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CONTROL DEVICE FOR AN 
ELECTROMECHANICAL CONTACTOR 
CIRCUIT BREAKER TYPE DEVICE WITH 

SEPARABLE POWER CONTACTS 

This invention relates to a control device for an electro 
mechanical contactor-circuit breaker type device With sepa 
rable power contacts comprising an electromagnet ?tted 
With a control coil for deliberately opening and closing the 
contacts, an electromagnet With a trip coil for opening 
contacts in the case of an electrical fault, and a poWer source 
for the coils. 

It is Well knoWn that an electromechanical contactor 
device requires a substantial current consumption When its 
control electromagnet has to close its contacts; hoWever, the 
current consumption may be minimiZed When the contacts 
remain in the closed state. 

It is also desirable that the poWer supply and control of 
the control coil and the trip coil of an electromechanical 
contactor-circuit breaker device should be as simple as 
possible. 

The purpose of the invention is to minimiZe the con 
sumption of a control device for an electromechanical 
contactor-circuit breaker device While simplifying the manu 
facture of this device. 

According to the invention, the deliberate control elec 
tromagnet is of the bistable type and the trip electromagnet 
is of the monostable type; an H-bridge of 2-Way sWitches is 
associated With the control coil and a trip sWitch is placed in 
series With the trip coil; the energy source for the closing 
control coil is an external voltage source, Whereas the energy 
source for the opening control coil and the trip coil consists 
of a capacitance mounted in parallel to the coils. 

Preferably, a control circuit acts ?rstly on the bridge 
tWo-Way sWitches to pass a sWitching current through the 
control coil in the forWard or reverse direction, and secondly 
on the trip sWitch as a function of the current measured by 
sensors associated With the control coil and the trip coil 
respectively. 

It is advantageous if the control circuit sequentially 
controls the tWo-Way sWitches and the trip sWitch, in order 
to discharge the capacitance into the trip coil in priority if 
there is a fault. 

In one embodiment With very good safety, a normal 
opening capacitance is installed in parallel With the control 
coil and its sWitches bridge, and an “open on fault” capaci 
tance is installed in parallel With the trip coil; the trip coil is 
connected ?rstly to the positive poles of the bridge and of the 
normal opening capacitance through a ?rst diode, and sec 
ondly to the positive pole of the “open on fault” capacitance 
through a second diode, the diodes being installed in oppo 
sition With the common point of their cathodes connected to 
the trip coil. 

Advantageously, current sensors are resistances con 

nected to the tWo-Way sWitch bridge and to the trip sWitch, 
so that only a single control circuit input is used. 

The description of a non-restrictive embodiment of the 
invention Will be given beloW With respect to the draWings 
in the appendix. 

FIG. 1 is a diagram of the control device according to the 
invention. 

FIG. 2 shoWs a variant embodiment of the device. 
FIG. 3 shoWs a detail of a variant. 
The device in FIG. 1 is designed to control an electro 

mechanical contactor-circuit breaker device With separable 
poWer contacts. To deliberately close and open the contacts, 
the device comprises a bistable type electromagnet E1 
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2 
equipped With a coil L1 and a mobile armature not shoWn, 
Which is held in the tWo stable end positions by permanent 
magnets; the device also comprises a monostable trip elec 
tromagnet E2, for Which coil L2 is shoWn and Which 
cooperates With an opening mechanism not shoWn, to 
quickly open contacts in the case of an electrical fault on at 
least one of the poWer lines controlled by the contacts. The 
electromagnet E1 is sWitched to one or the other of its stable 
states by current passing in either direction through coil L1. 

The control device 10 is poWered from an eXternal DC or 
recti?ed AC poWer supply source With voltage V through 
tWo conductors 1, 2 With high and loW potentials respec 
tively through an on/off sWitch IO With continuous control; 
there is a non-return diode D0 on the high conductor 1, and 
optionally (see FIG. 2) a voltage adaptation and consump 
tion limitation device 3; coils L1, L2 and a sWitching 
capacitance C1 are laid out in parallel betWeen conductors 1, 
2. Device 3 avoids current peaks and provides a minimum 
capacitance charging time. 

