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METHOD FOR REGULATING THE RANGE 
OF THE HEADLIGHTS OF A VEHICLE 

ACCORDING TO THE LOAD 

BACKGROUND AND SUMMARY OF THE 
INVENTION 

The invention relates to a method for regulating the range 
of the headlights of a vehicle according to the load. 

Regulation such as referred to here includes not only a 
static adjustment of the headlight range corresponding to the 
load state of the vehicle (cargo in the trunk, number of 
passengers, etc.), but also to a dynamic form of regulation in 
Which the range is kept constant regardless of the pitching 
movements of the vehicle. 

Pitching of a vehicle around its transverse aXis is a 
function of (among other things) vehicle speed, and at high 
speed frequently results in the front end of the car moving 
upWard, With a corresponding change of the headlight range 
due to a corresponding reduction of the tilt of the headlights. 
Conversely, the tilt of the headlights is smaller at loWer 
speeds since the vehicle then does not align itself or at least 
does so to a lesser degree. The inclination of the vehicle in 
the lengthWise direction depends on its geometry and spring 
characteristics, and can also depend for eXample on the level 
of the fuel in the tank and the air pressure in the tires. 

In conventional automatic headlight range regulation 
systems, a sensor of some type determines the height of the 
vehicle body relative to the front and rear aXles for eXample. 
From the difference With respect to the required level, it 
generates a correction signal to adjust the tilt of the head 
lights in a knoWn manner for the purpose of keeping the 
headlight range constant. The term “headlight range” refers 
to the point Where the main beam of the headlights strikes 
the surface of the road. The range is determined for eXample 
by using a vertical Wall at a distance of about 10 meters in 
front of the vehicle. The main beam, assuming a headlight 
range of 50 meters, Will drop off by 1/5 to 4/5 of the height of 
the headlights. 

It is also knoWn to compensate for the acceleration 
dependent pitching movements of the vehicle that occur 
during acceleration and result in a corresponding change in 
the headlight range. All of these methods have in common 
the goal of achieving a constant headlight range of approXi 
mately 50 meters. 

The value of 50 meters, hoWever, is suf?cient at loW 
speeds. HoWever, at high speeds, it is simply insuf?cient 
because in the time required for a driver to react, the vehicle 
can travel a distance that is several times this value. 
Conversely, When the vehicle is standing still, a range of 50 
meters can be perceived by the driver as being too great. 

The object of the present invention is to provide a method 
of the type recited at the outset Which adjusts headlight range 
to the actual need of the driver. 

This object is achieved by the method according to the 
invention, in Which the headlight range is adjusted as a 
function of vehicle speed. That is, the headlight range is 
increased at higher speeds, so that the visual ?eld is 
expanded, While at loW speeds, hoWever, the headlight range 
remains at the usual value of 50 meters as described above. 
In this manner, it is possible to illuminate the highWay even 
With loW beams in such fashion that the requirements of 
persons driving in traf?c are taken into account. Of course 
blinding of oncoming traf?c is also avoided While increasing 
the headlight range. 

The change in headlight range can be continuous or in a 
more simpli?ed approach, by a stepWise adjustment. A 
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2 
speci?c vehicle speed is associated With each step, above 
and beloW Which the headlight range has de?ned values 
separated from one another by the step. The number of steps 
is arbitrary. It is possible for eXample to Work With only one 
step. HoWever it is equally possible to have a plurality of 
steps. 

Other objects, advantages and novel features of the 
present invention Will become apparent from the folloWing 
detailed description of the invention When considered in 
conjunction With the accompanying draWings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a schematic depiction of a headlight control 
arrangement for performing the method according to the 
invention. 

FIG. 2 is a graphic illustration of the manner of adjusting 
the headlight range of a vehicle as a function of vehicle 
speed according to the invention. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

Due to safety and comfort considerations, as Well as legal 
requirements, the headlight range of a motor vehicle is 
basically adjustable Within a certain range of tolerance. The 
invention utiliZes this tolerance range to perform a deliberate 
change in headlight range as a function of vehicle speed. A 
prerequisite of this, and a feature of an advantageous 
embodiment of the invention, is to perform the entire 
adjustment of the headlight range Within the tolerance range. 

FIG. 1 is a schematic illustration Which shoWs an eXample 
of an apparatus for performing the method according to the 
invention. It includes a headlight unit 1, Which is controlled 
by a headlight control unit 2 by adjusting the tilt of the 
headlights in the manner described previously. A speed 
sensor 3, Which may detect vehicle speed in a conventional 
manner, provides an input signal to the control unit 2 for 
regulation of the headlight range according to the invention. 
(The sensor 3 may be, for example, a speed sensor Which is 
otherWise already present on the vehicle as a part of a 
traction control system or ABS.) In addition, a sensor is 
provided to detect the road surface condition, and a signal is 
also input to the headlight control unit 2 from a suspension 
control unit 5. 

