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WIRE MESH FILTER 

This is a continuation of Ser. No. 08/862,889, ?led on 
May 23, 1997, now US. Pat. No. 5,849,188, Which is a 
continuation of Ser. No. 08/647,094, ?led on May 9, 1996, 
noW abandoned, Which Was a continuation of Ser. No. 
08/418,954, ?led on Apr. 7, 1995, issued as 5,624,560, 
Which Was a continuation-in-part of Ser. No. 08/320,034, 
?led on Oct. 7, 1994, Which issued as US. Pat. No. 
5,642,781. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The ?eld of the invention is ?ltering ?uids as they are 
draWn from an oil or gas Well reservoir. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Oil and gas operators often drill Wells into unconsolidated 
sandstone reservoirs. To obtain high production rates from 
such reservoirs requires some means of ?ltering sand out of 
the ?uid as it is draWn from the reservoir. Operators have 
used screens and gravel packing to accomplish this ?ltering 
procedure. 

Screens may be used as ?lters by siZing the screen to 
block the How of particles larger than a given siZe. 
Traditionally, a sieve analysis is performed on the formation 
sand prior to completion of the Well and the formation sand 
particle siZe range is determined. A ?lter screen siZe is 
chosen Which Will block the largest ?fty percent of the 
formation sand particle siZes. 

HoWever, using ?lters of this siZe has several problems. 
First, the available in?oW area for these ?lters is typically 
only three to siX percent of the total ?lter surface area, Which 
greatly limits the maximum ?oW rate available from the 
Well. Second, screens used in these ?lters are typically 
square or rectangular grids, so that When a particle plugs a 
grid opening, the in?oW area of that opening is lost, further 
reducing the in?oW rate. This lack of alternative ?oW paths 
results in a ?lter Which plugs very quickly. Third, these 
?lters are subject to high erosion rates because the ?uid How 
is effectively straight through the ?lter material. 

One alternative siZing arrangement in these types of ?lters 
is to siZe the ?lter to block only the largest ten percent of the 
formation sand particle siZes. This siZing results in ?lter 
openings that are approximately tWice as large as those 
Which block the largest ?fty percent of particle siZes. This 
siZing technique helps to alleviate the rapid plugging prob 
lems of the smaller openings, but also results in much higher 
erosion rates. 

Gravel packing is accomplished by placing a screen or 
slotted liner in the Wellbore production Zone, then ?lling the 
annular area betWeen the screen or slotted liner and the 
formation With a specially siZed, highly permeable sand. The 
gravel pack sand is siZed so that it Will not How into the 
production equipment string. It also blocks the How of 
formation sand into the production equipment string. 
Although effective in reducing sand production, gravel 
packing can be time-consuming. It can also be dif?cult to 
accomplish in horiZontal Wells because of the plugging 
tendency of current ?lter screens. 

It is a goal of this invention to provide an economical ?lter 
that has an open ?oW area of greater than thirty percent of 
its total surface area. 

It is a further goal of this invention to provide a ?lter 
Which is damage resistant and Which has properties similar 
to API standards for tensile strength and collapse. 
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2 
It is another goal of this invention to provide a ?lter With 

high erosion resistance in both How and circulation condi 
tions. 

It is another goal of this invention to provide a ?lter Which 
is highly resistive to plugging by sand or other particulate 
matter. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

A ?lter is provided Which combines a Woven Wire mesh 
over a supporting body. The supporting body is typically a 
metal perforated tube Which provides ?uid communication 
betWeen the Well bore and the production equipment string. 
The Woven Wire mesh accomplishes four major goals. First, 
it acts as a ?lter to prevent the in?uX of sand particles. 
Second, it provides openings oriented at various angles 
relative to its surface, so that some area is available for ?uid 
entry even When particulate matter is lodged on the surface 
above an opening. Third, the mesh provides interior chan 
nels that alloW ?uid to travel from one location on the mesh 
surface to another location over an opening into the sup 
porting body. The second and third features increase the 
effective open surface area of the mesh to greater than thirty 
percent of its total surface, compared With typical ranges of 
three to siX percent for prior art Wire-Wrap ?lters. Fourth, the 
mesh does not provide “straight-through” openings, thus 
forcing the ?uid to make multiple turns to pass through the 
mesh. This characteristic dissipates the ?uid’s energy and 
increases the mesh’s erosion resistance. 

