from the spirit of 
my invention. 

It is to be understood that the loop strand 
0 need not be bound to the core by the en-, 
gagement of one of the strands of the core 
within its hollow interior as shown in Figure 
1, inasmuch as resort may be had to the ex 
pedient, well known in the art, and illus 
trated in Figure 5, of con?ning said loop 
strand bodily between two of the strands of 
the core. 
The ornamental ?lling strand D may of 

course be formed as a single body, or of a 
series of threads, or of a chenille cord or, in 
fact, of any desired ornamental textile ma 
terial. ‘ 

When the loops are con?ned between the 

two strands in the manner shown in Figure 
5, the loops will project on both sides of the 
core, forming, so to speak, a double spiral, 
thus necessitating the employment of two 
?lling strands D to ?ll up the two independ 
ent spiral spaces on the surface of the cord 
or rope. 

It will be understood moreover, that the 
tubular coil 0 constitutes in effect a series of 
loops and it is obvious that said loops of or 
namental threads may be formed in arrange 
ments other than a tubular coil of the char 
acter illustrated. 
Having thus described my invention, I 

claim and desire to secure by Letters Pat 
ent— 

1. As an article of manufacture, an orna 
mental rope or cord composed of a core, con 
sisting of a plurality of strands twisted to 
gether, and a series of loops of ornamental. 
thread, engaged with the strands of the core, 
and spirally disposed with reference to the 
same, and an ornamental ?lling strand 
wound upon said core in the spiral space or 
spaces left between the projecting loops, sub 
stantially as set forth. 

2. As an article of manufacture, an orna 
mental rope or cord, composed of a core con 
sisting of a plurality of strands twisted to 
gether, a tubular coil of ornamental threads 
passing spirally about and bound to said core 
by the engagement of one of the core strands 
within its hollow interior,—and an ornamen 
tal ?lling strand wound upon said core in the 
space not occupied by the tubular coil, sub 
stantially as set forth.‘ ‘ 
In testimony that I claim the foregoingas 

my invention 1 have hereunto signed my name 
this 27th day of July, A. D. 1897. 

FRANKLIN W. OEl-IRLE. 
In presence of~— 

WM. E. OEHRLE, 
F. NORMAN DIXON. 
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