To control current circulation in coil L1, the device 
comprises an H bridge 11 of electronic sWitches associated 
With coil L1. it also comprises a control circuit 12 that is 
energiZed from voltage V and Which controls ?rstly sWitches 
T1—T4 in bridge 11, and secondly a sWitch T5 placed in 
series With coil L2. For eXample, sWitches T1—T4 may be 
transistors placed in series With the coil L1 such that a 
current from the voltage source passes through L1 through 
conductors 1, 2 in one direction When the transistors T1, T4 
are conducting and transistors T3, T2 are blocked, and in the 
other direction When T1, T4 are blocked and T3, T2 are 
conducting. Recovery diodes D1—D4 are associated With 
sWitches T1—T4 respectively, and sWitch T5 is associated 
With the recovery diode D5. The bridge 11 may be integrated 
in circuit 12. 
A current sensor 13 is provided to measure the current 

passing through the coil L1 of the bistable electromagnet. 
This sensor may be composed of a judiciously positioned 
resistance; thus the negative pole of bottom sWitches on 
bridge 11 may for eXample be connected to a terminal of 
resistance R1, and to an input 12c of control circuit 12, 
Whereas the other terminal of resistance R1 is connected to 
the negative pole of the poWer supply voltage and conse 
quently to the anodes of diodes D2, D4. A current sensor 14 
is placed in series With the trip coil L2; this coil may even 
be a resistance R2 measuring the current in the trip coil, this 
resistance being connected to an input to the control circuit 
12. 

The control circuit 12 is connected through a connection 
12a to the mid-point of a voltage divider R3, R4 placed 
betWeen conductors 1, 2, to immediately take account of the 
presence of a voltage above a certain threshold or a voltage 
drop beloW a certain threshold, and is poWered through a 
connection 12b by means of capacitance C2 located betWeen 
conductors 1, 2 and connected to conductor 1 through diode 
D7. The circuit 12 is connected through an input 12c to the 
current sensor 13, through an input 12d to the current sensor 
14 and through outputs 12e, 12f to control inputs of tran 
sistors T1—T4, and transistor T5 respectively. An additional 
connection 12g connected to the positive pole of bridge 11 
or capacitance C1 detects a charge in the capacitance. The 
control circuit may test the charging slope of capacitance C1 
to determine if it is operational. 

In the preferred embodiment shoWn in FIG. 3, the 
negative pole of the measurement resistance R1 is connected 
?rstly to the trip sWitch T5, and secondly to the negative 
conductor 2 through the measurement resistance R2; 
similarly, the link With input 12d of the control circuit 12 
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may be eliminated and all that is necessary is to use a single 
input 12c of the control circuit to enable detection of current 
passing in the tWo coils. 

The described device operates as folloWs. 
When the on/off sWitch I0 is closed at time an initial time 

the capacitance C1 charges starting from the external source 
A through a limiting resistance or another current limiting 
device speci?c to device 3, and the same occurs for C2; the 
control circuit 12 is activated at time a ?rst time When it 
observes that the potential betWeen A1 andA2 is greater than 
the initial determined threshold V1 and that C1 is charged. 
The control circuit then closes T1 and T4, and then carries 
our a controlled series of openings and closings of T1, to 
circulate the required energy in the forWards direction in coil 
L1 by means of current pulses; When T1 is closed, the 
current passes in T1, L1, T4 and R1; When T1 is open, the 
current passes through L1, T4, R1, D2. The discharge of Cl 
during T1 open phases does not affect C2 due to the presence 
of diode D7. At time a second time determined by circuit 12, 
circuit 12 puts transistors T1—T4 at rest; due to its bistable 
nature, the electromagnet remains in its closed state, and the 
poWer contacts remain closed, as long as the on/off sWitch 
IO remains closed. 

Since coil L1 does not need any hold current, it is only 
necessary to simply compensate losses and continue opera 
tion of the control circuit; if device 3 is provided, it limits the 
level of the poWer supply current. 

The poWer contacts can be opened deliberately by open 
ing the on/off sWitch IO at time a third time the control circuit 
12 detects When the poWer supply voltage drops beloW a 
threshold V3 on its connection 12a, While continuing to be 
poWered by capacitance C2. Circuit 12 opens sWitches T1 
and T4, and closes sWitches T2 and T3 continuously or in a 
modulated manner. The current output from capacitance C1 
thus passes through coil L1 in the reverse direction, the 
armature of coil L1 changes position and the result is that the 
poWer contacts are opened. The value of capacitance C1 is 
such that it discharges more quickly than C2 so that the 
control circuit remains operational until the contacts open. 
When the voltage drops once again beloW a minimum 
threshold V4, circuit 12 blocks sWitches T2 and T3 at time 
a fourth time. 