To further increase the erosion and collapse resistance of 
the mesh, a Wire-Wrap jacket may be positioned betWeen the 
mesh and the supporting body. This jacket Will support the 
mesh over the locations of the perforations in the supporting 
body, further increasing the damage resistance of the mesh 
by preventing Weak points Where there is no direct support 
and Where the ?uid How is highest. 
An outer basketWeave jacket may also be provided to both 

protect the mesh during insertion into the Wellbore and to 
force the ?uid through additional turns, further dissipating 
the How energy and increasing the erosion resistance of the 
?lter. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a partially cutaWay side vieW of one embodiment 
of the Wire mesh ?ltration system. 

FIG. 2A is one embodiment of the Wire-Wrap inner jacket. 
FIG. 2B is a cross-sectional vieW of the Wire-Wrap inner 

jacket depicted in FIG. 2A. 
FIG. 3A is a cross-sectional vieW of one embodiment of 

the Woven Wire mesh layer. 
FIG. 3B is a top vieW of the embodiment of the Woven 

Wire mesh layer depicted in FIG. 3A. 
FIG. 3C is a side vieW of the embodiment of the Woven 

Wire mesh layer depicted in FIG. 3A. 
FIG. 4A is a cross-sectional vieW of a prior art square Wire 

mesh cloth. 
FIG. 4B is a top vieW of the prior art square Wire mesh 

cloth depicted in FIG. 4A. 
FIG. 5A is one embodiment of the outer protective jacket. 
FIG. 5B is a cross-sectional vieW of the embodiment of 

the outer protective jacket depicted in FIG. 5A. 
FIG. 6 is a graphical representation of a comparison of 74 

micron/200 mesh square Wire cloth to 80 micron/250 mesh 
tWilled Dutch Weave, using 300 ppm SAE course test dust. 

FIG. 7 is a graphical representation of a comparison of 
104 micron/150 mesh square Wire cloth to 110 micron/200 
mesh tWilled Dutch Weave, using 300 ppm SAE course test 
dust. 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

Referring to FIG. 1, one embodiment of the Wire mesh 
?lter is shown. The Wire mesh ?ltration system comprises a 
supporting body 10, such as a typical perforated pipe, a 
Wire-Wrap inner jacket 12, a Woven Wire mesh layer 14, and 
a protective jacket, such as basketWeave jacket 16. The 
Wire-Wrap inner jacket 12 forms a cylinder coaxial With and 
closely Wound about the supporting body 10. 

Referring to FIG. 2A—B, The Wire-Wrap inner jacket 12 is 
Wound so that there are gaps 18 betWeen the Windings 20 
through Which ?uid may ?oW. The siZe of the gaps 18 is 
essentially uniform. The Wire-Wrap inner jacket 12 is pref 
erably made of round Wire so that the openings betWeen the 
Windings 20 have mouths 22 that are larger than the gaps 18. 

Referring again to FIG. 1, the Woven Wire mesh layer 14 
is ?tted over and in mechanical contact With the Wire-Wrap 
inner jacket 12. Referring to FIGS. 3A—C, a tWilled Dutch 
Weave Woven Wire mesh, preferred for use as the Woven 
Wire mesh layer 14, is shoWn. As shoWn in FIG. 1, placing 
the Woven Wire mesh layer 14 over the Wire-Wrap inner 
jacket 12 alloWs the Wire-Wrap inner jacket 12 to support the 
Woven Wire mesh layer 14 in the areas over the perforation 
holes 11 in the supporting body 10, thereby improving the 
damage resistance of the Woven Wire mesh layer 14 against 
erosion and collapse. 