In FIG. 2 of the draWing, the dark columns form a bar 
graph Which illustrates the adjustment of the headlight range 
as a function of speed, in a total of 5 steps from 50 to 75 
meters, for representative speeds of 80, 100, 120, 140, 160, 
and 180 km/hour. The legally permitted tolerance range for 
a legally prescribed basic headlight setting of 55 meters is 
plotted as a gray column at the left edge of the graph. It 
comprises headlight ranges from 30 to 120 meters. The 
maXimum value for the headlight range (120 meters) is 
about 65 meters above the legally prescribed value of 55 
meters. For the assumed maXimum set value of the headlight 
range of 75 meters, taking this tolerance into account, a 
maXimum value for the headlight range is obtained that 
totals 140 (75+65) meters and still does not blind the 
oncoming traf?c. 

In the invention, the headlight range is adapted to the 
actual needs of the driver. That is, the headlight range is 
increased at higher speeds, so that an increase in the visual 
?eld is achieved. At loW speeds, the headlight range remains 
at the usual value of 50 meters as described above. In this 
manner, it is possible to achieve an illumination of the 
highWay, even With loW beams, that takes the needs of 
persons driving in traf?c into account, of course, blinding of 
oncoming traffic is avoided even When the headlight range 
is increased. 
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With a vehicle that is standing still or almost at rest (a 
speed of 2 km/hour or less, for example) on the other hand, 
the headlight range can be reduced to a value that is less than 
the legally prescribed basic setting of 55 meters. It can be 40 
meters, for example. As a rule, this value is sufficient to meet 
the visual needs of the driver and also offers the advantage 
of avoiding blinding other drivers or even the feeling of 
being blinded. 

In a preferred embodiment of the invention described in 
the folloWing, the goal is to avoid blinding oncoming traffic, 
even With the in?uence of factors that result from the 
interaction betWeen the highWay and the vehicle. This goal 
is achieved by taking into account the state and/or surface 
quality of the road being traveled. 

Although vehicles have a suspension comfort that is 
constantly being improved, the in?uence of rough and 
uneven highWays on the steering of the vehicle (and hence 
on its headlights) cannot be completely eliminated. As a 
result, an opposite effect is produced by the quality of the 
highWay during the logical and advantageous increase in 
headlight range at higher speeds. 

Accordingly, Within the scope of the invention, With a 
rough and/or corrugated surface of the road, the headlight 
range can be reduced relative to a smooth, ?at surface. This 
measure can be utiliZed even at loW speeds, at Which 
speed-dependent increase in the headlight range of the 
vehicle has not yet been performed. 

In addition, the suspension properties of the vehicle can 
also be taken into account. With the increasing use of 
regulated spring/shock absorber systems, it is possible, even 
With changing suspension characteristics of the vehicle, to 
set the headlight range to the maXimum possible value at all 
times. As a rule hoWever the value is above the basic value 
of 50 meters as given above. 

The information concerning the condition of the road can 
be obtained by means of Well knoWn conventional sensor 
arrangements, such as disclosed for eXample in German 
patent document DE 36 24 493A, provided for adjusting the 
suspension properties. This results in a reduction of the 
sensor elements required for Working the invention. HoW 
ever it is also possible to obtain information about the 
condition of the road from a separate system of sensors, such 
as disclosed for eXample in German patent document DE 
3738221 A or from other eXisting sensorics. This could 
include a conventional acceleration sensor such as is used to 
detect a collision, trigger an airbag or the like. Information 
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concerning vehicle acceleration can be obtained from con 
ventional acceleration sensors. German patent document 36 
24 496.B1, for example, discloses an acceleration sensor 
that is located in the vehicle suspension system. Any such 
sensing arrangement Would be suitable for this purpose 
hoWever. 

Although the invention has been described and illustrated 
in detail, it is to be clearly understood that the same is by 
Way of illustration and example, and is not to be taken by 
Way of limitation. The spirit and scope of the present 
invention are to be limited only by the terms of the appended 
claims. 

What is claimed is: 
1. In a method for regulating the headlight range of a 

motor vehicle as a function of the load, a method for taking 
into account vehicle speed and road condition, comprising: 

detecting speed of said motor vehicle; 
detecting a surface condition of a surface on Which the 

vehicle is operated; 
adjusting said headlight range as a function of said vehicle 

speed by increasing said headlight range at relatively 
higher vehicle speed and decreasing said headlight 
range at relatively loWer vehicle speed; and 

When the surface of the road is rough or uneven, reducing 
the headlight range relative to a value applied for a 
smooth, ?at surface. 

2. Method according to claim 1, Wherein a total range for 
headlight adjustment falls Within a tolerance range for the 
adjustment. 

3. Method according to claim 1, Wherein the headlight 
range adjustment is performed in accordance With discrete 
headlight range values associated With respective vehicle 
speed ranges. 

4. Method according to one of claim 1, Wherein the 
headlight range With the vehicle at rest is set to a value that 
is less than a value for a loW vehicle speed. 

5. Method according to claim 1, Wherein information 
about the condition of the road is obtained by means of 
sensors provided for adjusting suspension characteristics of 
the vehicle. 

6. Method according to claim 1, Wherein respective 
suspension characteristics of the vehicle are also taken into 
account. 