When an electrical fault such as an overcurrent is 
observed by a current sensor associated With the poWer 
circuit, the control circuit 12 receives a corresponding signal 
on its input 12c; consequently, it leaves sWitches T1—T4 at 
rest and makes transistor T5 conducting such that the current 
in capacitance C1 passes through coil L2 that activates the 
opening mechanism. Circuit 20 then makes transistors 
T2—T3 conducting to pass a current in coil L1 capable of 
putting the control electromagnet into a state con?rming that 
contacts are open; in this phase, transistor T5 may be 
blocked to check the discharge level of capacitance C1. The 
same opening sequence may be initiated in response to a 
lack of current in coil L1 folloWing closure of sWitch IO. 

In the embodiment shoWn in FIG. 2, the voltage V is 
applied ?rstly to the H bridge 10 and the capacitance C1 
through diode D6, and secondly to an additional capacitance 
C‘1 through a diode D6. Therefore capacitances C1 and C1 
are charged through the resistance of device 3 and through 
diodes D6 and D6 respectively. The positive terminals of 
capacitances C1, C1 are connected to the high terminal of 
the trip coil L2 through tWo diodes D8, D9 in opposition, in 
Which the common point of the cathodes is denoted by B1. 
The loW potential point of the opening branch L2, T5, R2 is 
denoted B2. The control circuit 12 is located betWeen B1 and 
B2. This device has the advantage that it can remedy the 
risks of a malfunction if there is a failure in either capaci 
tance. 
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Thus, When it is required to sWitch the device to open the 

contacts, if capacitance C1 is opened, the control circuit 12 
detects that there is no current in coil L1 and resistance R1, 
and consequently makes T5 conducting; capacitance C‘1 
discharges through diode D9 into the trip coil L2 to open the 
contacts. If the capacitance C1 is open and a fault (for 
eXample a short circuit) occurs in the poWer circuit, capaci 
tance C1 replaces C‘1 through diode D8 to poWer coil L2 and 
open the contacts. If the capacitance C‘1 goes into short 
circuit While the device is in operation, diode D8, D9 
mounted in opposition isolate the short circuited capacitance 
from capacitance C1 Which can then poWer coil L2 With the 
necessary poWer as soon as T5 closes. Note that the control 
circuit 12 connected to point B1 sees the largest of the 
voltages available on the terminals of C1 and C1. 
We claims: 
1. Control device for an electromechanical contactor 

circuit breaker device With separable poWer contacts com 
prising ?rstly an electromagnet equipped With a control coil 
for deliberately opening and closing contacts, and secondly 
an electromagnet With a trip coil that opens the contacts if a 
fault occurs, and an energy source for the coils, Wherein the 
control device is characteriZed in that: 

the deliberate control electromagnet is of the bistable type 
and the trip electromagnet is of the monostable type, 

a bridge of tWo-Way sWitches is associated With the 
control coil and a sWitch is placed in series With the trip 
coil, 

the energy source of the closing control coil is an eXternal 
voltage source, Whereas the energy source for the 
opening control coil and the trip coil consists of a 
capacitance installed in parallel With the control coil 
and the trip coil. 

2. Device according to claim 1, characteriZed in that: 

a control circuit acts ?rstly on the tWo-Way sWitches of the 
bridge to circulate a sWitching current in the control 
coil in either direction, and secondly a trip sWitch as a 
function of the current measured by sensors associated 
With the control coil and the trip coil respectively; 

the control circuit controls the tWo-Way sWitches and the 
trip sWitch sequentially, so that in the case of a fault, a 
priority discharge Will take place from capacitance into 
the trip coil. 

3. Device according to claim 1, characteriZed in that a 
normally opening capacitance is mounted in parallel to the 
control coil and to its bridge of tWo-Way sWitches, a fault 
opening capacitance is installed in parallel to the trip coil, 
the trip coil being connected ?rstly to the positive poles of 
the bridge and the normal opening capacitance through a 
?rst diode and secondly to the positive pole of the fault 
opening capacitance through a second diode, the diodes 
being mounted in opposition With the common point of their 
cathodes connected to the trip coil. 

4. Device according to claim 1, characteriZed in that the 
current sensors are laid out as a resistance bridge connected 

?rstly to the tWo-Way sWitches bridge and to the trip sWitch, 
and secondly to a single input of the control circuit. 

5. Device according to claim 1, characteriZed in that the 
control circuit is capable of controlling tWo-Way sWitches 
through modulated pulses. 

6. Device according to claim 1, characteriZed in that the 
control circuit comprises a consumption reduction device. 

* * * * * 