Referring again to FIGS. 3A—C, ?uid may ?oW from the 
outer surface 24 of the Woven Wire mesh layer 14 to the inner 
surface 26 of the Woven Wire mesh layer 14 only by ?oWing 
in a path such as How path 28 that is not perpendicular to the 
outer surface 24 or the inner surface 26. Therefore, the 
tWilled Dutch Weave is plug-resistant because a particle 30 
Which becomes lodged on the outer surface 24 Will not 
prevent ?oW around the particle into ?oW path 28. This 
feature alloWs ?ne ?ltering of the ?uid While retaining a 
large effective open area in the ?lter. 
By contrast, a standard square mesh Wire cloth is shoWn 

in FIGS. 4A—B. The square mesh has openings 32 that Will 
trap particles 34 positioned so that there Will be no How 
through a plugged opening. Once an opening in a square 
Wire mesh is plugged in this fashion, the available total 
available ?lter area is reduced by the siZe of the plugged 
opening. As With any siZed opening, particles smaller than 
the opening siZe (“?ne particles”) Will normally pass 
through the mesh. HoWever, in the case of a square mesh 
With a large particle blocking a mesh opening, the ?ne 
particles are unable to reach the opening and, as more of the 
mesh openings are blocked by large particles, the ?ne and 
large particles Will build up on the surface of the mesh 
forming a “cake.” The ?ne particles can ?ll the spaces in 
betWeen the larger particles, so that the cake Will have loW 
porosity and How Will be blocked. 

The alternate ?oW paths available to the tWilled Dutch 
Weave mesh help to abate this type of plugging, because 
even When large particles are lodged on the surface, ?ne 
particles can ?oW around the large particles and into the 
tWilled Dutch Weave mesh. Thus, the cake may tend to be 
constructed primarily of large particles and Will have high 
porosity, because the interstitial spaces betWeen the large 
particles can remain open. 

Referring again to FIGS. 3 A—C, the tWilled Dutch Weave 
mesh additionally creates ?oW channels 36 that are essen 
tially parallel to the inner surface 26. Thus, if part of the 
inner surface 26 is blocked, as, for example, by contact With 
one of the Windings 20 in the Wire-Wrap inner jacket 12 of 
FIGS. 2A—B, ?uid may travel along the How channels 36 to 
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a position Where the ?uid can ?oW out of the inner surface 
26. Therefore, it is preferred that the Woven Wire mesh layer 
14 is oriented so that its ?oW channels 36 are not parallel to 
the Windings 20 in the Wire-Wrap inner jacket 12, thus 
alloWing the How channels 36 to carry ?uid from a point 
Where How is blocked to a point Where the How may reach 
one of the gaps 18 in the Wire-Wrap inner jacket 12. Because 
of its abilities to alloW ?oW even With particles lodged on its 
surface and to provide ?oW channels Within the mesh, the 
tWilled Dutch Weave mesh of the present invention alloWs 
the ?lter to have an effective open surface area of greater 
than thirty percent of its total surface area. 

Referring again to FIG. 1, the basketWeave jacket 16 is 
concentric With the supporting body 10, the Wire-Wrap inner 
jacket 12, and the Woven Wire mesh layer 14. The bas 
ketWeave jacket 16 provides a shield to protect the Woven 
Wire mesh layer 14 during insertion of the ?lter doWnhole. 
Additionally, Referring to FIGS. 5A—B, the basketWeave 
jacket 16 alloWs ?uid to How through openings 37 into the 
annulus 38 betWeen the basketWeave jacket 16 and the 
Woven Wire mesh layer 14 only by making at least one turn 
in the How path 40. Therefore, the basketWeave jacket 16 
helps to dissipate the How energy, improving the erosion 
resistance of the ?lter. Redirecting the How in this manner 
may also alloW ?uid to sWeep across the surface of the 
Woven Wire mesh layer 14, thereby reducing the tendency of 
particle to become embedded on the outer surface 24 of the 
Woven Wire mesh layer 14 and possibly dislodging particle 
Which have lodged there. As depicted in FIG. 5A, the 
openings 37 in the basketWeave jacket 16 are preferably 
aligned substantially along the longitudinal axis of the Wire 
mesh ?lter, thereby reducing the likelihood of dirt accumu 
lation in the openings 37 during insertion into the Well-bore. 

To shoW the improved performance of the tWilled Dutch 
Weave mesh over standard square Wire mesh ?lters, tests 
Were run in a Hassler cell using 1.278 inch diameter ?lter 
samples. The tests used a How rate of 500 ml/min of 300 
ppm SAE Coarse Test Dust and Were terminated When the 
inlet pressure reached 100 psi. TWo such tests Were run: (I) 
comparing 74 micron square mesh Wire cloth to 80 micron 
tWilled Dutch Weave; and (II) comparing 104 micron square 
mesh Wire cloth to 110 micron tWilled Dutch Weave. 
Because the tWilled Dutch Weave does not provide an easily 
measurable square hole, the micron siZes of the tWilled 
Dutch Weave ?lters are approximate ratings. 
The test results are shoWn graphically beloW in FIGS. 6 

and 7, corresponding respectively to tests I—II. In both tests, 
the tWilled Dutch Weave outperformed the square mesh, not 
only resisting pressure increases (plugging) for longer 
periods, but shoWing a sloWer rate of pressure increase once 
plugging began, demonstrating the higher porosity of the 
cake on the tWilled Dutch Weave surface. Additionally, the 
pressure increase curve for the tWilled Dutch Weave exhibits 
jagged “steps,” exhibiting behavior consistent With ?ne 
particles being forced through and ?ushed out of the inter 
stitial spaces betWeen large particles in the accumulating 
cake by the building pressure. This effect is more pro 
nounced for the larger mesh (FIG. 7) than for the smaller 
mesh (FIG. 6), a result Which is consistent With the larger 
mesh’s ability to pass larger “?ne” particles and thereby 
break bigger “logjams” of particles. These tests demonstrate 
the superior quality of the tWilled Dutch Weave in these 
mesh siZes for ?lter applications of this type. 
Many modi?cations and variations may be made in the 

embodiments described herein and depicted in the accom 
panying draWings Without departing from the concept of the 
present invention. Accordingly, it is understood that the 
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embodiments described and illustrated herein are illustrative 
only and are not intended as a limitation upon the scope of 
this invention. 
We claim: 
1. A doWnhole ?lter apparatus, comprising: 
a supporting body; 
a porous element mounted to said body; 

a jacket mounted over said porous element, said jacket 
comprising a plurality of de?ned ?oWpaths beginning 
from openings de?ned in an outer face, said de?ned 
paths con?gured so that a substantial portion of the 
?uid ?oWing therethrough betWeen said outer face and 
an inner face on said jacket makes at least one turn of 
at least approximately 45° before passing through 
openings on said inner face and contacting said porous 
element, each ?oWpath extending from a said opening 
in said outer face and further comprises a plurality of 
structurally discrete paths extending from said opening 
in said outer face to a plurality of said openings in said 
inner face, Whereupon said jacket dissipates energy of 
the ?uid ?oWing therethrough to reduce erosion of said 
porous element. 

2. The apparatus of claim 1, Wherein: 
said jacket has no protrusions on said outer face thereof to 

alloW said jacket to facilitate placement of said ?lter 
apparatus doWnhole. 

3. Acombined ?lter assembly and covering, said covering 
comprising: 

a structure further comprising an inside and an outside 
face and de?ned ?oWpaths therein, said ?oWpaths 
having ends de?ned by an inlet opening on said outside 
face and an outlet opening on said inside face, each 
?oWpath extending from a said opening in said outside 
face and further comprises a plurality of structurally 
discrete paths extending from said opening in said 
outside face to a plurality of said openings in said inside 
face, said de?ned ?oWpaths reducing ?uid velocity and, 
by virtue of the shape of said ?oWpaths, reorienting the 
direction of substantially all the How through said inlet 
openings for the purpose of reducing erosion effects on 
said ?lter assembly. 

4. The combination of claim 3, Wherein: 
said de?ned ?oWpaths extend from an inlet to a plurality 

of outlets. 
5. The combination of claim 3, Wherein: 
said covering has no protrusions on said outer face 

thereof. 
6. The combination of claim 3, further comprising: 
said de?ned ?oWpath force the ?uid in each of them to 
make one turn before contacting said ?lter assembly. 

7. Acombined ?lter assembly and covering, said covering 
alloWing ?uid to pass therethrough Without any signi?cant 
?ltration for the purpose of protecting the ?lter assembly 
from erosion, said covering comprises: 

a structure further comprising an exterior portion de?ning 
a plurality of inlet openings thereon and an interior 
portion Which has a plurality of projections and a 
plurality of outlet openings such that de?ned ?oWpaths 
are formed betWeen said inlet and outlet openings 
Which turn the ?uid ?oWing therethrough at least once; 

each ?oWpath extending from a said opening in said 
exterior portion and further comprises a plurality of 
structurally discrete paths extending from said opening 
in said exterior portion to a plurality of said openings 
in said interior portion. 
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8. A doWnhole ?lter apparatus, comprising: 
a supporting body; 
a porous element mounted to said body; 

a jacket mounted over said porous element, said jacket 
comprising a plurality of de?ned ?oWpaths extending 
betWeen openings on an outside face and openings on 
an inside face, each ?oWpath extending from a said 
opening in said outside face and further comprises a 
plurality of structurally discrete paths extending from 
said opening in said outside face to a plurality of said 
openings in said inside face, said de?ned ?oWpaths 
con?gured so that all the ?uid ?oWing toWard said 
porous element makes at least one turn before contact 
ing said porous element, Whereupon said jacket dissi 
pates energy of the ?uid ?oWing therethrough to reduce 
erosion of said porous element; 

said jacket has no protrusions on said outer face thereof. 
9. A doWnhole ?lter apparatus, comprising: 
a supporting body; 
a porous element mounted to said body; 

a jacket mounted over said porous element, said jacket 
comprising a plurality of de?ned ?oWpaths an outer 
and an inner face and openings thereon, each ?oWpath 
extending from a said opening in said outer face and 
further comprises a plurality of structurally discrete 
paths extending from said opening in said outer face to 
a plurality of said openings in said inner face, each 
de?ned ?oWpath making at least one turn before exiting 
said jacket near said porous element, Whereupon said 
jacket dissipates energy of the ?uid ?oWing there 
through to reduce erosion of said porous element. 

10. The ?lter apparatus of claim 9, Wherein: 
said jacket has no protrusions on said outer face thereof. 
11. A ?lter apparatus, comprising: 
a perforated body; 
a ?lter screen mounted over said body; and 

a jacket having an inner and an outer face and openings 
thereon de?ning a plurality of ?oWpaths extending 
therebetWeen, each ?oWpath extending from a said 
opening in said outer face and further comprises a 
plurality of structurally discrete paths extending from 
said opening in said outer face to a plurality of said 
openings in said inner face, Whereupon ?uid passing 
through said jacket turns substantially 90° prior to exit 
through outlets for contact With said ?lter screen. 

12. A ?lter apparatus, comprising: 
a perforated body; 
a ?lter screen mounted over said body; and 

a jacket structure mounted over said ?lter screen and 
having an inner and outer face and openings thereon 
de?ning ?oWpaths, each ?oWpath extending from a 
said opening in said outer face and further comprises a 
plurality of structurally discrete paths extending from 
said opening in said outer face to a plurality of said 
openings in said inner face, said ?oWpaths turn incom 
ing ?uid substantially 90° before contact With said ?lter 
screen. 

13. The apparatus of claim 12, further comprising: 
a punch-in to create said substantially 90° turn. 
14. A ?lter apparatus for doWnhole use, comprising: 
a perforated body; 
a ?lter screen mounted over said body; 

a covering for said ?lter screen comprising inlets and 
outlets offset from said inlets on an inner and outer face 
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and further comprising ?oWpaths, each ?oWpath 
extends from a said opening in said outer face and 
further comprises a plurality of structurally discrete 
paths extending from said opening in said outer face to 
a plurality of said openings in said inner face, to direct 
the How therethrough. 

15. A doWnhole ?lter apparatus, comprising: 
a supporting body; 
a porous elernent mounted to said body; 

a jacket rnounted over said porous elernent, said jacket 
comprising a plurality of de?ned ?oWpaths beginning 
from openings de?ned in an outer face, said de?ned 
paths con?gured so that a substantial portion of the 
?uid ?oWing there-through betWeen said outer face and 
an inner face on said jacket rnakes at least one turn of 
at least approximately 45° before passing through 
openings on said inner face and contacting said porous 
elernent, Whereupon said jacket dissipates energy of the 
?uid ?oWing therethrough to reduce erosion of said 
porous element; and 

said porous elernent further comprises: 
a Woven Wire mesh layer mounted on said supporting 

body; 
said Woven Wire mesh layer comprising a Weave of Wires 
Which de?ne an inner and outer surface and a plurality 
of paths running betWeen said surfaces and generally 
parallel thereto; 

said Weave con?gured so that openings that begin at said 
outer surface are offset from outlets on said inside 
surface. 

16. A doWnhole ?lter apparatus, comprising: 
a supporting body; 
a Woven Wire mesh layer mounted on said supporting 

body; 
said Woven Wire mesh layer comprising a Weave of Wires 
Which de?ne an inner and outer surface and a plurality 
of paths running betWeen said surfaces and generally 
parallel thereto, With a ?rst set of inclined passages 
extending from the paths to the inner surfaces, and With 
a second set of inclined passages extending from the 
path to the outer surface; 

said Weave con?gured so that openings that begin at said 
outer surface are offset from outlets on said inside 

surface; 
a jacket over said Woven Wire mesh layer, having open 

ings thereon; 
said jacket comprises an inner surface and an outer 

surface, and Wherein said openings provide at least one 

10 

15 

25 

35 

45 

8 
?uid pathWay betWeen said outer surface of said jacket 
and said Woven Wire mesh layer such that ?uid ?oWing 
through said ?uid pathWay rnakes at least one change of 
How direction as it passes therethrough. 

17. A doWnhole ?lter apparatus, comprising: 
a supporting body; 
a porous elernent mounted to said body; 

a jacket rnounted over said porous elernent, said jacket 
comprising a plurality of de?ned ?oWpaths, each 
de?ned ?oWpath extending from an inlet opening and 
making at least one turn before exiting said jacket at on 
outlet opening near said porous elernent, Whereupon 
said jacket dissipates energy of the ?uid ?oWing there 
through to reduce erosion of said porous elernent; 

said porous elernent further comprises: 
a Woven Wire mesh layer mounted on said supporting 

body; 
said Woven Wire mesh layer comprising a Weave of Wires 

Which de?ne an inner and outer surface and a plurality 
of paths running betWeen said surfaces and generally 
parallel thereto; 

said Weave con?gured so that openings that begin at said 
outer surface are offset from outlets on said inside 
surface. 

18. A ?lter apparatus, comprising: 
a supporting body; 
a Woven Wire mesh layer mounted on said supporting 

body, said Woven Wire mesh layer further comprising 
an outer surface and an inner surface such that ?uid can 

?ow from said outer surface to said inner surface in a 
path Which is not substantially perpendicular to said 
outer surface or said inner surface; 

a jacket mounted on said Woven Wire mesh layer, said 
jacket further comprising a plurality of openings; 

Wherein said jacket comprises an inner surface and an 
outer surface, and Wherein said openings de?ne at least 
one ?uid pathWay betWeen said outer surface of said 
jacket and said Woven Wire mesh layer such that ?uid 
?oWing through said ?uid pathWay rnakes at least one 
change of How direction as it passes therethrough. 

19. The ?lter apparatus of claim 17, further comprising: 
a Wire-Wrap inner jacket mounted on said supporting body 

and placed betWeen said supporting body and said 
Woven Wire mesh layer. 
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